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S cholars and book collectors ave different kinds of people 
but both are possessed by a fervor that drives them on with- 
out vest or relaxation. This is because scholars and collec- 
tors both attempt the impossibility of satisfying insatiable 
desires. What they want to do 1s to possess everything in 
their fields in the form of knowledge or in the form of books 
and manuscripts. There is no way to exorcise the remark- 
able enthusiasm that each kind of man possesses and tt 1s 
no wonder that from early days they have both been thought 
fit passengers on the legendary Ship of Fools as chronicled 
by Sebastian Brant. Yet these scholars and collectors are 
maligned mainly because they do sail over strange Seas 
while other plainer, pedestrian people do not know what 
to make of such inspired folk. In fact there are plenty of 
people who think books to be dangerous things, whether 
one gathers them or whether one gets ideas for more books 
from them. Fortunately there are always some spectal people 


who are going to do one or the other, or both. 


— James D. Hart 
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American Numismatic Periodicals 


from 1860 to 1960 
by Ken Lowe 


Introduction 

The coin collector or numismatist probably takes the ready availability 
of numismatic information today for granted.! For example, Coin World 
and Numismatic News reach nearly 100,000 weekly readers. The monthly 
publications CoinAge and Coins can be found on nearly every magazine rack 
throughout the country. This does not even include those who receive 
Numismatist, Penny-Wise, The John Reich Journal and other club and specialty 
periodicals. However, ready access to topical numismatic information is a 
rather modern phenomenon. 

Although periodic publications devoted to American numismatics date 
back to the Civil War, few people today are aware of the history and growth 
of the American numismatic periodical. The overall picture represented by 
the body of these works comprises an unsurpassed written record of the 
growth and development of American numismatics. The periodicals, many 
of which are little known, recorded the events, the personalities, the ideas 
and the issues that spread the gospel of American numismatics. 

In 1990, after years of research in virtually a virgin territory, Remy 
Bourne published American Numismatic Periodicals 1860-1960: An Illustrated 
Collectors Guide. Students and bibliophiles may be familiar with Bourne’s 
research into premium lists and prices-paid-for lists — and the five volumes 
about them which he has written and published. However, few are aware of 
Bourne’s now out-of-print two volume, profusely illustrated work on numis- 
matic periodicals. Bourne asked me to write an introduction to his periodi- 
cal book. Because of the thoroughness of the work, I felt that something 
more substantial than a cursory effort was called for. Bourne generously 
offered me the necessary time to write what turned out to be an historical 
overview of the American numismatic periodical using his research as the 
basis. 

Fewer than 200 copies of American Numismatic Periodicals were printed, 
probably because at that time little attention was focused on the topic and, 
perhaps more importantly, the $100 cost (in fact, Bourne lost a substantial 
amount of money on each copy that was sold). 

Rather recently, a significant amount of attention and, concomitantly, 
money has been focused on the topic. Thus it seems appropriate to make 
this information available to the collecting public. Therefore, with only 
minor changes we are presenting our introduction to Bourne’s work. 

The organization of this survey follows that of Bourne’s monograph. 
Generally, the periodicals discussed in the section for each decade are those 
which began in that decade. Consequently, most periodicals which lasted 


1 This work originally appeared in R. Bourne, American Numismatic Periodicals 1860-1960; An 
[lustrated Collectors Guide (Minneapolis, 1990). A somewhat revised version appeared in Out on a 
Limb 7/1 (1993), pp. 1-19. The editor wishes to thank both Remy Bourne and Myron Xenos for 
their kind permission in letting us reprint this work. In view of the fact that over ten years have 
past since its last publication, the editor, David Fanning, Pete Smith and Wayne Homren have 
made changes and updates to the work. The illustrations are courtesy of Wayne Homren. 
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for more than one decade are discussed in their entirety in the section 
devoted to the decade in which they originated. Also, the periodicals within 
each decade are not necessarily discussed in chronological order. Rather, | 
tended to discuss the periodicals according to their importance. Finally, 
even though Bourne’s work ends with the 1960s, I continued the discussion 
into the seventies and beyond for most of the periodicals which continued 
after the sixties ended. 


The 1860s 

Numismatics was quite well established in the United States by the end 
of the Civil War as indicated by there having been approximately 200 
numismatic auctions conducted during the preceding 10 years.2 However, 
most of the collectors and dealers were clustered in the New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore and New England areas. In fact, the earliest 
American numismatic societies were formed in the late 1850s in Philadel- 
phia, New York, Boston, New Haven and Rhode Island. Individuals who 
lived outside those areas had little access to the mainstream of the hobby as 
numismatic communications outside those areas were severely limited. 

American numismatic literature was in its formative stages. More impor- 
tantly, there was no established print medium for regularly communicating 
numismatic information. Numismatic auction catalogues were little more 
than listings of coins. As most collectors and dealers attended the auctions 
in person, there was little reason to provide the extensive text or scholarship 
which we take for granted in today’s auction catalogues. The fixed prices list 
was not extensively used as most coins were sold in shops or sold and traded 
among groups of collectors. For example, Joseph Levick in the November 
1868 American Journal of Numismatics (p. 55) mentioned that in the late 
1850s, local collectors and those visiting from other cities used to gather reg- 
ularly at Edward Cogan’s shop in Philadelphia “to see what was to be seen 
and learn any news that might be stirring in the numismatic world.” 

Perhaps the most widespread national publicity that numismatic mat- 
ters received were the various illustrated articles carried in Harper’s Magazine 
in the early 1860s, including W. C. Prime’s two articles, “Coins and 
Coinage” (February 1860), and “Coins in America” (November 1860), as well 
as a three part article entitled “Making Money: The Assay Office New York” 
(November 1861), “The Mint at Philadelphia” (December 1861), and “The 
American Banknote Company” (February 1862). In March 1863 Harper’s 
Magazine also carried “Continental Money,” an article by Benjamin J. 
Lossing. 

Although not having as extensive a circulation, The Banker’s Magazine 
and Statistical Register, which was published between 1846 and 1943, printed 
digested articles from various sources, many of which had numismatic value 
including in Volume I July 1846 to June 1847) woodcut engravings of 212 
coins of the world on 16 plates; and two full color anti-photographic ban- 
knotes from Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and Edson in Volume 12 (1857-1858). 
Not generally known is that in Volume XVI (1861-1862), accompanying an 
excerpt from John Hickcox’s The History of American Coinage, were five plates 
originally included in some copies of Hickcox’s work. The plates were finely 
engraved on thicker paper tinted in the metallic colors of the coins. 


2 For the history of numismatic research in the United States before the 1860s see Q. D. 
Bowers, American Numismatics Before the Civil War 1760-1860 (Wolfesboro, 1998). 
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It was through the occasional articles in national periodicals such as 
these that those people interested in American numismatics, but who were 
outside the eastern centers of numismatic activity, received the limited 
amount of numismatic information available to them. 

Numismatic periodicals existed in Europe prior to their introduction 
into the United States. It is generally considered that the first English lan- 
guage numismatic periodical was the journal of the Royal Numismatic 
Society — The Numismatic Journal, edited by John Y. Akerman, which 
appeared in 1835, later renamed The Numismatic Chronicle, under which it 
continues today. German language periodicals began much earlier. Clain- 
Stefanelli’s Bibliography lists the first two volumes of Annalen der gesamten 
numismatik in 1804 and 1806.3 Other early European periodicals were Revue 
numismatique which appeared in 1836,* followed in 1841 by Annali di numis- 
matica in Naples and by Revue belge de numismatique in 1845. 

Chronologically the first American numismatic periodical appears to be 
The Coin and Stamp Journal published in Chicago by Mason and Smith. 
Issued monthly between May 1865 and April 1866. Attinelli noted, “Twelve 
numbers of this little 5 1/4 x 8 1/4 bantling [a young child] of 4 pp. each 
sufficed to kill it.”5 Although Bourne notes that these were listed in the 
“Earl of Crawford” library, we have not seen any of these, nor have we been 
able to find any illustrations of them. 

The next American numismatic periodical, one which was to be more 
significant, appeared the month following the demise of The Coin and Stamp 
Journal. On March 5, 1866, at the meeting of the American Numismatic and 
Archaeological Society, Joseph Levick proposed the creation of an American 
numismatic periodical equal to the quality of the European journals. The 
ANAS (the ANS was renamed the ANAS after the Civil War, keeping the 
name until 1908 when it resumed being called the ANS) appointed a publi- 
cation committee of Levick, Isaac Wood, George H. Perine, Frank H. Norton 
and Rev. William W. Seymour. Because there was doubt about the prospects 
for the financial success of a journal, the ANAS adopted measures to subsi- 
dize the first year of the project. Finally, near the end of May 1866 the first 
issue of the first major American numismatic periodical appeared — Volume 
1, Number 1 of the American Journal of Numismatics and Bulletin of the 
American Numismatic and Archaeological Society.© At the very beginning of the 
first issue, which consisted of eight pages, appeared a statement summariz- 
ing the state of numismatic communication in America at the time: 


It is certainly a matter of some surprise, taking into considera- 
tion the extent of the interests involved, that the subjects of 
Numismatics and Archaeology have, until the present time, existed 
in this country without an organ or means of introduction to the 
public, or to those persons who make their study a specialty. 

...the only means for instruction, for the spread of information, 
or for the advancement of these sciences, in a literary point of view, 
has been an occasional paragraph in a weekly paper, or an account 
of some coin sale, or the discovery of an ancient relic, transiently 


3 ELE. Clain-Stefanelli, Numismatic Bibliography (Battenberg, 1985), p. 29 no. 356. 
4 Fora history of this fine journal see J. Lafaurie, “La Revue numismatique a 150 ans,” Revue 
numismatique® 28 (1986), pp. 8-S0. 
E. J. Attinelli, Numisgraphics (New York, 1876), p. 105. 
6 HL. Adelson, The American Numismatic Society (New York, 1958), p. 56. 
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made public in the newspapers and perhaps cut out and preserved 
by interested collectors. 

...and all this time there has been no publication attempted 
which, besides being of historical value, should act as a check upon 
all nefarious and improper acts, either in the manufacture, collec- 
tion, or sale of coins and medals. 

..-with the hope that ... it [the AJN] may in time become a use- 
ful and valuable adjunct to historical and scientific literature.” 


The first issue also contained “Transactions” (summaries) of the meet- 
ings of the ANAS, the Boston Numismatic Society and the New England 
Numismatic and Antiquarian Society. Also featured was a descriptive col- 
umn accompanied by a woodcut of a Sommer Islands piece, a proposal for 
the striking of a memorial Lincoln medal, and “Numismatics and 
Archaeology Considered as Aids to History,” a paper read before the March 
8, 1866 meeting of the ANAS by Frank Norton, President. The six display ads 
on the last page were exclusively from advertisers in New York, Boston and 
Worcester, Massachusetts. 

It has been estimated that between 150 and 200 copies of the first issue 
were produced with Adelson noting that in 1867 the circulation of the AJN 
had been less than 100.8 Soon after, the issues began to include accounts of 
auction sales, accounts of the legislation authorizing new coinage, corre- 
spondence and lists of coin catalogues [the source of many of Attinetti’s 
data] and coins and tokens. By the eighth issue, December 1866, the 
expanding horizons of the American numismatic world appeared with two 
articles: “Numismatics in Indiana” and “Numismatics in California.” 

Unfortunately, the AJN was not an immediate financial success. In fact, 
from 1870 to 1908, the publication of the journal was taken over by the 
Boston Numismatic Society. However, the importance of this estimable pub- 
lication, which ran in 53 volumes through 1924, was quite accurately stated 
in a history of the journal in volume 41: “The history of the journal, if it 
could be given in detail, would be a history of American numismatics.” 

In 1867 what may be considered another early periodical appeared, 
although it is not listed in Bourne’s book. The Numismatic and Antiquarian 
Society of Philadelphia issued The Proceedings of the Numismatic and 
Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia from May 4, 1865 to December 31, 1866. 
This volume was the first published account of the Society’s proceedings as 
the first record of the accounts of the organization’s earliest meetings from 
December 28, 1857 to April 6, 1865 did not appear until the Proceedings of 
1910 to 1912 (volume 26). In addition to the minutes of each of the regular 
meetings for the period, the balance of the volume consisted of eight papers 
read before the Society. The numismatic papers were “Some Observations on 
Early Currency of Maryland,” by Henry Phillips, Jr.; “The Pleasures of 
Numismatic Society,” also by Phillips; and “A Historical Sketch of the 
National Medals Issued Pursuant to Resolution of Congress 1776-1815,” by 
Charles H. Hart. 

Ebenezer Mason from Philadelphia was one of the earliest full time coin 
dealers, conducting 35 auctions between 1868 and 1890. However, he was 
also the first individual American who seriously committed himself to the 
periodical for any length of time, probably for two reasons; first, to promote 
ee ee 


7 American Journal of Numismatics 1 (1866), Diepls 
8 Adelson (1958), p. 61. 
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numismatics and second, to supplement his income. Unfortunately, despite 
his enthusiasm, Mason never experienced consistent financial success in the 
coin business. Consequently, he had to leave the trade several times. 

During each of his periods in business, Mason put out a periodical. 
Mason’s Coin and Stamp Collectors’ Magazine debuted in April 1867, fourteen 
months before his first coin auction. Not intended to be as scholarly as the 
AJN, these entertaining issues, which were replete with history and numis- 
matic information, gave an immediacy to numismatics after the civil con- 
flict. For example, he noted that someone had traded a 1799 cent for a $40 
diamond pin, and that a Massachusetts collector had sent in $5 (in 1867) for 
an annual subscription. The issues featured a series of articles on the history 
of American coinage with excellent pieces on colonials and the cents of 
1793. Further, he correctly predicted that the upcoming Mickley sale “will 
be the most important that ever occurred in this country. The catalogue will 
be the guide hereafter for pieces and prices.” Mason also promoted Cogan’s 
Mackenzie sale, the first plated auction catalogue in American numismatics. 
Other brief articles of note were on the 1791 “Washington” silver half dol- 
lar, the Fewsmith coin cabinet (Mason’s greatest sale), the redemption of 
large cents, and an account of Cogan’s Cauffman sale. The magazine ran for 
60 issues through 1872. Of particular importance was his “Photographic 
Gallery of Coin Collectors of the United States No. 1,” which had portraits 
of 48 major collectors of the period. As an indicator of how numismatic 
activity was geographically clustered, consider that of the numismatists 
illustrated only five were not from the east; three from Michigan, one from 
Indiana and one from Missouri. 

Reverses due to the Panic of 1873 forced Mason out of business until 
1879. In June of that year he began a new periodical. Mason’s Coin Collectors’ 
Herald ran until March 1882, when he again left the business. The first 
issue’s lead story was the “History of the Recently Discovered Confederate 
Half Dollar.” 1879 also saw the publication of Mason’s Numismatic Visitor. 

The Herald was followed by Mason’s Coin Collectors’ Magazine, which 
appeared (as Vol. 4) for two issues in June and September 1882. In 1884 and 
1885 Mason published 12 issues of Mason’s Monthly Coin Collectors’ Magazine 
and Coin Prices Current. These publications contained biographies and 
engraved portraits of “eminent numismatists past and present,” and also 
engraved exterior views of various US mint buildings. 

In 1886, Mason began conducting auctions again. His periodicals, 
which continued under the same name, were produced irregularly, with 
three in 1890, with the title preceded by “New Series.” The December 1890 
issue included prices of 100 lots from the Parmelee sale, a buy/sell chart 
offering to buy and sell 1793 chain cents at $12 and $20, and 1794 dollars at 
$80/$120. This last issue apparently signaled the end of Mason’s numismat- 
ic career as his final auction had been conducted six months earlier.9 
Complete sets of his periodicals are quite rare due to the poor quality of the 
paper he used, the duration of time that they were produced and, most 
importantly, the numerous interruptions in their production. 

Another periodical of worthy note in the 1860s was The American Stamp 
Mercury and Numismatist edited by F. Trifet from Boston. It began in 1867 as 
The American Stamp Mercury, “Numismatist” being added to its title in issue 


9 The last issue of Mason’s periodical was actually the Vol. 14, No. 1 issue (1891), though the 
existence of this issue was unknown to Bourne and Lowe at the time this was written. 
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21, July 1869, where it stayed for a total of eleven monthly issues until the 
next July. 
In the July 1869 issue, the editor stated the reason for the change: 


... we always answered that two magazines on the former sub- 
ject were enough. That we were mistaken our Numismatic friends 
will at once see, for though there are two magazines published in 
this country devoted to the collection of coins [apparently], the edi- 
tor of one is so learned and the articles of the magazine so pro- 
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found, that it will never be a popular magazine, though it should be 
read by every collector who takes an interest in his collection. The 
editor of the other has the misfortune to lack what his brother has 
too much of, vis: that much needed, but seldom found article, com- 
mon sense. We have often wondered whether the Timbrophilic or 
the numismatic articles in its columns were the least correct, but 
have not yet been able to solve this problem. 


The journal went out of business in March 1871 after publishing eight 
more issues for a total of 38.10 

Thus, the decade ended with the AJN and Mason’s Coin and Stamp 
Collectors’ Magazine being the only two ongoing primarily numismatic peri- 
odicals. It is also important to note that all of the periodicals for the decade 
were from east of the Mississippi. 


The 1870s 

This decade found a total of 29 numismatic periodicals which were wor- 
thy of note. De Kuriositi Kabinet, the first noteworthy periodical of the 
decade was also one of the most fascinating journals. Published in “Nu 
York” by William Brown, its first 11 monthly issues used “phonetic” English 
on the first page of each issue. It continued until the next “Ju’lai.” George 
Kolbe noted, “each issue offers coins and stamps for sale, comments on cur- 
rent auctions, and in three of the issues, contains a sales listing of early coin 
auctions 1828-1871.”'! In January 1873 he resumed the periodical under 
the more traditional spelling The Curiosity Cabinet, publishing a total of 32 
issues at irregular intervals until 1897. Brown noted in his April 1877 issue 
that he began in business in 1860 dealing in US and foreign gold, silver and 
copper coins, as well as medals and tokens. 

Apparently the first journal to be published west of the Mississippi (and 
barely west at that) was the Coin and Stamp Journal: In the Interest of 
Numismatics and Philately published in Kansas City, Missouri, by W.E. 
Winner in January 1875. Its Kansas City life was limited, however. In July 
1876, J. J. Casey of New York took over the journal’s publication which con- 
tinued until August 1877 for a total of 32 issues. 

Another periodical of note was The Numismatic Pilot, subtitled To 
Ancient Coins and Their Uses, produced by Robert Morris in LaGrange, 
Kentucky, in November 1876. This newspaper-like periodical apparently was 
the first in the United States to be devoted exclusively to the study of 
ancient coinage. However, it seems to have only run for four issues ending 
in June 1877. Additionally, in the first issue Morris noted that The 
Numismatic Pilot was to be published monthly as the organ of The American 
Association of Numismatists, in what must have been another early attempt, 
in name if not in fact, at creating a national numismatic organization. 

Another interesting development involved two periodicals. The 
Numismatic Journal: In the Interest of Coins and Curiosity Collectors, produced 
in Boston by L. S. Drowne in North Adams, Massachusetts, ran for six 
monthly issues from August 1877 to January 1878. It began with a 
“Salutory” giving a brief, serious history of the current growth of coin col- 
lecting in America, and stating the intent to produce a useful periodical. 


EE 


10 Attinelli (1876), p. 103. 
11 George F. Kolbe, Lee/Champa Auction Sale, June 28, 1981, p. 85. 
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Also, in January 1878, another publication, The Jersey Coin Journal: Devoted to 
the Interest of Coin & Curiosity Collectors debuted. Edited by Lewis C. Boysen 
in Egg Harbor, New Jersey, it ran for only one issue. Perhaps that might be 
attributed to Boysen’s “Prospectus” having been taken virtually word for 
word from Drowne’s “Salutory.” This certainly must have been one of the 
earliest and boldest examples of plagiarism in American numismatic jour- 
nalism. 

September 17, 1875 was the date of the first, and only, appearance of 
The Curiosity Shop and Antiquary: Published in the Interests of American Local 
Archaeology and for the Benefit of the Ladies’ Fair of St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church. The four page newspaper from Irvington, New York, was of special 
importance as it appears to be the first publication of its editor Edouard 
Frossard, who wrote of his belief that “however much engrossed in active 
business our best citizens may be, they yet find time and occasion to culti- 
vate tastes not in themselves utilitarian, and that among these tastes, the 
study of American antiquities holds a not unimportant position.” 

Less than three months later, on December 1, 1875, The Coin Collector’s 
Journal (CCJ) produced by J. W. Scott and Company debuted with Frossard 
as its editor. He remained in this position for the 13 issues composing 
Volume I. David Proskey succeeded him as editor and remained there for the 
remaining 12 years of the periodical. Scott and Company, which had estab- 
lished itself in philatelic publications, used the CCJ to provide information 
about foreign and ancient coinage. However, this widely distributed nation- 
al periodical also provided important information about American numis- 
matics including serial articles about American tokens and medals and 
accounts of the current numismatic scene including auctions. Beginning 
with issue 48, in November 1879, Proskey began a series describing in detail, 
with pertinent factual and historical information, all of the then recognized 
varieties of large cents and half cents. These articles formed the basis of 
Doughty’s The Cents of the United States which was published in 1890. 
Additionally, with Scott’s extensive mailing list from its philatelic sources, 
the CC] delivered numismatic information throughout North America. 
Thus, collectors who were not in the traditional eastern collecting areas were 
able to gain access to the American numismatic mainstream. 

After Frossard left Scott, he began to produce Numisma, one of the truly 
great American numismatic periodicals. This classic house organ was issued 
from January 1877 through December 1891 in ten volumes consisting of 60 
numbers in 59 issues (one issue was a combined number) totaling 502 pages. 
The first nine volumes were issued bi-monthly, with the final volume pub- 
lished over a five year period. 

George Kolbe wrote the following about Numisma: 


Frossard opened his own business in 1877 and initiated his 
own periodical, Numisma. This latter, undoubtedly the most live- 
ly publication of its kind, provides us with an intimate glimpse 
into the hobby as it and its personalities then existed. The editor 
deals out praise to his friends but doesn’t hesitate to flog offend- 
ing competitors, a list of which includes Scott, Proskey (he of the 
India rubber conscience), Mason, Steigerwalt, Woodward and the 
Chapmans, among others. !2 


12 George F. Kolbe, Craig Auction Sale, August 13, 1983, lot 769. 
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Numisma is particularly important as an authoritative record of 
American numismatics from 1877 to 1891, bridging the period from the 
ending of Attinelli’s Numisgraphics to the earliest years of The Numismatist. 
Primarily devoted to American numismatics, the issues also included topics 
on ancient and foreign coins and medals. A few specific articles were “The 
Starred Cent, 1794,” a series on Sutlers’ checks, “French American Colonial 
Coinage of 1670,” “French American Colonial Jetons,” “US Pattern Coins. 
Their Illegal Issue and Sale and the Ineffectual Efforts of Numismatists to 
Check It,” and “Early Days of the United States Mint.” 

Further, each issue contained detailed accounts of contemporary auc- 
tion sales, book reviews, “Numismatic Gossip,” correspondence, proceedings 
of some numismatic societies and fixed price offerings of coins. Some specif- 
ic matters which were dealt with were Frossard’s scathing attack on the 
Chapmans’ Bushnell sale, discoveries of 1804 dollars and new varieties of 
coins and the questionable practices of the United States mint. Far from 
being dry reading, many of Frossard’s biting opinions about some of his 
contemporaries today would be considered libelous. He did, however, have 
his favorites: Ed Cogan, S.K. Harzfeld and William Strobridge. Complete sets 
of Numisma are quite rare. We (Myron and I) estimate no more than 10 
complete original sets exist. In 1983 Bourne reprinted 100 copies of this leg- 
endary publication, 31 of which The Money Tree had bound in brown cloth 
and sold in 1990. 

The last significant entry for the decade was Charles Steigerwalt’s The 
Coin Journal. Steigerwalt produced perhaps 14 numbers of this periodical 
between April 1878 and July 1882. Among the useful articles are one on half 
cents and the 1794 starred reverse cent. Apparently his rare 1884 book 
Steigerwalt’s Illustrated History of United States and Colonial Coins was a com- 
pilation of articles from The Coin Journal. He produced three other periodi- 
cals through 1909: Steigerwalt’s Coin Journal, Numismatic News and The 
Curio. The periodicals featured valuable numismatic information, offers of 
coins at fixed prices and discussion of the numismatic scene. Because 
Steigerwalt lived in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, considered at the time to be far 
from the eastern concentration of the hobby, most of his periodicals were 
distributed throughout the country as he attempted to cultivate a much 
wider mail order market than the eastern coin dealers. That, along with his 
having produced periodicals irregularly over twenty years, has made the task 
of collecting his periodicals quite challenging. 

It is also appropriate to note that in 1872 the Antiquarian and Numis- 
matic Society of Montreal began producing The Canadian Antiquarian and 
Numismatic Journal. Although this publication was obviously not a United 
States periodical, the growth and expansion of US numismatics did not stop 
at the Canadian border. The Canadian Antiquarian, which featured much sig- 
nificant research on early Canadian and North American numismatics, con- 
tinued through 1933, although there were significant interruptions in its 
publication schedule. 

The 1870s found the numismatic periodical establishing itself as an 
important, indispensable component of numismatics largely because of the 
influence and success of three of them. The AJN continued its growth. The 
introduction of Scott’s Coin Collector’s Journal helped numismatics to reach a 
national audience. The lively writing and scholarship of Frossard’s Numisma 
raised the numismatic periodical to a higher level. It is noteworthy that each 
of these journals was exclusively about numismatics, unlike the earlier years 
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when numismatics was merely a part of philatelic periodicals. 


The 1880s 

With interest in numismatics expanding throughout the country in the 
previous decade largely because of the influence of numismatic and philatel- 
ic/numismatic periodicals, one of the effects was the proliferation of new 
periodicals. Of note is that many started in regions that formerly had no 
concentration of numismatic activity. It is also important to note that the 
vast majority of the new periodicals were quite short-lived. However, their 
general lack of success notwithstanding, the periodicals do provide a record 
of how extensively numismatics was expanding throughout the country. 

For example, three periodicals were produced in Ohio: R. W. Mercer’s 
The Collector’s Guide from Cincinnati in July 1881, Will Clemens’s The Old 
Curiosity Shop in Cleveland (which ran for 57 issues between December 1882 
and 1890), and The Curiosity Collector from Oberlin, which only lased for 
three numbers between February and May 1883. 

Not only were periodicals being started in many new states, but it is also 
interesting to note how many of them started in small towns, not unlike 
today’s Coin World from Sidney, Ohio, and Numismatic News and the other 
Krause periodicals from Iola, Wisconsin. For example, The Amateur’s Journal 
started in Mechanic Falls, Maine; The Granite Falls Philatelist: Devoted to 
Stamps, Coins and Curiosities from Lake Village, New Hampshire; The 
Nashville Coin News and The Southern Collector both of Nashville, Tennessee; 
Crayton’s Occasional of Anderson, South Carolina; The Exchange from Adrian, 
Michigan; The (Chariton) Gazette from Chariton, Iowa; The Collector’s Bi- 
Monthly trom Manchester, Michigan; The Southern Collector, later The 
Alabama Collector, from Tuskegee, Alabama; The Hawkeye State Collector from 
Wyoming, lowa; One Dime from Salem, Indiana; The Kentucky Stamp 
Magazine from Covington, Kentucky; and of particular note, The Golden State 
Scientist: A Monthly Journal Devoted to Zoology, Geology, Archaeology, Botony, 
Numismatics, and Philately, produced in Riverside, California. Although the 
October 1886 issue was the only one produced, it apparently was the first 
periodical dealing with numismatics to be published in California. Also, 
numerous other periodicals were started in upstate New York, Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey. 

The successful periodicals in the decade were still the AJN, Scott’s Coin 
Collector’s Journal (which ended in 1887), Frossard’s Numisma and Mason’s 
and Steigerwalt’s publications. However, despite there being over 50 periodi- 
cals which were created in the 1880s, only one which started in that decade 
continued for any appreciable length of time. 

The one publication which debuted in the decade that achieved signifi- 
cant longevity originated in the unlikely hamlet of Monroe, Michigan, 
where a local doctor decided to start a modest numismatic monthly. Dr. 
George Francis Heath produced on a hand press approximately 200 copies of 
a six by eight inch, four page leaflet called The American Numismatist with 
the first issue dated September-October 1888. In the February 1891 issue Dr. 
Heath asked a question whose answer soon afterward significantly and posi- 
tively altered the development of American numismatics: “What’s the mat- 
ter with having an American Numismatic Association?” 

With the second issue American was dropped from the title, apparently 
because Dr. Heath learned about an earlier periodical with the same name. 
Between September 1886 and December 1887, Charles E. Leal of Paterson, 
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New Jersey, had published 12 issues of a magazine also called The American 
Numismatist. 

Also of note was the appearance of a periodical called Plain Talk for Boys 
& Girls at School and Home: It Speaks for Itself with the first issue dated April 
15, 1885. Plain Talk continued for 84 issues in 11 volumes until October 
1892. Soon after Heath proposed the creation of an American Numismatic 
Association, Charles Tatman, the editor of the numismatic section of Plain 
Talk, began corresponding with Heath about the actual creation of an 
American Numismatic Association, which would be formed at a meeting in 
Chicago in October 1891. The significance of Plain Talk is that it, and not 
The Numismatist, was initially named to be the official organ of the ANA, an 
honor which it held for only one year. 

It also must be emphasized that The Numismatist did not become the 
property of the ANA immediately. Heath owned the magazine until his 
death on June 15, 1908. Soon afterward, Farran Zerbe, with the approval of 
the ANA Board of Governors, personally purchased the magazine from 
Heath’s estate. Finally, at the 1910 ANA convention in New York, the 
Association voted to acquire The Numismatist from Zerbe. It is ironic that a 
Canadian, W. W. C. Wilson of Montreal, purchased the magazine which he 
donated to the American Numismatic Association. Today, a completely orig- 
inal set of The Numismatist, of which perhaps 20 are known, is generally 
considered to be the centerpiece of a truly prestigious library of American 
numismatic literature. 

By the end of 1891, Scott’s Coin Collector’s Journal, Frossard’s Numisma 
and Mason’s periodicals all had ceased publication. Steigerwalt’s magazines 
continued to appear sporadically under various names. The Canadian 
Antiquarian was continuing, however with significantly decreased attention 
focusing on numismatics. Therefore, the next decade began with only two 
numismatic periodicals still being regularly published in the United States: 
the American Journal of Numismatics and The Numismatist. 


The 1890s 

The 1890s found little new occurring with numismatic periodicals. In 
fact, while during the 1880s over 50 periodicals were introduced that had at 
least some involvement with numismatics, barely one third as many new 
titles were introduced this decade. Additionally, none were of real signifi- 
cance or substance. This is probably true for three different reasons. First, 
The Numismatist and the American Journal of Numismatics had become truly 
national periodicals. Thus, there was no longer a real need for the small, 
regional periodical. Second, The Numismatist carried advertising which 
reached a national audience. Consequently, it made much more sense to 
advertise in The Numismatist than to go through the time, trouble and 
expense of starting a new periodical. Finally, and perhaps most important, 
the contributors to The Numismatist and the American Journal of Numismatics 
tended to be the leading and the most authoritative numismatists of the 
day. In comparison, other periodicals found themselves with little to offer. 

One short lived periodical of note was The Coin & Stamp: Devoted 
Exclusively to Numismatics and Philately, produced in San Antonio, Texas, by 
Dr. J.B. Breeding. Despite its lifespan of only two issues — January and 
February 1892 — it represents the first magazine dealing with numismatics 
to be published in Texas. 

Also of note was The Coin Collector’s Journal: A Monthly Journal for Coin 
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and Stamp Collectors, of which nine issues were produced in Middlebury, 
Connecticut, between January 1892 and April 1893. Of significance was the 
way in which the editor thought to list himself on the cover — “edited by 
C.H. Trask. Member of the American Numismatic Association.” Trask was 
probably one of the first members to use his ANA membership to add to his 
credibility. 

Finally, Steigerwalt made a significant change in his approach to his 
periodical. He had resumed producing a publication for the first time in 11 
years, introducing Numismatic News in March 1895. In newspaper format, 
the first issue included observations about the auction scene, a correction 
indicating that only two and not three “Strawberry Leaf” 1793 cents were 
known, and a recommendation to purchase The Numismatist. However, 
apparently only three issues were produced through September 1895. With 
the last issue in February 1896 being a four page “Cheap Price List,” for all 
intents and purposes, Steigerwalt abandoned the periodical form and chose 
to concentrate on producing fixed price lists. 


The 1900s 

The 1900s were quite significant because two giants made their first 
appearances on the numismatic scene — Thomas Lindsay Elder and B. Max 
Mehl. Additionally, while both were known primarily for their commercial 
successes, both also produced significant numismatic periodicals. 

Elder produced his first magazine, The Elder Monthly, Devoted to Things 
Numismatic Archaeologic, Philatelic, Historic, Antique, etc., in March 1906, 
three years after conducting his first auction. Nineteen issues were produced 
over the next two years. Afterwards, Elder continued with two other periodi- 
cals — the Numismatic Philistine in 1909 and the Elder Magazine in 1910. 
Elder was quite knowledgeable and most outspoken. The magazine featured 
numismatic news of the day with Elder’s pointed observations, articles 
about numismatic and antiquarian matters by Elder and others, proceedings 
of numismatic societies, classified and display ads, and Elder’s legendary list 
of “Historic Coin Collectors” - “The following worthies have ‘passed into 
history’ as having in one way or another acted unfairly with coin cata- 
loguers and dealers.” 

Mehl’s Numismatic Monthly is arguably the most under-appreciated peri- 
odical in American numismatic history. It was published from 1908 to 1919 
in ten volumes. Mehl suspended publication after the December 1911 issue 
because he planned to move his business to New York from San Antonio “to 
attain the success which I have every cause to believe my efforts deserve.” 
However, he soon returned to San Antonio, apparently without having 
operated in New York at all. The Monthly resumed publication with the 
January 1914 issue. Kolbe wrote of the publication: “an underrated source of 
information, the Monthly is especially rich with word sketches of turn of the 
century American numismatics often accompanied by individual or group 
photos.”!3_ The magazine featured important articles by prominent numis- 
matists about all aspects of numismatics, emphasizing American coinage. A 
special feature was that each year after the ANA, the magazine offered a 
detailed and most entertaining account of the convention. Perhaps people 
have falsely assumed that Mehl’s Numismatic Monthly was exclusively one 
more example of Mehl’s penchant for self-promotion. However, this periodi- 


13 George F. Kolbe Sale, December 2, 1984, lot 131. 
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cal compared quite favorably with the AJN and The Numismatist as the best 
numismatic periodical of the time. It must also be emphasized that Mehl 
was the first major numismatic figure outside of the major commercial cen- 
ters to achieve great success over an extended period of time. 

Finally, a small periodical of the time deserves some comment. The 
Universal Exchange Magazine was produced in Belvidere, Illinois, in four 
issues between December 1904 and March 1905 by George A. Russ. The sig- 
nificant feature of this modest magazine was that included in its third issue 
was a photograph of the delegates to the 1904 ANA convention is St. Louis. 


The 1910s 

In this decade, only five new periodicals appeared. And only one of 
them was truly significant. The Coin and Medal Bulletin, produced by Edgar 
Adams and Wayte Raymond, ran for 11 issues between April 1916 and 
March 1917. It was a monthly except for the July-August 1916 combined 
issue. The first issue was introduced with the following statement 


A Purely American Numismatic Magazine 


The need of a monthly numismatic publication that would 
deal with coins, medals and tokens which have been issued in 
North and South America has been felt for a long time. 

Numerous publications bearing upon various phases of 
American numismatics have been issued, yet there remain many 
series of coins that have never been mentioned at all, or, if so, 
only in the most meager manner. Oftentimes in the publications 
cited above references have been made to certain pieces, but the 
proper illustrations have been lacking. 

The aim of the publishers will be to supply these deficien- 
cies, so far as practicable, and to issue articles, properly illustrat- 
ed, in a manner complete enough to be of numismatic value. 


Special features included a profusely illustrated, detailed checklist of 
Civil War tradesmen’s tokens of Ohio, Wisconsin and Michigan; coins from 
both Raymond’s United States Coin Co. and from Adams for sale at fixed 
prices; articles about Latin American coinage; and “A Descriptive List of Die 
Varieties of US Silver Coinage.” 

The March 1917 issue began with the announcement: 


The Coin & Medal Bulletin Discontinued 


We had hoped ... that there would be a need for a publica- 
tion which would be ... strictly devoted to numismatic subjects, 
and particularly those associated with the countries of the 
Western hemisphere. We must confess that the support we have 
received has not been so extensive as we would have liked and 
which would have made possible the continuance of our publi- 
cation by defraying at least a proportion of the expense 
involved. 

We are by no means discouraged, however, and the Bulletin 
will reappear, we hope, at a date not very distant when condi- 
tions will be more favorable. 


The lack of support to which Adams and Raymond referred can be 
attested to by the scarcity of even individual issues of this periodical, much 


22 WINTER 2004 * THE ASYLUM 


esas, 
3 

z 

$ 


3 


GOIN & MEDAL “ee 
IBULLETIN;| 


| uke 
P16 : 


LONTEVES. [ 


Catnsge of the Proyineigs del 
is de ts Platn: 

The Soks Tan AMssuts. ‘ 
Civ8 War 'Prasesmenk Pokess {i 
of Oia, 
Sow York & Harlem Ratreads }! 
Loisens, ; 
Sn Interesting Set of BOBVisn | 
Hatteras, 3 

An €ntisted Ward 'Pimes 

EGR, 


vy 
Phe Cuited Staten Cotm Ca. 
and by 
Egeur HH. Adams, 


Publish by Odeur G8, Sitar 
Rod 
Wisyte Baym aed, 
> as 


New York, N, 


THE ASYLUM * WINTER 2004 23 


less the significant rarity of complete sets. That two such prominent and 
experienced numismatists were unable to make a success of their worthy 
periodical is a good barometer of why there were so few journals started dur- 
ing the teens. 

Another of the decade’s periodicals deserves mentioning. The Collector’s 
Blue Book: A Monthly Illustrated Magazine for Collectors consisted of 13 month- 
ly issues which began in December 1913. The May 1914 issue indicated that 
it was the official organ of the American Society of Coin Collectors, one 
more ill-fated attempt to create another national numismatic organization. 

The paucity of new periodicals can also be attributed to the effects of 
the First World War, despite the United States’ having entered the conflict 
so late. One must expect that the war put a damper on numismatics, among 

other activities, in much the same way as the Second World War would. 


The 1920s 

Few periodicals dealing with numismatics were initiated during the 
1920s. Thomas Elder attempted two new journals, neither of which proved 
successful: The Ancient Arts which dealt with coins, glass and antiquities, of 
which only one issue is know; and The Collector’s Notes which was issued 
occasionally in 1926 and 1927. Bourne lists six issues, of which three were 
included at the rear of Elder auction catalogues. 

Between 1922 and 1933, Mehl produced Mehl’s Coin Circular. Although 
this small publication was primarily a glorified fixed price list, occasional 
articles were included which generally dealt with Mehl’s observations, pur- 
chases and travels. Thirteen issues were produced between 1922 and 1928. 
After a four year interruption, two more issues were produced, one in 1932 
and the last in 1933. 

In the mid-1920s, Wayte Raymond began a new periodical, the Coin and 
Medal Bulletin: The New Series. Although the February 1925 issue was listed as 
number eight, we have no evidence of how many issues were actually 
released. Little is known about the periodical. Bourne can only count two 
issues, It would seem that Raymond’s second attempt at creating a periodi- 
cal was also commercially unsuccessful, although he would soon find great 
success with this medium. 

Another important, but scarce, periodical of the era was Guttag’s Coin 
Bulletin which lasted for 14 issues in 1928 and 1929. The first issue (March 
1928) was listed as Volume 6, Number 1, but there were no earlier issues. 
Apparently the Guttag brothers considered their prior mailings and circulars 
to be the first five volumes in their numbering system. 

Usually about half of each issue consisted of several illustrated articles 
about various aspects of numismatics, with the remaining half being a fixed 
price list of coins, medals and/or tokens. The articles covered ancient, mod- 
ern European, Latin American and United States coinages, and included var- 
ious short sections about interesting numismatic miscellany. 

In December 1929 they released their last issue, in which they 
announced, “with the growth of other departments of our business it is no 
longer possible to give the preparation of material for the Bulletin the atten- 
tion it merits.” They also announced that they were erecting their own 
building which they were planning on moving into about March 1930. 
With their intended reorganization they were going to suspend most of the 
activities of their coin department except for especially rare and expensive 
coins. Instead, they were going to “specialize in the purchase and sale of 
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bank and security stocks and other unlisted securities.” In view of the tim- 
ing, it was a rather unfortunate decision as Guttag Brothers suffered severe 
financial reverses. 

Finally, in 1924 the American Numismatic Society ceased publishing 
the AJN. Instead they decided to concentrate on the Numismatic Notes und 
Monographs series which they began in 1921. Thus, by the end of the 
decade, The Numismatist had become the only significant national numis- 
matic periodical still publishing. 


The 1930s 

Clearly the Great Depression crippled numismatics in the first half of 
the thirties. Long time dealers dropped out of the market. Advertisers severe- 
ly cut back the quantity of their advertising in The Numismatist. Few of 
Thomas Elder’s auction sales had the importance and quality of his earlier 
efforts. Max Mehl only conducted 12 auctions between 1931 and 1939. 

In the first five years of the decade only six new periodicals having any- 
thing to do with numismatics began. With the exception of Wayte 
Raymond's The Coin Collector’s Journal, only The Old Coin News produced by 
the Star Company in New York City lasted even one year. As the depression 
affected all other aspects of numismatics, common sense dictated that 
beginning a numismatic periodical would not be a wise entrepreneurial 
decision. 

However, commencing in 1934 the issuance of commemorative coins in 
the last half of the decade revitalized the hobby, largely through people who 
previously had not been involved with coin collecting. Also, in 1936 atten- 
tion was refocused on numismatics with the mint’s resuming production of 
proof sets. Through the end of 1934, the ANA had assigned membership 
numbers through 4,600 with about 200 new members a year having joined 
since 1900. However, by January 1939 membership number 7,209 had 
already been assigned (to Al C. Overton), a 50% increase in only four years. 

The numismatic revitalization saw two significant entries to the periodi- 
cal field: The Coin Collector’s Journal (CCJ) produced by Raymond in New 
York and the Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine published by Lee F. Hewitt, Jr. 
in Chicago. 

April 1934 saw the first issue of the new CC] published by Scott Stamp 
and Coin, and edited by Raymond, who took over as publisher in 1939. 
Beginning in 1940 the CC) truly became a periodical rather than a quasi- 
house organ. The journal ran through 1951 in 18 volumes consisting of 139 
numbered issues. Issued bi-monthly from 1952 to 1954, a series of 17 special 
monographs were produced, each devoted to a single topic. Finally, two 
other monographs were produced in 1958, bringing the CC/ to an end with 
160 numbers in 158 issues. This important journal is vastly underappreciat- 
ed. 

The Coin Collector’s Journal contained illustrated articles by prominent 
numismatists: Edgar Adams on early mint issues, Edward Newell on ancient 
coins, Raymond on Latin American and on store cards. Howland Wood and 
David Cassell Wismer made appearances, as did John Ford, writing on 
authenticating colonials and on Crosby’s Early Coins of North America. 
Phares Sigler’s series on colonials was published in the CCJ, as was material 
on J. P. Morgan’s collection of ancient Greek coinage. Also included were 
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features on coinages of various foreign countries which later were incorpo- 
rated into Raymond’s Coins of the World reference books. Clapp’s important 
1941 monograph United States Cents: 1804-1814 first appeared as an article 
in the December 1934 issue. There were also several supplements produced 
which contained lists of coins and currency for sale. The supplements are 
quite scarce. 

Also, between February 1936 and October 1940, Raymond produced 16 
issues of Coin Topics, which might be more accurately described as a house 
organ: “It is our purpose to make it more than a ‘price list.’ We are going to 
tell stories and incidents connected with the many interesting coins you 
may have, or wish to have, in your collection.... We would appreciate know- 
ing your opinion of our form of advertising.” 

The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine debuted with the January 1935 
issue, which consisted of eight pages, four by five inches in size. Only 200 
copies of the first issue were produced. In the January 1960 issue of the mag- 
azine, Hewitt looked back on its first 25 issues. He noted that the 
Numismatic Scrapbook was “the first independent English language numis- 
matic periodical to reach its silver anniversary.” In fact, it would continue 
for a total 480 issues through February 1976. Hewitt mentioned that the 
original idea behind the magazine was for it actually to be a “‘scrapbook’ — 
to reprint pertinent portions of rare and out-of-print books together with a 
digest of current numismatic news.” For example, the first volume, which 
consisted of six issues, contained reprinted sections of Doughty’s The Cents 
of the United States. 

In the same 1960 issue, Hewitt succinctly described the Numismatic 
Scrapbook: “It has been the privilege of the Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine to 
publish numerous articles which have since become standard references on 
the subjects covered.” Significant classic articles written by prominent 
numismatists graced its pages over its 40 year lifetime: Walter Breen on just 
about everything, R. S. Yeoman on colonials, the Fulds on storecards and 
tokens, R. W. Julian on early American coinage and the United States mint 
and John Muscalus on paper money, among many others. Some of the other 
prominent writers whose works appeared were John Davenport, Eric 
Newman, Arlie Slabaugh, Sheldon Carroll, Lynn Glaser, Maurice Gould, and 
Cornelius Vermeule. Also, regular feature columns were written by Ted 
Schwarz, Tom De Lorey and Hank Spangenberger. Many of the articles were 
later published separately in the tan card covered Hewitt’s Numismatic 
Information Series. 

However, Numismatic Scrapbook’s special importance was its serving as 
the national numismatic advertising medium. Hewitt recalled that the 
Scrapbook “began to be known as the Wall Street Journal of the coin trade.” 
Although most issues rarely exceeded 40 pages of text, it was not unusual for 
the issues through the 1950s and 1960s to have well over 150 pages, with 
the largest and most prestigious dealers having multi-page ads offering 
grand rarities and also containing the smallest classified ads of private col- 
lectors offering the most humble coins. 

One must realize that 50 years ago many collectors lived in areas which 
did not have a front-line local coin dealer or coin club, and thus were isolat- 
ed from general numismatic activity. Also, one must remember that coin 
shows were virtually unknown; coin conventions were fewer, far less accessi- 
ble, and in most cases total attendance was quite small. For many, the win- 
dow to the numismatic world was the monthly arrival of the Numismatic 
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Scrapbook Magazine. This publication let the collector order the rare coins to 
which he would otherwise not have access. It also let buyers comparison 
shop for those commemoratives, proof and mint sets, rolls and double date 
cents. 


The 1940s 

One of the most important numismatic periodicals to debut in the 
1940s was the Numismatic Review, which was produced by Stack’s in New 
York. Sixteen numbers in 14 issues were published with dates between June 
1943 and April-October 1947. However, these dates did not correspond to 
the actual release dates. The first issue listed Thomas Ollive Mabbott as the 
editor and Hans Holzer as the assistant editor. In 1945 Cornelius Vermeule 
was listed as an assistant editor. By 1947 Frederick Knobloch was the assis- 
tant editor with Harry Stein as the associate editor. Its purpose was stated in 
the first issue: 


The Numismatic Review will endeavor to supply a long felt 
need of American numismatists, providing a channel for the 
publication of serious and authoritative articles by specialists in 
every field. It is not our purpose to rival or supplant other peri- 
odicals, but ... to devote our pages mainly to what other periodi- 
cals at present either do not cover, or cover only incidentally. In 
some senses, it is hoped to revive some of the virtues of the old 
American Journal of Numismatics. 


The Review was rather equally divided among ancient, world and US 
coins and medals. Among the prominent contributors on American numis- 
matica were Howard Newcomb on half dime varieties, Howard Kurth on the 
Auctori Plebis coppers, Mabbott on all facets of coinage including varieties 
of 1795 eagles, Joseph Stack on a history of counterfeiting, Lenox Lohr on 
US copper patterns of the 1820s, John Richardson on varieties of 
Connecticut cents, a long unsigned article about “Double Eagles of 1933: 
Not Lawful Coin” and “Untraced Curiosities in the American Colonial 
Series,” by John J. Ford, Jr. Other contributors included Carl Wurtzbach and 
Howard Gibbs. In addition to the scholarly articles, there were book reviews, 
correspondence and observations of the numismatic scene. 

Finally, the April 1947 issue contained a “Valedictory” in which 
Mabbott wrote, “After much consideration, it has been decided to suspend 
publication.” Mabbott’s farewell was dated December 16, 1948, which 
reflected the Review’s irregular publishing schedule. 

The Numismatic Review, which since its demise has been referred to by 
many as being ahead of its time, is generally considered to be one of the 
finest American numismatic periodicals ever. 

The Essay Proof Journal: The Official Journal of the Essay Proof Society, was 
introduced with the January 1944 issue. Recently, the Society announced 
that its publication would cease with the completion of its fiftieth year. Its 
stated purpose was “the promotion of collecting and study of the essays and 
proofs of stamps and paper money.” While its primary contents have always 
been devoted to philately, the journal has still been the source of many 
important articles on US paper money and bank note engravers. The pro- 
fusely illustrated glossy quarterly consists of feature and serial articles, book 
reviews, proceedings and advertising from prominent philatelic dealers. 
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Complete sets of the journal are quite rare, bringing heavy attention and 
strong prices whenever one should be offered. 

Another periodical worthy of comment was Frank Causey Wilson’s 
Monthly Coin Bulletin, for which Bourne lists 12 monthly issues from April 
1945 to March 1946. It consisted primarily of display ads for many mail 
order dealers, including Raymond, Federal Coin Exchange, Kenneth Lee, 
Clint Hester, M. Powills and others not so prominent. Its special feature was 
that each issue contained a biography of a different numismatist, such as 
Lee, Frank Katen, Hans Schulman, and also of Whitman Publishing. Even 
individual issues of this Chicago based periodical have become scarce. 

Thus, as America moved into the fifties, the primary numismatic peri- 
odical was the Numismatic Scrapbook followed by The Numismatist and the 
Coin Collector’s Journal. The other numismatic periodicals of the period were 
either short-lived, undistinguished, or primarily advertising mediums.!4 


The 1950s 

This decade saw the development of two trends. First, the groundwork 
was laid for a numismatic magazine which would be mass marketed and 
sold on newsstands. The general public’s receptiveness to these new periodi- 
cals was largely attributed to several factors which were publicized in the 
public press, rather than through numismatic channels: the mint resuming 
production of proof sets, the recent changes in the designs of the dime and 
half dollar, and the publicity involving the “rarity” of the 1950-D nickel. 
Second, numismatic periodicals devoted to non-US coinage began to appear. 
This was the beginning of the trend toward specialized numismatic periodi- 
cals that would flourish in the next decade. 

Early in 1955, Spiers Welsh of Bloomfield, New Jersey, introduced a 
periodical named You Name It: Published in the Interest of Coin Collectors and 
Dealers in which, rather obviously, he asked the readers to give it a name. 
The July issue saw the magazine being named the Flying Eaglet, with Frank 
Spadone joining Welsh. After going through a series of name changes and 
takeovers, this periodical would become Coins Magazine in January 1962. 
Thus, this mass marketed periodical was targeted to a much larger, but less 
expert, public. Several other publications which remain prominent today 
would soon be started to compete for the same audience. The most success- 
ful was CoinAge. This magazine did not originate as a monthly periodical. It 
began as a quarterly, with its first issue dated Winter 1964. Soon afterward, 
it became a monthly. 

Also, three periodicals specifically targeted at the world coin collector 


14 For reasons which cannot be ascertained today Lowe omitted that the 1940s saw the 
introduction of the leading scholarly numismatic publication in the western hemisphere, namely 
the American Numismatic Society’s Museum Notes. Begun in 1946, this annual journal was intend- 
ed to be a successor to the discontinued American Journal of Numismatics. It featured in-depth stud- 
ies of ancient, medieval, Middle Eastern as well as modern coinages and other related numismatic 
items by scholars from around the world. While for most of its history it featured academic studies 
on the coinage of the ancient world, it also published a number of articles dealing with the numis- 
matic items produced in North America in the 18th and 19th centuries written by people such as 
Eric P. Newman, Henry Grunthal, Cornelius C. Vermeule, R. W. Julian, Richard Doty and Kenneth 
Scott. The work in this journal demonstrated that American numismatists could produce studies 
that met international academic standards. In 1988, the last issue of Museum Notes (Volume 33) 
was published. It was replaced the next year by the revived American Journal of Numismatics, which 
has published academic studies dealing with American material by scholars such as Michael 
Hodder, John W. Adams, Richard Doty, John M. Kleeberg, T.V. Buttrey and Joel Orosz. 
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SUBSCRIPTION: An occasional order or bid! 
THIS LEST CANCELS ALL PREVIGVUS GVUQTATIONS 


From the Editers Desk... 


Extensively revised, this is the first Wranismea te appear since we had to 
ademt thai we couldn't keep up with a brmaruhly schedule, of even pretend 
in, some months back. Charles Wormser and I both hope that opr readers 
and customers Bike the diferent format. We settied en the $14” «x BU" 
size with binder holes punched {an idea we frankly borrowed fram the 
Encino, Caf AK}, as sa many of our friends have been assiduously saving 
back copies of Novato. In addition to the Jong popular Onexstion Forums, 
we have added twa new features. One is 4 columea £7} by a Mew York gentle. 
Ms with a pen name. to wham we intend ts give a madest degree of latitude, 
and the ether is space for feiters frean customers and thase whe might have 
8 cemment, a cnticism or even a kind ward. This last ides is to pravide a 
place fac people who have samething to sav. which seems isteresting enough 
to share, Of course. we must reserve the right to edit {select fram) the corn- 
trifeitions received, as some writers have fiule ear far redundancy, so keep 
whet you have to sound of about, short and te the point. 

Naruse fram here on in, will appear when we can get an Issue out. We 
will try fo alternate, as previously, between Manf Bid offerings and lists af 
fixed price merchandise. This copy of our house organ contains our Twelfth 
Mail Bid sale, and for the tenth time, we wish to put across the idex that the 
Taaterial Hstad is sald without reserve, untess the bid(si received are so 
B5inine ax to be ridicufous. Tao many of our clisnts, used to bidding by post 
at @ur large mail and public aucnans, send in « few moderate ear high bids, 
which is fine so far as they go However. we would like to have more of the 
“bargain hanters” bother us with bids all over the enclosed card and even on 
4 Separate sheer, Cover as many lots as yau can with vour offers, and yeu wil} 
be surprised af same at the “buys” that shauld come your way. 

We are still jooking for fine Colantal and American coms, the rarer the 
better. Frarn a personal standpaina. vour editer js interested in Obsalete Paper 
Maney, from any of the Western States—-including California, Nevada, Utah, 
Arizona, New Mexico and Colorado, or even Gregan, Washingten and idaha, 
We are always happy ta make an offer if the item is important er tricky 
enough, bot in anv case. we would like to hear fram gins, fr 
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were started: The Crown & Taler, The Far East Numismatic Digest and World 
Coin Bulletin. Nat Litwer’s The Crown & Taler ran from 1955 through 1958, 
although copies of individual issues, much less complete sets, are quite 
scarce. Alan Craig’s The Far East Numismatic Digest ran for only two issues in 
1957. Of special note was Amery’s Foreign Coin Bulletin, edited by Charles 
Amery of Peoria, Illinois, which debuted in October 1959. With the third 
issue of 1960, its name was changed to the World Coin Bulletin, whose first 
issue was dated January 1964. Edited by Russell Rulau for over a decade. 
World Coins became the first significant, successful American publication 
devoted exclusively to foreign coinage. 

Some mention should also be made about a few other important publi- 
cations. New Netherlands’s Numisma, produced by John Ford and Walter 
Breen, and the Numismatic Gallery Monthly (which began in 1948), produced 
by the two A.K.s (Abe Kosoff and Abner Kreisberg) and which continued 
later as Kosoff’s Coin Bulletin. Despite each of these publications containing 
significant numismatic information, I tend to consider them to be house 
organs as they were primarily sales lists, whereas Remy feels that they are 
more precisely periodicals. 

Also of note was the appearance of Numismatic News in 1952. While this 
newspaper was not a weekly until 1969, it does hold the honor of being this 
country’s longest continuing numismatic newspaper. 

Thus, as the 1950s concluded, an explosion of numismatics in America, 
and concomitantly for the American numismatic periodical, was on the 
horizon. 


The 1960s 

A variety of factors were responsible for the significant increase in 
numismatic activity in the sixties. Again, the boom was caused by a series of 
factors which affected the public as a whole, and not by actions within the 
numismatic community. First, the new reverse on the 1959 cent made the 
public aware of their coinage again. This was soon followed by the publicity 
generated by the 1960 small date cent. Third, the introduction of the 
Kennedy half created a public fervor for the new coin. 

An additional factor which increased numismatic activity was the elimi- 
nation of silver in our coinage, which also focused people’s attention on 
their pocket change. Also, in the sixties periodically there was a “change” 
shortage, making people again quite aware of their pocket change. Next, the 
publicity generated by the proposed 1964 silver Peace dollar also served to 
attract people’s attention to numismatics. Two more significant factors were 
the Treasury’s release of the formerly rare 1903-O and scarce 1904-O silver 
dollars, and the numismatic market’s boom in rolls. Finally, with the signifi- 
cant increase in both leisure time and discretionary income due to the coun- 
try’s prosperity, Americans were enthusiastically pursuing a variety of hob- 
bies, numismatics included. 

As the sixties began, the Numismatic Scrapbook was the king of the 
numismatic periodicals, with The Numismatist continuing its prominent 
role. However, a bold experiment was about to be launched — a weekly 
newspaper devoted exclusively to numismatics: in March 1960 a “sample 
edition” of the proposed paper appeared — Coin World, Volume 1, Number 
0. The first weekly issue appeared soon afterward — April 21, 1960. With its 
first 1969 issue, Krause’s Numismatic News also became a weekly, temporarily 
adopting the name Numismatic News Weekly. These two respected weeklies 
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have revolutionized numismatics. The collector now was able to get his 
information in a timely manner; each published current price trends; and 
the large quantity and great variety of display and classified advertising pro- 
vided the collector a potpourri of choices every week. It is most noteworthy 
that each of these two weeklies has continued without interruption to the 
present day. 

With the January 1964 issue, the Whitman Numismatic Journal debuted. 
Edited by R.S. Yeoman, this quality monthly would continue for 60 issues 
until its demise in December 1968. In the first issue, under “Why Another 
Coin Periodical?,” Yeoman wrote: 


Its purpose is to primarily lend aid and comfort to the thou- 
sands of loyal owners of our standard reference books which are 
issued a year or more apart. A year is a long interval between edi- 
tions — made to seem longer by the quickening pace of the coin 
market and the stepped-up flow of new issues of foreign govern- 
ments. 


The first four issues were subtitled “A Monthly Supplement to all 
Whitman Standard Coin Reference Books.” However, the May 1964 issue 
appeared with a new, more accurately descriptive subtitle, “A Monthly 
Magazine Devoted to All Phases of Numismatics.” The contributing colum- 
nists were a veritable “Who’s Who” of numismatics: Bolender, Bowers, 
Breen, Charlton, Glaser, Julian, Kenney, Newman, Taxay, Willey and 
Yeoman. The features covered all aspects of the hobby, but with a special 
emphasis on North American numismatics. The December 1968 final issue 
mentioned that Whitman was ceasing to publish the magazine to concen- 
trate on their production of books and supplies. Unfortunately, no compara- 
ble numismatic periodical has yet replaced this marvelous magazine. 

As was mentioned above, January 1960 saw the début of the first issue 
of World Coins. It was published by Amos Press in Sidney, Ohio. They were 
already the publisher of Coin World and they had purchased the World Coins 
Bulletin in March 1963. Although the World Coins Bulletin had quite a limit- 
ed circulation, World Coins, which was edited by Russell Rulau, soon became 
the journal for the increasing number of collectors of world coins. Other 
than the Yeoman books and white books, no other significant or timely ref- 
erences existed for the rapidly growing number of world coin collectors. The 
section of advertising in the Numismatic Scrapbook devoted to foreign 
coinage was quite limited. The first Krause “telephone book” would not be 
produced until 1972. The first issue of World Coin News would come even 
later. 

Each issue of World Coins featured a different theme: British 
Commonwealth, Muslim, ancients, gold, currency, Latin America, Russia, 
Oriental, Germanic and others. Not only were the feature articles written by 
experts, but there were regular price trend charts for the coinage of various 
countries. Additionally, the many quality ads were also a gold mine of infor- 
mation. After 147 consecutive issues of World Coins, Amos decided to cease 
publication, despite the magazine’s being profitable: “because of demand 
from readers for quicker information.” It was decided to incorporate the 
magazine into a new section of Coin World to be called “Coin World 
International.” 

Another classic periodical underwent a major change. In the April 1967 
issue, with issue number 386, Amos Press took over the Numismatic 
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Scrapbook from Hewitt. By the end of the 1960s the Scrapbook was still a vital 
publication. In fact, beginning in late 1974, under the editorship of 
Courtney Coffing, it consistently contained outstanding articles and numis- 
matic columns. Sadly, the increase in quality was not sufficient to prevent 
its demise. With the February 1976 issue, after 480 issues, as was done with 
World Coins, the Scrapbook ceased publication. Amos stated that the 
Scrapbook would be incorporated into Coin World. In fact, for a while the 
masthead of Coin World contained the subheading and Numismatic 
Scrapbook. Thus, The Numismatist became the sole surviving traditional 
monthly numismatic periodical. 

A significant trend that started in the 1960s was that several numismat- 
ic organizations devoted to specific collector interests began to issue quality 
magazines which served as each organization’s official journal. Many of 
these journals, which were designed to reach a specialized knowledgeable 
audience, have survived and prospered for many years. Among the most 
prominent were the following. 

In October 1960, James Spilman, who later formed the Colonial 
Newsletter Foundation, began The Colonial Newsletter, which specialized in 
research and information about colonial coins. 

In April 1961, The Society of Token, Medal and Obsolete Paper Money 
Collectors, which became the Token and Medal Society later that same year, 
produced the Journal of the Token and Medal Society. The name TAMS Journal 
appeared for the first time in 1966. 

At the 1961 ANA Convention, The Society of Paper Money Collectors 
was formed largely by those obsolete paper money collectors who were orig- 
inally part of the Society of Token, Medal and Obsolete Paper Money 
Collectors. They began to issue Paper Money, their society’s journal, late that 
same year. 

The Early American Coppers Club, formally organized in 1967, distrib- 
uted the first copy of Penny-Wise dated September 15, 1967. For more than 
35 years, PW has delivered a variety of scholarly research, discovery infor- 
mation, surveys and commentaries on the current numismatic scene with 
special emphasis on large and half cents. 

In the autumn of 1967, the Civil War Token Society began publishing 
the Journal of the Civil War Token Society. In the Fall of 1977 it was renamed 
The Copperhead Courier. 

Additionally, Water Breen and Lynn Glaser issued a little known period- 
ical, The Metropolitan Numismatic Journal, the first issue of which was dated 
May-June 1961. The 16 page, small format, glossy, illustrated journal was 
published by the Metropolitan Coin Company. Intended to present “articles 
of interest to serious collectors in the early American field,” apparently 
between 200 and 300 copies of the first issue were produced. The second 
issue, dated November 1961, was renamed The Numismatic Journal as Glaser 
took over the journal and withdrew from the Metropolitan Coin Company 
which had moved to New York City where it was operated by Paul 
Weinstein. The issue was a rather low quality, mimeographed booklet. 
Apparently even fewer copies of the second number were produced. 
Regardless, for whatever reason, this scholarly journal produced by two out- 
standing numismatic scholars only survived for two issues. 

Another noteworthy trend was reflected by a large number of other 
short-lived periodicals. Many were not serious attempts at numismatic jour- 
nalism; rather they were concerned with trying to take advantage of the roll 
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boom; others were merely conceived as a method to acquire names for mail- 
ing lists. 

So as the sixties ended the numismatic periodical was in excellent 
health. Coin World and Numismatic News were reaching tens of thousands of 
collectors weekly and Coins and CoinAge had become newsstand staples. 
Three monthlies — the Numismatic Scrapbook, The Numismatist and World 
Coins — were still significant. Finally, a variety of specialized publications, 
all of which had originated during this decade, were being supported quite 
well by their targeted audiences, a situation which continues today. 


Afterword 

This historical overview, quite obviously, is merely a survey. While I 
have made every good faith attempt to deal fairly and properly with the his- 
tory of numismatic periodicals, I readily recognize that others may have 
valid disagreements with my judgments and conclusions. 

Also, by necessity, I have made various judgments in what to mention 
and what to omit. For example, I decided that the Empire Investors Reports 
and The Numismatic Investment Bulletin (of which one copy was produced in 
December 1963) were more precisely newsletters or house organs than peri- 
odicals. Consequently, | decided that the concept of coin investment was 
not relevant to the discussion of the periodical at this time. However, I can 
understand that disagreements with my interpretations have merit. 

Finally, | gratefully acknowledge the assistance of Remy Bourne and 
Armand Champa, both of whom I bothered constantly for information 
about specific periodicals and for advice in preparing this work. I also wish 
to thank George Kolbe for giving me permission to quote from his authori- 
tative catalogues. 


19th Century Auction 
Catalogue Census — 
A Request for Information 
by Karl Moulton 


I am presently working on a census of 19th century numismatic auction 
catalogues. The Cataloguers to be included are as follows: 


Bangs 

Birch 

S.H. and H. Chapman 
Ed and George Cogan 
Frossard 

Harzfeld 

Haseltine 

Low 

Mason 

Massamore 

New York Coin & Stamp 
Proskey 

Sage 

Sampson 

Scott & Co. 

H.P. Smith (& Sampson) 
Steigerwalt 

W. and T. Strobridge 
Woodward 


If you have any of these please write to me via snail mail (PO Box 1073, 
Congress, AZ 85332) or e-mail (numiscats@aol.com) and | shall send you a 
“census form.” 


President Vice-President Secretary/Treasurer 


Pete Smith John W. Adams W. David Perkins 
2424 4th Street NE 60 State St., 12th Floor PO Box 212 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 Boston, MA 02109 Mequon, WI 53092 
jadams@ahh.com wdperki@attglobal.net 


Members of the Board 


Phil Carrigan 1944 Ash Street, Waukeegan, IL 60037 philrph1892@cs.com 
John Kraljevich, PO Box 5706, Annapolis, MD 21403 jkral2003@yahoo.com 
Karl Moulton, Box 1073, Congress, AZ 85332 numiscats@aol.com 
Joel Orosz, 4300 Old Field Trail, Kalamazoo, MI 49008 joelorosz@aol.com 
P. Scott Rubin, PO Box 6885, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 numislit@msn.com 
David Sklow, PO Box 50231, Colorado Springs, CO 80949 sdsklow@aol.com 


The Asylum Editor: The Asylum Editor-in-Chief: 
E. Tomlinson Fort David Fanning 
PO Box 77131 PO Box 6153 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215 Columbus, OH 43206 
etfort@comcast.net fanning32@earthlink.net 


Advertising Rates 
for Spring and Fall 2004 


Be AG Cat cn. ers. 07. Se OE, Dee Case, Oe ee ee $60 
Inside Front, Inside or Outside Back Cover .................22. S65 
ILL PHT a LoS) aerate muting Qe gia ed i ROP aR mee i $35 


Advertising Rate 
for Summer 2004 NBS 25th Anniversary Issue 
Full Page 
Half Page Ads will not be available 


Discounts for multiple issue advertisers are available. 
For rates, please contact editor. 


The Asylum is published quarterly. Manuscripts sent to the editor should be 
accompanied, if possible, by a CD. Submissions may also be emailed. 
Authors, please put your name(s) on all submitted material. 

All accepted manuscripts become the property of 
The Numismatic Bibliomania Society. 

For more information, please contact the editor. 


N.B.S. Membership: $15.00 annual dues in North America, $20.00 else- 
where. Members receive all issues of the current volume. Requests for mem- 
bership should be submitted to the Secretary-Treasurer. 

©2004 Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


The Great Numismatic Libraries of 
Pittsburgh Tour 


The Wayne K. Homren Library 


Featuring an extensive collection of monographs, pamphlets, journals, 
sales catalogues and manuscripts relating to American Numismatics 

Highlights include: William E. Du Bois’ 1846 Pledges of History(the first 
published account of the US Mint Cabinet); Mark Collet’s copy of the 1851 
Roper sale; Interleaved 1865 J. N. T. Levick / Lincoln assassination date 
sale; Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society Archives 1878-1889 


The E. Tomlinson Fort “Memorial” Library 

Featuring works dealing with the coinage and history of Europe up to 
the Fifteenth Century. 

Highlights include: Edward Gibbon’s copy of Renier Budel, De monetis 
et re numaria (Cologne, 1591); an original edition of Otto Posse’s Die Siegel 
der Deutschen Kaiser und Kénige von 751 bis 1913 (Dresden, 1909-1913); 
David C. Douglas’ annotated copy of the Regesta Regum Anglo- 
Normannorum (Oxford 1913-1968); R. W. Cochran-Patrick’s Records of the 
Coinage of Scotland (Edinburgh, 1876) — the first British numismatic book 
with photographic plates. 


Friday August 20, 2004 
Tour Bus Departs from the ANA Convention at the David Lawrence 
Convention Center in Pittsburgh at 1:00 PM 


$20 per person 
Space is limited, so book NOW. 
Send payment to NBS Treasurer W. David Perkins 


PO Box 212, Mequon, WI 53092. Please make cheque out to 
“Numismatic Bibliomania Society.” 


All proceeds will benefit the Numismatic Bibliomania Society. The tour 
is open to NBS members only. No refunds unless the entire tour is can- 
celled. For further information contact either Wayne Homren 
(whomren@coinlibrary.com) or Tom Fort (etfort@comcast.net) 


Stack’s & George Frederick Kolbe Are Pleased to Announce 


THE PUBLIC AUCTION SALE OF 
The John J. Ford, Jr. Numismatic Library - Part I 


The Most Important Sale of American Numismatic Literature Ever Held 
Tuesday, June 1, 2004 - The Mission Inn, Riverside, California 


Special Reom Rates are Available 


Visit our Web Site or Call for Details 


LOTS MAY BE VIEWED BY APPOINTMENT PRIOR 
TO THE SALE AT OUR OFFICES IN CRESTLINE 


Printed, Well-[lustrated Catalogue: $35.00 
Catalogue also accessible at our web site 
approximately 60 days before the sale 


George Frederick Kolbe - Fine Numismatic Books 
P. O. Drawer 3100, Crestline, CA 92325-3100 USA 


Tek: (909) 338-6527 + email: GFK@numislit.com - www.numislit.com - Fax: (909) 338-6980 


The Strange Case of M. N. Daycius 


In the last issue of The Asylum we published an arti- 
cle on the greatest prank ever pulled in the history of 
numismatic literature — a ficticious auction of B. Max 
Mehl’s numismatic library. We have assembled the 
clues and will reveal the name of the perpetrator in the 
next issue. Come Watson, the game is afoot! 


The Money Tree Inc. 

Myron Xenos 

1260 Smith Court 

Rocky River, OH 44116 
PHONE: 440-333-3444 

FAX: 440-333-4463 

EMAIL: mdxenos@comcast.net 
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AMERICA'S OLDEST NUMISMATIC 


BOOK AND COIN DEALERS 
founded in 1932 
first auction sale in 1935 
at the same location since 1953 


Stack's maintains a full stock of most standard numismatic 
references and can obtain most other titles as needed. We 
publish new works on coins as well as reprint others. We 
stock important out of print auction sale catalogues. 


Stack's regularly publishes lists of the books we have in 
stock. If you have not already received one, please write for 
your free copy, mentioning you saw us here. 


Our most recent publications include: 

The Numismatic Legacy of the Jews. 2000. $125 
The George C. Perkins Collection. 2001. $125 

The Joseph Brobston Collection. (repr.) 1999. $250 
The Philip Showers Collection. (repr.) 1999. $75 


Stack's. A name you know and a name you can trust. 


STACK'S RARE COINS 

123 West 57th Street 

New York, NY 10019 
Tel.212.582.2580 

Fax 212.582.1946 

Email to info@stacks.com 

See us on the web at www.stacks.com 


and every e pre 
Membership in our onliné 
And if you want to sell your 
prestigious auctions of the year, 


Warten Tucker Scott Cordry Jim Jelinski 
HWCA Director Consignment Director Consignment Director 
WTucker@HeritageCoins.com ScotcGHeritageCoins.com jiny@HetitageCoins.com 
Ext. 287 Ext. 369 Ext. 257 


Call today to participate in 2004 
|-800-872-6467 *HeritageCoins.com 


HERITAGE — 
World Coin Auctions 


3500 MAPLE AVENUE. 17TH FLOOR « DALLAS, TEXAS 75219-3941 
1-800-US COINS (800-872-6407) © 244-528-3500 © FAX: 214-443-8425 
HeritageCofns.com * e-mail: Bids@HeritageCoins.com 


Sco roxas 
AURLAT: 000 Hotty Carine 4 727 


NUMISMATIC 
ANY LANGA 


ALWAYS WANTED 


2 & # 
SPINK 


founded 1666 


69 SOUTHAMPTON ROW BLOOMSBURY, 
ON WCI1B 4ET. TEL: 020 7563 4000 
FAX: 020 7563 4066 = http://www.spink-online.com 


Your Participation is Needed to Help Fund 


THE FRANCIS D. CAMPBELL 
LIBRARY CHAIR AT THE 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


DONATIONS FOR BOOK AUCTION 


A benefit auction will be held during the American Numismatic 
Association Convention this year in Pittsburgh. Lots with a value of 
$300 or more are respectfully soliticted to help fund the $2,000,000 
Library Chair endowment. All donations will be tax deductible to 
the full extent of the law. If you would like to ensure the future of 
the American Numismatic Society Library, please consider making 
a donation. Contact George Kolbe or NBS Vice-President John W. 
Adams, Chairman, Library Committee. Donations should arrive in 
Crestline no later than June 1, 2004. 


Plan to Attend the Dinner/Auction 
Thursday, August 19, 2004 
Tambellini’s Restaurant, Pittsburgh 
Seating Limited * $50 per Person 


Reservations may be sent to John W. Adams 
60 State Street, 12th Floor, Boston, MA 02109 


George Frederick Kolbe + Fine Numismatic Books 


P O. Drawer 3100, Crestline, CA 92325-3100 USA 
Tel: (909) 338-6527 * email: GFK@numislit.com * www.numislit.com * Fax: (909) 338-6980 


CHRISTOPHER EIMER 
Since 1970, buying, selling and writing about Commemorative 
and Historical Medals 
(view online at www.christophereimer.co.uk) 


The Pingo Family and Medal Making in 18th Century Britain 
(Recipient of the 2002 Carl W.A. Carlsson Medal, 
presented by Medal Collectors of America) 


THE PINGO FAMILY 


MEDAL MAKING IN 
ISTH-CENTURY BRITAIN 


HARISTOPH 


45439 33 


CHRISTOPHER EIMER 
P.O. Box 352, London NW11 7RF 
United Kingdom 
Tel. (0044) 20 8458 9933 / Fax: (0044) 20 8455 3535 
art@christophereimer.co.uk (e-mail) 
www.christophereimer.co.uk (web-site) 


Quarterly Journal of the 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


www.coinbooks.org 


Volume XXII, No. 2 Spring 2004 


Fa 


“How easily one may distinguish a genuine lover 
of books from the worldly man! With what sub- 
dued and yet glowing enthusiasm does he gaze upon 
the costly front of a thousand embattled volumes! 
How gently he draws them down, as if they were 
little children; how tenderly he handles them! He 
peers at the title-page, at the text, or the notes, 
with the nicety of a bird examining a flower. He 
studies the binding: the leather—Russia, English 
calf, morocco; the lettering, the gilding, the edging, 
the hinge of the cover! He opens it, and shuts tt, he 
holds it off, and brings it nigh. It suffuses his whole 
body with book-magnetism.” 


— HENRY WARD BEECHER, 


PROVIDED COURTESY OF GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE/FINE NUMISMATIC BOOKS ~ WWW.NUMISLIT.COM 


Best Article in The Asylum for 2003 


Vote for any ONE of the following. Send completed ballot to P. Scott Rubin, PO Box 6885, 
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The Quest to Build the Set 
by Stephen Pradier 


Due to the amount of excellent historical and nostalgic informa- 
tion to be found in the older issues of The Numismatist, | have 
embarked on a quest to build a complete set. In pursuing this, I have 
been overwhelmed at the amount of history contained in the publi- 
cation. The Numismatist chronicles the individual numismatists who 
served the public for decades, their sales and stories. It is also the 
journal of record on those collectors and dealers who came and 
went, as well as the changes which have taken place in the hobby, 
especially when third party grading came into being and the market 
became dominated by investors and marketers. 

The set will be as close to complete as I can possibly get it. Some 
say most issues are common and that it should be fairly easy to build 
a set. Believe me: it is not so easy. As I understand from my research 
of the journal, there can be no more than 25 complete sets and pos- 
sibly fewer.! That is due to the first six volumes being printed in 
rather small numbers. A few complete sets are in major institutions. 
Very few are in the hands of individuals, with even fewer, perhaps 
none, in the hands of those of modest means such as myself. 
Happily, it is possible to obtain a reprint of the first six volumes 
through the secondary market. 

In addition to building the set, I plan to have all volumes bound, 
at least all of the volumes after 1919. The volumes that I have from 
1898 to 1919 are already uniformly bound in red cloth with gilt let- 
ting on spines and appear to never have been used: no rubbing or 
bends in the boards, no overt sign of use. 

I realize this may be an expensive endeavor. I also realize that I 
may not get my money back when the set is sold. However, I would 
prefer to have the volumes bound in an effort to prolong their life. If 
they have survived this long unbound, they will live a bit longer in a 
professional binding. 

I have come across more unbound volumes than bound ones in 
my search. Some of the volumes were given up by libraries that 
microfilmed them, or stored them on some other medium. Some 
libraries simply deaccessed the volumes as it was felt they took up 
too much shelf space or were no longer considered to be of interest 
to the library’s patrons. Some were obtained from dissolved numis- 
matic clubs. Then there are those that came from longtime ANA 


! There has been no published census of complete sets of The 
Numismatist. D.J. Sklow, “The Numismatist: The First Six Volumes. Where Are 
They Now?” The Asylum 17/3 (1999), pp. 18-22, lists up to 25 sets. It is 
almost certain that those who have the first six volumes also have all issues 
published since. 
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members who had accumulated them over the years and just found 
that it was time to clean out the basement. 

The level of effort required to search for volumes not in my pos- 
session is time-consuming to say the least. There are mail bid auc- 
tions of numismatic literature, and the Internet search engines. | am 
not big on garage sales. When you do find them at auction, pray the 
other guy is not trying to build a set. It can be a costly proposition if 
he or she is desperate. Harry Bass, Jr. paid $600 at the 1981 Kolbe 
sale of the Lee library for the 1902 volume to complete his set. 

I have found that the ANA has a limited supply of back issues. | 
was informed they have a warehouse, so if you provide a list they 
will look for them. There is a cost ($6.00 for the more recent issues). 

The ANA is also giving some thought to putting The Numismatist 
on CD-ROM. I’ve tried to talk them out of it, but am not sure if | 
succeeded. While there would be certain advantages to having it 
available in this medium (the ability to search for keywords comes to 
mind), there have been so many media used to archive printed 
material in the past that have become obsolete that such a transfer 
of medium is not without risk. Microfilm, microfiche, laser disc, 
xerography, 35 mm film strips — all have had their day and often 
were considered permanent replacements. In some cases, originals 
were even discarded after transfer to the new medium. When the 
next best thing comes along, one still has to go to the source and 
hope it had not been destroyed in the process of transferring it to 
the earlier technology. The book has outlived them all. 

Finally, I have the copies | have obtained as an ANA member. 
Some earlier volumes that I have that are already bound went 
through a lot of use. The bindings are often cracked, worn, rubbed, 
etc. In keeping with uniformity, these will be rebound with the 
unbound volumes. 

The binder recommends that a binding be no more than 2.5 
inches thick. The early issues of The Numismatist, prior to 1966, fit 
nicely into one volume. After that, it seems as if the journal went on 
steroids. Whether due to the changes in the silver and gold market, 
the U.S. Treasury hoard release, or the explosion of the investor mar- 
ket, a volume of The Numismatist for a given year after 1966 or so 
may be anywhere from 2.5 to 6 inches. Needless to say, the larger 
sizes add to the cost of binding as you begin to encounter years 
which must be bound in multiple volumes. You then find yourself 
confronted with how you want larger volumes titled. For example, 
Part I and Part II, or Jan.-June and July-Dec. Whatever you choose, it 
adds more to the cost of the binding. 

There are also differences encountered in the physical format of 
the journal. In 1988, the format of The Numismatist changed, trans- 
forming into a slimmer, sleeker periodical. A volume will now fit 
into one binding, but it is larger in size than the initial 6 by 9 inch- 
es. Then as we moved into the 21st century the format changed yet 
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again. Now it is appreciably larger (8.5 by 11 inches), but not thick- 
er. It appears more like a general interest magazine than a technical 
or scholarly journal. Judging from the first few issues of 2003, how- 
ever, it appears as if it will also fit into one volume. One other thing 
that the ANA decided to do with the publication was to drop The 
from the title. Maybe the binder will catch it. 

Being frugal, but not miserly, | choose to have my volumes 
bound in navy blue linen. For me, it is a nice warm color, and has a 
more antique look, better than buckram (which I find too shiny). It 
will wear a bit better than bonded leather and is a lot less expensive 
than genuine leather. A prudent choice of bindings goes a long way 
towards making the cost of binding agreeable. 

Once | have completed at least the last 106 years (excluding 
1888 to 1897), as an ANA life member, I can revel in the satisfaction 
of accumulating more bound volumes until | run out of funds, get ° 
bored, decide to sell, or die: whichever comes first. 

Next quest, The Asylum. 
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Mendacity Rears Its Ugly Head 
by Myron Xenos 


Amid a flurry of speculations, accusations, non-admissions, 
denials and plots as yet uninvestigated, I offer to you the following 
comments substantially as submitted to me in the 14-year-old case 
of Mendacity versus the numismatic literature fraternity.! With 
advanced apologies for any omissions, I will proceed with a series of 
quotes and some personal commentary regarding them. At the end, 
you may draw your own conclusions. Any resemblance to persons 
real or imagined is strictly intentional. 

Perhaps the most succinct entry was from Brad Karoleff, who 
merely listed: 1) George Kolbe, 2) Joel Orosz, 3) Myron Xenos. (I’m 
honored to even be considered next to such luminaries.) 

My vote for the most powerful submission came from the vener- 
able John Adams, who remembered the incident “as clearly as if it 
were last week. At the risk of belittling some unsung giant among us, 
the obvious candidate is George Kolbe. Who knows better the larce- 
nous thoughts that dwell in the minds of bibliophiles? Who would 
have realized that B. Max Mehl never sold his library (perhaps 
because he didn’t have one)? Who has a warped, subtle sense of 
humor? Who is so literary as to be able to make puns and create fan- 
tasies? Who else embodies all these traits to perfection?” 

(Here is where the real power comes to the surface.) “I think it is 
now incumbent upon George to step forward and pay our private jet 
rentals. I am tired of being both duped and out-of-pocket.” (The 
bold print was my idea, because I could almost hear the words as I 
read them. John didn’t even vote for a second or third place.) 

Amongst the denials was Dave Gladfelter, who was as brief as 
Calvin Coolidge. His words were “Wasn’t me.” (Calvin’s words were 
“You lose.”) 

Wayne Homren, not known as a betting man, answered without 
prodding that “my money is on George Kolbe. With his impish 
sense of humor, vocabulary, knowledge of numismatics, literature 
and bibliophiles, he’s my prime suspect. I asked him about it once 
and he just danced around it without actually denying it.” (Well, 
could I see a show of hands from those who haven’t asked George? 
I’m sorry, I didn’t mean to unduly influence the vote.) 

Before we assemble a posse, let Dick Johnson weigh in. He sug- 
gested that the “perpetrator of the B. Max Mehl Estate prank was 
Robert Bashlow (or his ghost). If not him, them Walter H. Breen. If 
not him, then Bart Simpson — I didn’t do it! I didn’t do it! Nobody 
can prove it! I didn’t do it.” (If this entry eludes your grasp, then you 


! See M. Xenos, “Mendacity Revisited,” The Asylum 21 (2003), pp. 137- 
138. 
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have been spending 
too much time read- 
ing your musty old 
books. "Get*a wit 
- Excuse the editorial!) 
Robert Zavos 
== checked in to the 
- rumor mill with 

what he believes to 
be the answer to the 
puzzle. He gives a 
few dozen people 
credit for having “the 
numismatic knowl- 
edge and skills,” but 
feels” that? enim 
George (first name 
only, we all know 
you) had the neces- 
sary sense of humor. 
Read on: 

“It was 19902 eas 

discovered that the 

Who is M.N. Daycius? eminent cataloguer 

had made a mistake 

in a book title. In fact, he had made the identical mistake three 

times in the same catalogue. He had accidentally changed Kamal 

Awash’s book on Liberty Seated dimes to be on Liberty Seated half 

dimes.” (Bob is a Liberty Seated collector, and a serious one at that, 

but it was time for a tongue-in-cheek article to The Asylum about the 
rare new book.) 

“A few people thought I was serious (even 12 years later in the 
Fall 2002 of The Asylum issue), but most people realized this was just 
my joke.” (This is where George gives away his wry wit, and as we 
check back in to the story, Bob has just received a package.) 

“T soon realized this was not a normal item at all. It was Awash’s 
book on Liberty Seated dimes, except that it had been sawed in half 
and | only got half of the book. This was the half-dime book after 
all.” Bob’s conclusion is that “the mendacious incident that was 
engineered in 1992 had to be attributed to the individual who sent 
me the half-dime book: George F. Kolbe, Crestline, California.” (Bob 
and his wife had a great laugh that night, and the rest of us have 
been telling that story ever since.) 

Joel Orosz was not one to be asleep at the switch. He said, and I 
quote, “I have always had two hypotheses, one that is benevolent, 
the other that is malevolent. To take the benevolent first, assuming 
the prank was done in good clean fun, it always seemed to me that 
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this prank showed a great sense of humor, plus more than a little 
knowledge. The person who combined those most effectively at that 
point was Ken Lowe. Ken would also have had access to friends at 
the post office after having done mailings for the Money Tree. Of 
course, Ken is no longer with us to respond, but it seems to me that 
he would have to be on anyone’s short list.” 

“The malevolent thesis is that it was a prank done in a mean- 
spirited way, in the hope of deflating some bigwigs or settling some 
scores. Viewed through this lens, Ken disappears as a suspect, and 
the two most disgruntled folk in the hobby at that time, Cal Wilson 
and Carling Gresham, emerge as possibilities. Of course, it could 
have been some joker whose office was in Rocky River at the 
time....” (You flatter me, Joel, and my office is still in Rocky River, 
but your commentary adds David Block to the disgruntled list. As for 
me, | am only gruntled.) 

John Henry Burns wasted no time getting to his point. His finger 
points to George Kolbe, and his evidence is as follows: 

“A telegram arrived at the biblio soiree (1988), the Invasion of 
Louisville, supposedly from S.H. & H. Chapman, peeved that they 
had not been invited and demanding return of some choice 
Chapman delicacies. Who were the culprits? None other than GFK 
and Barry Tayman.” 

John then reiterated the Zavos story about the half dime book, 
before turning to another example of Kolbe’s sense of humor: 

“The clincher in my opinion is lot 179 of the February 2, 1990 
Austin Ryer sale. A vituperative inscription from Roger Cohen to 
Jack Collins had a couple of words that had me scrambling for my 
dictionary. The one that I’ve tried to work into conversation since 
then was coprophagist — not to put too fine a point on it, it means 
dung eater. You might be wondering what this has to do with GFK. 
George has a habit of putting a black border around the more impor- 
tant lots. Remember that: black. Well, in this case, the box happens 
to be brown! | rest my case.” (Hmmmm, veddy interesting.) 

Ronald Thomson put in his two cents’ worth (he is a CPA). How 
did he have time to write during tax season? He expounded that 
“the essence of a good April Fools’ joke is creating believability in 
the target audience with seemingly independent pieces of informa- 
tion that support the joke. I initially suspected Armand Champa was 
the jokester. He went to the trouble to document that he theoretical- 
ly sent money. While you have an Express Mail Next Day receipt, 
you don’t have any evidence that ... he actually sent money in that 
envelope. The jokester only has to create believability for a short 
time to draw others in and have them reinforce the believability 
amongst themselves. The receipt qualifies for that as it is apparently 
‘independent’ from the flyer. Since there wasn’t any legitimate 
address where the target audience could actually send money, the 
jokester logically would be the one that claims he sent the money.” 
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(Ron did really well here, then in the next paragraph, he starts to 
drift into a fantasy world. | disavow any knowledge of the following 
sentences.) 

“Of course,” continues Ron, “Armand is dead, and can’t defend 
himself, which presents the second possibility — you, Myron Xenos. 
We only know what you tell us about the event. You also have by 
some strange coincidence Armand Champa’s Express Mail receipt. As 
a book dealer, you probably have very close ties with postal workers. 
They certainly could help you with disguising the post office the 
flyer was sent from. Finally, how delicious would it be if you could 
double your pleasure by playing the situation for a second joke — 
the jokester seemingly searching for the jokester! ‘Fess up!” (Ron, are 
you sure you are not a lawyer?) 

The last missive came from George Kolbe himself. Here is his e- 
mail, just as it was sent: 

““Cold Case,’ huh. Could there be a Rocky River Nexus? Just ask- 
ing. Ha!” (Very terse, George. You were never known for brevity. 
Hmmmm.) 

Well, there you have it. Accusations, denials, facts, rumors, his- 
torical data blurred by the passage of time. We have rounded up the 
usual suspects, and after much interrogation, find it necessary to 
release them. As for me, I choose to carve into stone the words of 
Bart Simpson once again: | didn’t do it! I didn’t do it! You can’t 
prove it! I didn’t do it. 
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Numismatic Sidelights: Perry W. Fuller 
by Leonard Augsburger 


Two entries in Gengerke ; 
hide the story of Perry Wade | 
Fuller, Known primarily in | 
numismatic circles as the auc- | 
tioneer of the 1934 Baltimore 
gold hoard.! The two Fuller sales 
noted in Gengerke, in May 1935 
and May 1936, hardly a foot- 
note in the corpus of numismat- 
ic cataloguing, nevertheless pro- 
vide an opportunity to delve 
into the life of an American col- 
lector and dealer. 

Fuller (Figure 1) was born in 
Louisburg, North Carolina, the 
son of Robert Festus Fuller and 
Amarilla Priscilla Edwards on 
June 17, 1889.2 His grandfather, 
William Norwood Fuller, was a 
Civil War veteran. A surveyor by | 
trade, family history conveys — 
that many of William’s period 
plat maps can be found in the Louisburg, North Carolina courthouse 
archives. Following the war, William maintained a large tobacco and 
cotton farm which was worked by freed slaves. The former slaves 
maintained their own gardens and livestock, while supplied by 
William with the staples of daily life such as flour and sugar. The 
. farm was also the site of the school attended by William’s grandchil- 
dren, including Perry Fuller.3 Perry’s interest in stamps was kindled 
at a young age. His father bred carriage horses, and one day a broth- 


Figure 1: Perry W. Fuller. 


!M. Gengerke, American Numismatic Auctions, 8th ed. (Rocky River, 
1990), p. 76. 

2 Fuller, Perry. Application for Social Security Number, 1/3/1951. The 
Social Security Death Index can be accessed at <ancestry.com> and other 
genealogical Web sites. Copies of individual applications, usually filled out 
in the applicant’s own handwriting, are available from the Social Security 
Administration in Baltimore. 

3 Fuller Family Archive, a selection of news clippings and written recol- 
lections of Julia Fuller (Fuller’s second wife), supplied to the author by 
Priscilla Menzies (daughter of Fuller), along with a cover letter containing 
additional information. Unfortunately, some of this material is unattributed 
as to date or source. 
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er of Perry dared him to ride an unbroken animal. After mounting 
the horse, Perry was violently thrown onto the sharp stump of a 
recently cut pine tree and he severely injured his stomach. He was 
bedridden for about a year and it was during this period that he 
developed an interest in stamps.+ Later he was known for being 
patient with young stamp collectors, no doubt recalling his own 
childhood.»° 

Perhaps not seeing any future on the horse farm, Fuller came to 
Baltimore as a young man, being then in the shirt business. Family 
lore has it that he came to Baltimore to study medicine but was 
repelled by the sight of blood and decided to make his professional 
mark elsewhere.° About 1915 he was married to Anita Sherwood.’ 
She was the daughter of prominent Baltimore businessman John 
Sherwood, the president of the Old Bay Line, a shipping concern 
running between Baltimore and Norfolk. Anita’s brother, also named 
John, developed Sherwood Gardens, an arboretum which remains a 
popular Baltimore attraction, particularly in the spring.’ The 
Gardens were featured in National Geographic magazine in April, 
1941 and May, 1956.? 

Fuller had three children by his first marriage,!° which ended in 
divorce,!! and two by his second wife. The 1930 federal census 
places him in Baltimore living with his first wife, three children, and 
one African-American servant, renting a residence owned by his 
mother-in-law which was valued at $20,000. Rent for Fuller was set 
at $100 per month, a large sum at the time (working class families, 
by comparison, might pay $20 per month). The “servant,” a William 
Fields, was actually the family chauffeur who lived in the carriage 
house.!? A grandson suggested that Fuller was not always the most 
successful businessman,!? and perhaps financial strain led to tension 
in the marriage. 

Fuller became a full time collectibles dealer around 1925.14 His 


+ Priscilla Menzies (daughter of Perry Fuller). Telephone interview, 
12/31/2003. 


> Wade Fuller (grandson of Perry Fuller). Telephone interview, 
10/4/2003. 
© Menzies interview and Perry Fuller obituary, Baltimore Sun, 7/19/1979. 


’ Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930, Baltimore MD, enumera- 
tion district 520. 


8 Menzies interview. 
° National Geographic Index, <www.nationalgeographic.com>. 


10 Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930, Baltimore MD, enumera- 
tion district 520. 


11 Fuller interview. 

12 Menzies interview. 

13 Fuller interview. 

'4 Fuller obituary, Baltimore Sun, 7/19/1979. 
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main interest was stamps, but he also dealt in coins, documents, 
paintings and antiques. For a time he maintained an art gallery in 
downtown Baltimore.!5 Fuller himself collected Austrian stamps, but 
generally felt that dealing and collecting were best kept separate, lest 
one get overly sentimental in business dealings.!© In 1938, Fuller 
handled the receipt from the federal government for the Star 
Spangled Banner, woven by Mary Pickersgill in 1813.!7 Fuller sold 
the document to the Baltimore Flag House for $250, a sum perhaps 
much less than its value. Fuller strongly felt that the document 
should remain in Baltimore.!8 Fuller regularly cranked out philatelic 
auction catalogues, conducting 55 sales between 1926 and 1955.!9 
Fuller’s chef d’oeuvre was without doubt the cataloging of the Peters 
Confederate stamp collection in 1949, which remains a standard 
Confederate reference to this day.29 On the business front, Fuller 
handled the famed “inverted Jenny” stamp at least twice.2! He was 
active in area philatelic societies, served as President of the Baltimore 
Philatelic Society in 1939,22 and co-chaired the American Philatelic 
Society convention in Baltimore in 1941.23 

The convention, held at the Lord Baltimore Hotel, was not 
Fuller’s first visit to this venue. Fuller’s most notable numismatic 


1S Menzies interview. 

16 Fuller Family Archive. 

'7 Frederick Maryland Daily News, 3/10/1938, p. 7. 

18 Fuller Family Archive. The flag itself now resides in the Smithsonian. 
The receipt came into Fuller’s office via an African-American junk dealer 
amid a pile of old papers and letters. What Fuller himself paid for it is 
unrecorded. 

19 E-mail from Herbert Trenchard, historian of the Baltimore Philatelic 
Society, 2/4/2004. 

20 Fuller obituary, Baltimore Sun, 7/19/1979. 

21 Fuller Family Archive. We will try not to dwell on philately too much 
except to say that this 1918 issue, originally distributed in a single sheet of 
100 stamps (and since divided up), is one of the most famous of all 
American stamps and has sold for over $100,000. It is replete with its own 
lore, such as the case of one being swept up (and later retrieved) by a vacu- 
um cleaner. The original block of 100 was once owned by Col. E.H.R. Green 
— sharpies will note that he once owned all 1913 Liberty nickels as well. If 
you’ve read this far we may as well point out that a descendant of one of the 
Baltimore hoard litigants believes that they are related to the same Green 
family. Perhaps this is evidence of a hoarding chromosome, or perhaps not. 
We make no representations in this matter; we are not geneticists. 

22 Washington Post, 6/18/1939, p. TS9. Accessed via <proquest.com>, 
which has the Washington Post indexed and electronically searchable for the 
period 1877-1954. This source contained many other citations for Perry 
Fuller, typically noting his philatelic auction sales or club activities. 

23 Washington Post, 4/20/1941, p. L4. 
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endeavor, the sale of the Baltimore gold hoard of 1934, had taken 
place at the same location in May, 1935.2+ The gold hoard, discov- 
ered by Theodore Krik Sines and Henry Harris Grob in the rear cellar 
of 132 S. Eden Street in August 1934, had been the subject of much 
litigation. Among the litigants were the owners of the 132 S. Eden 
property, who had certain connections to Perry Fuller. 

Elizabeth French and Mary Findlay, sisters, owned the 132 S. 
Eden property, and it seems that Elizabeth’s only son H. Findlay 
French, an attorney, handled most of their affairs. Unlike most of 
the hoard characters, the two sisters never spoke to the press, nor 
were they even identified in the press as sisters. The only public 
statements for the family came from H. Findlay French. Findlay 
French was a collector of early Maryland postmarks?> and a member 
of the Maryland Historical Society, having joined in November, 
1929.26 Mary Findlay and Perry Fuller joined the Society on the same 
day in February, 1930.27 H. Findlay French later contributed several 
book reviews to the Society journal,28 while Fuller used the journal 


24 L. Augsburger, “The 1934 Baltimore Gold Hoard,” Rare Coin Review 
no. 150 (November/December 2002), pp. 35-43. Bowersophiles will note 
that Q. David Bowers was entertained at the Lord Baltimore by Louis 
Eliasberg while previewing his collection prior to the first Eliasberg sale. E- 
mail from Q. David Bowers to the author, 1/12/2004: “Concerning 
Baltimore, in the summer of 1975 Louis E. Eliasberg asked me to come and 
spend a week with him in Baltimore to discuss his collection. I jumped at 
the opportunity, as although | had met him before, this promised to be a 
week of immersion with all of the things he had. He offered to pay my 
expenses, but | wanted to do this myself. He then mentioned that if he paid 
the expenses he would not be under any obligation to me, but he simply 
wanted to explore the coin market, the value of his collection, and get some 
comments from me as to the current market and related items. A friend of 
his owned at one time or owned at that time the Lord Baltimore Hotel, and 
Louis, Sr., arranged to put me up there in fine style. We spent a week in the 
bank vault going over all of his things. On file cards he had notes about 
everything, including his acquisition cost and comments about later offer- 
ings of similar material. Now and again there was something puzzling — 
such as a coin he thought inexpensive or not rare that sold in the market for 
a high price, and he wondered why. I had a grand time, as the Eliasberg col- 
lection had not been examined in detail by anyone for quite a long time, so 
far as | know.” 

2S Baltimore Sunday Sun Magazine, 5/2/1954. The Baltimore Sun is indexed 
in card files by year, accessed at the Pratt Library in Baltimore. 

26 Maryland Historical Magazine 24 (1929), p. 385. The journal of the 
Maryland Historical Society, this resource is indexed at the Pratt Library in 
Baltimore. 

27 Maryland Historical Magazine 25 (1930), p. 83. 

28 Maryland Historical Magazine 40 (1945), p. 166. We got distracted 
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as an advertising vehicle.28 The two men were socially acquainted, 
according to a son of H. Findlay French, who added that the French 
family considered Fuller to be the best and most honest coin and 
stamp dealer in Baltimore.?9 

Regardless of any personal relationship between the Fuller and 
Findlay/French families, there is no evidence of favoritism in the 
handling of the hoard auction sale. A total of 438 lots realized 
$19,746.15. Fuller cited expenses of $1071.56 (a reasonable 5.4% of 
the total), and the remaining proceeds were split three ways between 
the two boys and their attorney.39 The sale was somewhat of a disap- 
pointment, with presale estimates coming in as high as $30,000. 
Fuller himself had predicted a figure of $25,000.3! Most lots sold for 
close to bullion value, set by the government at $35 per ounce. 

Fuller noted that requests for the catalogue, of which 3,000 
copies were printed, came in from all over the country. Mail bids 
were received on every lot in the sale.32 About one hundred people 
attended the sale in person.33 The Theodore Sines copy of the cata- 
logue, unannotated and creased, remains in the Sines family today. 
The whereabouts of the Grob copy are unknown. A contemporary 
press account indicates that Grob recorded, in pencil, at least some 
of the winning bids in his copy, in particular for the 1856-O $20 
which realized $105.34 The Pratt Library in Baltimore also contains a 
copy. 
Fuller did take certain short cuts in preparing the catalogue 
(Figure 2). Condition was described in rather terse terms, with all 
lots described only as “fine” or “very fine.” Furthermore, no mint- 


reading the book review contributed by H. Findlay French, because just 
below it was a review of “John Work Garrett and His Library at Evergreen 
House.” Garrett was evidently a bibliophile of a serious nature, and we were 
sorely tempted to immediately bolt to the Johns Hopkins University library 
where it is said that this unpublished monograph exists. Whether the 
Garrett library contained any numismatic material was not mentioned in 
this particular review, though it seems highly unlikely that it did not. 

28 For example, in the Maryland Historical Magazine 40 (1945), and in 
many other volumes as well. One ad reads, “Old letters written between 
1845 and 1870 often bear valuable stamps. Consult us before disposing of 
any old letters.” 

29 French, G. Ross (son of H. Findlay French). Telephone interview 
1/5/2004. French also offered that the mother of one of the boys involved in 
the gold hoard had all her teeth pulled and filled in with gold replacements. 
We have been unable to independently verify this rather amusing tidbit. 

30 Baltimore Sun, 4/23/1936, p. 26. 

31 Baltimore Evening Sun, 4/18/1935, p. 8. 

32 Baltimore News and Post, 5/2/1935, p. 21. 

33 Baltimore Sun, 5/3/1935, p. 26. 

34 Baltimore Sun, 5/3/1935, p. 26. 
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Figure 2: Fuller’s 1935 auction catalogue of the 
Baltimore gold coin hoard. 
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marks are noted on any of the one dollar gold pieces, even though 
there were almost 3,000 such coins in the sale, mostly in bulk lots. 
The hoard, which closed in the 1850s,35 was either the first known 
case of collecting by mintmark, or Fuller conveniently ignored the 
mintmarks on the one dollar pieces. By contrast, the remainder of 
the gold denominations, several hundred coins total, were all cata- 
loged by mintmark. 

Fuller was also charged with “curating” the coins, which had 
almost certainly been interred for at least seventy years. Apparently 
unfamiliar with how to do this, he consulted his dentist, who rec- 
ommended a treatment.3° The details are lost to history, though 
Fuller commented at the time that he boiled them in a solution, say- 
ing, “They’re not polished. That would have ruined them. They have 
simply been cleaned of corrosive substances. They are in unusually 
good condition.”?”7 In 1976, Fuller speculated that the hoard would 
then have a current value of over $1 million,?® further reaffirming 
his opinion as to the general condition of the hoard, as the bullion 
value of the entire auction sale contents in 1976 would have been 
only about $100,000. A daughter is quite sure that none of the coins 
remained in the Fuller family,3? though we believe that Fuller held 
out fifty one dollar gold pieces as souvenirs, which were perhaps 
sold in his downtown shop.?0 

Fuller’s second numismatic auction, held May 22, 1936, was a far 
more pedestrian affair (Figure 3). The sale consisted of 183 lots, pri- 
marily broken up proof and uncirculated sets of the early 1900s, 
including a respectable quantity, 29 coins, of proof gold. Among the 
proof double eagles, an example from 1907 sold for $72. Fuller had 
been appointed by a Baltimore court to conduct the sale, which rep- 
resented a portion of the estate of Judge Walter I. Dawkins. Dawkins 
was a prominent legal figure in Baltimore, serving on the Supreme 
Bench of Baltimore,*! and presiding over Circuit Court Number Two 
into the 1930s,42 this being the same court in which the Baltimore 


35 J. Kleeberg, “From Regional to National Gold Circulation Patterns: 
The Evidence of the Hull, Texas (1936) Hoard.” American Journal of 
Numismatics? 11 (1999), p. 75 has suggested the hoard was accumulated in 
response to the Panic of 1857. 

36 Fuller Family Archive. 

37 Baltimore Evening Sun, 4/18/1935, p. 8. See also Coin World 1/12/2004, 
p. 1 for further descriptions of gold conservation in relation to the SS Central 
America and SS Republic shipwrecks. 

38 Fuller Family Archive. 

39 Fuller Family Archive. 

40 Augsbeger (2002). 

41 Secretary of State, Maryland Manual, 1923. Archives of Maryland 
online, <www.mdarchives.state.md.us>. 

42 Washington Post, 4/16/1924, p. 15; also Frederick Post, 7/12/1930, p. 6. 
Baltimore City Circuit Court Number Two was used to adjudicate many 
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hoard litigation was later conducted, albeit under other judges. He 
was President of the Maryland Bar and a member of numerous 
Baltimore fraternal organizations, including the Maryland Historical 
Society.+3 

Fuller’s later years were marked by frequent trips to the office, 
where he labored into his mid-80s. In 1976, Fuller was honored 
upon the occasion of his 50 years in the stamp business at a banquet 
of the Baltimore Philatelic Society.44 Late in life he moved to a coun- 
try farm outside Baltimore, perhaps echoing his North Carolina 
roots, where he enjoyed long walks and mowing the lawn with his 
own tractor.*> Fuller passed away on July 17, 1979.46 His second 
wife, Julia, currently resides in a Baltimore nursing home. 

Following Fuller’s passing in 1979, the Baltimore Philatelic 
Society placed a photograph of him in a program for their annual 
show, writing that “BALPEX ’79 is dedicated to the memory of our 
friend, colleague and charter member. Those of us who were fortu- 


nate enough to know him, quickly came to respect and love him. He 
will be missed.’47 


domestic disputes, certain of which the local press seem to have greatly rel- 
ished. 

43 Washington Post, 7/4/1913, p. 3 and J. Matthews, Matthews' American 
Armoury and Blue Book (New York, 1907). 

44 Trenchard e-mail. 

45 Menzies interview. 

46 Fuller obituary, Baltimore Sun, 7/19/1979. 

47 Fuller Family Archive. 
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Jean Foy-Vaillant: The King’s Antiquary 
(1632 - 1706) 
by Christian E. Dekesel 


I. His Early Years in Beauvais 


Original source material concerning the life of Jean Foy-Vaillant 
is very difficult to trace and only very few authors refer to manu- 
script and archive material. It was only after painstaking research in 
the archives of Roy (Somme) and Beauvais (Oise) that we were able 
to track some original source material as far as it wasn’t destroyed 
during the heavy bombardement which struck the towns from the 
5th until the 8th of June 1940. 

Thanks to Renaud Rose,! who in 1887 made an inventory of the 
parish registers of Beauvais, we were able to trace the birth certificate 
of Jean Foy-Vaillant. Much to our surprise he wasn’t born as a 
Vaillant, as all his biographers led us to believe, but as: “Jean Foy, fils 
de Jean Foy et de Francoise de la Croix,” in the parish of Saint 
Estienne (Beauvais) on 24 May 1632. This information also puts a 
cloud of doubt upon his biography written by Leopold Renauldin,? 
where he states that the young Jean “est devenu orphelin des l’age 
de trois ans, il trouva un second pére dans |’un de ses oncles mater- 
nels, qui prit le plus grand soin de son éducation, et qui, voulant le 
faire entrer dans la magistrature, et lui destinant la place qu’il y 
occupait, le mit a l’étude de la jurisprudence. Le jeune Vaillant 
répondit complétement aux intentions généreuses de son bienfai- 
teur, qui en mourant, lui laissa, avec son nom [Foy ?], une partie de 
sa fortune. Cette position indépendante lui donnant la liberte de 
suivre son penchant, Vaillant abandonna |’étude de la jurisprudence, 
s’adonna a celle de l’art dé guérir, et se fit recevoir docteur en 
médecine.”3 As long as we don’t find more hard proof of this we feel 
obliged to discard this story. 


1 R. Rose, Inventaire sommaire des Archives Communales Antérieures a 1790 
(Beauvais, 1887), p. 138, GG4. 

2 L. J. Renauldin, Etudes historiques et critiques sur les médecins numisma- 
tistes, contenant leur biographie et l’analyse de leurs ecrits (Paris,1851), pp. 242- 
267. 

3 “became an orphan at three years of age, he found a second father in 
one of his maternal uncles, who took the greatest care of his education, and 
who, wanting to place him in a magistratacy, and intending for him the 
place which he[the uncle] occupied there, made him study the law. The 
young Vaillant answered completely the generous intentions of his benefac- 
tor, who while dying, left him, with his name [ Foy? ], and with a part of his 
fortune. This independent position giving him freedom to follow his lean- 
ing, Vaillant gave up the study of law, devoted himself to the art of healing, 
and received a doctorate in medicine.” 
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Figure 1: Portrait of Jean Foy-Vaillant engraved by N. Habert in 1688, 
taken from J. Foy-Vaillant, Numismata aerea imperatorum Augustarum et 
Caesarum in coloniis, municipiis, et urbibus (Paris, 1688). 
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Ernest Babelon# let his imagination run even wilder when he 
wrote that Jean Vaillant “partageait son temps entre l’étude de la 
médecine et celle des Belles Lettres, lorsque le hasard ayant fait 
tomber entre ses mains une trouvaille de monnaies antiques, il s’ap- 
plique a les déchiffrer, y trouva de l’interet et commence a former 
une collection. Il avait, d’ailleurs, un cousin Foy de Saint-Hilaire, 
chanoine a Beauvais qui était un curieux de médailles. A cause de 
cette parenté et, peut-étre, de cette communauté de gotts, Jean 
Vaillant signa Foy-Vaillant la plupart de ses écrits.”> This supposition 
is also totally unfound and lacks all hard evidence to prove 
Babelon’s case. 

From a contract concluded in 1631 between the mayor and 
aldermen of the city of Beauvais and Jean Foy (father of our Jean 
Foy-Vaillant), in which he received an annuity of ‘100 livres’ we 
learn that Jean Foy was a ‘Conseiller du Roi au Baillage et Siege 
Présidial de Beauvais.’ This proves the fact that his father was a local 
notable of some national importance in the judiciary. 

Our research into the archives of the Faculté de Médecine of the 
Sorbonne, convinced us of the fact that Jean Foy-Vaillant didn’t 
study medicine in Paris but probably acquired the title of docteur en 
médecine some other way. His son Jean-Francois Foy-Vaillant gradu- 
ated as a medical doctor at the Sorbonne after defending the usual 
three theses, the first in 1689 and the two others in 1690. 7 

Also in Beauvais we found that he married Antoinette Adrien on 
30 June 1654, with whom he had five children, two of whom died in 
infancy and were buried within the walls of the Notre-Dame de la 
Basse-Oeuvre.8 When Antoinette died, Foy-Vaillante wanted to 
marry her sister Louise Adrien, but in order to be able to do so he 
needed a papal dispensation. To obtain that dispensation he had to 
travel to Rome and contribute to the construction of Saint Peters 
Church. His son Jean-Francois was born in this city on 17 February 


4 E, Babelon, Traité des monnaies grecques et romaines. Premiere partie: 
Théorie et doctrine, vol. 1 (Paris, 1901), cols. 137-143 

5 “Jean Vaillant divided his time between the study of medicine and that 
of belles lettres, when chance brought a find of ancient coins into his hands, 
he applied himself to decipher them, found an interest in them, and started 
to form a collection. He had, moreover, a cousin — Foy de Saint-Hilaire, 
canon in Beauvais, who was also a coin collector. Because of this relation- 
ship and perhaps, the similarity of tastes, Jean Vaillant signed Foy-Valiant to 
the majority of his writings.” 

6 R. Rose, Inventaire sommaire des Archives Communales Antérieures a 1790, 
0): VOfECIe 

7 A. von Haller, Bibliothecce medicine practicce, qua scripta ad partem medi- 
cinee practicam facientia a rerum initiis ad A. 1775 recensentur, vol. 4 (Bere & 
Basila, 1776-1784), pp. 54, 91, 113, 345. 

8 Rose, p. 153, GG 165. 
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Family Tree of Jean Foy-Vaillant 


Jean Foy = Francoise de la Croix 


Jean Foy (Vaillant) 
Beauvais 24 May1632 - Paris 23 October1706 
= (1) Antoinette Adrien = (2) Louise Adrien 
married in Beauvais married in Rome 
on 30 June 1654 in 1663 (?) 


Five Children 


Jean-Francois Foy-Vaillant | Marie-Louise Foy-Vaillant 
Rome 17 February 1664 - 
Paris 17 November 1708 


1664. According to Aubin-Louis Millin,? the Foy-Vaillant family only 
returned to Paris in 1669. 

At present we don’t know when, how or why he acquired the 
name of Vaillant. We only know that his first numismatic book , 
published in 1674, carried the name IOANNEM VAILLANT as 
author.!0 


II. From Beauvais to Paris via Rome 


On their return from Rome in 1669 the Foy-Vaillant family took 
up residence in Paris. It is there that Jean Foy-Vaillant encountered 
Pierre Seguin, dean of Saint-Germain-l’Auxerrois, who was impressed 
by his knowledge and introduced him to Guillaume de Lamoignon 
(1617-1677), Premier President of the Law Courts and to de Morlay, 
Procureur-Général, both keen numismatists. It was de Marhande, 
Prévot, who brought him into contact with the keeper of the royal 
coin collection, who informed and recommended him to Jean- 
Baptiste Colbert (1614-1683), Prime-Minister of Louis XIV. Colbert 


9 A.-L. Millin, Antiquités nationales ou Recueil de monumens pour servir a 
histoire générale et particuliére de l’empire francois, tels que tombeaux, inscrip- 
tions, statues, vitraux, fresques, etc.; tirés des abbayes, monasteéres, chateaux et 
autres lieux devenues domaines nationaux, vol. 3 (Paris, 1791), p. 36. 

10 J. Foy-Vaillant, Numismata imperatorum romanorum, 2 vols. (Paris, 
1674). 
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invited him to become the King’s Antiquary, and travel to Italy to 
acquire coins, medals and other antiquities for the King’s Cabinet. 

In 1684 Jean Foy-Vaillant was asked by Francois-Michel Le 
Tellier, marquis de Louvois (1641-1691) to rearrange the King’s 
Cabinet and to establish a catalogue of that collection. He had 
already done the same for the Swedish Queen Christina (1626-1689) 
whose encyclopedic attitude contributed to his scientific numismat- 
ic development. During more than twenty years Jean Foy-Vaillant 
was also the keeper of the coins and medals of his “Royal” Highness 
Louis Auguste de Bourbon, duke de Maine (1670-1736), legitimised 
son of Louis XIV and Francoise-Thérése de Montespan (1640-1707). 

When the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres was reor- 
ganised in 1701, he was admitted as associated member, to become a 
full member on the death of Francois Charpentier (1620-1702). By 
becoming a full member of such a learned society his numismatic 
knowledge and expertise was fully recognised. 


III. Jean Foy-Vaillant as a Slave in Algiers 


In the service of Colbert and the French King, Jean Foy-Vaillant 
undertook many travels through Europe and the Middle-East. 

But only his adventures in Algiers come to us in great detail. 
During the last days of October 1674, only just returned from a long 
trip to Greece Italy and Sicily, where he was sent by Colbert to 
acquire a great number of coins and medals for the King’s Cabinet, 
he decided to leave for Rome to attend the festivities of the Holy 
Year 1675. He left Livorno on a small vessel for Rome, together with 
his valet Louis Ricard.!! A few days after their departure their vessel 
was preyed upon by a well known pirate, named Mezzomorto. They 
were taken to Algiers in spite of the existing Peace Treaty of 1628, 
modified by the Convention of 1636, between the Dey of Algiers 
and the King of France.!? 

After their debarcation in Algiers the Apostolic Delegate and 
Consul of France, the Reverend Jean Le Vacher (f 1683), protested 
against their incarceration and Jean Foy-Vaillant and his valet were 
not treated as prisoners anymore, but as noble pawns who could be 
used to pass-on messages from the Dey to the King of France. After 
four and a half months they were allowed to return to France having 
received twenty gold and two hundred silver coins, and also letters 
from Mohammed Ist El Hahi, Dey of Algiers to Louis XIV concerning 


11], le Vacher, Réle des Frangais qui étoient détenus en la ville d’Alger et qui 
ont repassé en France au mois de février de la présente année, mil six cents sep- 
tante-six, sur la barque nummée Saint Anne-Saint Joseph, commandee par patron 
Antoine Veneau, Marseille, Archives de la Chambre de Commerce de 
Marseille, AA, art. 467. 

12 H. Delmas de Grammot, Un Académicien captif a Alger (1674-1675) 
(Alger, 1883), 23 pp. 
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the liberation of Turkish and Algerian prisonners kept on the French 
galleys in Marseille. They left Algiers on 14 March 1675,!3 for 
Marseille. 

On their return journey to Marseille their vessel was nearly cap- 
tured again by pirates and Jean Foy-Vaillent decided to swallow all 
the gold coins in his possession. But the skipper was able to escape 
and enter the port of Marseille. The sheer weight of the gold coins 
proved a great burden on the stomach of Jean Foy-Vaillent but on 
his way from Marseille to Lyons he had already recuperated half of 
his valued treasure via the natural way! In Lyons he stayed with 
Philippe Sylvestre Dufour (1622-1687), to whom he sold a gold coin 
of the Roman Emperor Otho and five silver coins. This rather amus- 
ing story was told by Jacques Spon (1647-1685) who was, in spite of 
his Huguenot beliefs, a very good friend of Jean Foy-Vaillant.!4 

As soon as he arrived in Paris, Jean Foy-Vaillant reported to the 
Royal Court about his adventures and handed in the letters from the 
Dey of Algiers to Louis XIV. Orders were sent to Marseille for the lib- 
eration of the prisonners but it was only on 14 February 1676 that 
they were returned to Algiers. 

After this unpleasent experience he visited Italy another twelve 
times, and on two other trips he visited the Levant, England and the 
Netherlands. We found in the National Archives in Beauvais in the 
file of Baron de Honours Lecollier the passport and laisser-passer of 
Jean Foy-Vaillant for the Levant, signed by the King, and counter- 
signed by Colbert, dated a Paris le 12e jour de Septembre 1685.!5 


IV. His Memorial Stone in the Parish Church of Saint 
Benedict in Paris 


Jean Foy-Vaillant died in Paris on 23 October 1706, at the age of 
74. He was buried in the collegial and parish church of ‘Saint 
Bénédicte’ situated in the street named after the monastery of Saint 
Benedict. His son, Jean-Francois died about two years later on 17 
November 1708, at the age of 44 (according to Léopold Joseph 
Renauldin he was born in Rome on 17th February 1665,!© which 
would have made him only 43 years old). It was Jean Foy-Vaillant’s 
daughter, Marie-Louise who had this memorial tombstone erected 
for her parents and her brother. It carried the following text: 

D. O. M. 
JOANNI FOI-VAILLANT, 
BELLOVACO. 


13 Archives of the Chambre de Commerce of Marseille, AA, art. 467. 

14 J. Spon and G Wheeler, Voyage d’Italie, de Dalmatie, de Gréce, et du 
Levant, fait es années 1675, &t 1676, par Iacob Spon docteur medecin aggregé a 
Lyon, &t George Wheler gentilhomme anglois, vol. 1 (Lyon, 1678), p. 9. 

1S National Archives in Beauvais, n° 637. 

16 Renauldin, (1851) p. 464. 
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DOCTORI MEDICO, 

LUDOVICI MAGNI ANTIQUARIO, 
CENOMANENSIUM DUCIS CIMELIARCO, 
REGIA INSCRIPTIONUM ET NUMISMATUM 
ACADEMIZ SOCIO, 

VIRO FAMA NOMINIS TOTA EUROPA CELEBERRIMO, 
SUMMIS PRINCIPIBUS PROBATISSIMO, 

QUI HOC SUB LAPIDE, 

UNA CUM CARISSIMA CONJUGE LUDOVICA ADRIEN, 
CONTUMULARI VOLUIT. 

OBIIT XXIII OCTOB. M. D. CC VI, ATATIS LXXV. 
ET 
JOANNI FRANCISCO FOI VAILLANT, JOANNIS FILIO, 
DOCTORI MEDICO PARISIENSI, 

EJUSDEM ACADEMI4& SOCIO, 
PATERNORUM STUDIORUM AMULO, 

DE RE ANTIQUARIA BENE MERITO; 

A QUO SPERANDA FUERUNT NON PAUCA, SI DIUTURNIOR 
ET VITA CONTIGESSET. 

OBIIT XVII NOVEMB. M. D. CC. VIII, 

ATATIS XLIV. 

MARIA LUDOVICA FOI VAILLANT, AMANTISSIMIS PARENTIBUS 
FRATRIQUE DULCISSIMO, 

EX HUJUS TESTAMENTO, 

HOC MONUMENTUM PONI CURAVIT. 
REQUIESCANT IN PACE.!7 


At the end of the 18th century the memorial stone was, accord- 
ing to the Inventory of the Paintings and Memorials of the Saint 
Benedict Church, established 30 of December 1790 by the painter 
Gabriel Francois Doyen (1726-1806),!8 placed in the Petit-Cimetiére. 
After the church was de-consecrated in 1791, and in 1854 finally 
pulled down by Haussman to make place for the rue des Ecoles. The 


17 Millin (1791), vol. 3, pp. 34-37 and E. Raune, Epitaphier du vieux Paris 
(Paris, 1890), p. 357. “To God the Best and Greatest. John Foy Vallaint, from 
Beauvais. Doctor of Medicine, antiquarian of the Great Louis, treasurer of 
the Duc de Maine, member of the Royal Institute of Inscriptions and Coins, 
a man whose name was celebrated throughout all Europe, held in the great- 
est esteem by leading men, who lies here under under this stone, with his 
most beloved wife Louise Adrien, with whom he wished to be burried. He 
died 22 October 1706, age 75. And John Francis Foy Valaint, the son of 
John, Doctor of Medicine in Paris, member of the same institute, equal to 
his father in scholarship, with great rewards in antiquarian matters; by 
whom not a few things had been hoped for (expected), if his life had been 
even longer. Died 17 November 1708, aged 44. Maria Louise Foy Vallaint, 
for her most beloved parents and dearest brother, according to his will, set 
up this monument. May they rest in peace.” 

18 National Archives, Paris, Bibliotheque Nationale (Richelieu), S.889A. 
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memorial stone was placed into the care of the museum at the Hotel 
of the Abbots of the Abbey of Cluny (which is in Burgundy),!9 where 
also the porch was re-erected against the northern wall of the Hotel. 
It was later transferred to the Carnavalet Museum to be broken up 
and used in 1873 for the foundations of the streets of Paris. 


V. His Numismatic Oeuvres 


We have divided Jean Foy-Vaillant’s numismatic publications 
into three categories: 


Category I: Those published during his lifetime and authored by 
himself. 

Category II: Those published after his death (1706) but still 
authored by himself. 

Category III: Those edited by him but based on books authored by 
other numismatists. 


The numbers in brackets (F1, F2, etc.) refer to the listings in the 
catalogue that follows on pp. 90-165. 


1. Numismata imperatorum romanorum preestantiora, a Iulio Coesare ad 
postumum et tyrannos [F1, F4, F8, F9, F10, F14, F15 and F31] 
(Categories I and I). 

The numismatic oeuvres of Jean Foy-Vaillant started with the 
publication of Numismata imperatorum romanorum (F1) published by 
Robert de Ninville and Jean Villery in 1674, in two volumes. This 
book went through another four editions. The second edition was 
published in Paris by Thomas Moette (F4). Ten years later, in 1692, 
the third edition appeared in Paris published by Jean I. Jombert (F8). 
The so-called fourth and fifth editions were published in Paris in 
1694 and 1696 by Jean I. Jombert (F9 and F14), and at the same time 
in Amsterdam by Georges Gallet (F10 and F15). An internal analysis 
of the printing errors of both editions provides us with the definite 
proof that the fourth and fifth editions were formed with the left- 
overs of the third edition to which one extra quire (ii) was added. 


2. Seleucidarum imperium sive historia regum Syriae |F2 & F3] 
(Category 1). 

Jean Foy-Vaillant’s travels to the Levant led to the publication 
in 1681 of his Selucidarum imperium sive historia regum Syriae, in Paris 
by Louis Billaine (F2). We dare to presume that the sale of that book 
wasn’t very successful because we have discovered that already in 
1682 no less than four other publishers, Thomas Moette (F3a), the 
widow of Francois Clousier (F3b), Pierre Aubouin II (1640-1712) 


19 —, Haraucourt and F. de Montremy, Musée des Thermes et de I’H6tel de 
Cluny. Catalogue Général, vol. 1: Le Pierre, Le Marbre et l’Abdatre (Paris, 1922), 
no. 354-355, 476-481, 484, 555, 562, 568 & 573. National Archives, Paris, 
Bibliotheque Nationale (Richelieu), S.889A. 
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(F3c), and Jean Guignard II (1632-1719) (F3d) issued the same book, 
with the same colophon,?° and the same printing errors of the 1681 
edition.2! Sometime in 1682, a consortium of printers/publishers 
acquired the stock of the 1681 edition from Louis Billaine and each 
one of them issued a quantity of that stock, providing it with an 
adapted title page. 


3. Selecta numismata antiqua ex Museo Petri Seguini [FS] (Category III). 

We already know that Jean Foy-Vaillant was acquainted with 
Pierre Seguin, dean of the church of Saint Germain l’Auxerrois in 
Paris. Pierre Seguin published a collection of tracts in Paris in 1665 
under the title: Selecta numismata antiqua ex Museo Petri Seguint.?2 
Jean Foy-Vaillant took care of a newly edited version of that book in 
1684 (F5), which he annotated and provided with a concluding 
chapter.[Figure 2] On the final title page of that book we can’t see 
the involvement of Jean Foy-Vaillant, but some years ago we discov- 
ered a publicity leaflet for the book in the Bibliotheque Mazarine,?% 
which clearly carries the name of Jean Foy-Vaillant, and mentions 
the final chapter written by him. 


4. Numismata cerea imperatorum augustarum et ceesarum in coloniis 
municipiis et urbibus [F6, F13, F16, F17, FI8& F19] (Category I) 

The publication history of this book by Jean Foy-Vaillant is most 
certainly one of the most complicated of all books published in the 
17th century. The first edition (F6), published in 1688, has no fewer 
than five varients and six printer-publishers! Five of them, the 
widow of Edme Martin II, Jean Boudot, Etienne Martin, Thomas 
Moette and Daniel I Horthemels, most likely established a consor- 
tium, deciding to print and publish the book together, and each tak- 
ing a share of the total number of copies printed, with an individu- 
alised title page carrying their name. The sixth, Jean Jombert, joined 
the group later and had a label printed which he stuck on top of the 
name of one of the other printers. Many of the copies which we 
examined carry a different printer-publisher’s name on volume I 
and/or volume II of this book. 

The second edition was published by Daniel II] Horthemels, in 
Paris in 1695 (F13). He re-issued the leftovers of this book in 1697 


20 On leaf (Mmm4)v° : Prima Operis Editio finita est XV. Maii 1681. 

21 On the first line of page 62, leaf H3v°, the name of the king is spelled 
as SLEUCI and not SELEUCI; sometimes there is a cancellans on the coin- 
plate on page 200, leaf (Bb4)v°; the typeset of the numbering of page 244 on 
leaf Hh2v° uses two different types of 4; the same applies to the 3s on pages 
303, 332, 333 and 336, on leaves (Pp4)r°, Tt2v°, Tt3r°, and (Tt4)v°; the quires 
Fff and Ggg are signed Ff et Gg; leaf Hhh2 is signed as Hh2; sometimes leaf 
LIl2 on page 451 is not signed. 

22 C.E. Dekesel, Bibliotheca Nummaria: A Bibliography of 17th Century 
Numismatic Books, vol. 3 (London-Crestline, 2003), p. 2501. 

23 Bibliothéque Mazarine — Paris, Catalogué A 15395 (20). 
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SELECTA 


NUMISMATA 
ANTIQUA 


Ex Mufeo PETRI SEGUINI, S. Germani 
Autiffiodorenfis Parif. Decani, 


EJUSDEM OBSERVATIONIBUS ILLUSTRATA. 


Editio altera emendatior , ¢7 plurimis rarifimis Nummis 
auctior. 


CUT Ae CESS ERUINa: 


I. Raph. Tricheti du Frefne ad P.| V. Pet. Seguini ad Odtavium Fale 
Seguinum,de NummoCatanenfi. conertum Nummus Regius. 
I]. P. Seguini ad Raph. Trichetum | VI. Ejufdem Seguini Agathode- 


du Frefne,de NummoBritannico, mon,ad Excellentifimum Virum 
111. Ejofdem Seguini Epiftola ad} Jo. Bapt. Colbercum Regni Ad- 
Fran. Gottifredum , fuper Dubiis miniftrum. 
quibufdam ad Nummos Familia- | V IT, Elegantiora Numifmata Mu- 
tum Rom.F. Urfini {pe@antibus. fei Abbatiz S. Genovefz Parif. 
IV. Ofétav. Faiconerii de Nummo| VIII, Ezechielis Spanhemi, de 
Apamenfi Deucalionei Diluviity- Nummo Smyrnzorum , feu de 
pum exhibente Differtatio,ad P.| Vefta & Prytanibus Gracorum, 
Seguinum. Diatriba. 


Cum Noris & Obfervationibus Jo. Fox-VAILLANT D. A. 
a 
LUTETI#AZ PARISIORUM, 


Sumptibus JOANNIS JOMBERT, prope Bafilicam 
RR. PP. Auguftinianorum , {ub B. Virginis infigni. 


MEP D CBU AIA Ad: 


Figure 2 
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(F16) without reprinting it. Also here we found many combined vol- 
umes I and II with the dates 1695/1697. 

It was Jean Foy-Vaillant who personally decided to have this 
book reprinted in 1698 in one volume by Andre Cramoisy (F1 7).24 It 
was a footnote in I.H. Van Eeghen’s magnum opus about the 
Amsterdam book trade between 1680 and 172525 that brought us 
upon the track of three letters written by Foy-Vaillant from Paris to 
the Huguetan Brothers and to William Smith in Amsterdam. The 
first of these letters, kept in the Manuscript Department of the 
University Library in Leiden,26 contains very valuable information 
about this book and also about his relationship with Huguetan 
brothers. It was written in Paris on 10 September 1689. [Figure 3] 

Amsterdam printers were notorious for pirated editions, and in 
the letter Foy-Vaillant complains about the fact that they are plan- 
ning to reprint the book without his permission. From this letter we 
also learn that he had this book printed at his own expense in no 
more than 400 copies, 300 of which were sold to subscribers and 100 
were still unsold. He offered these 100 copies to the Huguetan 
Brothers for 25 louis d’or for the lot. Apart from that, he also offered 
them his help in producing a new edition of the book, and he 
included two examples of coin illustrations within his letter, which 
should, according to him, illustrate the new edition. He also refers to 
the fact that 25 louis d’or for 100 books is a very small investment 
for such a great publishing house. At the same time he even orders 
twelve copies of the new edition, and stresses the fact that he is a 
Picardien himself, trying to get some sympathy from the 
printers/publishers, who originated from the same region. 

For years we had no idea if the deal with the Huguetan brothers 
took effect or not. We only knew that the 1700 edition (F19) of this 
book was produced by George Gallet, the master-printer of the 
Huguetan brothers. It was only ten years ago that we found the 
‘missing link’ in the library of the Benedictine Abbey of Gottweig in 
Austria: a 1699 edition (F18) with a new title page, published by Jean 
Jombert in Paris. In the intervening years we found copies of this 
edition in the Bibliothéque Municipale of Aix en Provence (France), 
in the Trinity College Library in Dublin (Ireland), and in the 
Biblioteca Universitaria Genovesi in Genoa (Italy). 

The Huguetan brothers stuck to their original idea of publishing 


24 C.E. Dekesel, “Jean Foy-Vaillant (1632-1706). The Antiquary of the 
King,” in Numismatische Literatur 1500-1864. Die Entwickelung der Methoden 
einer Wissenschaft, ed. P. Berghaus (Wolfenbiitteler Forschungen 64, {1995]), 
pp. 47-SS. 

25 ].H. van Eeghen, De Amsterdamse Boekhandel 1680-1725, vol. 3: 
Gegevens over de Vervaardigers, hun Internationale Relaties en de uitgaven, A-M, 
(Amsterdam, 1965), p. 177. 

26 Leiden University Library, Manuscript Department, Correspondence 
Jean Foy-Vaillant, Doc.Pap.15 Vaillant. 
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a new edition in 1700 (F19), but nevertheless used some of the mate- 
rial that Jean Foy-Vaillant put at their disposal. The two coin draw- 
ings, loosely added to his letter were actually used for the new edi- 
tion. The first one depicts a coin from Tyranum in Pontus and fig- 
ures on leaf f2r° of the Appendix Iconum. The second drawing 
depicts a coin from Ancyranorum in Phrygia and figures on leaf h2r° 
of the Nummorum Appendix. Both coins depict Cybele, a Phrygian 
earth goddess, with a mural crown, enthroned, looking left, holding 
a patera of phiale in her right hand and resting with her left hand or 
elbow on a tympanum. The book is printed from a totally new type- 
set by Georges Gallet, the master-printer of the Huguetan brothers. 


5. Ad totius Europe antiquarios |F7] (Category 1). 

This small publication, which many bibliographers suppose to 
have been printed in 1689, deals with the situation of the numisma- 
tists in Europe. In some attribute it to the French Jesuit numismatist 
Jean Hardouin (1640-1720). 


6. Selectiora numismata in cere maximi moduli e museo illustrissimi d.d. 
Francisci de Camps [F11, F12 & F30] (Categories I and II). 

Jean Foy-Vaillant was certainly involved in cataloguing the coin 
and medal collection of Louis XIV and of his brother the Duke of 
Maine, but they were never published, and only the manuscript ver- 
sions of these catalogues survived. 

But there were also other notables who called upon the services 
of Jean Foy-Vaillant. The abbot of Saint Marcel and Saint Marie of 
Signy, Francois de Camps, had his coin and medal collection cata- 
logued by him, which was published in 1694 (F11). The colophon 
was dated 2 October 1693,2” which means that the book was ready 
on that date. Nevertheless the title page carries the date 1694. The 
frontispiece and the plates were engraved by Francois Ertinger (1640- 
1710). 

Already in 1695 a pirated edition (F12) appeared which was 
printed in Amsterdam under the original Paris imprint. The text was 
completely reset and the frontispiece and all plates recut by Jan Van 
Vianen (c. 1660-1726). This practice again shows the difficulties with 
which the authors of books were confronted. Within approximately 
a year any book which was somewhat popular was reprinted in 
Amsterdam, which, was the world centre of such ignobel practices. 

The leftover plates of the original 1694 edition to which some 
other plates were added, forming a complete run of the Roman 
emperors, their wives and other members of their families (F30), 
were issued in 1737 by Victor Marie, duke of Estrees (1660-1737). 


7. Historia Ptolemeeorum A-gypti regum [F20] (Category I). 
His travels to Egypt proved to be profitable, because in 1701 Jean 


27 On leaf (a4)v°: “Achevé d’imprimer pour la premiere fois le 2. Octobre 
1693.” 
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Foy-Vaillant published one of the first books on the coins of the 
Ptolemaic dynasty. 


8. Nummi antiqui familiarum romanarum [F23] (Category I ) 

This majestic publication, the last to be published during Jean 
Foy-Vaillant’s lifetime, covers the Roman Republican coinage in 
great detail. 


9. Series nummorum antiquorum familiarum ac imperatorum [F32] 
(Category II?) 

This book was published after his death and was almost certainly 
not authored by Foy Vaillant but is merely a list of coins culled from 
his Numismata Imperatorum Romanorum (F31). 


10. Numismatic Articles In Periodicals (Categories I and II) 

From the moment Jean Foy-Vaillant became an associate mem- 
ber of the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres in 1701, he 
started to publish a number of articles in the house publication of 
that learned society. He wrote an article on the coinage of the 
Vaballathi of Palmyra,28 one on the real date of the birth of Jesus 
Christ derived from coins and medals,2? and another one on the 
titles used for Neocorus on Greek imperial coins.3° 

In 1702 he became a full member of that society replacing 
Francois Charpentier. In February he addressed a meeting of the 
Academy, honoring his predecessor with a paper on a coin of the 
Roman emperor Trajan (F21). This contribution was duly published 
in the Mémoires pour I’histoire des sciences et des beaux arts, and imme- 
diately pirated by the Huguenot printers in Amsterdam (F22). 

The same thing happened to his “Dissertatation sur l’année de la 
naissance de Jesus-Christ” in 1719 (F25). 

A few years later, in 1709, a Latin translations of the Trajan 
paper was included in the Electa rei numaria, published by Christian 
Liebezeit in Hamburg (F24). 

The flow of the numismatic publications of Jean Foy-Vaillant 
didn’t stop at his death in 1706. His daughter, Marie-Louise, took 
care of some manuscript material and had it published (F27). Pirated 
editions of this material were issued in the Netherlands and 
Germany. Most of his articles were translated, into English, and pub- 
lished at a later date (F26). 


28 J. Foy-Vaillant, “Discours sur la Médaille de la Reine Zenobie trouvée 
dans les Ruines de la Ville de Palmyre,” Histoire de l’Académie des Inscriptions 
et Belles-Lettres 4 (1701), pp. 219-225 and “Dissertation sur les Médailles de 
Vaballathus,” Idem. 4 (1701), pp. 234-245. 

29 J. Foy-Vaillant, “Dissertation sur l’année de la naissance de Jesus 
Christ, découverte par les Médailles antiques,” Histoire de l’Académie des 
Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres 4 (1701), pp. 495-507. 

30 J. Foy-Vaillant, “Du titre de Neocore/ dans les médailles greques frap- 
pees sous les Empereurs Romains,” Histoire de l’Académie des Inscriptions et 
Belles-Lettres 4 (1701), pp. 507-522. 
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Chronological Survey of the Publications 
of Jean Foy-Vaillant * 


Code: Fl 

Titlepage: Volume 1: NVMISMATA/ IMPERATORVM 
ROMANORVM/ PRASTANTIORA,/ A IVLIO CA:SARE/ AD/ 
POSTVMVM ET TYRANNOS./ Per IOANNEM VAILLANT 
Bellouacensem/ Doct. Med. &t Regium Antiquarium./ 
TOMVS PRIMVS./ DE ROMANIS EREIS/ SEV SENATUS- 
CONSVLTO PERCVSSIS./ PARISIIS,/ Apud { ROBERTVM DE 
NINVILLE, Via Iacobea,/ sub Scuto Francize & Nauarre./ Et 
IACOBVM VILLERY, Via que vulgo/ dicta est de la vieille 
Bouclerie, sub signo Stella./ M. DC. LXXIV./ CVM PRIVILE- 
GIO REGIS.// 
Volume II: NVMISMATA/ IMPERATORVM ROMANORVM/ 
PRASTANTIORA,/ A IVLIO CASARE/ AD/ POSTVMVM ET 
TYRANNOS./ Per IOANNEM VAILLANT Bellouacensem/ 
Doct. Med. &t Regium Antiquarium./ TOMVS SECVNDVS./ 
DE AVREIS ET ARGENTEIS./ PARISIIS,/ Apud { ROBERTVM 
DE NINVILLE, Via Iacobza,/ sub Scuto Francize & Nauarre./ 
Et IACOBVM VILLERY, Via que vulgo/ dicta est de la 
vieille Bouclerie, sub signo Stellz./ M. DC. LXXIV./ CVM 
PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 


Place of Publication: Paris. 
Publishers-Printers: Robert de Ninville & Jacques Villery. 
Year of Publication: 1674. 


Collation: 4°: Volume I: a4 A-Z4 Aa4 Bb2: 102 leaves numbered as: 
(8p.) + 183p. + (13p.). 
Volume II: a4 A-Z4 Aa4 Bb2: 102 leaves numbered as: (8p.) 
+ 180p. + (16p.). 


31 The abbreviations and terminology are those used in C. E. Dekesel, 
Bibliotheca Nummaria: Bibliography of 16th Century Numismatic Books 
(London and Crestline, 1997) and C. E. Dekesel, Bibliotheca Numaria II: 
Bibliography of 17th Century Numismatic Books, 3 vols (London and Crestline, 
2003). 
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Code: F2 


Titlepage: Half title: HISTORIA/ REGUM SYRI4.// 

Title: SELEUCIDARUM/ IMPERIUM,/ SIVE/ HISTORIA 
REGUM/ SYRI4/ ad _ fidem NUMISMATUM accommoda- 
ta,/ Per J. FOY-VAILLANT Bellov. D. Med. &t Regis Antiq./ 
LUTECI& PARISIORUM,/ Excudebat LUDOVICUS BIL- 
LAINE, an. M. DC. LXXXI./ CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS 
CHRISTIANISS.// 

Place of Publication: Paris. 

Publisher-Printer: Louis Billaine (+ 25.viii.1681) 

Year of Publication: 1681. 

Collation: 4°: a4 64 i4 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-Mmm4: 244 leaves num- 
bered as: (24p.) + 463p. + (1p.). 

Colophon: On (Mmm4)v*: Prima Operis Editio finita est XV. Maii 
1681.// 

Characteristics: On page 62 line 1 on H3v° is the name of the 
king spelled as SLEUCI instead of SELEUCI, there is some- 
times a cancellans on top of the coinplate on page 200 on 
(Bb4)v°, there are two types of 4 used in the page number 
244 on Hh2yv,° there are two types of 3 used in the 
pagenumbers 303, 332, 333, and 336 on (Pp4)r,° Tt2v,° 
Tt3r,° and (Tt4)v,° quires Fff and Ggg are signed as Ff and 
Gg, leaf Hhh2 is signed as Hh2, leaf LII2 on page 451 is 
sometimes not signed. 
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SELEUCIDARUM 


IMPERIUM, 


SIVE 


HISTORIA REGUM 
SYRI£ 


ad fidem NUMISMATUM accommodata, 
Per}. Foy-VarLiant Bellov. D.Med.do Regis Antig. 


LUTECIZ PARISIORUM, 


Excudebat LUDOVICUS BILLAINE, an. M. pa. rxxxI. 
CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS CHRISTIANISS. 
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Code: 


F3 


Titlepage: Half title for the four issues : HISTORIA/ REGUM 


F3a 


F3b 


F3c 


F3d 


SYRIZ.// 

Title Issue I: SELEUCIDARUM/ IMPERIUM,/ SIVE/ HISTO- 
RIA/ REGUM SYRI4/ ad fidem NUMISMATUM accommo- 
data,/ Per J. FOY-VAILLANT Bellov. D. Med. &t Regis 
Antiq./ LUTECIZ PARISIORUM,/ Excudebat THOMAS 
MOETTE, an. M. DC. LXXXII./ CVM PRIVILEGIO REGIS 
CHRISTIANISSIMI.// 

Title Issue II: SELEUCIDARUM/ IMPERIUM,/ SIVE/ HISTO- 
RIA/ REGUM SYRI4/ ad fidem NUMISMATUM accommo- 
data,/ Per J. FOY-VAILLANT Bellov. D. Med. &t Regis 
Antiq./ LUTECIZ PARISIORUM,,/ Excudebat V. FRANCISCI 
CLOUZIER, an. M. DC. LXXXII./ CVM PRIVILEGIO REGIS 
CHRISTIANISSIMI.// 

Title Issue [1]: SELEUCIDARUM/ IMPERIUM,,/ SIVE/ HISTO- 
RIA/ REGUM SYRI4/ ad fidem NUMISMATUM accommo- 
data,/ Per J. FOY-VAILLANT Bellov. D. Med. &t Regis 
Antig./ LUTECIZ PARISIORUM,/ Excudebat PETRUS 
AUBOUYN, an. M. DC. LXXXII./ CVM PRIVILEGIO REGIS 
CHRISTIANISSIMI.// 

Title Issue IV: SELEUCIDARUM/ IMPERIUM,/ SIVE/ HISTO- 
RIA/ REGUM SYRI4/ ad fidem NUMISMATUM accommo- 
data,/ Per J. FOY-VAILLANT Bellov. D. Med. &t Regis 
Antiq./ LUTECIZ PARISIORUM,/ Excudebat JOHANNES 
GUIGNARD, an. M. DC. LXXXII./ CVM PRIVILEGIO REGIS 
CHRISTIANISSIMI.// 


Place of Publication: Paris. 


Publishers-Printers: Issue | : Thomas Moette. F3a 
Issue II: Widow of Francois Clousier. F3b 
Issue III: Pierre Aubouin II (1640-03.08.1712). F3c 
Issue IV: Jean Guignard II (1632-09.04.1719). F3d 


Year of Publication: 1682. 
Collation: 4°: a4 @4 14 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-Mmm4 : 244 leaves num- 


bered as: (24p.) + 463p. + (1p.). 


Colophon: On (Mmm4)v’ in all issues : Prima Operis Editio finita 


est XV. Maii 1681.// 


Characteristics: There are four issues of this book which all have 


the same printing errors and the colophon as the 1681 edi- 
tion. They were probably made up from the leftovers of 

the 1681 edition. 

On page 62 line 1 on H3v°is the name of the king spelled as 
SLEUCI instead of SELEUCI, there is sometimes a cancellans 
on top of the coinplate on page 200 on (Bb4)v’, there are 
two types of 4 used in the pagenumber 244 on Hh2v’, there 
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are two types of 3 used in the pagenumbers 303, 332, 333, 
and 336 on (Pp4)r°, Tt2v°, Tt3r°, and (Tt4)v°, quires Fff and 
Ggg are signed as Ff and Gg, leaf Hhh2 is signed as Hh2, 
leaf L112 on page 451 is sometimes not signed. 
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SELEUCIDARUM 


IMPERIU M> 


Sy ey eee 


HISTORIA 


BEE GU Vie Sy RT 7a 


ad idem NUMISMATUM accommodata, 
PerJ. SORES Se Bellow. D. Med. &F Regis Antiq. 


LUTECLE SPMORISTOnTUME: 
Excudebas JOANNES GUIGNARD, an. m. pe. txxxl. 
CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS CHRISTIANISSIMI. 
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Code: F4 

Titlepage: Volume I: NVMISMATA/ IMPERATORVM 
ROMANORVM/ PRASTANTIORA,/ A IVLIO CASARE/ AD/ 
POSTVMVM ET TYRANNOS./ Per JOANNEM VAILLANT 
Bellovacensem/ Doct. Med. &t Regium Antiquarium./ 
TOMVS PRIMVS./ DE ROMANIS AEREIS/ SEV SENATUS- 
CONSVLTO PERCVSSIS./ PARISHS,/ Apud THOMAM 
MOETTE, via vulgo Bouclerie, ad/ terminum Pontis Sancti 
Michaélis sub imagine/ Sancti Alexij./ M. DC. LXXXII./ 
CVM PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 
Volume II: NVMISMATA/ IMPERATORVM ROMANORVM/ 
PRASTANTIORA,/ A IVLIO CASSARE/ AD/ POSTVMVM ET 
TYRANNOS./ Per JOANNEM VAILLANT Bellovacensem/ 
Doct. Med. &t Regium Antiquarium./ TOMVS SECVNDVS./ 
DE AVREIS ET ARGENTEIS./ PARISIIS,/ Apud THOMAM 
MOETTE, via vulgo Bouclerie, ad/ terminum Pontis Sancti 
Michaélis sub imagine/ Sancti Alexij./ M. DC. LXXXII./ 
CVM PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 


Place of Publication: Paris. 
Publisher-Printer: Thomas Moette. 
Year of Publication: 1682. 


Collation: 4°: Volume I: f2 a4 A-Z4 Aa4 Bb2: 104 leaves numbered 
as : (12p.) + 183p. + (13p.). 
Volume II: £2 A-Z4 Aa4 Bb2: 100 leaves numbered as: (4p.) 
+ 180p. + (16p.). 

Characteristics: Volume II: Leaf (Bb2) is blank end leaf. 
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Code: F5 


Titlepage: SELECTA/ NUMISMATA/ ANTIQUA/ Ex Museo PETRI 
SEGUINI, S. Germani/ Autissiodorensis Paris. Decani./ EJUS- 
DEM OBSERVATIONIBUS ILLUSTRATA./ Editio altera 
emendatior, &t plurimis rariSimis Nummis/ auctior./ CUI 
ACCESSERUNT/ I. RAPH. TRICHETI DU FRESNE/ ad P. 
Seguinum de Nummo Ca-/ tanensi./ II. P. SEGUINI ad 
Raph. Triche-/ tum du Fresne, de Nummo Bri-/ tannico./ Ill. 
Ejusdem SEGUINI Epistola ad/ Fran. Gottifredum, super 
Dubiis/ quibusdam ad Nummos Familia-/ rum Rom. F. 
Ursini spectantibus./ IV. OCT. FALCONERII de Num-/ mo 
Apamensi Deucalionei Dilu-/ vii typum exhibente 
Dissertatio./ V. P. SEGUINI ad Octavium Fal-/ conerium 
Nummus Regius./ VI. Ejusdem SEGUINI Agatho-/dzmon, 
ad Excellentiss. Virum/ Jo. Bapt. Colbertum Regni Ad-/ 
ministrum./ VII. Elegantiora Numismata Musei Abbatie S. 
GENOVEFZ& Pa-/ risiensis./ VIII. EZECH SPANHEMIH, de/ 
Nummo Smyrneorum, seu de Vesta & Prytanibus 
Grecorum,/ Diatriba./ LUTETIZ PARISIORUM,,/ Sumptibus 
JOANNIS JOMBERT, prope Basilicam/ RR. PP. 
Augustinianorum, sub B. Virginis insigni./ M. DC. 
LXXXIV./ CVM PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 

Place of Publication: Paris. 

Publisher-Printer: Jean Jombert I. 

Year of Publication: 1684. 

Collation: 4°: a4 A-Z4 Aa-Xx4 Yy5 Zz4 Aaa-Ggg4: 217 leaves num- 
bered as: (8p.) + 419p.(!) + (Sp.). 

Characteristics: A collection of tracts by Pierre SEGUIN, and oth- 
ers, about Gods and Goddesses, and about famous Roman 
coins of the Republican and Imperial era, edited by Jean 
Foy-Vaillant. There is an extra leaf YyS bound in after 
(Yy4), pagenumbers 358 and 359 used for the second time 
on (Yy4)v° and YySv’. 
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Soh: DE GalwA 


NUMISMATA 
Foal OeUGA 


Ex Mufeo PETRI SEGUINI, S. Germani 
Autiffiodorenfis Parif. Decani, 


EJUSDEM OBSERVATIONIBUS LULU SAAT A, 


Editio altera emendattor 5 €7 plarimis ravifimi Nummus 
auctior. 


CUT BrALGHG E515 Ahan i 


T.Raryu. Tricuseri pu Fresne| V. P. S:cuiwi ad OGavium Fal. 
ad P, Seguinum, de Nummo Ca- conerium Nummus Regius. 
tancnfi. V1. Ejufdem Secuinr Agatho- 

I]. P.Securwni ad Raph. Triche- dxmon,ad Excellenuff. Virum 
tum du Frefne, de Nummo Bri- Jo. Bapt. Colbertum Regni Ad- 
tannico. miniftrum. 

LI]. Ejofdem Secuin:Epiftolaad | VII. Elegantiora Numifmata Mu- 
Fran Gottifredum , fuper Dubus fei Abbaiix S.GENOVETFA Pa- 
quibufdam ad Nummos Familia- rifienfis. 
rum Rom. F. Urfini fpeftanribus. | VITI. Ezecr Spanuemit, de 

IV. Oct. Farconerii de Num- Nummo Smyrnzorum , feu de 
mo Apamenfi Deucalionei Dilu- Vefta & Prytanibus Gracorum, 
vitypum exhibente Differtatio. Diatriba. 


(me 


LUGE DLA Re STO RUM, 
Sumptibus JOANNIS JOMBERT, prope Bafilicam 
RR. PP. Augouftinianorum , fub B. Virginis infigni, 

Mie ABM Ce IU SRG 5.61 bale 
CVMA PREV ELE GIO GREGIS. 
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Code: F6 


Titlepage: Issue I: Volume I: NUMISMATA/ A.REA/ IMPERATO- 
RUM,/ AUGUSTARUM, ET CASARUM,,/ IN COLONIIS,/ 
MUNICIPIIS, ET URBIBUS/ JURE LATIO DONATIS,/ Ex 
omni modulo percussa./ Auctore JO. FOY-VAILLANT 
Bellovaco, Doct. Med./ &t Seren. Ducis Cenomanensium 
Antiquario./PARISIIS,/ SUMPTIBUS AUCTORIS,/ Apud / 
{Viduam EDM. MARTIN./ IOANNEM BOUDOT./ Et 
STEPHANUM MARTIN.} via Iacobza/ sub aureo/ Sole./ 
M. DC. LXXXVII./ CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 

Volume II: NUMISMATA/ AZREA/ IMPERATORUM,/ 
AUGUSTARUM ET CASARUM,/ IN COLONIS ET 
MUNICIPHS/ Ex omni modulo percussa./ PARS ALTERA./ 
Auctore IO-FOY-VAILLANT Bellovaco, Doct. Med. &t Seren. 
Ducis/ Cenomanensium Antiquario./ PARISHS,/ 
SUMPTIBUS AUCTORIS,/ Apud / {Viduam EDM. MAR- 
TIN./ IOANNEM BOuDOT./ ET STEPHANuM MARTIN. } 
via lacobza/ sub aureo/ Sole./ M. DC. LXXXVIII./ COM 
PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 


Place of Publication: Paris. 


Publishers-Printers: Issue 1: Widow of Edme Martin II 
(+12.v.1670), Jean Boudot I (1651-27.xii.1706) & Etienne 
Martin (+ 1703). 
Issue II: Daniel Horthemels I (+ 08.x.1691). 
Issue III: Thomas Moette. 
Issue IV: Thomas Moette but without an ornamental cen- 
tral illustration on the titlepages. 
Issue V: Jean Jombert I. 


Year of Publication: 1688. 


Collation: 2°: Volume I: Portrait a-b4 c2 map A-Z4 Aa-Rr4 Ss1 Tt- 
Zz2 Aaa2: portrait + 183 leaves + map numbered as : por- 
trait + (20p.) + 1 map + 346p. 

Volume II: f1 A-Z4 Aa-Yy4 Zz2 Aaa-Fff2 : 195 leaves num- 
bered as: (2p.) + 386p. + (2p.) 

Characteristics: All issues have an identical collation. 

Issue II: Bold printing has been replaced by : “DANIELEM 
HORTHEMELS, in vico lacozo,/ sub signo Mecenatis.” 
Issue III & IV: Bold printing has been replaced by: 
“THOMAM MOETEE, in vico de la Vieille Bouclerie,/ sub 
signo Sancti Alexii.” 

Issue IV is identical to issue III except for the fact that there 
is no ornamental central illustration on the titlepages of 
both volumes. 
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Issue V: a label has been stuck on both titlepages with the 


text: “‘Apud JOANNEM JOMBERT, prope magnum 


Coenobium RR. PP./ Augustinensium, ab insigne B. 
Virginis.’ On top of the originally printed printer’s 
address of ‘Apud DANIELEM HORTHEMELS, in vico 


Iacobeo,/ sub signo Meecenatis.’ 


Volume II: In all issues page 144 on (S4)v° is numbered as 


344, leaf (Fff2) is blank end leaf. 


NUMISMATA 
HREA 


IMPERATORUM. 
AUGUSTARUM,ET CHSARUM, 
IN COLONIIS. 
MUNICIPIIS, ET URBIBUS 
JURE LATIO DONATIS5, 


Ex omni modulo percuffa. 


Auffore JO. FOY-VAILLANT Bellovacw, Do. Med. 
Seren. Ducis Cenomanenfium Antiquario. 


PARISIIS, 
SUMPTIBUS AUCTORTS, 


[ Viduam Epm. Martin, 7 vid Tacobaa 
Apud 43 loannem Boupor, , fab aureo 
Bt SrerpHANumM Martin, ! Sole. 


M. DC. LXXXVIIL_ 
CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS. 
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NUMISMATA 
AREA 


IMPERATORUM, 
AUGUSTARUM,ET CASARUM., 


ENReZ® LOIN iTS: 
MUNICIPIIS, ET URBIBUS 
TO RUE ATL OLD NALD Is: 


Ex omni modulo percufla. 


Anitore 30. FOY-VAILLAN T Bellovaco, Dot. Med. 
er Seren. Ducis Cenomanenfium Antiquario. 


Dokicne feukp: 


PARISIIS, 
SUMPTIBUS AUCTORIS, 
| . G nobium RR. PP. : 
SF ey Peet tent Uta mies visu’ 7 
aaa nase ARN |e ee capre 
MeeO.C. Lack evi 
CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS. 
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Code: F7 


Titlepage: AD/ TOTIUS EUROPA ANTIQUARIOS./ Utrum laurea 
Eumenio Pacato concedenda ?// 


Place of Publication: Paris. 
Publisher-Printer: s.n. 

Year of Publication: 1689. 

Collation: A4: 4 leaves numbered as: 6p. + (2p.). 


Characteristics: In some libraries this tract is catalogued under 
HARDOUIN Jean S.J. (1640-1720). The name “Eumenio 
Pacato” is a pseudonym-nickname for Jean Hardouin. Leaf 
(A4) is blank end leaf. 
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ke ddlbebab ke bblek keh kel RURAL LTR 
AD 


TOTIUS EUROPE ANTIQUARIOS. 


Utrum laurea Eumenio Pacato concedenda? 


23 vf Emo veftrimeft, Vint rnLustRes,ad quos Eumenii Pacati de re nummaria 
NNO Libri & Epiftole non petvenerint. Ab annis odo Populorum & Urbium naummos 
“fo NES illuftrare , imo derurpare,a greflus eft. A quinque Antirrheticum de Nummis Colo- 
° Yeese niatum & Municipiorum edidir; fed vanum & ridiculum. Nuper Epiftolam de Num~- 
mis Samaritanis emifit ; fed quorum interptetationem per Emiffarium Antiquario acris ingenii & 
variz eruditionis furripuerat. Nudiuftertius alreram contra quofdam hujufce antiquitatis cultores 
( quos vocat Farderatos ) vulgavit: eo tanuim facceffu ut fe illis omnino imparem demonflratit. 

Primus Eumenii foecus ftatima utin lucem prodiit, totius Europz Antiquatii deillius Pr2fationis 
ja@antia conquefti fant : libros enim eorum qui rem nummariam commentariis illuftratant, er- 
toribus ita featere, ut fingulis feré eflent afperfi paginis, velut ex tripode pronuntiavit : unde 
opus fam, ERRATA ANTIQUARIORUM meritd cenfuit appellandum. Majora gloriosé 
& magnificé pollicitus , fpem omnem de fe & expedtationem infregit. Primo afpectu periti we- 
centosin illoerrores deprchenderunt 3 innumeros deprehenfuri , fi evolvendo & percurrendo vel 
minimdm immorari voluiffent. Quas Antiquariis faffuranus eft nummorum infcriptiones , malé 
legit: omnes Audtorum etrores haufir, & in librum fuum congeffit ,quemeonomine ERRATA 
ANTIQUARIORU™M nuncuUpate jure potuit : Antiquarius temporis momento fungi infar 
fadtus, fed eo ritulo non diu potiturus. 

Cam ledta effer Verfaliis, Sire Regii nummi defcriberentur, arrogans omnino prima libri Po- 
pulorum & Urbium Prefatio , in qua Eumenius rem nummatiam fe folum callere ja@abat , a Se~ 
nioribus fuis vocatus, mox alteram fubftituere juflus eft. In ed verd fe non Regios & Urbis An- 
tiquarios petere palam profeffus, illos appellar Erudiros; & librum,, in quo trecenti erant repetti 
errores , non amplitsnominare AwT1QuARTORUM ERRATA aufus eft, Sed jam {parfo 
de tot erroribus rumore , Auétor Nuntiorum Reipublicz Litterariz in Hollandia illos indicavit: 
ideo furens tanquam Eumenidum filius, Eumenias appellarus, feque itrifum putans, de fama 
per candem viam urcumque refarciendé follicitus, Antiquarios in altero Diario ad etrores fibi 
demonftrandos invitat; deinde per amicos moleft? quofdam follicitat. Parifiis tandem exiit de 
Coloniis & Municipiis liber , in quo nummorum ab Eumenio perperam explanarorum aliqua 
pats habetur, eique centum & aliquot lapfus graviffimi norantur; quos clm revocare debuiffer, 
exa{peratus magis, & Antirrheticum aggreffus, errores erroribus cumulavit. 

Antitrheticus, Eumenii partus infelix alter, ftilo plurimis in locis faceto ad fermmonem hila- 
ritate quadam confpergendum {criptus eft , tanquam eo modo infulfas a fe allaras rationes poffet 
pratendere. Innumera in co probra & convitia rabularum more defperatam caufam peroranuum, 
adje&t4 invidiosd verborum farragine , ad novas tergiverfationes magis ineptas tidafque re- 
currit, Quid moramurit en hujus libri elogium, Parifios nuper ab Antiquario illuftri miffum, 
Legi Antirrheticum, ac fubnotavi fupra olfoginta errata hominis omnia feribentis ex ingens » 
guafi fabulas compingeret , ac non biftorica monumenta , gua Romanorum monumentis confirmanda 
erant, ut aliquam sifdem fuss diflis idem circumponeret. Est totus, totus bofpes in Romanes rebus. 
furo me nullum hattenus ejus molis » gua parva eff »volumen legiffe in guo tot errata erraté cone 
denfentur. 

Non igitur multum laboris & operz in Antirrhetico confurando pofuit Coloniarum 8 Mu- 
nicipiorum Scriptor ; facil ip fuit, VrRi ILLUSTRES, Opus a vobis probatum penicus 


110 SUMMER 2004 * THE ASYLUM 


Code: F8 

Titlepage: Volume I: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANO- 
RUM/ PRASTANTIORA/ A JULIO CASARE/ AD/ POSTU- 
MUM ET TYRANNOS./ Per JOANNEM VAILLANT 
Bellovacum, Doct./ Med. &t Seren. Ducis Cenomanensium 
Antiquarium./ TOMUS PRIMUS./ DE ROMANIS AEREIS/ SEU 
SENATUSCONSULTO PERCUSSIS./ Editio altera emendatior 
& plurimis rarissimis nummis/ auctior./ CUI ACCESSIT/ 
SERIES NUMISMATUM MAXIMI MODULI/ NONDUM 
OBSERVATA./ LUTETIZ PARISIORUM,/ Sumptibus JOAN- 
NIS JOMBERT, prope Basilicam/ RR. PP. Augustinianorum, 
sub B. Virginis insigni./ M. DC. XCII./ CUM PRIVILEGIO 
REGIS. 
Volume II: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANORUM/ 
PRASTANTIORA/ A JULIO CASARE/ AD/ TYRANNOS 
USQUE./ Per JOANNEM VAILLANT Bellovacum, Doct./ 
Med. &t Seren. Ducis Cenomanensium Antiquarium./ 
TOMUS SECUNDUS./ DE AUREIS ET ARGENTEIS/ Editio 
altera plurimis rarissimis Regum & Urbium/ nummis ut & 
maximis & quinariis auctior./ CU] ACCESSERE/ EORUM 
OMNIUM INTERPRETATIONES./ LUTETI PARISIORUM,/ 
Sumptibus JOANNIS JOMBERT, prope Basilicam/ RR. PP. 
Augustinianorum, sub B. Virginis insigni./ M. DC. XCII./ 
CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS. 


Place of Publication: Paris. 
Publisher-Printer: Jean Jombert I. 
Year of Publication: 1692. 


Collation: 4°: Volume I: a4 €2 A-Z4 Aa-Kk4 *4: 142 leaves num- 
bered as: (12p.) + 256p.+ (16p.). 

Volume II: a4 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-Hhh4 : 220 leaves num- 
bered as: (8p.) + 397p. + (35p.). 

Characteristics: Volume I: Page 52 on G2v° is numbered as 38, 
leaf N3 on page 101 is not signed, leaf Y2 on page 171 is 
signed as X2, name of ELAGABALUS on page 224 on 
(Ee4)v° is printed as ELAGALUS, leaf Hh2 on page 243 is 
signed as H2. 

Volume II: Page 150 on leaf T3v° is numbered as 152, leaf 
Ddd3 on page 397 is not signed, leaf (Hhh4) is blank end 
leaf. 
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Code: 
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KY 


Titlepage: Volume I: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANO- 


RUM/ PRASTANTIORA/ A JULIO CASARE/ AD/ POSTU- 
MUM ET TYRANNOS./ Per JOANNEM VAILLANT 
Bellovacum, Doct./ Med. &t Seren. Ducis Cenomanensium 
Antiquarium./ TOMUS PRIMUS./ DE ROMANIS 4AREIS,/ 
SEU SENATUS CONSULTO PERCUSSIS./ Editio tertia emen- 
datior & plurimis rarissimis nummis/ auctior./ CUl ACCES- 
SIT/ SERIES NUMISMATUM MAXIMI MODULI/ NONDUM 
OBSERVATA./ LUTETIZ PARISIORUM,/ Apud JOANNEM 
JOMBERT./ M. DC. XCIV./ CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 


Volume II : NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANORUM/ 
PRASTANTIORA/ A JULIO CASARE/ AD/ TYRANNOS 
USQUE. / Per JOANNEM VAILLANT Bellovacum, Doct./ 
Med. &t Seren. Ducis Cenomanensium Antiquarium./ 
TOMUS SECUNDUS./ DE AUREIS ET ARGENTEIS./ Editio 
tertia plurimis rarissimis Regum & Urbium/ nummis ut & 
maximis & quinariis auctior./ CU] ACCESSERE/ EORUM 
OMNIUM INTERPRETATIONES./ LUTETIZ PARISIORUM./ 
Apud JOANNEM JOMBERT./ M. DC. XCIV./ CUM PRIVILE- 
GIO REGIS.// 


Place of Publication: Paris. 

Publisher-Printer: Jean Jombert I. 

Year of Publication: 1694. 

Collation: 4°: Volume I: a4 é2 *4 **1 A-Z4 Aa-Kk4: 145 leaves num- 


bered as: (26p.) + 256p.+ (8p.) 
Volume II: *4 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-lii4 : 224 leaves numbered 
as:(8p.) + 397p. + (43p.) 


Characteristics: Volume I: Leaf a4 is signed as *3, leaf e3 is not 


signed, leaf *2 of the Index is signed as **2, leaf O3 on page 
109, leaf li3 on page 253, and leaf Kk3 are not signed. 
Volume II: Leaf Ddd3 on page 317 is not signed, leaf (lii4) 
is blank end leaf. 
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Code: F10 

Titlepage: Volume I: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANO- 
RUM/ PRASTANTIORA/ A JULIO CASARE/ AD/ POSTU- 
MUM ET TYRANNOS./ Per JOANNEM VAILLANT 
Bellovacum, Doct./ Med. &t Seren. Ducis 
Cenomanensium Antiquarium./ TOMUS PRIMUS./ DE 
ROMANIS AREIS,/ SEU SENATUS CONSULTO PERCUSSIS./ 
Editio tertia emendatior & plurimis rarissimis nummis/ auc- 
tior./ CUI ACCESSIT/ SERIES NUMISMATUM MAXIMI 
MODULI/ NONDUM OBSERVATA./ AMSTELODAML/ Apud 
GEORGIUM GALLET./ M. DC. XCIV.// 
Volume II: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANORUM/ 
PRASTANTIORA/ A JULIO CASSARE/ AD/ TYRANNOS 
USQUE./ Per JOANNEM VAILLANT Bellovacum, Doct./ 
Med. &t Seren. Ducis Cenomanensium Antiquarium./ 
TOMUS SECUNDUS./ DE AUREIS ET ARGENTEIS./ Editio 
tertia plurimis rarissimis Regum & Urbium/ nummis ut & 
maximis & quinariis auctior./ CU] ACCESSERE/ EORUM 
OMNIUM INTERPRETATIONES./ AMSTELODAMI./ Apud 
GEORGIUM GALLET./ M. DC. XCIV.// 

Place of Publication: Amsterdam. 

Publisher-Printer: Georges Gallet (+ 1724). 

Year of Publication: 1694. 

Collation: 4° : Volume I: a4 é2 *4 **1 A-Z4 Aa-Kk4: 145 leaves 
numbered as: (26p.) + 256p.+ (8p.) 
Volume II: *4 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-lii4 : 224 leaves numbered 
as: (8p.) + 397p. + (43p.). 

Characteristics: Volume I: Leaf a4 is signed as *3, leaf e3 is not 
signed, leaf *2 of the Index is signed as **2, leaf O3 on page 
109, leaf Ii3 on page 253, and leaf Kk3 are not signed. 
Volume II: Leaf Ddd3 on page 317 is not signed, leaf (Iii4) 
is blank end leaf. 
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Code: Fil 

Titlepage: SELECTIORA/ NUMISMATA/ IN AERE/ MAXIMI MOD- 
ULI/ E MUSEO/ Illustrissimi D.D. FRANCISCI DE CAMPS,/ 
Abbatis S. Marcelli, &t B. Mariz de Siniaco./ Concisis inter- 
pretationibus per D. VAILLANT/ D. M. & Cenomanen-sium 
Ducis Antiquarium./ ILLUSTRATA/ PARISHS,/ Apud ANTO- 
NIUM DEZALLIER, in Vico/ San-Jacobeo, ad Coronam 
Auream./ M. DC. XCIV./ CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 


Place of Publication: Paris. 
Publisher-Printer: Antoine Dezallier (1642-06.04.1716). 
Year of Publication: 1694. 


Collation: 4° : {1 a4 A-S4 T2 + 59 plates : 79 leaves + S59 plates num- 
bered as: (10p.) + 132p. + (16p.) + (S9pIl.). 

Colophon: On (a4)v° : Achevé d’imprimer pour la premiere fois le 2. 
Octobre 1693.// 

Characteristics: Frontispiece on (f1): SELECTIORA/ NUMISMA- 
TA.// signed : Graué et desin. par Francois. Ertinger A Paris. 
A° 1690.// 

All plates are carrying the number of the opposite page : 
plate (1) between (a4)v° and Alr’, plate (3) between Alv® 
and A2r°, plate (5) between A2v° and A3r°, plate (7) 
between A3v° and (A4)r°, plate (9) between (A4)v° and Bir’, 
plate (11) between B1v° and B2r°, plate (13) between B2v* 
and B3r°, plate (15) between B3v° and (B4)r°, plate (17) 
between (B4)v° and Clr°, plate (19) between Clv° and C2r’, 
plate (21) between C2v° and C3r’, plate (23) between C3v° 
and (C4)r°, plate (25) between (C4)v° and D1r°, plate (29) 
between D2v° and D3r°, plate (31) between D3v° and 
(D4)r°, plate (33) between (D4)v° and Elr°, plate (35) 
between Elv° and E2r°, plate (37) between E2v° and E3r°, 
plate (39) between E3v° and (E4)r°, plate (41) between 
(E4)v° and Fl1r°, plate (43) between Flv° and F2r’, plate (45) 
between F2v° and F3r°, plate (47) between F3v° and (F4)r°, 
plate (49) between (F4)v° and G1r’°, plate (53) between G2v° 
and G3r°, plate (55) between G3v° and (G4)r°, plate (57) 
between (G4)v° and HIr°, plate (59) between H1v° and 
H2r°, plate (63) between H3v° and (H4)r°, plate (65) 
between (H4)v° and I1r°, plate (69 numbered as 71) 
between I2v° and [3r°, plate (71 numbered as 69) between 
I3v° and (14)r°, plate (73) between (14)v° and K1r°, plate (75) 
between K1lv° and K2r°, plate (77) between K2v° and K3r°, 
plate (79) between K3v° and (K4)r°, plate (81) between 
(K4)v° and LIr’°, plate (83) between Liv° and L2r°, plate (85) 
between L2v° and L3r°, plate (87) between L3v° and (L4)r°, 
plate (89) between (L4)v° and M1I1r’, plate (93) between 
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M2v° and M3r°, plate (95) between M3v° and (M4)r°, plate 
(97) between (M4)v° and Ni1r°, plate (99) between Niv° and 
N2r°, plate (101) between N2v° and N3r’°, plate (103) 
between N3v° and (N4)r°, plate (105) between (N4)v° 

and Olr°, plate (107) between Olv® and O21’, plate (109) 
between O2v° and O3r°, plate (113) between (O4)v° and 
Pir’, plate (115) between P1v° and P2r°, plate (117) 
between P2v° and P3r°, plate (119) between P3v° and (P4)r°, 
plate (121) between (P4)v° and Q1r’, plate (123) between 
Qlv° and Q2r°, plate (125) between Q2v° and Q3r’, plate 
(129) between (Q4)v° and RI1r°, plate (131) between R1v° 
and R2r°, leaf (T2)v° is blank. 

The plates of this book were republished separately in 1737 
see: F 30: ESTREES Victor Marie d’ Duke d’Estrees. 
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Code: F12 

Titlepage: SELECTIORA/ NUMISMATA/ IN ZZRE/ MAXIMI MOD- 
ULI/ E MUSEO/ Illustrissimi D.D. FRANCISCI DE CAMPS/ 
Abbatis S. Marcelli, &t B. Mariza de Siniaco,/ Concisis 
interpretationibus per D. VAILLANT D.M./ & Cenomanen- 
sium Ducis Antiquarium,/ ILLUSTRATA./ PARISHUS,/ Apud 
ANTONIUM DEZALLIER, in Vico San Jacobeo,/ ad Coro- 
nam Auream./ M. DC. XCV./ CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 


Place of Publication: Paris (Amsterdam). 
Publisher-Printer: Antoine Dezallier (1642-06.04.1716). 
Year of Publication: 1695. 


Collation: 4° : {1 a4 A-S4 T2 + 59 plates : 79 leaves + 59 plates 
numbered as: (10p.) + 132p. + (16p.) + (S9pl.). 

Characteristics: Frontispiece on (f1): SELECTIORA/ NVMISMA- 
TA.// signed: Jan Van Vianen fecit.//, leaf (T2) is blank end 
leaf. 
This is almost certainly a Dutch pirated edition after the 
original of 1694. All the plates, including the frontispiece, 
have been recut, and the whole of the text reset. 
All plates are carrying the number of the opposite page : 
plate (1) between (a4)v° and Alr’, plate (3) between Alv° 
and A2r°, plate (5) between A2v° and A3r’, plate (7) 
between A3v° and (A4)r°, plate (9) between (A4)v° and Bir’, 
plate (11) between Blv° and B2r’, plate (13) between B2v° 
and B3r°, plate (15) between B3v° and (B4)r°, plate (17) 
between (B4)v° and Clr°, plate (19) between Clv°® and C2r’, 
plate (21) between C2v° and C3r°, plate (23) between C3v° 
and (C4)r°, plate (25) between (C4)v° and D1r°, plate (29) 
between D2v° and D3r’°, plate (31) between D3v° and 
(D4)r°, plate (33) between (D4)v° and El1r°, plate (35) 
between Elv° and E2r°, plate (37) between E2v° and E3r°, 
plate (39) between E3v° and (E4)r°, plate (41) between 
(E4)v° and F1r°, plate (43) between Flv° and F2r°, plate (45) 
between F2v° and F3r°, plate (47) between F3v° and (F4)r°, 
plate (49) between (F4)v° and Gl1r°, plate (53) between G2v° 
and G3r°, plate (55) between G3v° and (G4)r°, plate (57) 
between (G4)v° and H1r°, plate (59) between H1v° and 
H2r°, plate (63) between H3v° and (H4)r’, plate (65) 
between (H4)v° and I1r°, plate (69 numbered as 71) 
between I2v° and I3r°, plate (71 numbered as 69) between 
I3v° and ([4)r°, plate (73) between (14)v° and Ki1r°, plate (75) 
between Klv° and K2r°, plate (77) between K2v° and K3r°, 
plate (79) between K3v° and (K4)r°, plate (81) between 
(K4)v° and LIr°, plate (83) between Liv° and L2r°, plate (85) 
between L2v° and L3r°, plate (87) between L3v° and (L4)r°, 
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plate (89) between (L4)v° and M1r’, plate (93) between 
M2v° and M3r°, plate (95) between M3v° and (M4)r°, plate 
(97) between (M4)v° and NIr°, plate (99) between N1v° and 
N2r°, plate (101) between N2v° and N3r’*, plate (103) 
between N3v° and (N4)r°, plate (105) between (N4)v° 

and Olr°, plate (107) between Olv® and O2r’, plate (109) 
between O2Vv° and O3r°, plate (113) between (O4)v° and 
Pir°, plate (115) between Plv° and P2r’, plate (117) 
between P2v° and P3r°, plate (119) between P3v° and (P4)r°, 
plate (121) between (P4)v° and Q1r°, plate (123) between 
Qlv° and Q2r°, plate (125) between Q2v° and Q3r’, plate 
(129) between (Q4)v° and Rir®, plate (131) between Rlv° 
and R2r°, leaf (T2) is blank end leaf. 

The plates of this book were republished separately in 1737 
see: F 30: ESTREES Victor Marie d’ Duke d’Estrees. 
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Code: F13 

Titlepage: Volume I: NUMISMATA/ 4:REA/ IMPERATORUM,/ 
AUGUSTARUM, ET CA&SARUM,/ IN COLONIS, MUNICIPI- 
IS, / ET URBIBUS JURE LATIO DONATIS,/ Ex omni modulo 
percussa./ PARS PRIMA./ Auctore JO. FOY-VAILLANT 
Bellovaco, Doct. Med. &t Seren. Ducis/ Cenomanensium 
Antiquario./ PARISIIS,/ SUMPTIBUS AUCTORIS,/ Apud 
DANIELEM HORTHEMELS, in vico Jacobeo/ sub signo 
Mecenatis./ M. DC. XCV./ CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 
Volume II: NUMISMATA/ AZREA/ IMPERATORUM,,/ 
AUGUSTARUM ET CAESARUM,,/ IN COLONUS ET 
MUNICIPIS/ Ex omni modulo percussa./ PARS ALTERA./ 
Auctore IO-FOY-VAILLANT Bellovaco, Doct. Med. &t 
Seren. Ducis/ Cenomanensium Antiquario./ PARISHS,/ 
SUMPTIBUS AUCTORIS,/ Apud DANIELEM HORTHEMELS, 
in vico Jacobeo/ sub signo Mecenatis./ M. DC. XCV./ CUM 
PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 


Place of Publication: Paris. 

Publisher-Printer: Daniel Horthemels I. 

Year of Publication: 1695S. 

Collation: 2°: Volume I: *-**4 A-Z4 Aa-Ee4 Ff-Kk2 + 1 map : 130 
leaves + 1 map numbered as: (16p.) + 244p. + (1 map). 
Volume II: A-Z4 Aa-Hh4 li-Nn2 : 134 leaves numbered as : 
267p. + (1p.) 

Characteristics: Volume II: On page 250 on li v° the title is some- 
times printed as INDEX ANCTORUM instead of INDEX 
AUCTORUM. 
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Code: F14 


Titlepage: Volume I: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANO- 
RUM/ PRASTANTIORA/ A JULIO CASARE/ AD/ POSTU- 
MUM ET TYRANNOS./ Per JOANNEM VAILLANT 
Bellovacum, Doct./ Med. &t Seren. Ducis Cenomanensium 
Antiquarium./ TOMUS PRIMUS./ DE ROMANIS AEREIS,/ 
SEU SENATUS CONSULTO PERCUSSIS./ Editio tertia emen- 
datior & plurimis rarissimis nummis/ auctior./ CU] ACCES- 
SIT/ SERIES NUMISMATUM MAXIMI MODULI/ NONDUM 
OBSERVATA./ LUTETIZ PARISIORUM,,/ Apud JOANNEM 
JOMBERT./ M. DC. XCVI./ CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 


Volume II: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANO- 
RUM/ PRASTANTIORA/ A JULIO CASSARE/ AD/ TYRANNOS 
USQUE./ Per JOANNEM VAILLANT Bellovacum, Doct./ 
Med. &t Seren. Ducis Cenomanensium Antiquarium./ 
TOMUS SECUNDUS./ DE AUREIS ET ARGENTEIS./ Editio 
tertia plurimis rarissimis Regum & Urbium/ nummis ut & 
maximis & quinariis auctior./ CUI ACCESSERE/ EORUM 
OMNIUM INTERPRETATIONES./ LUTETIZ PARISIORUM,/ 
Apud JOANNEM JOMBERT./ M. DC. XCVI./ CUM PRIVILE- 
GIO REGIS.// 


Place of Publication: Paris. 
Publisher-Printer: Jean Jombert I. 
Year of Publication: 1696. 


Collation: 4°: Volume I: a4 e4 *4 **1 A-Z4 Aa-Kk4 : 145 leaves 
numbered as: (26p.) + 256p. + (8p.). 
Volume II: *4 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-lii4 : 224 leaves numbered 
as: (8p.) + 397p. + (43p.). 

Characteristics: Titlepages of both volumes are sometimes printed 
in black only. 
Volume I: Frontispiece on (a1): NVMISMATA/ IMPERATO- 
RIA/ A IVLIO AD POSTVMVM/ PER/ J. VAILLANT.// signed 
A. Schoonebeek/ del: et fec// 
Leaf a4 signed as *3 , leaf *2 signed as **2, leaf e3,is not 
signed, leaf *2 of the Index is signed as **2, leaf O3 on page 
109, leaf Ii3 on page 253, and leaf Kk3 are not signed. 
Volume II: Frontispiece on (*1) : NVMISMATA/ IMPERA- 
TORIA/ A IVLIO AD POSTVMVM/ PER/ J. VAILLANT.// 
signed A. Schoonebeek/ del: et fec// Leaf Ddd3 on page 317 
is not signed, leaf (lii4) is blank end leaf. 
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Code: F15 

Titlepage: Volume I: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANO- 
RUM/ PRASTANTIORA/ A JULIO CASARE/ AD/ POSTU- 
MUM ET TYRANNOS./ Per JOANNEM VAILLANT 
Bellovacum, Doct./ Med. &t Seren. Ducis Cenomanen-sium 
Antiquarium./ TOMUS PRIMUS./ DE ROMANIS AEREIS,/ 
SEU SENATUS CONSULTO PERCUSSIS./ Editio tertia emen- 
datior & plurimis rarissimis nummis/ auctior./ CUI ACCES- 
SIT/ SERIES NUMISMATUM MAXIMI MODULI/ NONDUM 
OBSERVATA./ AMSTELODAMI,/ Apud GEORGIUM_ _GAL- 
LET./ M. DC. XCVI.// 


Volume II: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANORUM/ 
PRAESTANTIORA/ JULIO CASSARE/ AD/ TYRANNOS 
USQUE./ Per JOANNEM VAILLANT Bellovacum, Doct./ 
Med. &t Seren. Ducis Cenomanensium Antiquarium./ 
TOMUS SECUNDUS./ DE AUREIS ET ARGENTEIS./ Editio 
tertia plurimis rarissimis Regum & Urbium/ nummis ut & 
maximis & quinariis auctior./ CU] ACCESSERE/ EORUM 
OMNIUM INTERPRETATIONES.// AMSTELODAMI,/ Apud 
GEORGIUM GALLET./ M. DC. XCVI.// 


Place of Publication: Amsterdam. 
Publisher-Printer: George Gallet (+ 1724). 
Year of Publication: 1696. 


Collation: 4°: Volume |: a4 e4 *4 **1 A-Z4 Aa-Kk4 : 145 leaves 
numbered as: (26p.) + 256p. + (8p.). 
Volume II: *4 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-lii4 : 224 leaves numbered 
as: (8p.) + 397p. + (43p.) 

Characteristics: Titlepages of both volumes are sometimes printed 
in black only. 
Volume I: Frontispiece on (al) : NVMISMATA/ IMPERATO- 
RIA/ A IVLIO AD POSTVMVM/ PER/ J. VAILLANT.// signed 
A. Schoonebeek/ del: et fec// 
Leaf a4 signed as *3 , leaf *2 signed as **2, leaf e3,is not 
signed, leaf *2 of the Index is signed as **2, leaf O3 on page 
109, leaf Ii3 on page 253, and leaf Kk3 are not signed. 
Volume II: Frontispiece on (*1): NVMISMATA/ IMPERATO- 
RIA/ A IVLIO AD POSTVMVM/ PER/ J. VAILLANT.// signed 
A. Schoonebeek/ del: et fec// Leaf Ddd3 on page 317 is not 
signed, leaf (lii4) is blank end leaf. 
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Code: F16 

Titlepage: Volume I: NUMISMATA/ AZREA/ IMPERATORUM,/ 
AUGUSTARUM, ET CASARUM,/ IN COLONIIS, MUNICIPI- 
IS,/ ET URBIBUS JURE LATIO DONATIS,/ Ex omni modulo 
percussa./ PARS PRIMA./ Auctore JO. FOY-VAILLANT 
Bellovaco, Doct. Med. &t Seren. Ducis/ Cenomanensium 
Antiquario./ PARISHS,/ SUMPTIBUS AUCTORIS,/ Apud 
DANIELEM HORTHEMELS, in vico Jacobzo/ sub signo 
Mecenatis./ M. DC. XCVII./ CUM PRIVILEGIO 
REGIS.// 


Volume II: NUMISMATA/ ZEREA/ IMPERATORUM,/ 
AUGUSTARUM ET CASARUM,/ IN COLONIIS ET 
MUNICIPIIS/ Ex omni modulo percussa./ PARS ALTERA./ 
Auctore IO. FOY-VAILLANT Bellovaco, Doct. Med. &t 
Seren. Ducis/ Cenomanensium Antiquario./ PARISHS,/ 
SUMPTIBUS AUCTORIS,/ Apud DANIELEM HORTHEMELS, 
in vico Jacobeo/ sub signo Mecenatis./ M. DC. XCVII./ 
CUM PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 


Place of Publication: Paris. 

Publisher-Printer: Daniel Horthemels II. 

Year of Publication: 1697. 

Collation: 2°: Volume I: *-**4 A-Z4 Aa-Ee4 Ff-Kk2 + 1 map: 130 
leaves + 1 map numbered as: (16p.) + 244p. + (1 map). 
Volume II: A-Z4 Aa-Hh4 li-Nn2 : 134 leaves numbered as : 
267p. + (1p.). 

Characteristics: Volume II: On page 250 on li v° the title is some- 
times printed as INDEX ANCTORUM instead of INDEX 
AUCTORUM. 
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Code: F17 

Titlepage: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM,/ AUGUSTARUM ET 
CASARUM,/ a Populis Romane ditionis/ GRACE’ 
LOQUENTIBUS/ EX OMNI MODULO PERCUSSA:/ QUIBUS/ 
Urbium Nomina, Dignitates, Prerogative, Societa-/ tes, 
Epoche, Numina, Illustres, Magistratus, Festa,/ Ludi, 
Certamina, & alia plurima, ad eas spectantia/ consignan- 
tur./ Per JOAN. VAILLANT Bellovacum, Doct. Medicum,/ &t 
Serenissimi Ducis Cenomanensis Antiquarium./ LUTETI£ 
PARISIORUM,,/ Ex Typis ANDREAZ CRAMOISY. M. DC. 
XCVIII./ CVM PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 


Place of Publication: Paris. 

Publisher-Printer: André Cramoisy. 

Year of Publication: 1698. 

Collation: 4° : a-b4 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-Ooo4 Ppp-Rrr2 : 254 leaves 
numbered as: (8p.) + 486p. + (6p.). 

Characteristics: Leaf 13 on page 61 is signed H3, leaf Ff4 on page 
231 is signed, page 265 on Ll1r° is numbered as 26, leaf 
(Rrr2) is blank end leaf. 
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Code: F18 


Titlepage: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM,/ AUGUSTARUM ET 
CA:SARUM,/ A POPULIS ROMANZ DITIONIS/ GRACE’ 
LOQUENTIBUS/ EX OMNI MODULO PERCUSSA:/ QUIBUS/ 
Urbium Nomina, Dignitates, Preerogative, Societates,/ 
Epoche, Numina, Illustres, Magistratus, Festa, Ludi,/ 
Certamina, & alia plurima, ad eas spectantia consignantur./ 
Per JOAN. VAILLANT Bellovacum, Doct. Medicum,/ &t 
Serenissimi Ducis Cenomanensis Antiquarium./ LUTETI£ 
PARISIORUM,/ Apud JOANNEM JOMBERT, ad portam 
Basilicae/ RR. PP. Augustinianorum, ad Virginis Imaginem./ 
M. DC. XCIX./ CVM PRIVILEGIO REGIS.// 


Place of Publication: Paris. 

Publisher-Printer: Jean Jombert I. 

Year of Publication: 1699. 

Collation: 4° : a-b4 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-Ooo4 Ppp-Rrr2 : 254 leaves 
numbered as: (8p.) + 486p. + (6p.). 

Characteristics: Leaf 13 on page 61 is signed as H3, leaf Ff4 on 


page 231 is signed, page 265 on Ll1r° is numbered as 26, 
leaf (Rrr2) is blank end leaf. 
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Code: F19 
Titlepage: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM,/ AUGUSTARUM ET 
Taaan Sia: / A POPULIS, ROMAN DITIONIS,/ GRA:CE’ 
OQUENTIBUS,/ Ex omni Modulo percussa:/ QUIBUS/ 
Baa Nomina, Dignitates, Prerogative, Societates, 
Epoche, Numina,/ Illustres, Magistratus, Festa, Ludi, 
Certamina, & alia plurima ad eas/ spectantia consignantur./ 
EDITIO ALTERA, AB IPSO AUCTORE RECOGNITA,/ emen- 
data, septingentis nummis aucta; additis ad quemlibet 
Imperatorem/ ICONIBUS./ CUI ACCESSIT/ DE NOTIS GRA- 
CORUM NUMISMATUM/ LITERALIBUS, ET ALTERA DE 
NUMERALIBUS EXPLANATIO./ Per JOAN. VAILLANT, 
Bellovacum, Doct. Medicum,/ &t Serenissimi Ducis 
Cenomanensis Antiquarium./ AMSTELZDAMI,/ Apud G. 
GALLET, Prefectum Typographize Amsteladamensis/ 
HUGUETANORUM./ M. DCC.// 
Place of Publication: Amsterdam. 
Publishers-Printers: Georges Gallet at the Huguetan Brothers. 
Year of Publication: 1700. 
Collation: 4°: f1 *4 **2 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa2 a-k2 : 213 leaves num- 
bered as: (14p.)+ 364p.(!)+ (2p.)+ 4p.+ (36p.). 
Characteristics: Page 288 on (Nn )v° is numbered as 88, the page 
numbers 339, 340, 341, 342, 343 & 344 (6) are used for the 
second time in quire Xx, leaf a2 on page 3 is signed as 
A2, cancellans on dr° were a new coin plate is stuck on top 
of the top-right coin plate, some copies of this book do not 
contain the quires h, i & k and have no chainword “NUM” 
on g2v°, which means that they were issued as such. 
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Code: F 20 


Titlepage: Half title: VAILLANT/ HISTORIA/ PTOLEMAORUM.// 
Title: HISTORIA/ PTOLEMZORUM/ Z2GYPTI/ REGUM,,/ Ad 
fidem NUMISMATUM accommodata./ Per J. VAILLANT 
Bellov. D. M. &t/ S. Ducis Cenom. Antiquarium./ 
AMSTELADAMI,/ Apud G. GALLET, Preefectum 
Typographiz/ HUGUETANORUM./ M. DCC I.// 


Place of Publication: Amsterdam. 


Publishers-Printers: Georges Gallet (+ 1724) at the Huguetan 
Brothers (Marc (1655-1702) & Pierre (1674-1740). 


Year of Publication: 1701. 


Collation: 2° : {2 *-**4 A-Z4 Aa-Dd4 Ee2 : 120 leaves numbered as : 
(20p.)+ 218p.+ (2p.). 

Characteristics: There is a cancellans stuck on top of the coin- 
plate on page 43 on F2r°, on page 70, line 1 on I3v° is print- 
ed PHLOPATORIS instead of PHILOPATORIS, on page 
103, line 1 on (N4)r° is printed PILOMETORIS instead of 
PHILOMETORIS. 
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Code: F21 

Titlepage: DISCOURS SUR UNE MEDAILLE/ de l’Empereur Trajan, 
la a la pre-/ miére Assemblée de |’Academie/ Royale des 
Inscriptions &t des Me-/ dailles. Par Mr. Vaillant Associe de/ 
la méme Academie.// 
IN: MEMOIRES/ POUR/ L’HISTOIRE/ Des Sciences & des 
beaux Arts./ Recueillis par l’Ordre de Son Altesse/ 
SerenifSime Monseigneur Prince/ Souverain de Dombes./ 
Fevrier 1702./ A TREVOUX,/ De |’Imprimerie de S.A.S./ Et se 
vendent a Paris,/ Chez JEAN BOUDOT Libraire Impri-/ meur 
Ordinaire du Roy, & de |’Acade-/ mie Royalle des Sciences, 
Rué S. Jaques/ au Soleil d’Or prés S. Severin./ Avec Privilege 
&t Approbation. 1702.// 

Place of Publication: Paris. 

Publisher-Printer: Jean Boudot (1651-27.12.1706). 

Year of Publication: 1702. 


Collation: 12°: A6r°-B2v°: 9 leaves numbered as: pp.11-28. 
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Code: F 22 

Titlepage: ARTICLE IX./ Discours sur une Médaille de l’Empereur 
Trajan,/ 1G a la premiere Assemblée de |’Academie Roya-/ le 
des Inscriptions &t des Medailles. Par Mr./ Vaillant Associé 
de la méme Academie.// 
IN: MEMOIRES/ POVR/ L’HISTOIRE/ DES/ SCIENCES/ ET 
DES/ BEAUX ARTS,/ Recueillis par l’ordre de S. A. S./ Mr. 
LE DUC DU MAINE./ Mois de Janvier & Fevrier/ DE L’AN 
M. DCC II./ Seconde Edition augmentée de diverses Remar- 
/ ques, &t de plusieurs Articles nouveaux./ TOME 
TROISIEME./ A AMSTERDAM,,/ Chez JEAN LOUIS DE 
LORME./ M. DCC II.// 


Place of Publication: Amsterdam. 

Publisher-Printer: Jean Louis De Lorme. 

Year of Publication: 1702. 

Collation: 8°: (V7)v°-X4r°: 6 leaves numbered as: pp.294-303. 
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Code: F23 


Titlepage: Volume I: Half title: NUMMI/ ANTIQUI/ FAMILIARUM/ 
ROMANARUM.// 
Title: NUMMI/ ANTIQUI/ FAMILIARUM/ ROMANARUM/ 
PERPETUIS/ INTERPRETATIONIBUS/ ILLUSTRATI,/ Per J. 
VAILLANT Bellovacum, D. M. &t/ S. DUCIS CENOM. 
Antiquarium./ VOLUMEN PRIMUM./ AMSTELA;DAMI,/ 
Apud G. GALLET, Prefectum Typograpgize/ HUGUETANO- 
RUM,/ M. DCC III.// 
Volume II: Half title: NUMMI/ ANTIQUI/ FAMILIARUM/ 
ROMANARUM.// 
Title: NUMMI/ ANTIQUI/ FAMILIARUM/ ROMANARUM/ 
PERPETUIS/ INTERPRETATIONIBUS/ ILLUSTRATI,/ Per J. 
VAILLANT Bellovacum, D. M. &t/ 8. DUCIS CENOM. 
Antiquarium./ VOLUMEN SECUNDUM./ AMSTELA:DAMI,/ 
Apud G. GALLET, Prefectum Typographize/ HUGUETANO- 
RUM, / M. DCC UI.// 


Place of Publication: Amsterdam. 


Publishers-Printers: Georges Gallet (+ 1724) at the Huguetan 
Brothers (Marc (1655-1702) & Pierre (1674-1740)). 


Year of Publication: 1703. 


Collation: 2°: Volume I: *-***4 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-Xxx4 76 plates : 
358 leaves + 76 plates numbered as : (24p.)+ 536p.+ 
LXXVIpIl. 

Volume II: A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-Zzz4 Aaaa-liii4 76 plates : 388 
leaves + 76 plates numbered as : 576p.+ pl.LXXVII-CLII+ 
(48p.). 

Characteristics: The two volumes of this book are sometimes 
bound in one, two or even three bindings. The plates are 
arbitrarily divided between the two volumes or bound sepa- 
rately. 

Volume I: Page 166 on X3v° is numbered as 163, page 224 
on (Ee4)v° is numbered as 226, the running title on the 
pages 282 on Nn lv’, 283 on Nn2r°, & 284 on Nn2v’° is 
changed from CLAUDIA to CLODIA, page 354 on Yylv’° is 
numbered as 345, page 357 on Yy3r° is numbered as 337, 
page 364 on Zz2v° is numbered as 346, page 430 on 
Hhh3v° is numbered as 426, page 453 on LII3r° is num- 
bered as 433. 

Volume II: Page 270 on LI3v° is numbered as 702, page 354 
on Yylv® is numbered as 345, page 518 on Ttt3v° is num- 
bered as 510, page 524 on Vvv2v° is numbered as 424, leaf 
Zzz3 on page 549 is not signed, page 558 on Aaaa3v’ is 
numbered as 559, page 566 on Bbbb3v° is numbered as 569. 
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Code: F 24 

Titlepage: 1X./ DISSERTATIO/ Cl. VALENTIS,/ Academiz 
Scientiarum & liberalium artium Socii, quam de numis/ 
nonnullis Imp. Traiani prima congregatione huius/ 
Academie Regie recitauit./ E Memoriis Triuultianis An. M 
DCC II. April. p.294. seqq.// 
IN: ELECTA/ REI/ NVMARIAE,/ SIVE/ SELECTAE/ DISSER- 
TATIONES/ De/ Rarioribus numis antiquis tam Grecis 
quam/ Latinis, ad Historiarum veterum monu-/ menta illus- 
tranda, & antiquitates Greecorum/ pariter atque 
Romanorum dilucidan-/ das, insigniter facientes./ Ex 
Gallico maximam partem latine translate,/ &t iunctim 
editz./ HAMBURGI,/ sumtu CHRISTIANI LIEBEZEITII./ 
Typis SCHULTZIANIS, AN. M DCC IX.// 


Place of Publication: Hamburg 

Publishers-Printers: Christian Liebezeit & Officina Schultzianum 
Year of Publication: 1709 

Collation: 4°: N2r°-Olv*: 4 leaves numbered as: pp.99-106 


Characteristics: This is the Latin translation of a paper that was 
delivered by Jean Foy-Vaillant before the ‘Académie des 
Inscriptions et Belles Lettres,’ and that was already pub- 
lished in Paris and Amsterdam in 1702 (F21 and F22). The 
pagination of the Amsterdam edition is reprinted in the 
margin. 
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Code: F25 


Titlepage: DISSERTATION/ SUR L’ANNE’E DE LA NAISSAN-/ CE DE 
JESUS-CHRIST. DE’-/ COUVERTE PAR LES ME-/ DAILLES 
ANTIQUES./ Par feu M. VAILLANT le Pere.// 


IN: MEMOIRES/ DE/ LITERATURE,/ TIRES DES REGISTRES 
DE L’ACADEMIE/ ROYALE DES/ INSCRIPTIONS/ ET BELLES 
LETTRES,/ DEPUIS SON RENOUVELLEMENT/ JUSQU’EN M. 
DCC. X./ TOME SECOND./ II. PARTIE./ A LA HAYE,/ CHEZ 
LA VEUVE D’ABR. TROYEL,/ M. DCC. XIX.// 

Place of Publication: The Hague. 

Publisher-Printer: Widow of Abraham Troyel. 

Year of Publication: 1719. 

Collation: 12°: (H11)r°-(18)r° 1 folded plate: 10 leaves + 1 folded 
plate numbered as: pp.185-203 + (1fold.pl.). 
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Code: F 26 

Titlepage: A/ DISSERTATION/ Upon the Time of the Nativity of/ 
JESUS CHRIST, discover’d by/ Antient Medals./ By Monsieur 
VAILLANT,/ the Father, of the French Academy of/ 
Inscriptions, and Belles Lettres.// 
IN: HENLEY John : VERTOT’s/ MISCELLANIES;/ CONSIST- 
ING OF/ I. A Dissertation upon the true Original of the 
French,/ by a Parallel of their Manners with those of the 
Ger-/ mans./ II. - On the Rise of the Salique Laws./ III. - On 
the Sainte Ampoulle, of Holy Vial, at/ Rheims, us’d in the 
Coronation of the Kings of France.// IV. - On the Antient 
Form of Oaths, us’d among/ the French./ By the ABBOT of 
VERTOT, of the Royal Academy of Inscriptions and belles 
Lettres./ V.-— On the Antient Burial Places of the Kings of/ 
France. By R. F. Mabillon./ VI. — On the Time of the 
Nativity of CHRIST, dis-/ cover’d from Antient Medals. By 
M. Vaillant. Both/ Members of the same Academy./ Done 
from the original French, in the Memoirs of/ Literature of 
that Academy, Printed at Paris,/ By JOHN HENLEY, M.A./ 
LONDON:/ Printed for W. MEARS at the Lamb without/ 
Temple-bar, and T. PAYNE near Stationer’s Hall./ M DCC 
XXIII.// 


Place of Publication: London. 

Publishers-Printers: William Mears & Thomas Payne. 

Year of Publication: 1723. 

Collation: 8°: (K8)r°-M3v°: 12 leaves numbered as: pp.(144)-166. 


Characteristics: Vertot refers to the Reverend Réné-Aubert, Sieur 
DE VERTOT (Benetot 25.11.1655-Paris 15.06.1735), he was 
a parish priest in Normandy and became member of the 
Académie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres in 1703. 


The order in which the chapters are mentioned on the 


titlepage is not followed in the book itself: Chapter IV 
becomes Chaper V and vice-versa. 
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TR TOE 5 
MISCELLANIES; 


CONSISTING OF 

I. A Differtation upon the true Original of the Freach, 
by a Parallel of their Manners with thofe of the Ger- 
mars. 

I]. On the Rife of the Saligue Laws. 

IlI.—On the Sainte Ampoulle, or Holy Vial, at 
Rheims,us’din the Coronation ofthe Kings of France. 

IV. On the Antient Form of Oaths, us’d among 
the French. 
By M. the ABBOT of VERTOT, of the Royal 
Academy of Inferiptions and Belles Lettres. 
V.——On the Antient Burial Places of the Kings of 
France. By the R. F. Mabillon. 

VI. ~—On the Time of the Nativity of Curis, dif- 
cover’d from Antient Medals. By M. Vaillanz, Both 
Members of the fame Academy. 


Sean oornnnntennnnenenemimmmnanenesemmmmmncncmmnemnunsnmammaasal 
Done from the Original Freach, in the Memoirs of 
Literature of that Academy, Printed at Paris, 


By JOHN TREN DOE TOM: A. 
Ea ee cre mea ten mtn Taree Me TY TS Oe CET ETS IG 
Tat WeNaeD ONG 
Printed for W. MEaRsS at the Lamb without 


Temple-bar, and T, PAYNE near Stationer’s Hall. 
MDCC XXIII. 
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Code: F27 
Titlepage: Volume I: Half title: REGUM/ PARTHORUM HISTO- 
RIA.// 


Title: ARSACIDARUM/ IMPERIUM,,/ SIVE/ REGUM/ 
PARTHORUM/ HISTORIA./ Ad fidem Numismatum accom- 
modata./ Per J. FOY VAILLANT, Bellov. Doctorem 
Medicum,/ &t Regis Antiquarium, ac Serenissimi 
Cenomanensium Ducis,/ Gazz Preefectum./ TOMUS 
PRIMUS./ PARISIIS,/ Sumptibus CAROL] MOETTE 
Bibliopole, via vulgo de la Bouclerie,/ ad insigne Sancti 
Alexii, prope Pontem Sancti Michaelis./ M DCC XXV./ Cum 
Approbatione &t Privilegio Regis.// 

Volume II: Half title: REGUM/ PONTI, BOSPHORI,/ ET 
BITHYNIA:/ HISTORIA.// 

Title : ACHASMENIDARUM/ IMPERIUM,,/ SIVE/ REGUM/ 
PONTI, BOSPHORI,/ ET BITHYNI4/ HISTORIA./ Ad fidem 
Numismatum accommodata./ Per J. FOY VAILLANT, Bellov. 
Doctorem Medicum,/ &t Regis Antiquarium, ac Serenissimi 
Cenomanensium Ducis,/ Gazz Prefectum./ TOMUS 
SECUNDUS./ PARISHS,/ Sumptibus CAROLI MOETTE 
Bibliopole, via vulgo de la Bouclerie,/ ad insigne Sancti 
Alexii, prope Pontem Sancti Michaelis./ M DCC XXV./ Cum 
Approbatione &t Privilegio Regis.// 


Place of Publication: Paris. 


Publishers-Printers: Charles Moette & Jacques Chardon 
(14.02.1688-22.11.1766). 


Year of Publication: 1725. 


Collation: 4°: Volume I: f3 *-***4 a-f2 A-D4 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-Eee4 
a-c4 f*1 : 260 leaves numbered as : (30p.)+ 21p.+ (3p.)+ 
31p.+ (1p.)+ 407p.+ (1p.)+ 24p.+ (2p.). 

Volume II: *4 A4 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-Ddd4 Eee2 Fff-lii4 f*1: 
227 leaves numbered as : (8p.)+ 8p.+ 434p.+ (4p.). 


Colophon: Volume I: On leaf (_)v° : PARISIIS,/ Sumptibus CAROLI 
MOETTE, Bibliopolz, via vulgo de la/ Bouclerie, sub signo 
sancti Alexii, propre Pontem/ sancti Michaelis.// 

Volume II: On leaf (lii3)v°: Typis JACOBI CHARDON 
L725./7 

Characteristics: Volume I: Leaf C3 on page 21 is not signed, leaf 
(f*1) is an addenda leaf. 

Volume II: Page 185 on Aalr° is numbered as 196, leaf (f*1) 
is an addenda leaf. 
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F268 


Titlepage: Volume I: ARSACIDARUM/ IMPERIUM,/ SIVE/ REGUM/ 


PARTHORUM/ HISTORIA,/ Ad fidem Numismatum accom- 
modata,/ Per/ J. FOY VAILLANT,/ Bellov. Doctorem 
Medicum, &t Regis/ Antiquarium, ac Serenissimi 
Cenomanensium/ Ducis, Gaze Prefectum./ TOMUS 
PRIMUS./ PARISHS,/ M. DCC XXVIII./ APUD JO. FRID. 
JAHN.// 

Volume II: ACHAMENIDARUM/ IMPERIUM,/ SIVE/ 
REGUM/ PONTI, BOSPHORI,/ ET BITHYNI4:/ HISTORIA,/ 
Ad fidem Numismatum accommodata,/ Per J. FOY VAIL- 
LANT,/ Bellov. Doctorem Medicum, &t Regis/ Antiquarium, 
ac Serenissimi Cenomanensium/ Ducis Gaze Preefectum./ 
TOMUS SECUNDUS./ PARISIIS,/ M. DCC XXVIII.// 


Place of Publication: Paris (i.e. Leipzig). 

Publisher-Printer: Johann Friedrich Jahn. 

Year of Publication: 1728. 

Collation: 8°: Volume I: (8 A-B8 A-Z8 Aa-Bb8 Cc4 a-c8 2 plates: 


252 leaves numbered as: (16p.)+ 31p.+ (1p.)+ 407p.+ (1p.)+ 
47p.+ (1p.)+ (2pl.). 

Volume II: (8 A-Z8 Aa-Dd8 Ee4 : 228 leaves numbered as : 
(16p.)+ 438p.+ (2p.). 


Characteristics: Volume I: Only in the copy in the Coin Cabinet 


of Dresden has the name of the printer clearly printed on 
the titlepage, all the other copies don’t carry that name, 
but only the cypher of the printer. The book is clearly a 
pirated edition printed in Leipzig on German paper. 
Plate: pag 61/ ARSACES VIII./ REX PARTHORUM // 
between (D6) & (D7), plate: pag 187/ ARSACES PHRAH- 
TAEES V./ REX PARTHORUM. XVI.// between M5 & (M6). 
Volume II: Page 429 on (Dd7)r° is numbered as 431, leaf 
(Ee4) is blank end leaf. 
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Code: F 29 

Titlepage: SELEUCIDARUM/ IMPERIUM,,/ SIVE/ HISTORIA/ 
REGUM SYRIZ,,/ Ad Fidem NUMISMATUM accommodata,/ 
Per J. FOY-VAILLANT, Bellov. D. Med. &t Regis Antig./ EDI- 
TIO SECUNDA, NITIDIOR ET EMENDATIOR./ HAG4- 
COMITUM,,/ Apud P. GOSSE & J. NEAULME,/ M. DCC. 
XXXII.// 

Place of Publication: The Hague. 

Publishers-Printers: Pierre | Gosse (1676-1755) & Jean II] Neaulme 
(1694-1780). 

Year of Publication: 1732. 

Collation: 2°: *-****2 A-Z2 Aa-Zz2 Aaa-Xxx2 : 142 leaves numbered 
as: (16p.)+ 239p.+ pp.(248)-274+ (2p.). 

Characteristics: In some copies a label with the text: “A PARIS,/ 
Chez BRIASSON, rué Saint Jacques, a la Science.//” is stuck 
at the bottom of the titlepage. 


Pagenumbers 240 till 247 (8) are not used, page 265 on Ttt 
r° is numbered as 652, leaf (Xxx2) is blank end leaf. 
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SELEUCIDARUM 


le Pee eM, 
SwelVee 


ol SOs Reales. 


REGUM SYRIA, 


Ad Fidem NUMISMATUM accommodata , 


Per J. FOT-VAILLANT, Bellov. D. Med. & Regis Antig. 


EDITIO SECUNDA, NITIDIOR ET EMENDATIOR, 


ee 


HAG #A-COMITUM, 
Apud P, GOSSE & Jl. NEAULME, 
NMED GC x a le 
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Code:  F 30 

Titlepage: Issue 1: ANTIQUA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANORUM/ 
NUMISMATA,/ EX ZZERE MAXIMO;/ OLIM/ AB ABBATE DE 
CAMPS/ COLLECTA,/ ET QUORUM NONNULLA/ JO. FOY 
VAILLANT,/ EXPLICATIONIBUS ILLUSTRAVIT,/ NUNC/ IN 
CIMELIO/ VICT. MARIE DUCIS D’ESTRE’ES,/ FRANCIA 
MARESCALLI/ SERVATA./ M DCC XXXVIL.// 
Issue Il: ANTIQUA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANORUM/ 
NUMISMATA/ EX AERE MAXIMO/ OLIM/ AB ABBATE DE 
CAMPS/ COLLECTA/ ET QUORUM NONNULLA/ JO. FOY 
VAILLANT/ EXPLICATIONIBUS ILLUSTRAVIT/ NUNC/ IN 
CIMELIO/ VICT. MARIA DUCIS D’ESTRE’ES/ FRANCIA! 
MARESCALLI/ SERVATA/ M. DCC. XXXVII.// 

Place of Publication: Paris. 

Publishers-Printers: s.n. 

Year of Publication: 1737. 

Collation: 2°: £2 222 plates: 2 leaves + 222 plates numbered as: 
(4p.)+ (222pl.). 

Characteristics: Frontispiece on (f1): SELECTIORA/ NUMISMA- 
TA// signed: graue et desin. par Francois Ertinger A Paris A° 
1690// 
This book is a compilation of the plates of the 1694 edition 
of the De Camps collection with a series of other plates 
forming a nearly complete collection of the Roman emper- 
ors, their wives and relatives (See F11 and F12). 
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Code: F31 

Titlepage: Volume I: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANO- 
RUM/ PRASSTANTIORA/ A JULIO CASARE AD POSTUMUM 
USQUE/ PER JOANNEM VAILLANT./ TOMUS PRIMUS/ DE 
ROMANIS 4AREIS S.C. PERCUSSIS./ EDITIO PRIMA 
ROMANA/ PLURIMIS RARISSIMIS NUMMIS AUCTA./ Cui 
accessit APPENDIX/ A POSTUMO AD CONSTANTINUM 
MAGNUM./ ROMA, M DCC XLIII./ Sumtibus Caroli 
Barbiellini, & Venantii Monaldini Sociorum in Via lata./ 
Typis JO: BAPTISTA BERNABO, & JOSEPHI LAZZARINI./ 
PRASIDUM PERMISSU.// 
Volume II: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANORUM/ 
PRASTANTIORA/ A JULIO CAESARE AD TYRANNOS 
USQUE/ PER JOANNEM VAILLANT./ TOMUS SECUNDUS/ 
DE AUREIS, ET ARGENTEIS./ EDITIO PRIMA ROMANA/ 
PLURIMIS RARISSIMIS NUMMIS/ eorumque interpretation- 
ibus aucta./ ROMA, M DCC XLIII./ Sumtibus Caroli 
Barbiellini, & Venantii Monaldini Sociorum in Via lata./ 
Typis JO: BAPTISTA BERNABO, & JOSEPHI LAZZARINI./ 
PRASIDUM PERMISSU.// 
Volume III: NUMISMATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANO- 
RUM/ PRASSTANTIORA/ PER JOANNEM VAILLANT./ 
TOMUS TERTIUS/ Complectens APPENDICEM AUREO- 
RUM, & ARGENTEORUM/ A Cornelia Supera ad 
Constantinum Magnum usques,/ ET/ SERIEM NUMISMA- 
TUM MAXIMI MODULI/ A Julio Cesare ad Joannem 
Paleologum./ EDITIO PRIMA ROMANA/ PLURIMIS MAXI- 
MI MODULI NUMISMATIBUS AUCTA./ ROMA, M DCC 
XLIUI./ Sumtibus Caroli Barbiellini, & Venantii Monaldini 
Sociorum in Via lata./ Typis JO: BAPTISTA BERNABO, & 
JOSEPHI LAZZARINI./ PRASIDUM PERMISSU.// 


Place of Publication: Rome. 


Publishers-Printers: Caroli Barbielli, Venanti Monaldini, 
Giovanni Battista Bernabo & Giuseppi Lazzarini. 


Year of Publication: 1743. 


Collation: 2° or 4°: Volume I: f1 a-e4 A-Z4 Aa-Tt4 Vv6: 195 leaves 
numbered as: (2p.)+ XLp.+ 347p.+ (1p.). 
Volume II: a4 A-Z4 Aa-Zz4 Aaa-lii4 Kkk6 : 230 leaves num- 
bered as: VIp.+ (1p.)+ 452p. 


Characteristics: This book exists in folio and in quarto with an 
identical collation. 
Volume I: Frontispiece on (f1) : VAILLANT NVMISMATA 
IMP. ROM. PRASTANTIORA.// 
Volume II: There is a variant titlepage for this volume in 
the Trinity College Library in Dublin (N gg 29) and in the 
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Bodleian Library in Oxford (Arch.Num.II.21) : NUMIS- 
MATA/ IMPERATORUM ROMANORUM/ PRAESTANTIORA/ 
A JULIO CASARE ad Tyrannos usque/ PER/ JOANNEM 
VAILLANT/ BELLOVACUM./ TOMVS SECVNDVS/ DE 
AUREIS, ET ARGENTEIS./ EDITIO PRIMA ROMANA/ 
PLURIMIS RARISSIMIS NUMMIS AUCTA,/ Cui accessere 
eorundem interpretationes/ ROMA, M DCC XLIIL./ 
Sumtibus Caroli Barbiellini, & Venantii Monaldini | 
Sociorum in Via lata./ Typis JO: BAPTISTA BERNABO, & 
JOSEPHI LAZZARINI./ PRESIDUM PERMISSU.// 
Volume III: Page 364 on Zz2v° is numbered as 464. 


NUMISMATA 


IMPERATORUM ROMANORUM 
PRASTANTIORA 


A JuLio Cm#SARE AD POSTUMUM USQUE 


PER JOANNEM VAILLANT. 


TOMUS PRIMUS 
DE ROMANIS AREIS S.C. PERCUSSIS. 
EDITIO PRIMA ROMANA 
PLuRIMIS RARISSIMIS NUMMIS AUCTAs 
Cui accefit APPENDIX 


A Postrumo ap ConsTANnTinum Macnum. 


ROMA, MDCCXLIII 


Sumtibus Caroli Barbiellini, & Venantii Monaldini Sociorum in Via lata. 


Typis Jo: Barrist# Bernasd, & JoserH1 LAZZARINI- 
PR@SIDUM PERMISSU. 
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NUMISMATA 


IMPERATORUM ROMANORUM 


PRAESTANTIORA 


PER JOANNEM VAILLANT: 


Pe OsNisU is Ee Reales 


Complectens Aprenpicem AurgoruM, & ARGENTEORUM. 
A Cornelia Supera ad Conftantinum Magnum ufque » 


ET 
SERIEM NUMISMATUM MAXIMI MODULI 
A Julio Cefare ad Joannem Palezologum. 


EDITIO PRIMA ROMANA 
Prurimis Maximt Mopurrt NuMISMATIBUS AUCTA. 


Slee, : 

ROME, MDCCXLIII. 

Sumtibus Caroli Barbiellini, & Venantii Monaldini Sociorum in Via lata. 
ee Sea Ele ieee aS ap cael cn eR ils 


Typis Jo: Baptista Bernasod, & JoserHt LAZZARINI- 
PRZSIDUM PERMISSU. 
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Code: F 32 


Titlepage: SERIES/ NUMMORUM/ ANTIQUORUM/ FAMILIARUM/ 
AC/ IMPERATORUM/ AUCTORE/ J. VAILLANT./ VENETUS,/ 
APUD ANTONIUM LOCATELLI./ M DCC LXVUI./ SUPERI- 
ORUM PERMISSU.// 


Place of Publication: Venice. 

Publisher-Printer: Antonio Locatelli. 

Year of Publication: 1768. 

Collation: 8°: {1 A-I6 K: 59 leaves numbered as: (2p.)+ 114p.+ (2p.). 


Characteristics: There are two issues of this publication of which 
only the central cartouche on the titlepage is different. 
Issue I with flowers and Issue II with shell.This book was 
almost certainly not authored by Jean Foy Vaillant. It is 
merely a list of coins culled from his Numismata 
Imperatorum Romanorum [F31]. It does not deserve the name 
of Jean Foy Vaillant on its title page. It is more a list which 
could be used by a collector ticking offf the coins which he 
had. 
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William Frederick Mayers: A Flashing Star 
by Pete Smith 


On November 19, 1858, William Frederick Mayers presented his 
paper on “The Literature of American Numismatics.” This was the 
first formal program for the American Numismatic Society in New 
York City. Mayers was quite active in the Society for the short time 
he participated. Like a comet flashing through the night sky, he illu- 
minated the numismatic scene briefly and then disappeared. 

Mayers was born in the British penal colony of Tasmania on 
January 7, 1831.! His father, M. John Mayers, was colonial chaplain 
there during a time when colonists drove the native people off their 
island. Young Mayers received his education in Marseilles after his 
father was appointed consular chaplain there. 

Mayers worked as a journalist in New York city during the 1850s. 
He apparently took up the study of American numismatics and came 
to the attention of the founders of the American Numismatic 
Society. We don’t know how these interested collectors found each 
other but there was an emerging community of collectors. 

The first organizational meeting of the American Numismatic 
Society was held at the home of Augustus B. Sage on March 15, 
1858. When Sage wrote his recollections of this meeting nine years 
later, he included Mayers in his list of those present.? 

The first official meeting of the Society was held on April 6, 
1858. At that meeting members signed a roster. In order of signing 
were Dr. Isaac Hand Gibbs, Henry Whitmore, James D. Foskett, 
Alfred Boughton, Ezra Hill, Augustus B. Sage, Edward Groh, Asher D. 
Atkinson, M.D., John Cooper Vail, William H. Morgan, Thomas 
Dunn English, James Oliver, and Theophilus W. Lawrence. On June 
13, 1858, Frank H. Norton, Robert J. Dodge, and Joseph C. Koppel 
signed. Then on June 27, 1858, William Frederick Mayers signed the 
roster. He became a member Officially on July 13. It is likely that he 
attended one or more of the earlier organizational meetings. He gave 
his address as 13 Frankfort Street.3 

Mayers soon gave service to the Society through various commit- 
tees. He also was honored for using his contact with newspapers to 
place articles on the Society in local papers.+ 

At the meeting of September 23, 1858, Mayers proposed a 
motion to compose and publish a priced catalogue of American 


1S. Lee, “William Frederick Mayers,” Dictionary of National Biography, 
vol. 13 (London, 1903), p. 152. 

2 A.B. Sage, “Recollections of a Coin Collector,” American Journal of 
Numismatics 1 (1867), pp. 76-77. 

3 Q.D. Bowers, American Numismatics before the Civil War 1760-1860 
(Wolfeboro, 1998), p. 117. 

4 Bowers (1998), p. 395. 
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coins and tokens. The motion failed to get a second and was with- 
drawn.° 

When an election of officers was held on November 3, 1858, 
Mayers was elected Treasurer. However, he was to serve only briefly 
in this position. 

It was on Friday, November 19, 1858, at the twelfth regular 
meeting of the Society, that he presented his pioneering paper on 
“The Literature of American Numismatics.” This was reviewed by 
Joel Orosz in 2001.6 While Orosz provided an excellent review of the 
paper, he provided no biographical information. 

In the centennial history of the American Numismatic Society, 
Adelson wrote, “There is no record of exactly what was contained in 
this first formal address to the American Numismatic Society, but it 
was the fore-runner of an increasing number of papers that have 
continued as.a series to the present day.” 

Fortunately a transcript of the paper was published in Norton’s 
Literary Letter in 1859.8 This is the first known article on American 
numismatic literature to appear in print. A copy was recently offered 
in a fixed price list by David Fanning.® It was the first item sold. For 
collectors of literature who are not fortunate to own a copy, a fac- 
simile reproduction was included in Bowers’ American Numismatics 
before the Civil War.° 

With his talk, Mayers established himself as an authority on 
numismatic literature. On December 2, 1858, following his motion, 
he was appointed to a committee to draw up a catalogue of numis- 
matic books. Others on the committee were William Leggett 
Bramhall, Foskett, Hill and Norton.!! 

Mayers was appointed on January 12, 1859, to a committee to 
examine a vase with imbedded silver coins. Others on the commit- 
tee were Norton and Sage.!2 The committee reported that the vase 
was less than 150 years old and probably from Germany. Perhaps 
Mayers was appointed to the committee because he was respected as 
an authority. It is also possible that he served because no other 


5 Bowers (1998), p. 394. 

6 J.J. Orosz, “The Printer’s Devil: Frederick $.W. Mayer’s ‘Literature of 
American Numismatics:’ The First Such Article Published in the US,” The 
Asylum 19/2 (2001), pp. 46-S1. 

7 H.L. Adelson, The American Numismatic Society 1858-1958 (New York, 
$OS8),.p..303. 

8 [W.F. Mayers,] “The Literature of American Numismatics,” Norton’s 
Literary Letter no. 3 (1859), pp. 4-7. 

9 D.F. Fanning, Numismatic Literature Fixed Price List, no. 2 (2004), pp. 
14-15, no. 49. 

10 Bowers (1998), pp. 75-78. 

11 Bowers (1998), p. 397. 

12 Bowers (1998), p. 398. 
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The cover of the issue of Norton’s Literary Letter containing Frederick 
Mayer’s “Literature of American Numismatics.” 


members volunteered. 

Apparently none of the other officers attended the meeting of 
January 27, 1859. Mayers took over and chaired the meeting. He did 
this again on February 3.13 

Mayers was appointed to a committee to draft a certificate of 
membership and to design a seal for the Society on February 10, 
1859.'4 One might wonder why he accepted this assignment. His 


13 Bowers (1998), p. 398. 
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service to the committee lasted only a week. 

He submitted his resignation as Treasurer on February 1/7, 
1859.15 Mayers had a reasonable excuse for his resignation as he was 
going with James Bruce, 8th Earl of Elgin (son of the man with the 
marbles) to Peking, China, to work as a student-interpreter.1¢ The 
ANS elected him as an honorary member. 

Later Mayers was appointed interpreter to the allied commission 
that governed Canton. He worked at consular posts in China before 
being appointed Chinese secretary of legation at Pekin(g). While in 
China he continued as a corresponding member of the ANS. It is 
quite possible that he provided fascinating reports of his finds, but | 
am not aware of any surviving records. 

In 1872 he visited England and read a paper before the geo- 
graphical section of the British Association at Brighton. He acquired 
one of the few copies of Imperial Encyclopedia of Chinese Literature (in 
5,020 volumes) for the British Museum.!7 

Mayers wrote several books on the Chinese. These include The 
Anglo-Chinese Calendar Manual (Hong Kong, 1869); The Chinese 
Reader’s Manual (Shanghai, 1874): and Treaties Between the Empire of 
China and Foreign Powers (Shanghai, 1877). He presented papers and 
contributed to publications, most notably China Review. He also 
translated the Peking Gazette for 1877.18 

He was a member of the Royal Geographical Society and the 
Royal Asiatic Society. He caught typhoid fever in Shanghai and died 
there on March 24, 1878. His death was reported to members of the 
ANS at their meeting of November 19, 1878. I am not aware of 
another word that he ever wrote on numismatics. 

In just eight months, Mayers served as an officer and on several 
committees. If Mayers had remained in New York, he would proba- 
bly have been one of the leading members of the Society. If he had 
devoted all his talents and interests to the study of numismatics, he 
might have been one of the pioneering authors of the topic. Perhaps 
there would be an award named after him or a plaque in the 
Numismatic Hall of Fame. 

Instead, Mayers is known only for being the first to talk and 
write about American numismatic literature. Without the writings of 
Adelson, Bowers and Orosz, he would probably not even be known 
to the current generation of bibliophiles. For the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society, we look back 
and honor this flashing star from the past. 


14 Bowers (1998), p. 399. 
1S Bowers (1998), p. 399. 
16 Lee (1903), p. 152. 

17 Lee (1903), p. 153. 

18 Lee (1903), pp. 152-153. 


An Annotated Bibliography 
of the Published Numismatic 
Writings of Walter H. Breen 


by David F. Fanning 


Introduction 


The following bibliography is Part I of a larger work which will 
comprise bibliographies of all of the writings, published and unpub- 
lished, of Walter H. Breen. This project is a work in progress and 
may eventually be published in monograph form. 

This portion lists all books, articles and notes published by Breen 
on the subject of numismatics, with a few exceptions. Besides works 
entirely by Breen, this bibliography includes forwards, introductions 
and other supplementary material to publications written primarily 
by others; works written in collaboration with others; and posthu- 
mous works derived from the massive volume of manuscript materi- 
al he left behind. When applicable, reprints and significant editions 
have also been mentioned. 

Although errors of fact are occasionally remarked upon, it is not 
the purpose of this bibliography to determine what Breen got right 
and what he got wrong. Instead, this work merely strives to present 
the reader with a listing of Breen’s publications on numismatics, 
along with a brief discussion of each piece as it related to the numis- 
matic context of the time of publication. Annotations reflect solely 
the opinion of the compiler when any opinion is expressed. 

A surprising amount of Breen’s work took the form of letters to 
the editor of numismatic publications or other brief notes touching 
on one small point. Therefore, I have included works of this sort, 
however brief and ephemeral they may be. 

This part of the project does not include the auction catalogues 
to which Breen contributed, primarily because of the difficulty of 
attributing statements in a catalogue to a particular individual. 
Contributions to catalogues by Breen will be discussed in Part II. 

There are certain to be omissions in this bibliography, as Breen 
frequently published in small and ephemeral publications. In addi- 
tion, newspaper publications such as Coin World and Numismatic 
News are poorly represented here. The compiler invites readers to 
alert him to any such omissions of which they may be aware. 


Bibliography 
“1795 S-80a: A New, Old Copper Cent,” by D. Demeo, followed by a 
comment by Walter Breen, Penny-Wise, 25/6 (1991), pp. 321-323. 

A 1795 Jefferson Head S-80 cent with lettered edge is described by 
Demeo and Breen as having been cherrypicked by Curtis Ray Whitson. 


THE ASYLUM * SUMMER 2004 167 


Breen describes the coin in a brief note following Demeo’s fuller treatment 
of the subject. 


“1795 Silver Dollar Struck over a 1794 Dollar,” The Metropolitan 
Numismatic Journal, Issue 1 (May-June 1961), pp. 2-6. 

Breen describes a 1795 silver dollar he purchased which he then attrib- 
uted as being overstruck on a 1794 dollar. Starting from this, he hypothe- 
sizes about what set of circumstances would lead the Mint to use 1794 dol- 
lars as planchets for the 1795 coins. 


“The 1797 NC-7 — A New, Unlisted Variety,” Penny-Wise 2 (1968), 
pp. 218-219. 

Describes the piece discovered by Jules Reiver in September 1968. 
Includes a new marriage diagram and much other information. 


“1797 S-121a: A Legitimate Subvariety,” Penny-Wise 24 (1990), pp. 
61-62. 

Breen defends the existence of the S-121a subvariety, noting, “I have 
examined dozens of examples of $120a, and almost all survivors of $121a. 
Despite their being listed as plain edge coins, all I have seen to date in fact 
show the same beaded edge as many $134, some S135, 136, 137; the same 
edge Dr. Sheldon described as ‘semi-gripped’ and mentioned only for 134, 
with a row of irregular raised pellets though no grip marks. (But all the NC- 
1’s I have seen have plain edge.) Had Dr. Sheldon known this in 1957, he 
might not have stubbornly denounced 121a’s as fraudulent alterations. He 
and I quarreled over this subvariety and never reached agreement; I could 
do nothing about the offending paragraph in Penny Whimsy.” 


“The 1848 Quarter Eagle with CAL,” by Richard S. Yeoman, The 
Numismatist, 66 (1953), pp. 674-686. 

Q. David Bowers states in his The American Numismatic Association 
Centennial History (Wolfeboro, 1991) that “Research for the study was con- 
ducted by Walter Breen, although Breen was not credited. The dissertation 
subsequently won the Heath Literary Award” (809). (It won an honorable 
mention, according to Bowers’s appendix.) In The Coin Collector (issue 115), 
Bowers wrote, “Walter Breen ghost-wrote a lot of stuff, including one article 
in The Numismatist that earned a Heath Literary Award for someone else.” 


“The 1856 Flying Eagle Cent,” Rare Coin Review, No. 11 (1971), pp. 
55-56. Reprinted in Q. David Bowers (ed.), The Numismatist’s Bedside 
Companion (Wolfeboro, 1987), pp. 117-121. 

Examines the chronic difficulties the Mint had in maintaining an ade- 
quate supply of copper and the various experiments throughout the first 
half of the nineteenth century with other alloys. The nickel lobby’s influ- 
ence is described in the form of Joseph Wharton and his suggested alloy of 
88% copper/12% nickel for cents, which led to the 1856 Flying Eagle cents. 
Breen speculates on the original mintages and those of the restrikes. Breen 
noted in the May 1972 issue of Penny-Wise that “Bowers printed only the 
first half” of the article. 


“The 1880 Legal Tenders,” Paper Money 16/3 (1977), pp. 133-141. 
Examines $1 through $1000 emissions of large-sized legal tender notes 
of the 1880 series. 
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“The 1922 Type of 1921 Peace Dollar,” The Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine 27 (1961), pp. 1721-1729. 

The first description of the 1922 proof Peace dollars struck in high relief 
in the style of the 1921 issue. 


“The 1943 Bronze Cents,” The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 26 
(1960), pp. 306-310. 
Describes how these pieces were made, their discovery, the attempted 
refutation of their veracity by the Mint, the estimated population, and notes 
on the various kinds of fakes extant. 


“Additional Comment on St. Patrick Farthings,” The Colonial 
Newsletter 7 (1968), p. 233. 

This piece is a follow-up to a conversation begun by Robert Vlack on the 
St. Patrick coinage (in a previous issue). Breen had commented on Vlack’s 
piece (see his “Comment on St. Patrick Halfpence and Farthings”) in the fol- 
lowing issue, in which he commented on the possible circulation of St. 
Patrick farthings in America. Eric Newman then entered the conversation in 
the next issue, asking Breen to back up his claim of St. Patrick farthings 
being found in non-collector accumulations in America. Here, Breen backs 
off slightly, writing that while he has found such coins included in such 
accumulations, that the condition was so poor as to make it possible that 
they circulated “merely as coppers.” 


“Additions and Corrections to Glossary,” Penny-Wise 2 (1968), pp. 
75-76. 

Changes to definitions which appeared in a glossary provided with 
Penny-Wise 1 (1967), pp. 36-41. The title is not Breen’s: the corrections and 
additions are given as underlined additions to the original text. 


“American Coin Symbols,” The Numismatist 67 (1954), p. 1203. 

Breen debunks the notion that the figure on the “Indian Head” cent is 
supposed to be an Indian, pointing out that both it and the head on St. 
Gaudens’s $10 gold piece are supposed to be Liberty wearing Indian head- 
dresses. He further notes that U.S. coins are gradually doing away with sym- 
bols of liberty and are replacing them with portraits of presidents, which he 
compares to the similar development in Roman coins from the period 
between the Republic and the Imperial era. Published in the “Notes and 
Queries” section of the journal. 


“American Coin Type Names: An Essay in Ancestor Worship — or 
Something,” The Whitman Numismatic Journal 5 (1968) pp. 32-37, 
71-75, 157-161, 217-221, 343-347, 393-398. 

Breen combines his interest in folklore and numismatics by examining 
common nicknames for U.S. coins of various denominations (focusing on 
nicknames used while the particular coin was in circulation) and terms used 
to describe coin designs and motifs. The first installment looks at nicknames 
for half cents through three cent pieces; the second installment examines 
those for half dimes through dollars (including trade dollars) and continues 
to look at terms for gold coins including the $50 San Francisco Assay Office 
issues. Breen shifts in the third installment to a discussion of the various 
terms used to describe coin designs, focusing in this piece on nomenclature 
used to describe early cent and half cent designs; in the fourth number of 
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the series, Breen describes the head of Liberty introduced on cents in 1816 
as “what is beyond doubt the ugliest female head ever inflicted on any 
obverse die of an American coin made under official auspices.” He later calls 
the design the Tammany Head, following Sheldon’s description of the 
design as resembling more closely an obese ward boss than a woman. The 
remainder of the piece examines the rest of the cent designs as well as those 
of two cent pieces and three cent nickels. The June installment (May being 
skipped) brings the reader through the twenty-cent piece and the final 
(sixth) part discusses quarters all the way through double eagles. All told, 
the article adds little if anything novel, but makes for interesting reading, 
particularly the first two parts. 


“Anatomy of a Coin Census,” The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 29 
(1963), pp. 1921-1929, 2245-2255. 

Extensive comments on a sample census conducted by R.W. Julian on 
the holdings of 575 coin collectors and dealers. Examines what a census is, 
the methodology which must be employed, problems encountered and data 
enabled to be developed. 


“Another Postscript to ‘Speculations on the New England Stiver,’” 
The Colonial Newsletter 16 (1977), p. 612. 

Breen replies here to the postscript, published in the previous issue, to 
an article published in the January 1976 issue by David Gladfelter on 
“Speculations on the New England Stiver.” Breen refutes the suggestion that 
a connection possibly exists between the piece, thought to be a fabrication, 
and the “God Preserve Philadelphia” piece, which Breen identifies as being 
the work of Robert Bashlow. 


“An Appeal for Assistance,” Letter to the Editor, The Colonial 
Newsletter 8 (1969), p. 252. 

Breen asks for the assistance of fellow collectors and scholars in obtain- 
ing specimens of Massachusetts silver for photographing for a book-length 
work on Massachusetts coins which sadly never saw publication. Adding to 
the pathos of the situation is that Breen begins by stating that the manu- 
script is with a printer and that “as I have a publisher for this work, we need 
not fear any such ghastly contretemps as killed the half cent and New Jersey 
mss.” 


“Appendix II: Popular Terms for Dollars,” in Silver Dollars and Trade 
Dollars of the United States: A Complete Encyclopedia, by Q. D. Bowers, 
vol. 2 (Wolfeboro, 1993), p. 3045. 

Breen discusses the nomenclature used for the US dollar. It is also 
worth noting that Breen proofread Bowers’ monograph while it was in man- 
uscript. 


“Attribution Shortcuts for 1838 Cents,” Penny-Wise 4 (1970), pp. 


145-147. 
As the title suggests, this is simply a list of quick ways to attribute the 
cents of this date. 


“An Autobiography,” Penny-Wise 12 (1977), pp. 23-26. 
Breen reveals much about his early years and non-numismatic interests 
in this autobiographical statement written at the request of the editors. 
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“The Billon Sous Marques of Canada,” The Whitman Numismatic 
Journal 2 (1965), pp. 581-590, 644-653, 752-761. 

An underappreciated work of Breen’s due to the fact that it deals with 
non-U.S. coinage. Based on the research he conducted in preparation for 
cataloguing New Netherland’s 59th auction sale (during which Breen drew 
heavily on the Norweb collection of sous marqués), the article is a systemat- 
ic attempt to classify these coins by mint and variety. Breen discusses the 
history of the widely-circulating coins, speculates on their possible circula- 
tion in the Louisiana territories and explains the counterstamps frequently 
encountered on surviving specimens. Most valuable as an attribution guide. 
An expanded treatment of the subject appears in Breen’s “North American 
Colonial Coinages under the French Regime (1640-1763).” 


“Blundered Dies,” The Whitman Numismatic Journal 2 (1965) pp. 867- 
872; 3 (1966), pp. 25-29, 259-263, 325-329, 433-438, 483-487. 

A series-by-series and date-by-date examination of die varieties demon- 
strating mintmade errors (e.g., clearly repunched mintmarks, overdates, 
etc.). According to an editorial comment in the February 1966 issue (p. 83), 
the article was intended to “form a portion of Mr. Breen’s monumental 
work on mint errors of all sorts, which Whitman will publish in due 
course.” As so often was the case, however, this book never saw publication. 


“Blundered Dies of Colonial and U.S. Coins,” Empire Topics, No. 2 
(July-September 1958), pp. 15-18. 

A relatively early treatment of a subject Breen would revisit on a num- 
ber of occasions. 


“Book Review: A Guide Book of United States Coins, 1951-2, by Richard 
S. Yeoman,” The Numismatist 64 (1951), p. 419. 

Though unsigned, Breen refers to this review as being by him in his 
(signed) review of the following edition. If Breen were affiliated with the 
competing Standard Catalog at this point, it seems odd that he would be 
asked to review this book. 


“Book Review: A Guide Book of United States Coins, 1952-3 by Richardi 
S. Yeoman,” The Numismatist 65 (1952), p. 506. 

Breen reviews the “Redbook,” mostly describing the ways in which the 
prices reported therein have changed since the previous edition. He also 
draws attention to certain errors in the text, most of which he states he 
reported previously to the publisher. As Breen was affiliated with the com- 
peting Standard Catalog at this point, it seems the oddity of his reviewing 
this book continues. 


“Brasher and Bailey: Pioneer New York Coiners, 1787-1792,” 
Centennial Publication of the American Numismatic Society, ed. H. 
Ingholt (New York, 1958), pp. 137-145. 

A useful and important paper for a few reasons: Breen traces the history, 
insofar as it can be established, of the metal smithing businesses of Ephraim 
Brasher and John Bailey, both of whom separately petitioned the state of 
New York to coin coppers. They also were business partners for a time. After 
giving a full account of the surviving Brasher New York and Lima “dou- 
bloons,” as well as the various foreign gold coins with the EB counterstamp 
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(which Breen believes was intended to certify an assay), Breen speculates on 
why the coins were minted, and on their circulation or lack thereof. Breen 
then turns to John Bailey, seconding previous research suggesting he made 
the Fox type New Jersey coppers and then revealing that the P and quatre- 
foil punches on these New Jersey coppers are identical to those used on the 
Brasher doubloons and the Nova Eboracs (with the exception of the small 
head variety). This suggests more questions than it firmly answers, as Breen 
admits, but establishes a firm connection between the pieces. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 13/ 7 (1966), p. 38. 

The first installment in a new series (taking up from one of the same 
name which had run in Coin World) which provided Breen with a soapbox 
for nearly twenty years. Most of these articles are only one page long and are 
highly subjective and often amusing. While rarely containing important 
numismatic information, Breen thought enough of them to bother keeping 
in his own library, cutting them out from the magazine and throwing the 
rest away. This first piece is a lament on the difficulties faced by the profes- 
sional coin authenticator: not the difficulties involved with authenticating 
coins, but the difficulties involved with dealing with their owners. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 13/8 (1966), p. 21. 

Breen’s gripe in this column is the sorry state of modern proof coins 
and the bizarre fascination of novice collectors and investors with “rare” for- 
eign proof sets cranked out by governments hungry for U.S. cash. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 13/9 (1966), p. 22. 

Breen comments on some recently-discovered overdates, including the 
1880/79 dollars of various mints, 1893/92 dimes and reports of Philly and 
Denver 1918/17 quarters. Mentions his book on dimes, which was never 
published, as close to publication. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 13/10 (1966), p. 44. 

Breen begins to criticize the 1966 half dollars, comparing them to the 
new clad coinage, which he finds ugly and easily copied. This is a subject he 
would write about at some length, and from the perspective of nearly 40 
years later, it’s hard to see why. He seems convinced that the copper-nickel 
clad coins would wear down, exposing the copper core, and that they would 
be easy prey for counterfeiters (he never goes on to explain why he thinks 
counterfeiters would waste their energies on small change). In this essay, he 
likens the ’66 40% silver coins to the billon productions of the 18th-century 
French mints. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 13/11 (1966), p. 37. 

An open letter to the U.S. Mint asking why some numismatists (not 
named) are barred from the Mint, why Mint records are frequently inaccessi- 
ble, and what are the present attitudes of the Mint toward errors and pat- 
terns and their possession by collectors. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 13/12 (1966), p. 53. 
More on clad coins, focusing on how the planchets do not strike as well 
as the old 90% silver ones, resulting in blurred images and poor definition. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 14/1 (1967), p. 26. 
Yet more on the failings of clad coins: “The majority of clad quarters 
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one finds in circulation look nondescript, and there is little difference in 
appearance between those from freshly opened bags from the federal reserve 
last week or last year and those which have been making the rounds of 
supermarkets and laundromats in West Jackrabbit, Texas.” 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 14/2 (1967), p. 31. 
Breen attempts to clarify what the term “proof” means, in light of the 
prevalence of the euphemism “prooflike.” 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 14/3 (1967), pp. 62-63. 

Breen describes the various realms of knowledge which those aspiring to 
become numismatic authenticators must study and pitches the Institute of 
Numismatic Authenticators, founded by Breen and Don Taxay. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 14/4 (1967), p. 28. 

Describes what Breen terms “The Great Silver Dollar Boondoggle,” the 
question of what to do with the Treasury’s apparent hoard of three million 
silver dollars. Notes that releasing the coins, as many collectors wanted, 
would likely drive down the values of the dollars those same collectors 
already own. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 14/5 (1967), p. 30. 

Describes how modern counterfeits are produced and cites some specific 
cases of fabrications like the 1921 Milan double eagles and the totally dubi- 
ous 1904-S eagles. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 14/6 (1967), p. 31. 

Breen attacks the fad for marketing as “rare” proof, pattern or commem- 
orative (or all three) coins from either bogus countries or from countries 
who do not accept the coins as legal tender and who do not intend to fol- 
low up their issue of “patterns” with a legitimate coinage. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 14/7 (1967), p. 36. 

A discussion of recent efforts to either establish a mint in a different city 
or close an existing one and move it, in neither of which suggestion he finds 
much merit. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 14/8 (1967), p. 25. 

Breen discusses the notion that there is a shortage of small change in 
the country and ties much of the problems facing the nation’s small change 
problems to the recent clad coinage (even going so far as to say that 
“national security is at stake”). 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 14/9 (1967), p. 29. 

Breen lauds Eric Newman’s recently-published The Early Paper Money of 
America, which he believes will likely create much new interest in Colonial 
currency and, hence, likely raise prices. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 14/10 (1967), p. 25. 
An enthusiastic review of Don Taxay’s IIlustrated History of U.S. 
Commemorative Coinage, which Breen feels is a masterpiece. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 14/11 (1967), p. 33. 
Breen castigates the Mint for sticking to its old story that any 1943 cop- 
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per Lincoln cent must be counterfeit because the Mint does not make mis- 
takes. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 14/12 (1967), p. 31. 

A lamentation of the idiocy behind the Office of Domestic Gold and 
Silver Operations, which at the time interfered with collectors attempting to 
purchase coins from overseas. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 15/1 (1968), p. 33. 

Breen discusses the Josiah K. Lilly coin collection, which was in the 
process of being offered to the Smithsonian Institute in exchange for a fed- 
eral tax deduction. He describes the collection and why it is vitally impor- 
tant. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 15/2 (1968), p. 27. 

The 1968 proof sets are Breen’s topic, and he derides the Mint plans to 
resume proof production in San Francisco, suggesting that the quality of the 
coins will be little better than those in the Special Mint Sets. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 15/3 (1968), p. 41. 
The gradual withdrawal of silver coins from circulation by the govern- 
ment is the subject of Breen’s monthly cri de coeur. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 15/4 (1968), p. 46. 

With the discovery of 1966 half dollars which are missing the engraver’s 
initials, Breen compiles a quick list of other North American coins which for 
one reason or other were struck sans attribution to the artist. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 15/5 (1968), p. 43. 
More on the problems inherent in “fantasy” coins with no legal value in 
the issuing state. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 15/6 (1968), p. 47. 

Breen smiles as the Mint admits that it has been having some trouble 
with clad coins debonding, a problem Breen pointed out before the coins 
were made. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 15/7 (1968), p. 31. 

The assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., and calls for him to be por- 
trayed on a commemorative coin are discussed by Breen, who points out 
that the only people who would profit from such a commemorative would 
be “hearse-chasing coin dealers.” 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 15/8 (1968), p. 43. 

Breen notes the removal of the gold cover from Federal Reserve notes as 
taking away the last links between our currency and any precious metal, a 
situation which he fears will lead to massive inflation and a loss of conti- 
dence in the dollar. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 15/9 (1968), p. 31. 

Breen notes the prevalence of buffed or similarly-treated coins being 
sold as proofs (or at least as prooflike), comparing the practice to gold- 
plating farthings and passing them as guineas. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 15/10 (1968), p. 49. 
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The decision by the Treasury to sell the remaining three million silver 
dollars is discussed by Breen, who believes that it will prove to be far less 
exciting an event than is being envisioned. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 15/11 (1968), p. 47. 
Breen laments the trend toward coins being sold less by knowledgeable 
dealers and more by fly-by-night operators bent on a quick buck. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 15/12 (1968), p. 41. 
Breen reviews a recent work on paper currency by William Donlon, 
comparing it to Freidberg’s and noting its deficiencies and other attributes. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 16/1 (1969), p. 42. 

Breen discusses the need of casinos for silver dollars and the effects that 
this has had on the monetary policy of the United States as it relates to 
coinage, touching on the subject of the 1964 Peace dollars. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 16/2 (1969), p. 55. 
A review of Lynn Glaser’s Counterfeiting in America, a book Breen 
admires, though he does point out a few problems with it. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 16/3 (1969), p. 29. 

Breen plays at being prophet, foretelling an increase in the official price 
of gold (still regulated by the government at the time) which will affect the 
national debt as well as cause gold coins to rise considerably in price. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 16/4 (1969), p. 43. 
Breen comments on the recent publication of Charles Jackson Affleck’s 
The Obsolete Paper Money of Virginia (Vol. 1), by which he is impressed. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 16/5 (1969), p. 43. 

Breen notes the attempts to get the American Numismatic 
Authentication Trust (ANAT) off the ground and compares it to his own ill- 
fated Institute of Numismatic Authenticators. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 16/6 (1969), p. 48. 

The illegal melting of U.S. silver coins by profiteers is discussed by 
Breen, who adds his speculation as to where the current precious-metals sit- 
uation will wind up. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 16/8 (1969), p. 40. 

Breen discusses the recent suggestion to begin striking half dollars in the 
same clad composition in which the quarters and dimes were already being 
stuck. He also notes that the Treasury is thinking of doing away with the 
laws against private melting of coins. Note that there is no “Bristles and 
Barbs” for July 1969, the first of a number of lacunae in the series. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 16/9 (1969), p. 47. 

The possibility of the Mint resuming the production of dollar coins is 
discussed by Breen, who also touches on previously discussed subjects 
including the use of dollars in casinos. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 16/11 (1969), p. 25. 
The use of the “In God We Trust” motto on U.S. coinage and the inac- 
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curate description of mass-produced medals as “coins” are discussed in this 
article. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 16/12 (1969), p. 41. 
The Mint’s refusal to allow numismatists access to historical documen- 
tation is discussed by Breen. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 17/1 (1970), p. 43. 
The plan to issue Eisenhower dollars is discussed by Breen, who sees no 
purpose for them whatsoever. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 17/2 (1970), p. 59. 

Breen reviews Louis van Belkum’s National Bank Notes, 1863-1935, dis- 
cussing its advantages over Friedberg and its limitations. This is his last col- 
umn until August — 1970 was a bad year for Breen. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 17/8 (1970), p. 34. 
Breen laughs at the Mint plans to issue uncirculated and proof 
Eisenhower dollars in 40% silver. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 17/9 (1970), p. 43. 

A New York City subway fare increase affects the tokens used and pro- 
motes illicit experiments with low-value foreign coins which can fool the 
turnstiles. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 18/3 (1971), p. 29. 

Breen discusses the foreign minting of copies of U.S. gold coins, not for 
counterfeiting purposes, but as full-weight bullion coins; he links this to the 
issue of other officially sanctioned copies such as the Maria Theresa thalers. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 18/4 (1971), p. 64. 

Recent discoveries which have caused conventional wisdom to be 
rewritten are discussed by Breen, including early U.S. proofs and branch 
mint proofs. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 18/5 (1971), p. 44. 

The 1970-S half dollars (available only in proof sets) and the 1970 no 
mintmark proof dimes are discussed by Breen, who foresees the 1976 bicen- 
tennial half dollar and the resumption of commemorative coins. Part of a 
paragraph is missing due to a production error. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 18/6 (1971), p. 45. 

The revised second edition of Overton’s half dollar book is reviewed, 
with Breen finding it much improved over the first edition, but not up to 
the quality of Sheldon’s Penny Whimsy for large cents. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 18/7 (1971), p. 70. 

Breen reviews Taxay’s Scott’s Comprehensive Catalogue and Encyclopedia of 
U.S. Coins, calling it “without a doubt the most ambitious project ever 
attempted in American numismatics.” 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 18/8 (1971), p. 72. 
Returning to his April 1968 topic, Breen discusses U.S. coins struck with- 
out designer initials. 
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“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 18/9 (1971), p. 30. 

Breen focuses on identifying proof coins which are often confused with 
circulation strikes (Commemoratives issued in small quantities, matte proofs, 
and heavily tarnished coins). 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 18/10 (1971), p. 40 

Breen makes predictions on subjects including the rising value of gold 
and the abandonment of New York city by the major coin dealers. Breen 
mentions having been editor of Sybil Leek’s Astrology Journal (“perhaps one 
of the weirder things I’ve had to do to make a living during a depressed mar- 
Ketr}: 
“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 18/11 (1971), p. SO. 

Positive review of Kenneth W. Lee’s California Gold Dollars, Half Dollars, 
Quarter Dollars. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 18/12 (1971), p. 38 
Positive review of Cornelius Vermeule’s Numismatic Art in America. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 19/1 (1972), p. 40. 
Breen speculates on whether the Nixon administration’s commodity 
price freeze would apply to coins and how. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 19/2 (1972), p. 70. 
Breen shares his concerns over the Nixon administration’s decision to 
float the value of the dollar on the world markets. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 19/3 (1972), p. 82. 
Reviews Robert P. Harris’s Gold Coins of the Americas and Haxby and 
Willey’s Coins of Canada. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 19/4 (1972), p. 56. 
Breen discusses how to recognize a new batch of counterfeit quarter 
eagles and $3 gold pieces. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 19/5 (1972), p. 52. 

The effects which a proliferation of counterfeits can have on the market 
for a particular coin series (or indeed the market as a whole) is discussed in 
this piece, with Breen focusing on new 1877 and 1883 counterfeit quarter 
eagles and 1871, 1876 and 1877 fake half eagles, the characteristics of which 
he describes to readers. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 19/6 (1972), p. 44. 

A debate over the authenticity of a 1907 St. Gaudens $10 gold with 
rolled edge and periods evolves into a real headache for those trying to sell 
the (legitimate) coin. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 19/7 (1972), p. 59. 
The apparent sale of an unknown mystery 1936 Lincoln cent for the 
ridiculous amount of $25,000 is discussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 19/8 (1972), p. 51. 
The seeming death of an act of federal legislation to require copies of 
coins to be marked as being such has Breen upset. Among other things, he 
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writes, “here is an opportunity for the ANA to justify its own continued exis- 
tence, to accomplish something worthwhile for once.” 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 19/9 (1972), p. 25. 

The reprinting of the seven-part auction catalogue of the A.A. Grinnell 
collection of paper money is noted by Breen, who believes it will be a valu- 
able addition to collectors’ libraries, though he laments that it does not 
include the Mehl offerings of Grinnell duplicates and fractionals. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 19/10 (1972), p. 51. 

A Senate bill to allow private citizens to possess gold if and when the 
Treasury discontinues holding gold backing currency has Breen at his most 
paranoid, worrying about the massive inflation which would result itsthe 
government then printed unlimited quantities of paper money. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 19/11 (1972), p. 40. 
Breen reviews G. Hessler’s New Official Guide to United States Currency, 
which, despite its poor production values, he admires. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 19/12 (1972), p. 96. 
1804 dollars, and particularly the status of the Class | dollars, are the 
topic of Breen’s monthly column. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 20/1 (1973), p. 46. 
A review of Harry Forman’s How to Make Big Profits Investing in Coins, 
which Breen admires, though acknowledging its faults. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 20/2 (1973), p. 61. 

Breen responds to an unnamed dealer’s allegations that auctions are a 
poor place for coin owners to sell their collections, pointing out that this 
criticism is both self-serving and false. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 20/3 (1973), p. 68. 
Breen discusses Raphael Thian’s Register of the Confederate Debt. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 20/4 (1973), p. 5S. 

The increasing market for large cents and the effect on that market of 
the Early American Coppers club is discussed. Breen also mentions the Bust 
Half Nut Club. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 20/5 (1973), p. 60. 
Old falsehoods that had commonly been accepted about coins and their 
eventual exposure through research are Breen’s topics of the month. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 20/6 (1973), p. 46. 
A positive review of the first edition of Van Allen and Mallis’s Guide to 
Morgan and Peace Dollars. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 20/7 (1973), p. 39. 

Breen examines past fads in coin collecting, as well as the correlation 
between the popularity of a series and the availability of a decent reference 
work on the subject. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 20/8 (1973), p. 64. 
The mass production of foreign commemorative coins, often of dubious 
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legal value, to feed the appetite of collectors is examined by Breen as it 
relates to previous collecting manias in numismatics. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 20/9 (1973), p. S4. 
The problem of fewer customers for retail coin dealers is examined, with 
Breen offering suggestions on how to drum up further interest in the hobby. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 20/10 (1973), p. 88. 

Breen notes that while the 1960s were a seller’s market in numismatics, 
that dealers now have to pay more attention to customer service — and not 
just for the few affluent collectors. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 20/11 (1973), p. 66. 
Some practical suggestions on how to bring new blood into the hobby 
are made by Breen. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 21/1 (1974), p. 64. 
The visit of the Mint Assayer to the GENA convention brings about a 
discussion on the feasibility of continuing to strike one-cent pieces. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 21/2 (1974), p. 56. 
The proposed commemoratives honoring San Francisco’s cable cars 
(never issued) are discussed by Breen. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 21/3 (1974), p. 78. 

A fad for collecting silver “art” bars is discussed by Breen, who likens it 
to the late 18th-century fad for Conder tokens and various mules of 19th- 
century American tokens. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 21/4 (1974), p. 56. 

Breen discusses the laws regarding the making of items “in similitude of 
United States currency,” holding up as a ridiculous example the seizing of a 
silver bar, part of whose illustration mimicked a dollar bill. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 21/5 (1974), p. 50. 
The declining value of the paper dollar in terms of gold is revisited in 
this column. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 21/6 (1974), p. 70. 

The seizure of satirical works of art resembling paper money which are 
critical of the government is discussed by Breen, who views it as a form of 
political harassment. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 21/7 (1974), p. 57. 

The possibility of striking cents in aluminum is discussed, with Breen 
mentioning the historical background of aluminum coins and the ways in 
which such a change would have to be brought about. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 21/8 (1974), p. 32. 
The legalization of the ownership of gold restrikes dated prior to 1960 
officially made by several sovereign states is discussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 21/9 (1974), p. 59. 
Two new Quarterman reprints are reviewed by Breen: Jose Toribio 
Medina’s Medallas de Proclamaciones y Juras de los Reyes de Espafia en América 
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and Grand Duke George Mikhailovich’s Monnaies de l’Empire de Russie, 1725- 
1894. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 21/10 (1974), p. 42. 
Breen comments on a shortage of one-cent pieces in the Bay area which 
had led some businesses to provide small change in one-cent stamps. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 21/11 (1974), p. 32. 

Breen speculates on which U.S. coins would be likely to hit the 
$100,000 mark if sold at auction, including in his list the New England 
threepence, Nova Constellatio patterns, Brasher doubloons and several other 
rarities. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 21/12 (1974), p. 32. 

The differences between the Imperial systems of weights and measure- 
ments and the metric system as they pertain to coin weights and values is 
Breen’s topic. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 22/1 (1975), p. 60. 
The copying, sharing and plagiarizing of designs between coins and 
stamps are Breen’s topics of the month. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 22/2 (1975), p. 81. 
The latest shots fired in the hundred-year war between the Mint and 
collectors are examined by Breen. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 22/3 (1975), p. 54. 
Breen discusses exhibits at coin shows and the problems encountered 
when dealing with volunteer (often ill-trained or flat-out ignorant) judges. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 22/4 (1975), p. 69. 
The possibility of some Arab nations basing currency on crude oil is 
examined by Breen. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 22/5 (1975), p. 59. 

The Quarterman reprints of the Fonrobert catalogue and the Edgar H. 
Adams catalogue of the Julius Guttag collection of Latin American coins are 
examined. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 22/6 (1975), p. 60. 
Ways to annoy coin dealers. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 22/7 (1975), p. 58. 
Legal attempts to change (or thwart) the government’s approach to the 
gold standard are examined. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 22/8 (1975), p. 70. 
The different approaches between collectors and investors are discussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 22/9 (1975), p. 44. 
Breen discusses a rash of fake California fractional gold. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 22/10 (1975), p. 65. 

Returning to his earlier topic of coins which could be worth $100,000, 
Breen examines the notion that some of the coins included in this exclusive 
group (such as the 1804 dollar and 1913 V nickel) are illegitimate. 
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“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 22/11 (1975), p. 44. 
Proposals that a woman should be featured on the $2 bill are examined 


by Breen. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 22/12 (1975), p. 41. 

Changes in mailing rates are examined as they possibly construe a hard- 
ship for smaller hobby publications to the point where freedom of press and 
speech becomes an issue. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 23/1 (1976), p. 68. 
Review of Richard H. Rosichan’s Stamps and Coins: Spare Time Guides #5, 
which Breen says proves bibliography need not be dull (and so say all of us). 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 23/2 (1976), p. 43. 

The ANA Grading Board is the topic of the month, and Breen suggests 
the publication of an ANA grading book along the lines of Brown and Dunn 
and Photograde. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 23/3 (1976), p. 70. 
Breen discusses the grading of coins, pointing out the merits and defi- 
ciencies in several proposed systems. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 23/4 (1976), p. 44. 
Topics vary between the sale of silver ingot “art bars” in numismatic 
papers to the destruction of 1974 aluminum cents. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 23/5 (1976), p. 43. 
The sale of government medals at inflated (well over bullion) prices is 
Breen’s topic of the month. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 23/6 (1976), p. 7 
The mandated mintages of bicentennial proof and mint sets are dis- 
cussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 23/7 (1976), p. 77 
The Mint’s destruction of the 1974 aluminum cents is the topic of 
Breen’s monthly column. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 23/8 (1976), p. 49. 

A review of several books: R. Duphorne’s publication on early quarters, 
the Quarterman collection A Survey of American Trade Tokens, the Stackpole 
reprint of Adams on California gold, and the Stefanelli’s Beauty and Lore of 
Coins, the last of which he recommends is ihe 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 23/9 (1976), p 
Breen reviews the 1976 edition of eine Bennae: and Encyclopedia of 
U.S. Coins (by Don Taxay) and Detecting Altered Coins (by Bert Harsche). 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 23/10 (1976), p. 7 
The prosecution of satirical “currency” ee Gale Wagner is discussed 
by Breen. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 23/11 (1976), p. 50. 
The ANS publication of Studies on Money in Early America is hailed by 
Breen. 
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“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 23/12 (1976), p. 50. 
Chuck O’Donnell’s Standard Handbook of Modern U.S. Paper Money is 
reviewed by Breen. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 24/1 (1977), p. 52. 

Breen reviews two Quarterman publications: the anthology U.S. Large 
Cents, 1793-1857 edited by Lapp and Silberman, and the reprint of 
Attinelli’s 1876 masterpiece Numisgraphics. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coin 24/2 (1977), p. 44. 
Breen speculates on rifts between the ANA and ANACS. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 24/3 (1977), p. 52. 
The possibility of eliminating the cent from current Mint production 
has Breen concerned. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 24/4 (1977), p. 58. 
The relative uselessness of the U.S. Assay Commission in an era of clad 
coinage is discussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 24/5 (1977), p. 42. 

The suggestions made by various hobbyists for the ANA’s grading man- 
ual are discussed by Breen, who finds most of them to be inane attempts to 
force Sheldon’s 70-point grading system to work. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 24/6 (1977), p. 79. 
A very positive review of the bicentennial edition of Eric P. Newman’s 
Early Paper Money of America. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 24/7 (1977), p. 45. 
A new revision of Van Allen and Mallis’s Comprehensive Catalogue and 
Encyclopedia of Morgan and Peace Dollars is favorably reviewed. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 24/8 (1977), p. 42. 
The possibility of minting smaller dollar coins is discussed, as is a tech- 
nical report on the subject by Alan Goldman. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 24/9 (1977), p. 57. 

Breen notes a few new publications: Mike Kliman’s The U.S. 2-Cent Piece 
and Varieties; the Quarterman reprint of Valentine on half dimes (supple- 
mented with other works on the topic); and Wayne Miller’s Analysis of 
Morgan and Peace Dollars. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 24/10 (1977), p. 57. 
Breen takes considerable offense at a statement by a popular investment 
counselor to the effect that coins make a lousy investment. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 24/11 (1977), p. 58. 
Breen responds to suggestions made to revive the two-cent piece and 
decrease the size of paper currency. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 24/12 (1977), p. SO. 
Exactly what makes for a die variety is discussed, with some thoughts 
on minor versus major varieties. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 25/1 (1978), p. 43. 
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The elimination of positions on the U.S. Assay Commission for citizen 
observers, ostensibly to save money, is criticized. Beginning with this col- 
umn, a different photo of Breen is used. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 25/2 (1978), p. SO. 

Breen reviews some new publications from Quarterman: Canadian 
Tokens and Medals, an anthology; a reprint of Stewart’s History of the First U.S. 
Mint; a new edition of the Fulds’s U.S. Civil War Store Cards; the anthology 
Monographs on Varieties of Cents, 1793-1794 edited by J.W. Adams; and the 
similar anthology on the cents of 1795-1803 edited by D. Loring. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 25/3 (1978), p. 44. 

The state of research on paper currency is discussed, with emphasis on 
the sixth edition of Chuck O’Donnell’s Standard Handbook of Modern U.S. 
Paper Money, which Breen greatly admires. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 25/4 (1978), p. 60. 
Breen submits a list of numismatic pipe dreams. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 25/5 (1978), p. 58. 

A review of the sixth edition of the Judd book on U.S. pattern coins, 
which Breen says he had no part in revising this time around (and, hence, 
can ethically review). 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 25/6 (1978), p. 58. 
Breen suggests the creation of a Numismatic Hall of Infamy and propos- 
es a dozen honorees. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 25/7 (1978), p. 57. 
The furor over the “In God We Trust” motto on U.S. money and the 
efforts on the part of some to have it eliminated is discussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 25/8 (1978), p. 45. 
A bill which could restrict the importation of ancient and medieval 
coins is discussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 25/9 (1978), p. 52. 

Breen reports on the “silly season,” including the activities of the U.S. 
Assay Commission, Madeline Murray O’Hare, proposals for the Mint to issue 
gold bullion coins and a report that coins can cause cancer in rats. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 25/10 (1978), p. 52. 

The possibility of issuing commemorative coins again is discussed, with 
Breen giving several suggestions for the upcoming years (including 
Washington’s 250th birthday in 1982). 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 25/12 (1978), p. 60. 
Breen positively reviews R.W. Julian’s Medals of the U.S. Mint. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 26/1 (1979), p. 61. 
The possibility of the U.S. Mint issuing gold bullion coins is examined 
by Breen, who suggests the name “Carterrands” for them. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 26/2 (1979), p. 52. 
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A review of Gene Hessler’s Comprehensive Catalogue of U.S. Paper Money 
(1977 edition). 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 26/4 (1979), p. 91. 
Gold hoarding and demands for payment in silver have Breen con- 
cerned yet again over fiat money and related topics. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 26/5 (1979), p. 80. 
The topic of the month is cleaning coins, particularly with commercial 
dips and other strong acids. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 26/6 (1979), p. 78. 
The possibility that anticounterfeiting laws (as written) apply to gam- 
bling counters and other tokens is discussed by Breen. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 26/7 (1979), p. 84. 

The difficulties in keeping dollar coins in circulation is discussed, with 
Breen pointing out that vending machines and other coin-operated devices 
keep coins off the streets far more than collectors. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 26/8 (1979). 
Whether gold bullion in the form of coins (albeit noncirculating ones) 
can be subjected to sales tax is discussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 26/10 (1979), p. 53. 
An exhibit at a coin show (“Take a Closer Look before You Buy,” by 
Steve Bergman) wins kudos from Breen. 


Emiisties and Barbs,” ‘Coins 26/11 (1979), p. 72. 
The use (or lack thereof) of the cent and the possibility of disposing 
with mint marks are Breen’s topic. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 26/12 (1979), p. 58. 
Breen reviews Dave Bowers’s Adventures with Rare Coins. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 27/1 (1980), p. 81. 
A review of K.W. Lee’s California Gold Dollars, Half Dollars, Quarter 
Dollars. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 27/2 (1980), p. 86. 
The public response to SBA dollars is examined. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 27/3 (1980), p. 66. 
Breen reviews Q. David Bowers’ A History of United States Coinage as 
Illustrated by the Garrett Collection. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 27/4 (1980), p. 79. 
The sale of half a million CC silver dollars by the GSA is discussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 27/5 (1980), p. 78. 
A lawsuit regarding dollar bills with the photos of celebrities replacing 
the engraving of Washington is Breen’s topic. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 27/6 (1980), p. 58. 
Mint fears of coin collectors speculating in SBA dollars are discussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 27/8 (1980), p. 80. 
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The melting of lower-grade examples of somewhat scarce date/mint- 
mark combinations of silver coins during the height of the silver boom is 
discussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 27/9 (1980), p. 79. 
Another article on the poor circulation of the SBA dollars. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 27/10 (1980), p. 43. 
Laws requiring coin dealers to register purchases with the police and 
pay various taxes on coins sold at show have Breen concerned. 


“Bristles and Barbs,” Coins 28/2 (1981), p. 68. 

Breen apologizes for his recent absence from the pages of Coins and 
recites an impressive litany of sorrows and misfortunes which have recently 
befallen his family and friends. He pulls himself together, however, and gets 
back to complaining about SBA dollars. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Trends for the ‘80s,” Coins 28/3 (1981), p. 53. 

Breen looks at the past decade and tries to foretell what the ‘80s will 
bring. The first of the “Bristles and Barbs” columns in Coins to have a subti- 
tle of its own. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Deja Vu Susie,” Coins 28/4 (1981), p. 60. 

The proposed payment of military personnel only in SBA dollars (which 
ended up not happening) is compared to the illicit payment of some factory 
workers in the nineteenth century with Trade dollars (only worth 83 cents 
Or SO). 


“Bristles and Barbs: Expecting the Apocalypse,” Coins 28/5 (1981), 
p. 60. . 

Breen compares the effects of having “Ronny the Ray Gun” as president 
instead of “Jimmy the C” on numismatics. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Gold Standard’s Cost,” Coins 28/6 (1981), p. 60. 
The causes of inflation and the ways in which they are related to numis- 
matics are Breen’s monthly topic. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Where Confusion Reigns,” Coins 28/7 (1981), 
p29. 

The 11-point grading scheme for uncirculated coins adopted by the 
ANA has Breen concerned. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Commemorative Questions,” Coins 28/9 (1981), 
p. 42. 

The possibility of Washington commemorative half dollars being 
released is discussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Dubious Awards,” Coins 28/10 (1981), p. 42. 
Another installment of awards given to dubious achievements in numis- 
matics. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Mixed Bag Reopened,” Coins 28/11 (1981), p. 87. 

Quick reviews of Bernard Nagengast’s Jefferson Nickel Analyst, Russell 
Rulau’s Hard Times Tokens, James Koutsoures’s The Identification of the 
Feuchtwanger Cents, Low 120, John A. Wexler’s Encyclopedia of Double Dies, 
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LeRoy Van Allen’s Dollar Varieties and Errors Scrapbook and James G. 
Johnson’s Fair to Very Fine. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Zinc Cent Folly,” Coins 28/12 (1981), p. 78. 
Breen talks about the proposal to strike cents in copper-coated zinc. 


“Bristles and Barbs: End Harassment,” Coins 29/1 (1982), p. 86. 
A federal suit against Time, Inc., for using images of dollar bills is held 
up to ridicule by Breen. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Questions Coinage,” Coins 29/2 (1982), p. 43. 
The possibility of Olympic commemorative coins is the topic of the 
month. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Call of Cassandra,” Coins 29/3 (1982), p. 52. 
Coin conventions without exhibits are deplored and the educational 
value of such exhibits is discussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Survival Goals,” Coins 29/4 (1982), p. SO. 
Advice to young numismatists. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Knocking ANACS,” Coins 29/5 (1982), p. 78. 
Criticizing ANACS has taken the lead over criticizing the ANA as collec- 
tors’ fallback hobby. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Mixed Bag,” Coins 29/6 (1982), p. 78. 

A few book reviews: the Gobrecht Journal Collective Volume I; Jules 
Reiver’s Mature Head U.S. Copper Cents, 1843-1857; Fred Schwan’s Military 
Payment Certificates; and Don C. Kelly’s National Bank Notes: A Guide with 
Prices. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Bagging Turkeys,” Coins 29/7 (1982), p. 81. 
Breen examines three axioms on grading and pricing developed by 
Donald Kagin. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Try Eye Test,” Coins 29/8 (1982), p. 50. 

A few issues confronting ANACS get Breen’s attention, including con- 
ducting eye tests on graders and authenticators and the use of sliding scales 
for services. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Review Exhibit Rules,” Coins 29/9 (1982), p. 64. 

Breen brings up a couple problems with the ANA’s revised rules for 
exhibits, particularly pointing out how some coins could fit in multiple cat- 
egories. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Great Gold Grab,” Coins 29/10 (1982), p. 78. 
A recommendation that the Mint begin issuing gold bullion “Eagles” is 
examined, particularly as it pertains to tax evasion and money laundering. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Bronx Cheer,” Coins 29/11 (1982), p. 86. 
Numismatic booby prizes include one to the New York Public Library 
for disposing of its numismatic book collection. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Plutocrats’ Gold,” Coins 29/12 (1982), p. 79. 
Breen brings up a number of possible problems with the Mint getting 
into the gold bullion business. 
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“Bristles and Barbs: Stop It Now,” Coins 30/1 (1983), p. 52. 
Breen believes that making gold bullion widely available will result in a 
lessening of investments in the stock market and in other areas. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Chocking Hobby,” Coins 30/2 (1983), p. 87. 
Laws designed to help track stolen property are examined as they could 
pertain to the “second-hand” coin business. 


“Bristles and Barbs: In the Bag,” Coins 30/3 (1983), p. 69. 
Reviews Russell Rulau’s Early American Tokens and U.S. Merchant Tokens 


1845-60. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Radical Book,” Coins 30/4 (1983), p. 78. 

Reviews Robert P. Hilt, I’s controversial Die Varieties of Early U.S. Coins, 
which Breen finds valuable despite its over-reliance on statistical methods 
and occasional errors. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Supports Gold, but...,” Coins 30/5 (1983), p. 91. 
Breen explains and clarifies his feelings against a totally open bullion 
market. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Hobby Truths,” Coins 30/6 (1983), p. 43. 
Breen offers ten laws or axioms regarding the coin business, most of 
them funny (as least cynically so). 


“Bristles and Barbs: Need New Method,” Coins 30/7 (1983), p. 61. 

IRS regulations requiring dated descriptive sales slips for coins (if one 
has to file for an exemption due to robbery of uninsured material) are dis- 
cussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs: H.R. 1783: ‘Anti-Hobby Act,’” Coins 30/9 (1983), 
p. 88. 

A legislative bill requiring extensive records of every transaction involv- 
ing rare coins is the topic of the month. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Coin Photography,” Coins 30/11 (1983), p. 80. 

The difficulties of coin photography are discussed, with Breen using two 
examples of recently-published books to show the extremes: Wayne Miller’s 
The Morgan and Peace Dollar Textbook (where the photography is not up to 
the job, in Breen’s estimation) and Gerald Hoberman’s The Art of Coins and 
Their Photography, in which the photos are the highpoint. 


“Bristles and Barbs: The Story behind the C-Note’s Demise,” Coins 
30/12 (1983), p. 85. 
The possibility that the $100 bill will be retired is discussed. 


“Bristles and Barbs: Krugerrand Ban and Olympic Coins,” Coins 31/3 
(1984), p. 73. 

Breen discusses the possibility of slapping a 2% import tax on 
Krugerrands. The sole column for the year. 


“Bristles and Barbs: The Stuff of Auction Catalogues,” Coins 32/2 
(1985), p. 37. 
In a fascinating column that should be reprinted, Breen discusses the 
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history of writing for auction catalogues and talks about his own role in try- 
ing to set a better standard. 


“Bristles and Barbs: How to Get Rich — Maybe,” Coins 32/3 (1985), 
p..43. 

Breen’s remarks at Scott Travers’s Coin Collector’s Survival Conference. 
The last “Bristles and Barbs.” 


California Pioneer Fractional Gold: Historic Gold Rush Small Change, 
1852-1856, and Suppressed Jewelers’ Issues, 1859-1882, with the col- 
laboration of R.J. Gillio, (Santa Barbara, 1983). Issued in a limited 
edition hardcover bound in half morocco and regular edition paper- 
back, 160 pages. 

The standard work on the series, a second, revised edition of this was 
published in 2003 (not included in this bibliography as Breen wasn’t around 
to work on it). The limited edition features two photographic plates with tis- 
sue guards, is bound in blue half morocco, gilt, and has marbled endpapers. 
Though the limited edition was to be of 100 copies, apparently only 49 or 
50 were actually bound for subscribers. An inscribed copy in the February 
29, 1992 numismatic literature auction held by Charles Davis (lot 761), 
includes a note by Breen about a contributor to the volume reading: “... 
without whom this would have been a better work; he lost or suppressed 
some illustrations, and made other changes against my wishes, without my 
consent, and against my better judgment...” 


The Care and Preservation of Rare Coins (Albertson, 1977). 7.5 inch 
plastic audio record in 4 page card stock booklet. 

A “talking book record,” the first of what was apparently planned to be 
a series issued by FCI Press. Scarce. 


“Cent Collectors’ Forum,” The Numismatist 70 (1957), pp. 25-26. 

The first appearance of this incarnation of the series, Breen precedes his 
article with the following introduction: “This initiates a monthly feature to 
be devoted to the interests of collectors of large cents, early and late dates 
alike. We expect to publish here any and all new discoveries in the field, 
whether new die varieties or sub varieties, new specimens of Rarity 7 or 8 
coins, or even unlisted die breaks. For the first few issues we propose to go 
through the series from 1793 to 1857 and bring collectors up to date on the 
discoveries that have been made since the Sheldon and Newcomb books 
came out.” This installment covers the 1793 NC-1, NC-2, NC-3 and S-7. 


“Cent Collectors’ Forum,” The Numismatist 70 (1957), p. 136. 
This installment covers the 1793 S-8, NC-4 and S-15 as well as the 1794 
NC-1, S-37, NC-2 and NC-4. 


“Cent Collectors’ Forum,” The Numismatist 70 (1957), p. 280. 
This installment covers the 1794 NC-5, S-48 and S-50, as well as the 
1795 S-73, S-75, S-76 a, S-76b, S-78 and S-79. 


“Cent Collector’s Forum,” The Numismatist 70 (1957), p. 419. 

This installment covers the 1795 NC-1 and S-80; 1796 general informa- 
tion, $-90 and NC-1; and provides further data on the 1793 strawberry leaf 
cents and S-15. Note: title of series usually “Cent Collectors’ Forum.” 
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“Cent Collector’s Forum,” The Numismatist 70 (1957), p. 514. 

This installment covers the reverse emission sequence of the 1796 S-93 
through NC-3, then individually the 1796 NC-2, S-96, NC-3, NC-4, S-106, 
NC-5, S-114 and S-117; and 1797 S-121, S-122, NC-3 and S-123. Note: title of 
series usually “Cent Collectors’ Forum.” 


“Cent Collectors’ Forum,” The Numismatist 70 (1957), pp. 658-660. 

This installment covers the 1797 S-124, S-125, S-127, S-128, S-129, S- 
131, S-132, S-134, S-136, S-138, NC-5S and S-142; 1798 general information, 
S-148, S-149, S-154, NC-2, S-162, S-163, S-166, S-169, 170 and 171, S-173, S- 
177, S-178, S-180, S-183, S-184, S-186 and S-187; 1799/8 NC-1; 1799 S-189; 
1800/99 S-193; 1800/90 S-195, NC-1 and NC-2; and 1800 S-197, S-198, NC- 
3, S-201, S-203, S-204, S-205, S-207, S-210, S-212 and NC-4. 


“Cent Collectors’ Forum,” The Numismatist 70 (1957), p. 807. 

This installment covers the 1801 general information, S-213, S-214, S- 
215, NC-1, S-217, S-219, NC-2, NC-3 and S-224; and 1802 S-225, NC-1, S- 
227 and S-228. 


“Cent Collectors’ Forum,” The Numismatist 70 (1957), p. 922. 
This installment covers the 1802 NC-2, S-233, S-234, S-235, S-237 and S- 
240; and 1803 S-249, NC-1, S-251, S-256, S-259, S-262, S-263 and S-264. 


“Cent Collectors’ Forum,” The Numismatist 70 (1957), p. 1322. 

This installment covers the 1809 S-280; 1810 S-282, S-283, S-284 and S- 
285; 1811/10 S-286; 1811 S-287; 1813 S-293; 1814 S-294 and S-295; and 
1816 N-1. 


“Cent Collectors’ Forum,” The Numismatist 71 (1958), p. 170. 

This installment covers the 1805 S-268 and S-269; 1806 S-270; 1807 S- 
271, S-272, S-273, S-274, S-275 and S-276; and 1808 general information, S- 
278 and S-279. 


“Cent Collectors’ Forum,” The Numismatist 71 (1958), p. 293. 

This final installment covers the 1816 N-2, N-3, N-4, N-5, N-6, N-7, N-8 
and N-9. In a letter to Charles Ruby from February 1960, Breen mentioned 
that “When I get around to it I will revive the Cent Coll. Forum thing in The 
Numismatist; but ... | have so many other things to do” (quote taken from 
George Kolbe’s transcription of excerpts from the letter in his sale of June 
13, 1998, lot 244). Apparently, either Breen simply never did get around to 
reviving the department or The Numismatist felt that there was insufficient 
interest in the middle-date cents to continue with it. 


“Le Chameau Treasure,” historical commentaries, Parke-Bernet 
Galleries A auction catalogue, December 10-11, 1971. 

The Chameau was a ship which sank in 1725 with a large cache of 
French colonial coins on board. Later scavenged, these were sold in large 
part in this auction. 


“Chasing Rainbows,” Paper Money 16 (1977; Serial 68), pp. 69ff. 
On the series 1869-1874 and 1875-1878 notes. 


““Coin’ Notes Nearly Bankrupted Treasury,” Numismatic News 25/12 
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(March 19, 1977), pp. 8ff; 25/14 (April 2, 1977), pp. 14ff; 25/24 (june 
11, 1977), pp. 10ff; 25/26 (June 25, 1977), pp. 12ff. 


“Coinage for Colonial Virginia,” book review, The Numismatist 70 
(1957), pp..170-171. 

A review of Eric P. Newman’s Numismatic Notes and Monographs work on 
the subject, which Breen warmly admires. 


“Coinage of the New Orleans Mint in 1861,” The Numismatist 64 
(1951), pp. 387-394. 

Breen prints documentary evidence showing that the New Orleans Mint 
produced 1861-O half dollars and double eagles while under Confederate 
control. 


“The Coinage Patterns and Proposals of 1791-1792 Featuring 
Washington’s Portrait and Other Federal Types,” Numismatic News, 
October 23, 1973; continued through December 3, 1973 [?]. 
Reprinted in adapted form in the Stack’s catalogue of Part II of the 
John J. Ford, Jr. collection (May 11, 2004), pp. 9-12.. 

Surprisingly long and detailed for a newspaper series, Breen’s article dis- 
cusses the background of the 1791 Washington “cents” in great depth, pro- 
viding much historical context and even delving into the art history behind 
the various drawings and engravings that may have influenced the designs. 
The Stack’s catalogue reprints only the first part of the article. 


“A Coiner’s Caviar:” Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial 
Proof Coins, 1722-1977. Hardcover (8) 324 pages. (Albertson, 1977). 
Revised second edition published as Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of 
United States and Colonial Proof Coins, see below, p. 222 

Traces the history of proof coinage, spending much time establishing 
what exactly a proof is and how one is made. (Breen cringed at how most 
collectors thought of “proof” as a condition instead of the product of a sepa- 
rate manufacturing process, and loathed the meaningless term “prooflike” 
for encouraging such thinking.) Breen shows how, throughout history, the 
notion of what proofs are and the reasons for their striking have changed, 
even in the relatively short period encompassed by U.S. history. Breen then 
examines all proofs made in what are now the United States, providing 
information which had frequently never before been published. Subsequent 
chapters discuss the possibility of proofs from the Confederate mint, the 
provisional U.S. Mint in San Francisco during the 1850s, the 1856 Flying 
Eagle cents, fantasy pieces and restrikes, branch mint proofs and other exoti- 
ca. While some of his claims on early proofs are at times controversial, this 
is one of his most important works. The revised 1989 edition includes revi- 
sions and corrections in a 14-page supplement; the text is otherwise 
unchanged. 


“A Collection of Observations on TN-31, ‘A Biennial Pairing Puzzle,” 
letter to the editor, The Colonial Newsletter 11 (1972), pp. 372-373. 

In this letter, Breen refutes statements made in an earlier article by 
Richard Buckley suggesting that certain Connecticut copper die varieties 
held to be different are in fact the same. Breen states that the confusion lies 
in the fact that the dies share the same hub, but do exhibit differences in 
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the hand engraving needed to clarify the features of the design. While Breen 
then draws a comparison to the same sort of thing happening with 1794 
half cents, he did not suggest the same thing about the 1794 cents until sig- 
nificantly later (see “Robert Scot’s Earliest Device Punches”). Note that the 
title given is not Breen’s but is merely the heading under which his letter 
(and others on the subject) were printed. 


“The Collector’s Necessay Equipment,” The Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine 29 (1963), pp. 653-659. 


Colonial American Coin Club. A Service of First Coinvestors, Inc. (n.p., 
n.d. [c. 1973]). Loose sheets in three ring binders. 

The only example know to the author was included as lot 214 of the 
Ford Library Sale (Kolbe and Stacks, June 1, 2004). It’s difficult to know if 
this should be included as a published work in this bibliography, as it seems 
likely that it was a sample prepared as a prototype for a program developed 
by First Coinvestors. The sheets contain notes on a variety of different colo- 
nial coins. 


“Colonial Overstrikes,” The Colonial Newsletter 5 (1963), p. 72. 

An overview of the various colonial series with known overstrikes 
extant. Breen begins, “When my New Jersey ms returns I can give you a 
nearly complete rundown on known kinds of overstrikes bearing the NOVA 
CAESAREA legend. In the meantime let me give you what I can by memory 
for all Colonial series...” 


“Comment on First Paper Money Issued in Ohio,” The Colonial 
Newsletter 16 (1977), p. 609. 

Breen replies to an article by J.N. Spiro in the previous issue on the first 
paper currency issued in what is now Ohio, noting the existence of a 12- 
cent note and the role Col. William Duer played in the Fugio cent scandal. 


“Comment on St. Patrick Halfpence and Farthings,” The Colonial 
Newsletter 7 (1968), pp. 214-217. 

Breen responds to a technical note by Robert Vlack on the St. Patrick 
coinage which appeared in the previous issue. Breen begins by apologizing 
for contributing in this form, as Vlack had asked Breen for any updates pre- 
viously — a request Breen was unable to fulfill due to a long illness (which 
he says lasted from late 1965 to 1967). He argues that the coins date from 
the 1640s and were issued by the Tower mint from dies made by Nicholas 
Briot. Breen then speculates on the coins’ arrival in North America and pro- 
vides a list of die varieties. This series of hypotheses was dispelled with the 
publication of Brian Danforth’s “St. Patrick Coinage” in The Colonial 
Newsletter for December 2002. 


“Comments from the Members,” Penny-Wise 2 (1968), p22 
Includes a couple comments by Breen on Sheldon’s assessment of 
Howard R. Newcomb and on the Parmelee Strawberry Leaf. Title not Breen’s. 


“Comments from Walter Breen,” Penny-Wise 4 (1970), pp. 132-134. 

Includes comments on the rarity of middle and late date cents, the 1783 
UNITY STATES Washington piece, 1822 cent obverses and other topics. Title 
presumably not Breen’s. 
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A Complete Course in Numismatics (Beverly Hills, n.d. [c. 1970]), 21.5 
by 28 cm, (1), 70 pages. Blue heavy paper cover, staple bound. 

Apparently a promotional educational text published by the American 
Institute of Professional Numismatics. The text deals primarily with how to 
grade coins, and may be the most extensive treatment of coin grading by 
Breen. A copy described as being spiral-bound sold as lot 414 in Remy 
Bourne’s October 6-7, 2000, auction for $98. The present compiler’s copy 
has a duplicate page 10, but I do not know if this appears in every copy. A 
final exam takes up the last four pages and is to be filled out and sent in to 
the publishers, who would send those who passed a certificate stating that 
they passed (see Breen’s The Minting Process for a similar test). Scarce. 


“Complete Description of the Recently Discovered, New, 1795 Large 
Cent,” Penny-Wise 3 (1969), p. 126. 

Breen describes the 1795 NC-2 cent being sold by Lester Merkin and 
illustrated in his March 1969 auction sale. 


The Comprehensive Catalogue and Encyclopedia of United States Coins. 
1971 edition, ed. by D. Taxay (Omaha, 1970). 
Breen is cited as a consultant and contributor. 


The Comprehensive U.S. Silver Dollar Encyclopedia, by John W. Highfill 
(Broken Arrow, 1992), xlv, 1,233 pages. 

Breen served as Editor-in-Chief of this volume, which brings together a 
number of articles on various aspects of the denomination. Precisely what 
the position of “Editor-in-Chief” entailed, this compiler couldn’t say. 


“Confederacy Operated the Charlotte Mint in 1861,” The 
Numismatist 64 (1951), pp. 606-607. 

Discusses the minting of 1861-C half eagles by the Charlotte Mint while 
under Confederate control. Also speculates on the minting of 1861-D gold 
dollars by the Confederacy at Dahlonega. 


“Connecticut Shilling,” The Colonial Newsletter 6 (1965), p. 162. 

Of uncertain authorship: listed in the Harry Bass Foundation’s databases 
as being Breen’s work, the authorship of this short piece is unclear in the 
original publication, though it may have been written by Richard Picker. It 
follows a longer Breen work, but I have no particular reason to assume it is 
by Breen. 


“Constellatio Nova,” The Colonial Newsletter 13 (1974), pp. 453-455. 

Breen argues that the so-called Nova Constellatio coppers should be 
read Constellatio Nova for several reasons ranging from die alignment to the 
fact that the phrase scans better in hexameter verse. Breen also touches on 
the pattern decads of 1785 reading Inimica Tyrannis America(na). 


“Davy on Mint Processes in 1794,” The Numismatist 64 (19>. pp: 
870-872. 

A report by one James Davy to Edmund Randolph, Secretary of State, on 
the operations of the Mint in 1794 is printed by Breen, who comments on 
its relevance to the study of early U.S. coinage. 
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“A Descriptive Essay of the Liberty Seated Half Dimes with Arrows of 
1853-55,” Gobrecht Journal 1/2 (1975), pp. 9-11. 


Dies and Coinage (New York, 1962). Self covered, 40 pages. Reprinted 
as part of Hewitt’s Numismatic Information Series (Chicago, 1965). 

In this important monograph, Breen traces the development of modern 
coinage technology, beginning with the earliest ancient coins. Part One 
focuses on dies: Breen discusses the variations on the hammer method of 
coin production, the manufacture of early dies and punches, the use of 
engraving tools and the ways in which the artistry behind coin designs dete- 
tiorated from the ancient through medieval eras. He discusses the develop- 
ment of rolling and rocking dies, as well as other experiments through the 
screw press. The historical development of hubs is described in detail, as are 
the annealing processes. Boulton’s experiments with steam-powered presses 
are discussed, as is the development of the closed collar and the introduc- 
tion of tracing machines capable of inscribing designs in different sizes 
based on one model. This increased industrialization of the minting process 
leads to a discussion of hand-finishing and, hence, the phenomenon of die 
varieties, discernable only by close examination of coins struck from dies 
made with identical hubs and then finished by hand. Breen then discusses 
modern practices, from the original sculpted models to the various hubs and 
dies. He then discusses problems which arise during coin production: clash 
marks and die breaks are examined, as is rust. Part Two of the monograph is 
concerned with planchets and the ways in which uniform quality is 
achieved while aesthetic attributes are maintained. Planchet chemistry is 
discussed, with emphasis on the effects of particular alloy inhomogeneities. 
The difficulties encountered in manufacturing planchets of uniform weights 
are discussed, as are the methods of rolling ingots to the appropriate thick- 
ness. The gradual mechanization of the weighing process is described, as is 
the proofing process. Breen describes the various alloys used in modern 
times in the U.S. and British mints and the ways in which assaying is con- 
ducted. Raised rims and the role they will play in the striking process are 
also mentioned. The third and final section of the monograph deals with 
striking. Breen describes the advantages and disadvantages of each striking 
method, not only on the coins themselves but on those doing the actual 
work. He also describes the advantages and disadvantages of the closed and 
open collars. Edge ornamentation is looked at towards the end of the mono- 
graph. An important overview of the minting process, a process Breen firmly 
believed every coin collector needed to understand and which he knew few 
did. 


“Early American Tokens from Birmingham: Who, Where, Why?” 
Italiam fato profugi Hesperinaque venerunt litora: numismatic studies 
dedicated to Vladimir and Elvira Eliza Clain-Stefanelli, ed. R.G. Doty 
and T. Hackens (Louvain-La-Neuve, 1996), pp. 69-79. 


The Early Quarter Dollars of the United States, 1796-1838, by A.W. 
Browning. Completely updated by Breen with the collaboration of 
R.W. Miller, Sr. New commentary by Q.D. Bowers. With notes on 
rarity, attribution, new varieties, pedigrees of finest known speci- 
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mens, etc. Edited and compiled by M. Hodder (Wolfeboro, 1992). 
183 pages. Reprinted in 1998 by Sanford Durst. 

Breen’s revision of Browning’s 1925 original. This book combines 
Browning’s original text (which Breen considered the best numismatic work 
written on the first try) with updated variety information, census figures, 
and other documentation and commentary. The regular edition was pub- 
lished in both hardcover and card covers; a limited edition of 25 copies was 
prepared by George Frederick Kolbe in large format, with actual photograph- 
ic plates superior to any other edition, bound in full morocco. 


Early United States Half Eagles, 1795-1838 (Chicago, n.d. [c. 1966- 
1967]). Hewitt’s Numismatic Information Series. Card covers, 72 
pages. 

The earlier parts of the series of Scrapbook articles published as “United 
States Half Eagles: 1795-1929” combined in a more convenient monograph 
form. 


The Empire Guide to United States Half Cents, 1793-1857, by Q.D. 
Bowers and J.F. Ruddy (Johnson City, 1962). Card covered, (2), 47, 
(3) pages. 

In his Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents, Breen notes of this small 
volume that “most of the information therein derives from auction cata- 
logues written by me, or questions I answered” (p. 10). Bowers has clarified 
this information for the present compiler, establishing that the text was 
essentially Breen’s, though Bowers did contribute to it as well. Breen did not 
want the volume to bear his name, however, due to other commitments. 
The idea was simply to get an update to Gilbert published and readily avail- 
able. The volume, printed on rectos only, with versos left blank for notes, is 
very basic, with few illustrations, but is a step up from Gilbert’s then-stan- 
dard text. All published are stated to be a “deluxe edition,” and many were 
signed by Bowers and Ruddy. Note that the front cover’s title is truncated as 
United States Half Cents, 1793-1857. 


The Encyclopedia of United States Silver and Gold Commemorative Coins, 
1892-1954, by Walter Breen and Anthony Swiatek (New York, 1981). 
Hardcover, xxii, 362 pages. Revised edition published as The 
Encyclopedia of United States Silver and Gold Commemorative Coins, 
1892-1989, by Walter Breen and Anthony Swiatek (Wolfeboro, 
1990). Paperback only, xxii, 386 pages. 

An important work on an important subject, but marred by both its 
reliance on alphabetical arrangement (as opposed to the chronological 
arrangement of just about every other listing of commemorative coins) and 
its use of a downright hokey scheme in which the authors arrange all of 
each coin’s relevant info as if they were describing a mystery, with a corpus 
delicti, clues, opportunity, motive, suspects, accessories, modus operandi 
and collateral evidence — a device that gets tired fast. Still, this is a very 
good overview of each coin, with supplementary material on investment 
opportunities and the rare commemorative proofs (i.e., ones produced for 
the original 1892-1954 commems, not those produced by the millions to 
commemorate the 38th anniversary of the eradication of scurvy in the U.S. 
or some similar festivity). The revision features a new introduction, supple- 
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ment by Breen and corrections, all of which are tacked on to the end of the 
original text, which is not itself updated. 


“The Evolution of American Numismatics,” Numismatic News 14 
(May 23, 1966), pp. 12-13. 


The Fantastic 1804 Dollar, by Eric P. Newman and Kenneth E. 
Bressett; associates in research: Breen and L. Glaser (Racine, 1962). 

This is the book generally credited with having definitively discarded 
any notion that the 1804 dollars were minted in 1804. Breen’s and Glaser’s 
research on the subject was made available to Newman and Bressett, who 
were spearheading the project. That an unreleased first printing of this work 
exists is fairly well known. The volume was scheduled to be released in 
August 1962. That very month, at the annual convention of the American 
Numismatic Association, David Spink and James Risk announced the discov- 
ery of the King of Siam set, which contains an 1804 dollar which was 
unknown to the writers. Publication was immediately halted while informa- 
tion was compiled on the newly-discovered (or recovered) specimen and 
changes were made to the text to account for the Siam coin. A few copies of 
the original (pre-Siam) pages were bound at the request of the authors and 
were given to friends and colleagues as mementoes of what almost was. 
Bressett, in a 2001 article (The Asylum 19 [2001], pp. 71-72), recalled there 
being 20 to 24 copies of the first printing bound in boards identical to those 
used in the regular printing, which was released on October 1, 1962. For an 
examination of the differences between the two printings (which are not 
marked as being different printings or editions), see W.K. Homren, 
“Diagnostics of The Fantastic 1804 Dollar book,” The Asylum 19 (2001), pp. 
73-74. 


“Federal Shinplasters,” Numismatic News, serial beginning July 18, 
1O/Z. 

Part of longer series, “New Looks at Old Notes,” running 1971-1974, 
according to the Complete Encyclopedia’s bibliography. 


“A Few Unpublished Major Varieties of U.S. Coins,” The Numismatist 
66 (1953), pp. 569-572. 

Breen discusses three major design varieties of U.S. coins which had pre- 
viously been almost universally ignored: the two obverse hub varieties on 
the 1886 Indian Head cents; the two reverse hub varieties on the 1892 
Barber quarters; and the three different obverses and two different reverses 
used on trade dollars. He also mentions a number of smaller variations, 
including what he terms an “1869/8” cent, and the 13 and 14-star varieties 
of the 1804 quarter eagle. Some of these have now been recognized as 
important distinctions while others are still fairly obscure. 


“Fifty-fourth New Netherlands Auction,” The Numismatist 73 (1960), 
pp. 740-742. 

Gives an overview of the coins sold and prices realized at this sale and 
draws some lessons regarding both the state of the coin market and the pre- 
sentation of material in auction catalogues. 


First Coinvestors Presents the Walter Breen U.S. Rare Coin Portfolio (n.p., 
n.d. [1973]). Two volumes in three ring binders. 
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The most complete example of this was included as lot 212 of the Ford 
Library Sale (Kolbe and Stack’s, June 1, 2004) and apparently did not sell. It’s 
difficult to know if this should be included as a published work in this bibli- 
ography, as it seems likely that the few known copies (in varying states of 
completeness) were samples prepared as prototypes for a program developed 
by First Coinvestors. The two volumes contain notes on a variety of differ- 
ent U.S. coins, mostly type coins, on loose pages arranged by tabbed sheets 
in sections in the binders. 


“First Crowned Rose Pattern for the Rosa Americana Coinages,” The 
Colonial Newsletter 8 (1969), p. 267. 

A detailed description of a piece offered in the November 20, 1968 auc- 
tion of Lester Merkin (lot 26), which Breen catalogued. The piece appears to 
be an early pattern for the type described, featuring a royal portrait far older 
looking and generally less pleasing than the design adopted. 


“The First Perfectionist,” Penny-Wise 6 (1972), pp. 127-134. 
Breen traces many of the cents originally appearing in the Beckwith col- 
lection (April 27, 1923; sold by S.H. Chapman) to the present day. 


“Fiscal Year of the U.S. Mint,” letter to the editor, The Numismatist 
67 (1954), p. 1097. 

Breen responds to comments by ANA Historian Jack W. Ogilvie in the 
August 1954 issue claiming that confusion in mintage figures is the result of 
differences between the Mint’s fiscal year and the calendar year. Breen 
points out that the Mint’s fiscal year was the calendar year until the end of 
1856. 


“Fish Scales to Forgotten Sleepers,” Coins 19/8 (1972), pp. 55-61. 
Article dealing with silver three-cent pieces. 


“From Junk to Gems: Half Cents Then and Now,” Rare Coin and 
Stamp Advisory, December 1979; reprinted in Penny-Wise 14 (1980), 
pp. 81-84. 

A nice capsule history of the denomination, with notes on rarity, sur- 
vival rates, striking characteristics, etc., written for a more general audience 
of coin collectors. The first printing of this was in First Coinvestors/First 
Stampvestors’ house organ. 


“Erom Walter Breen,” The Colonial Newsletter 8 (1969), pp. 255-256. 

This short piece (if it can be called a single publication and not two sep- 
arate ones) is in the form of a response to Research Forum submission num- 
ber eight (RF-8). Breen asks if anyone knows of a 1787 Immunis with an 
ornamented edge device, mentioning the one noted in Edgar H. Adams’ 
notebooks in the ANS library. Breen then goes on to bring the reader up to 
date on New Jersey coinage research, providing a listing of mints involved 
in the NJ coinage and listing die varieties attributable back to those mints. 
The article/note/letter has been catalogued as “Variety Breakdown by Mint” 
by the Harry Bass Foundation. 


A Guide Book of United States Coins, by R.S. Yeoman (Racine, various 


dates). 
Breen is credited in different ways throughout the years: as a contribu- 
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tor; for counsel and advice; for service and data. From the 13th through 
18th editions, he is not named, but credit is given to the Standard Catalogue 
for information. 


“Half Cent Miscellany,” The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 19 
(1953), pp. 1170-1171. 

True to its title, this piece sees Breen address a number of areas of his 
concern, most dealing with the book on half cents he expected to publish 
shortly: a 1793 Smith counterfeit half cent upon which he needed informa- 
tion; a 1797 half cent overstruck by a 1796 large cent in the Congress Hall, 
Philadelphia exhibit; correct mintage figures for the first few years of cents 
and half cents; the issue of non-proof 1831 half cents; new die variety dis- 
coveries in half cents; and a plea for assistance in locating suitable examples 
of certain varieties for photographing for his proposed book. 


“Hancock’s Revenge,” Numismatic News, 1971, serial. 
The Washington coinage, especially the so-called Roman head cent of 
1792, is the subject of this article. 


“Head of Copper, Feet of Clay: Dr. Sheldon after 35 Years,” Penny- 
Wise 18 (1984), pp. 337-342. 

Breen’s memoir of his conflicting relationship with Dr. William H. 
Sheldon. Breen’s goal, he wrote, was to write a history of the man “without 
allowing a tradition of uncritical admiration to distort our perceptions of 
him and what he has done for numismatics — or to it.” Some felt Breen’s 
assessment of Sheldon’s character and science fairly harsh and questioned 
the printing of this since Sheldon was dead by this time and hence unable 
to defend himself. Since then, of course, other aspects of Sheldon’s life have 
become known throughout the hobby and the uncritical admirers of him 
are rather the fewer. 


“The High Cost of Money,” The Whitman Numismatic Journal 3 
(1966), pp. 866-874; 4 (1967), pp. 50-58. 

A two-part article on the economic bases upon which rest the establish- 
ment of the value of numismatic objects. Breen discusses the notion of “fic- 
titious value” and the role chance plays in establishing market value. 


Highlights from the Kenneth Lee Collection, by Breen and R. Gillio. 240 
35 mm slides showing coins from the Lee collection of California 
gold, accompanied by a six-page text by Breen. (n.p., 1983). 

A copy of this was sold in the Charles Davis’ Numismatic Literature Sale, 
no. 24, February 29, 1992, lot 763. 


A Historic Sketch of the Coins of New Jersey, by E. Maris. Reprint 
(Lawrence, Massachusetts: Quarterman, 1974), vii, 21 pages, double 
page plate. 


Foreward by Breen. 


“The Historic Wreath Cent,” Coins 14/11 (1967), pp. 24-26. 
A historical piece describing the state of events leading up to the pro- 
duction of the 1793 wreath cents. 


The History and Future of American Numismatics (Colorado Springs, 
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1991), produced by the American Numismatic Association. 
Moderated by K. Hallenbeck, featuring K. Bressett, Q. D. Bowers, E. 
Clain-Stefanelli, E. Newman and Breen. Video tape, 120 minutes. 

A forum on the history and future of American numismatics which took 
place at the 1991 centennial convention of the ANA in Chicago. The round- 
table discussion touches on a number of issues pertaining to the topic at 
hand. Features Breen one month prior to his arrest. In the video, Breen pays 
homage to those who came before him, in particular to those whom he con- 
siders mentors. He also looks to the future and commends the scholarship of 
certain young numismatists. In answer to questions, he suggested that the 
term “grading” should be spelled G-R-E-E-D-I-N-G when it comes to com- 
mercial grading and notes that “numerical grading is not a substitute for 
thought.” 


“History of the Fractional Currency Specimen Sets,” The Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine 30 (1964), pp. 22-29, 298-305. 


“The History of the Silver Dollar,” with jJ.W. Highfill, in The 
Comprehensive U.S. Silver Dollar Encyclopedia, by J. W. Highfill (Broken 
Arrow, 1992), pp. 2-5. 

A quick overview of the history of large-size silver coins, from those of 
the Habsburg Archduke Sigismund of Tyrol to the silver-clad Ss 
Eisenhower dollars. Mainly focuses on the U.S. dollars. 


How Coins Are Made (Beverley Hills: American Institute of 
Professional Numismatists, n.d. [c. 1970]). 14 by 21.5 cm. 

“Single sheet printed in blue ink on light blue stock” — George F. Kolbe 
Numismatic Literature sale, no. 79, November 13, 1999, lot 1515. 


“How Our Coinage Became Mechanized,” The Numismatist 64 
(1951), pp. 284-287. 

A somewhat rambling article which examines the process toward 
mechanical die production from hubs and device punches from the earlier 
reliance on hand engraving. Proofs are also discussed, as is the probable date 
of manufacture of the 1804 dollars. Later updated and expanded as the 
monograph Dies and Coinage. 


“How to Stay Ahead of the Coin Forgers,” The Numismatic Scrapbook 


Magazine 29 (1963), pp. 1329-1333, 1648-1655. 
Examines the various ways in which forgers make or alter coins. 


“The Hundred Year Vendetta,” The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 
28 (1962), pp. 2177-2189. 

Breen describes the history of the poor relations between U.S. Mint offi- 
cials and coin collectors, going into detail over various misunderstandings 
and shaking his head over the stupidity of it all. 


“I Remember Dr. Sheldon,” Penny-Wise 11 (1977), pp. 276-277. 

A fond remembrance of Sheldon, written by one of his greatest apostles 
shortly after Sheldon’s death, this is devoid of some of the bitterness that 
Breen later used to characterize his relationship with Sheldon. 
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The Indian Cent Numisma: 1856-1909, ed. B.A. Vogel (Longmont, 
1998), 277 pages. 

A collection of notes assembled posthumously by Vogel. These 
“Numisma” collections of old notes published by Vogel barely registered on 
the numismatic radar. 


“Introduction” in Travers’ Rare Coin Investment Strategy, by S.A. 
Travers, (New York, 1986). 
Breen applies the basics of game theory to the coin market. 


“Introduction,” in The United States Nickel Five-Cent Piece: A History 
and Date-by-Date Analysis, by M. Wescott and K. Keck (Wolfeboro, 
1991), p. 15. 


“Just Walter,” John Reich Journal 2/1 (1987), pp. 8, 34. 
Silver coinage of the United States is discussed. Title not Breen’s. 


“A Key to 1837 Large Cents,” Penny-Wise 4 (1970), pp. 218-220. 
Breen renumbers the Newcomb varieties to assist in understanding the 
cents of this date. 


“Large Cents of the U.S. 1816-1857; New Varieties and Additions,” 
book review, The Numismatist 67 (1954), pp. 1199-1200. 

Breen compares the new die variety and state information to be found 
in George Davis and Otto C. Steinberger’s broadside “Large Cents of the U.S. 
1816-1857; New Varieties and Additions” with the information he had gath- 
ered together on the same subject. 


“The Legacy of ‘Silver Dick,’” Numismatic News 23/16 (April 19, 
1975), pp. 6ff; continued in 23/21 (May 24, 1975), pp. 22ff; 23/26 
June 28, 1975), pp. 37-38; 23/30 (July 26, 1975), pp. 14ff; 23/34 
(August 23, 1975), pp. 14ff; 23/36 (September 6, 1975), pp. 18ff; 
23/42 (October 18, 1975), pp. 16ff; 23/45 (November 8, 1975), pp. 
18ff; 23/48 (November 29, 1975), pp. 20ff; 23/49 (December 6, 
1975), pp. 14ff; 23/51 (December 20, 1975), pp. 24ff; 23/52 
(December 27, 1975), pp. 14ff; 24/1 (January 3, 1976), p. 12. 


“Legal and Illegal Connecticut Mints, 1785-1789,” in Studies on 
Money in Early America, ed. E. P. Newman (New York, 1976), pp. 105- 
LSS: 

Discusses the various mints within and without Connecticut which pro- 
duced Connecticut coppers. Also discusses how one can determine the mint 
of origin of a particular coin. Good historical background. 


“Let’s Visit an Auction,” The Whitman Numismatic Journal 5 (1968), 
pp. 327-330. 

An overview of Lester Merkin’s March 6-7, 1968, auction sale (Merkin 
sale 8), Breen mostly limits his comments to descriptions of what particular 
lots brought and how the prices realized either reflected the market or were 
indicative of climbing values. 


“A Letter from Walter Breen,” Penny-Wise 6 (1972), p. 88. 
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Breen apologizes for his absence and comments on some recent discus- 
sions concerning auction sales, grading, electrotypes and works by Jeff 
Oliphant and Ray Williamson. Title not Breen’s. 


“A Letter from Walter Breen,” Penny-Wise 8 (1974), pp. 91-92. 

Breen comments on the Smithsonian collection’s S-75, the late date 
cent manuscript he was working on, grading, bidders at the Naftzger sale 
and the ill-termed “turban head” appellation. Not Breen’s title. 


“Letter from Walter Breen,” Penny-Wise 20 (1986), p. 11. 
Primarily regards the variations to be found on edge lettering of early 
cents and how this creates new subvarieties. Not Breen’s title. 


“A Letter from Walter Breen — Finally,” Penny-Wise 9 (1975), pp. 
173-1) o: 

A long letter in which Breen discusses why he believes a photographic 
grading guide to large cents would not work very well, how Penny-Wise is 
essentially a fanzine, the ethics of being a dealer and a collector, various 
large cent engraving errors, the chemical properties of patinas on coppers, 
Ray Williamson’s proposed token design, and a few other things. Not 
Breen’s title. 


“Letter to and from Walter Breen,” Penny-Wise 10 (1976), pp. 270- 
a7 Ae 

This consists of a letter written to Breen from the new owner of a 
Jefferson Head cent asking for more information on the possibility of the 
coin being a pattern made by John Harper while seeking a federal coin con- 
tract. Breen’s response clarifies his research on the subject and describes 
where the correspondent might turn for more information. Not Breen’s title. 


Letter to the Editor, The Asylum 1 (1981), pp. 57-S8. 

Written in response to a letter by R.S. Cohen, Jr., also published in this 
issue of The Asylum, alleging that Breen had deliberately ignored Cohen’s 
research on half cents in Breen’s article published on the subject in the pre- 
vious issue (“A Review of Half Cent Literature,” The Asylum 1 (1980), pp. 33- 
38). Breen states that the article in question predates Cohen’s work, as was 
stated in the original article. 


Letter to the Editor, The Colonial Newsletter 2 (1961), p. 7. 

Breen’s letter records his positive response to the initial issue of The 
Colonial Newsletter and reports on the “1700” Voce Populi coins, 
Massachusetts cents and Albany church pennies. See next. 


Letter to the Editor, The Colonial Newsletter 2 (1961), p. 7. 

Breen writes to update his comments noted above by adding news of 
the discovery of a specimen of the Fugio 19-SS and a 1787 Massachusetts 4-J 
cent. See previous. 


Letter to the Editor, The Colonial Newsletter 2 (1961), p. 17. 

Reports the discovery of a Pine Tree Shilling mule (Noe 26 obverse, 27-8 
reverse); the rediscovery of Crosby’s 2b-A2 Pine Tree variety; a 1722/1 H 
Colonies Francoises sou plain overdate. Also includes notes on authorized 
weights of New Hampshire and Virginia coinage. 


200 SUMMER 2004 * THE ASYLUM 


Letter to the Editor, The Colonial Newsletter 5 (1965), p. 131. 

In the “Reports, Letters, etc.” section, it is noted that Breen has reported 
the discovery of “a New Jersey 12-G in about uncirculated condition; per- 
haps the finest known specimen.” 


Letter to the Editor, The Colonial Newsletter 6 (1967), pp. 187-188. 
Breen responds to a Pine Tree Shilling described in TN-4 (technical note 
4) by Robert Vlack in the previous issue. Breen states that the coin cannot be 
genuine and goes on to describe a die state of Noe-17 which he has seen and 
which makes the description in TN-4 that of a modern forgery. He also 
appends descriptions of other “predecessor and reworked die states of 
Massachusetts silver” and says a few words about Massachusetts coppers. 


Letter to the Editor, TN-20A, The Colonial Newsletter 10 (1971), p. 
323. 

Responds to an earlier article by T.D. Howe on the time of manufacture 
of the Mark Newbie coinage and their possible circulation in the 1660s. 
Listed as “Mark Newbie Halfpence: Comment on Time of Manufacture,” in 
the Harry Bass Foundation databases. 


Letter to the Editor, The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 24 (1958), p. 
902. 

A very brief response to two queries printed in the March 1958 issue’s 
“What Others Say” department, the first regarding an alleged 1804 dollar 
with Washington’s portrait on it and the second regarding the strength of 
magnet required to attract a 1943 steel cent. Published in the “What Others 
Say” department of the magazine. 


Letter to the Editor, Penny-Wise 23 (1989), pp. 48-52. 

The first of two letters published here, this one is addressed to Harry 
Salyards, editor of Penny-Wise, and updates Salyards on the events in Breen’s 
life (particularly the health of Breen’s wife, Marion Zimmer Bradley). Also 
touches on the discovery of an S-229 large cent with a retained cud. 


Letter to the Editor, Penny-Wise 23 (1989), pp. 48-52. 

The second of two letters published here, this one is addressed to Bill 
Fivaz, and regards a 1799/8 S-188 State IV large cent. Breen writes, “no other 
known obverse die of any date among the Draped Busts has a break exactly 
matching this one.” He then gives a listing of other known examples with 
provenances. 


Letter to the Editor, by Charles Davis, Penny-Wise 27 (1993), D282 
Davis quotes several lines from a letter written by Breen to Herb 
Silberman in March 1968. 


“Letters from Members,” Penny-Wise 4 (1970), p23; 
Includes comments from Breen to John Wright on date logotypes, die 
punches and other topics. Title not Breen’s. 


“Letters from Walter Breen,” Penny-Wise 2 (1968), pp. 84-86. 
Breen responds to a number of previously published comments appear- 
ing in Penny-Wise. Not Breen’s title. 
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The Lincoln Cent Numisma: 1909-1997, ed. B.A. Vogel (Longmont, 
199s), 285,pages. 

A collection of notes assembled posthumously by Vogel. That Breen 
died in 1993 while the publication in question spans the emission of 
Lincoln cents from 1909 to 1997 should make the absurdity of the publica- 
tion apparent. 


“Location of Unique 1786 Connecticut 5.3-B.2,” The Colonial 
Newsletter 8 (1969), p. 283. 

Not really a publication, but more of a paraphrased note, reading in its 
entirety, “Walter H. Breen observes that a great many of the Miller speci- 
mens went into the F.C.C. Boyd collection where, he believes, the estate 
maintains them intact today.” 


“Major Varieties of the United States Three Dollar Gold Pieces,” The 
Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 30 (1964), pp. 3285-3290; continued 
in 31 (1965),-pp. 266-268, 596-600, 903-906. 

One of the few works on the topic, Breen’s work in his 1960s series of 
articles and monographs on U.S. gold die varieties is very strong. This partic- 
ular group of articles gives the historical background of the series and of the 
previous numismatic scholarship surrounding the series, then focuses on 
examining every type, date and variety of which he was aware. Exhaustive 
work, still cited today. 


Major Varieties of the United States Three Dollar Gold Pieces (Chicago, 
1964). Hewitt’s Numismatic Information Series. Card covers, 19, (1) 
pages. 

The above series of Scrapbook articles combined in a more convenient 
monograph form. 


“Major Varieties of U.S. Gold Dollars,” The Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine 29 (1963), pp. 2813-2819, 3134-3140, 3446-3453. 

This series of articles is one of the most important publications on the 
topic. Breen gives the historical background of the series and of the previous 
numismatic scholarship surrounding it, but then focuses on examining 
every type, date and variety of which he was aware. Exhaustive work, still 
cited today. 


Major Varieties of U.S. Gold Dollars (Chicago, 1964). Hewitt’s 
Numismatic Information Series. Card covers, (2), 24, (6) pages. 

The above series of Scrapbook articles combined in a more convenient 
monograph form. 


“Making Half Cents: How the Early American Coiners Prepared 
Planchets,” CoinAge 21/2 (1985), pp. 8ff. 


MANA News. (Later MANA Journal.) Various issues, 1953-1959. 

The MANA News (later changed to MANA Journal) was the journal of the 
Middle Atlantic Numismatic Association. It first appeared in July 1953 with 
Breen sharing the editorship with Dick Johnson. Breen continued as editor 
through the name change in 1957. By October 1957, he is listed as associate 
editor, in which capacity he continued through 1958. The issues for 1959 
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name him only as a contributor, after which he seems to have not been 
involved with the publication. 


“Massachusetts Silver — A Tentative Checklist,” The Metropolitan 
Numismatic Journal, no. 1 (May-June 1961), pp. 6-9. 

The introduction states, “The following is an attempt to enumerate the 
known varieties of NE, Willow, Oak and Pine Tree coins as of April 1961 
(exclusive of forgeries) with rarity ratings and other comment not included 
in any of the printed sources.” Continued in the Numismatic Journal, succes- 
sor to The Metropolitan Numismatic Journal. 


“Massachusetts Silver — A Tentative Checklist,” Numismatic Journal, 
no. 2 (November 1961), pp. 22-26. 

Continued from the listing begun in the sole issue of the Metropolitan 
Numismatic Journal, this is a listing of all known die varieties of NE, Willow, 
Oak and Pine Tree coins as of April 1961. 


“Medals Challenge to Artisans for Centuries,” Coin World, no. 101 
(March 23, 1962), p. 10. 

Breen discusses the Lee Memorial medal and gives some biographical 
information on Anthony de Francisci, who designed the piece. He also dis- 
cusses some of the problems which are encountered when designing medals 
(as opposed to coins) and comments on the opportunities available through 
being able to work in higher relief. 


“Members Comment on ANACS Sale,” letter to the editor, The 
Numismatist 103 (1990), pp. 1389-1390. 

Breen applauds the decision to sell ANACS to Amos Press, a business 
arrangement he believes is a success for both parties. Title not Breen’s. 


“The Metal Called ‘Tutanaigne,’” The Colonial Newsletter 19 (1980), 
pa/s2- 

Breen comments briefly on the metal named by Crosby as a synonym 
for zinc with the spelling given in the title and notes that other spelling 
variants are “tutenaga” and “tutenaigue,” with the former being a known 
word of supposed Portuguese Indian origin for white metal, most often zinc. 
The metal was used for some of the Rosa Americana coinage of William 
Wood. 


“Metallic Composition of the Continental Currency,” The Colonial 
Newsletter 6 (1965), p. 146. 

In this short note, the initial contribution to The Colonial Newsletter’s 
“Technical Notes” section, Breen notes that the “pewter” Continental 
Currency Dollars are actually almost entirely made of tin. 


“Metallic Panaceas: Gold Bugs, Silver Crusaders, and the Wizard of 
Oz,” America’s Gold Coinage. Coinage of the Americas Conference 
Proceedings 6 (1989), ed. William E. Metcalf (New York, 1990), pp. 
33-54. 

An overview of the fight for the gold and silver standards, bimetallism 
and Breen’s take on Frank L. Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz as com- 
mentary on them. 
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The Metropolitan Numismatic Journal, edited by Breen and Lynn 
Glaser, No. 1 (May-June 1961), 16 pages, self-covered. 

The only issue published, the second number was called The Numismatic 
Journal (Breen may have only been involved with the first issue). According 
to Ken Lowe (“American Numismatic Periodicals from 1860 to 1960: An 
Overview Based on Remy Bourne’s Book of the Same Name,” The Asylum 22 
[2004], p. 34), “apparently between 200 and 300 copies of the first issue 
were produced. The second issue, dated November 1961, was renamed The 
Numismatic Journal as Glaser took over the journal and withdrew from the 
Metropolitan Coin Company which had moved to New York City where it 
was operated by Paul Weinstein. The issue was a rather low quality, mimeo- 
graphed booklet. Apparently even fewer copies of the second number were 
produced. Regardless, for whatever reason, this scholarly journal produced 
by two outstanding numismatic scholars only survived for two issues.” 
Apparently a third issue (also under The Numismatic Journal title) unknown 
to Lowe was published, but consisted solely of a reprint of Vol. 1, No. 1 of 
The [American] Numismatist. 


“Mintage Figures for the New Jersey Coinage from the Receipt Books 
of James Mott, Treasurer to the State of New Jersey,” The Colonial 
Newsletter 9 (1970), pp. 295-297. 

Breen analyzes the receipt book of the treasurer of the State of New 
Jersey during the period of 1783 to 1799 and deduces from this the quanti- 
ties of NJ coppers produced at the Morristown and Rahway Mints based on 
the fees mintmasters paid. 


The Minting Process: How Coins Are Made and Mismade (Beverly Hills, 
1970). (2), 162, (4) pages, one leaf (two page) final exam bound in. 
Orange card covers, staple bound. 21.6 by 14 cm. 

A textbook on minting methods, this in some ways is an expansion of 
Breen’s Dies and Coinage, a work he held to be important as it dealt with a 
topic he felt vital to all coin collectors. It was intended to be used in a course 
of study offered by the Institute of Professional Numismatists, an organiza- 
tion in which Breen and Ronald Gillio were involved. Topics dealt with 
include terminology, coining routines, what coins struck on the wrong 
planchets tell us about the minting process, the manufacture of dies, and 
blundered dies. Includes a test at the end, which was to be completed by the 
student/reader and sent in for grading. Scarce. 


“Miss Liberty’s American Debut,” by Breen and L. Glaser, Numismatic 
Journal, No. 2 (November 1961), pp. 3-17. 

Breen and Glaser discuss the use of devices which are emblematic of 
Liberty on U.S. coins, tracing the history of such usage to ancient coins. Also 
discusses the designs used on 1776 coppers attributed to Paul Revere. This is 
the first issue of Numismatic Journal, which had previously appeared (for one 
issue) under the title Metropolitan Numismatic Journal. 


“The Money Censors,” Coinage 8/8 (1972), pp. 70-72. 


“More About Longacre’s Indian Cent Model,” The Numismatic 


Scrapbook Magazine 17 (1951), pp. 297-299. 
Breen argues that the head on the Indian Head cent is actually not an 
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Indian at all, but is simply Liberty in Indian headdress. He also debunks the 
myth that Longacre used his daughter as the model. 


“More on Early Usage of the Horse Head Design,” The Colonial 
Newsletter 17 (1978), p. 627. 

Breen points out a connection between the “nag’s head sinister on 
torse” design of the New Jersey coppers and depictions of the Arms of the 
State of New Jersey on early paper money, particularly the issues of January 
9, 1781 and those of 1784 and 1786, the last of which best resemble the 
design used on the coins. 


“More on H.N. Rust Research,” The Colonial Newsletter 15 (1976), 
Drobo! 

Referring back to CNL page 549 in the previous issue, Breen sheds some 
light on the relationship between Horatio N. Rust and C. Wyllys Betts, par- 
ticularly as it concerns the “New Haven” dies, which Breen suspects were 
outright fabrications made by or for Rust. 


“More on the Importation of 1749 Halfpence and Farthings,” The 
Colonial Newsletter 16 (1977), p. 585. 

Breen comments on an apparent miscalculation by Eric Newman relat- 
ing to the number of halfpence and farthings imported into Massachusetts 
in 1749, stating that Newman’s figures conflict with the data given by 
Crosby. As it turns out, however, Breen was in error in assuming that the fig- 
ure reported by Crosby was correct: see Eric Newman’s response in the CNL 
for July 1979, pp. 681-684. 


“Mr. Breen Answers Mr. Slife,” The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 
2/7 (1961), p. 2590. 


“My Friend Walter,” by John D. Wright, Penny-Wise 27 (1993), 
Pp: Zo: 

Wright’s remembrance of Breen includes Breen’s poem “Paradox,” writ- 
ten while in prison. 


“The Mysterious Miss Liberty,” by Walter Breen and Michael Turoff, 
Coins 18/10 (1971), pp. 62-65. 


“New Discoveries in the Early Cents,” Penny-Wise 2 (1968), pp. 163- 
165. 
Describes the 1794 NC-8, 1800 NC-5 and 1801 NC-4. 


“New Jersey Center Dots,” The Colonial Newsletter 15 (1976), p. 566. 

A short response to an article by J.C. Spilman appearing in the previous 
issue (“Center Dots on New Jersey Reverses”). Breen agrees with Spilman’s 
comments on the origin of center dots, though points out that they are also 
known on Vermont, Connecticut and Massachusetts coppers as well as 
Philadelphia Mint issues. Breen also argues that letter punches are “far more 
reliable” as clues to a die-sinker’s identity than are the presence or absence 
of center dots. 


“New Looks at Old Notes,” Numismatic News, 20/38 (September 19, 
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1972), pp: 16, 29; continued ‘in 20/39 (September 26, 1972), 
pp. 12, 30. 

Possibly part of a longer series, “New Looks at Old Notes,” running 
1971-1974 in Numismatic News, according to the Complete Encyclopedia’s bib- 
liography. 


“New Looks at Old Notes,” Paper Money, vol. 15, no. 4 July-August 


1976), pp. 207ff. 
Possibly a reprinting of the above entry. 


“New Specimen of 1797 NC-1 Discovered,” with R. Retz, Penny-Wise 
24 (1990), pp. 62-63. 

Breen notes that the fifth specimen of the 1797 NC-1 large cent, discov- 
ered by Retz, is the earliest known die state and then describes the other 
known examples of the variety. 


“A New Sub-variety of 1794 Cent,” The Metropolitan Numismatic 
Journal, no. 1 (May-June 1961), pp. 10-12. 

An S-20 1794 large cent with both the 1793 style edge lettering as well 
as that of 1794 is discussed by Breen, who finds it no mere error but a legiti- 
mate subvariety. 


New Varieties of $1, $2.50 and $5.00 United States Gold (Chicago, 
n.d.). Hewitt’s Numismatic Information Series. Card covers, 16 
pages. 

This was published as a supplement to the four monographs on gold die 
varieties which had so far been published by Lee Hewitt (reprinting them 
from the original articles published in Hewitt’s Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine): the ones on gold dollars, quarter eagles, three-dollar gold pieces 
and early half eagles (the remaining monographs on later half eagles and 
eagles had yet to appear). 


“A New Variety of 1795 Silver Dollar,” The Numismatist 66 (1953), p. 
706. 

Notes the discovery of a 1795 dollar with a Bolender-7 obverse and a 
new reverse found in the Eliasberg collection. 


“The New York Immunis: A Mystery Unraveled,” The Colonial 
Newsletter 18 (1979), pp. 668-676. 

Unlike most of Breen’s contributions to the CNL, this is a full-length 
article examining the questions of who created the so-called “New York” 
1787 Immunis Columbia coppers, when they were produced and for what 
purpose. Breen discusses the relationship between these coppers and the 
Immune Columbia coppers of 1785 and the 1786 Immunis/Shield coppers 
as well as how the 1787 Immunis issues relate to the Excelsior pattern cop- 
pers, the Non Vi Virtute Vici coppers, the state coinages of New Jersey, 
Connecticut and Vermont, the Machin’s Mills issues, the George Clinton 
piece, the Liber Natus Libertatum Defendo issue and Walter Mould’s pat- 
terns for the Confederation. In the end, though, Breen shows that the clos- 
est relation is with the Fugio coppers, though not because they were made 
by the same person. Instead, Breen argues that General Matthias Ogden, 
who stood as the surety bond for the Rahway mint, produced the 1787 
Immunis Columbia pieces as patterns for a proposed federal coinage. He 
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submitted a plan to Congress, but, due to the fact that the head of the Board 
of Treasury, Col. William Duer, had been bribed with $10,000 by James 
Jarvis, the contract was awarded to Jarvis, who, of course, made an insuffi- 
cient number of coppers before absconding to Europe with the proceeds. 
Breen suggests that the dies made for the patterns (by James Atlee at Rahway 
Mills) were subsequently used by Ogden to make coppers for general circula- 
tion. Breen reiterated these findings in his Complete Encyclopedia (1988). 
However, Michael Hodder, in an important article in the CNL appearing in 
1991, called Breen’s interpretation of the pieces seriously into question and 
proposed a new set of hypotheses for the coins (“The 1787 ‘New York’ 
Immunis Columbia: A Mystery Re-ravelled,” The Colonial Newsletter 31 
[1991], pp. 1203-1235). 


““New-merical’ Grades?,” letter to the editor, The Numismatist 99 
(1986), p. 1787. 

Breen ridicules suggestions to expand the range of “uncirculated” to 
encompass 11 different numerical grades, stating that the creation of a stan- 
dard for these 11 grades, much less adherence to it, would be impossible for 
every series and would result in resubmissions of coins to be regraded by 
ANACS. Happily, everyone came to their senses and this never happened 
(cough). 


“North American Colonial Coinages under the French Regime 
(1640-1763),” in Studies on Money in Early America, ed. E.P. Newman 
(New York, 1976), pp. 43-74. 

A comprehensive overview of the coins produced for the French 
(Canadian) colonies of North America. Important. 


“Notes on Early Quarter Dollars,” The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 
20 (1954), pp. 137-146. 

A systematic attempt to update the Browning book on quarters, Breen 
examines the various varieties and provides updates on rarity, new die vari- 
eties, corrections to Browning, and other information. A rather detailed arti- 
cle and indicative of Breen’s considerable interest in the subject. 


“Notes on the Confederate Restrike,” The Numismatist 63 (1950), p. 
846. 

Included in the “Notes and Queries” section. Apparently Breen’s first 
published numismatic work. David Gladfelter wrote to the present compiler 
on August 4, 2002, that “Breen told me on 6/23/84 that this letter at 63 
Num. 846 was his first numismatic publication.” Breen identifies a double- 
struck example of Scott’s Confederate half dollar restrike as having belonged 
to J.N.T. Levick, then provides some contemporaneous background to the 
restrike in the form of quotations from Frossard’s Numisma. 


“Notes on United States Quarter Eagles,” The Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine 30 (1964), pp. 901-906, 1235-1240, 1571-1574, 2071-2074, 
2120-2123, 2625-2628, 2666-2669. Later published in monograph 
form as Varieties of United States Quarter Eagles. 

One of the few works on the topic, Breen gives the historical back- 
ground of the series and of the previous numismatic scholarship surround- 
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ing it, then focuses on examining every type, date and variety of which he 
was aware. Exhaustive work, still cited today. 


“Notes That Almost Weren’t,” Paper Money, vol. 16, no. 1 January- 
February 1977; Serial 67), pp. S-14. 

The first part in a series (published with differing titles), possibly based 
on earlier pieces originally published in Numismatic News. 


“Numbered Seats and 4-Year Terms Questioned,” letter to the editor, 
The Numismatist 93 (1980), pp. 595-596. 

Breen writes to object to plans to change the way the ANA membership 
elects governors, in particular objecting to the notion of having numbered 
seats, which, Breen points out, leads to the possibility of two highly quali- 
fied people running for the same seat while two unqualified people battle 
over another (with the result that one of the highly qualified people won't 
be elected while one of the unqualified ones will). Also discusses why Breen 
stays out of internal politics in numismatic and other organizations. 


Numisma, ed. J.J. Ford, Jr. and Breen. New Netherlands Coin 
Company, 1954-1960. 

The periodical publication of one of the finest numismatic businesses to 
grace the hobby, the team of Ford and Breen wrote some of the best auction 
catalogues the hobby has ever seen. They also wrote and edited Numisma, 
one of the finest and most entertaining house organs of the twentieth cen- 
tury and a fitting successor to Frossard’s original periodical (the less said 
about certain new publications going under the name the better). Though 
modest in format and perpetually behind schedule, these are essential to the 
library of anyone interested in United States coins. 


Numismatic Directory for 1957, by D. Wayne Johnson, joint compiler 
Walter Breen (St. Louis, 1957), 101 pages. 

From Dick Johnson: “This grew out of a project for an advertising class 
at Washington University. I sent out questionnaires and gathered all the 
data; Walter compiled a list of all numismatic publications (I suspect from a 
visit to ANS library). I rented a proportional spacing typewriter and typed 
the entire text myself. An art student at Washington U created the logo and 
cover design.” 


“Observations on RF-27, the Danske Americansk,” The Colonial 
Newsletter 10 (1971), p. 330. 

Letter regarding an article appearing in the December 1969 issue of the 
CNL on the subject of Danish West Indies coins issued during and shortly 
after the period of “colonial” America. Discusses where these coins fit into 
those generally included as “colonials.” Breen states clearly that he thinks it 
best not to include these in the category of American colonials. Note that 
the title given is not Breen’s, but merely a heading under which several let- 
ters appear. 


“Old Time Collectors and Dealers,” with W.A. Lapp, Penny-Wise 3 
(1969), pp. 136-141. 

Provides brief biographies of some of the more important nineteenth- 
and early twentieth-century U.S. coin dealers and collectors. 
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“On Crosby’s ‘Missing Letter,’” The Colonial Newsletter 16 (1977), p. 
586. 

Breen responds to a technical note by Ray Williamson suggesting that 
the discovery of a letter Crosby mentioned as “missing” may provide evi- 
dence that the Massachusetts Mint was functioning as late as November 
1684. Breen argues that this is impossible due to both the revocation of the 
Massachusetts Bay charter in October 1684 and the expiration of the seven- 
year mint contract held by John Hull and Robert Saunderson in May 1682 
(not to mention Hull’s subsequent death in October 1683). In the same issue 
of CNL, Williamson agreed with Breen’s points and withdrew his claim. 


“On Freeman’s Two Cent Series,” The Numismatist 67 (1954), pp. 
837-838. 

Breen addresses the reasons for two-cent pieces being coined and sug- 
gests that Freeman’s attempts to distinguish all die varieties in the series are 
essentially futile, since for some dates over 100 dies were made, all of them 
mechanically. Published in the “Notes and Queries” section of the journal. 


“On the Eckfeldt Process at the First U.S. Mint,” The Colonial 
Newsletter 15 (1976), p. 571. 

Breen responds to a reprint from The Franklin Journal (1826), appearing 
in the previous issue of the CNL, concerning die hardening processes. While 
he heralds the discovery of the publication as providing proof that was 
needed to explain the fact that after 1795, instances of die failure due to 
caving in resulting from softness are almost unheard of, Breen argues against 
Jim Spilman’s assertion (G-1A) that it would have been possible for former 
New Jersey mintmasters Albion Cox or John Harper to have contributed this 
method of die hardening to the Mint. 


“An Open Letter to U.S. Treasurer Angela M. Buchanan,” letter to the 
editor, The Numismatist 95 (1982), pp. 1943-1945. 

Breen writes to commend the new Treasurer’s desire to put an end to 
the antagonistic relationship which has often existed between the U.S. Mint 
and collectors, and suggests several steps which could be taken to make the 
ceasefire complete and permanent. 


“An Original Breen Attribution Guide for Cents of 1822, 1827, 
1828,” by E. Janis, Penny-Wise 27 (1993), pp. 283-287. 

Janis tells the story of discussing the die varieties of these years with 
Breen, who then composed an easy-finder list for Janis, which he includes in 
this remembrance. 


“Our $3 Coin: Born to Placate the Gold Interests,” Coins 15/8 (1968), 


pp. 27-30. 
Provides historical background for the $3 gold piece. 


“Our Warlike Heraldic Designs,” letter to the editor, The Numismatist 
64 (1951), pp. 167. 

Breen responds to a note by William Guild published in the December 
1950 Numismatist in which he speculates on the fact that certain U.S. coins 
portray the eagle holding arrows in the dexter claw instead of the sinister as 
usual. Breen corrects a statement made by Guild as to which coins include 
this anomaly and provides information on pattern pieces which also exhibit 
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the characteristic. He attempts to correlate the dates during which these 
reverses occurred with dates when the U.S. was in or near a state of war, but 
acknowledges that these are simply speculations unconfirmed by facts. 
Appeared in the “Notes and Queries” section of the journal. 


“An Outstanding Collection of Connecticut Coppers,” The Colonial 
Newsletter 13 (1974), p. 446. 

A detailed overview of the collection later sold as part of the EAC/Pine 
Tree auction of February 15, 1975. 


“Paper Coins,” Coinage 8/9 (1972), pp. 42ff. 


“Penny Quiz,” Penny-Wise 3 (1969), p. 178. 
Breen tries his hand at writing the bimonthly quiz for Penny-Wise, and 
comes up with what quiz editor John Wright calls “a real toughie.” 


Penny Whimsy: A Revision of Early American Cents, 1793-1814: An 
Exercise in Descriptive Classification with Tables of Rarity and Value, by 
W.H. Sheldon with the collaboration of D.I. Paschal and Breen (New 
York,1958), xii, 340 pages, 51 halftone plates. Hardcover with dust- 
jacket. Reprint: (New York, 1965), “exactly as printed in 1958 except 
for corrections of proofreaders’ errors,” xii, 340 pages, 51 plates. 
Hardcover with dust-jacket. Reprint: (Lawrence,1976), best plates 
and corrected text (reissued 1981), xii, 340 pages, 51 plates. 
Hardcover with dust-jacket. Reprint: (New York, 1990), xv, 340 
pages; 51 plates, text is exactly as 1958 with proofreader’s correc- 
tions, worst plates, new introduction and appendices by D. Loring. 
Hard cover, no dust jacket. 

The classic work on the early cents, eclipsed only by Breen’s own 
posthumously-published encyclopedia (compiled with the assistance of Del 
Bland, Mark R. Borckardt and other members of the Early Cent Revision 
Committee of the Early American Coppers club). Penny Whimsy was, as the 
subtitle explains, a revision of Sheldon’s previous Early American Cents (New 
York: Harper, 1949). Sheldon’s work is not simply a technical guide to die 
varieties, but a philosophical exercise as well, and is considered by many to 
be perhaps the best single volume written on a series of U.S. coins, even if it 
has since been superceded by later works. Sheldon introduced the 70-point 
grading system (intending it only for large cents), which plenty of people 
have since regretted. See J. Kraljevich, “An Attribution Guide for Sheldons,” 
The Asylum 11/3 (1993), pp. 18-21. 


“Pennymanship to the Editors,” Penny-Wise 11 (1977), p. 181. 

A jetter to the editor describing the impending publication of Breen’s 
Coiner’s Caviar (which actually occurred) as well as the impending publica- 
tion of a book to be called Everything You Always Wanted to Know about 
Colonial and American Coins but Never Knew Where to Ask (which didn’t). Title 
(of the letter) not Breen’s. 


“Pennymanship to the Editors,” Penny-Wise 18 (1984), p. 380. 

Breen notes his relative absence from the recent pages of Penny-Wise, 
pointing out that the publication of his book (with Ron Gillio) on California 
gold and the half cent Encyclopedia, as well as his work on the Complete 
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Encyclopedia has left him little additional time. He notes that his attention is 
now coming back to large cents, and mentions his ANS talk on Robert Scot. 
Not Breen’s title. 


“The Peter Principle Meets the Mint: Scot, Barber and the ‘Arabic’ 
Dates,” New England Journal of Numismatics 1/1 (1986), pp. 3-9. 

The work of Mint engravers Robert Scot and Charles E. Barber is dis- 
cussed as well as the influence the two had on the Mint’s use of the work of 
others, including Augustus St. Gaudens. 


“Philadelphia Story: 1791-1794,” Coin World, no. 105 (April 20, 
1962), pp. 82, 84; continued in no. 106 (April 27, 1962), p. 42; no. 
107 (May 4, 1962), p. 76. 


“Philadelphia’s Original Flying Disks: Early American Coppers — 
Blanks, Sources, Identifying Marks,” The American Numismatic 
Association Centennial Anthology, eds. by C.W.A. Carlson and M. 
Hodder (Wolfeboro, 1991), pp. 35-50. 

An important article, Breen traces the sources of the copper purchased 
by the U.S. Mint in its early years and attempts to draw correlations between 
these disparate sources and the edge markings on various die varieties. The 
text includes charts showing the various copper purchases as well as esti- 
mates of when various varieties were struck, how many were struck, and 
information on their survival rates. 


“Pick Nits, Get Lice,” The Repository 3/1-2 (1985), pp. 1-2. 

Breen responds to a negative review of his half cent encyclopedia writ- 
ten by Bill Weber. Examining Weber’s main criticisms, Breen responds to 
each point. Most importantly, he states that Weber saw early drafts of the 
manuscript and made no criticisms until after the book had been published. 
“Mr. Weber thought I was pontificating ex cathedra. | thought he was 
friendly. We were both wrong.” Breen mentions preparing an errata for the 
half cent book, but does not appear to have done so. 


“Pointers Regarding the 1838 Large Cents,” Penny-Wise 2 (1968), p. 
Was 
Focuses on the 1838 N-9, N-11 and N-13. 


“Preface,” in Early United States Dimes, 1796-1837, by D.J. Davis, R.J. 
Logan, A.F. Lovejoy, J.W. McCloskey and W.L. Subjack (Ypsilanti, 
1984), p. vii. 


““Processed’ Coins,” The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 28, (1962), 
pp. 1293-1295. 


“Profile — Walter Breen,” Penny-Wise 2 (1968), p. 80. 

Of uncertain authorship, this was at least written with Breen’s coopera- 
tion, as it includes a few tidbits of information which had not previously 
appeared in print about Breen. 


“Proof Coins Struck by the United States Mint, 1817-1921,” Coin 
Collector’s Journal 20/2-3 (1953), pp. 1-48. Reprinted as a monograph, 
see below. 
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A very important work which is the predecessor to Breen’s 1977 Coiner’s 
Caviar. In it, Breen focuses on pre-1858 proofs, examining first the historical 
background of proof/specimen/presentation pieces, then looking at their 
manufacture, the problems of uncertain mintages, restrikes and proof sets. 
Separate sections on silver and minor coins and gold coins are supplement- 
ed by tables on proofs struck by calendar year, corrected mintage figures, a 
section on dies and die varieties of coins known in proof, 1817-1857, $3 
gold restrikes, and tables on proof coinage, delivery and disposal. Breen’s 
monograph comprises the entirety of this double issue of the Coin Collector’s 
Journal. 


Proof Coins Struck by the United States Mint, 1817-1921 (New York, 
1983), with new supplement by S.J.Durst, 57 pages. 

This Sanford J. Durst reprint (which Breen considered pirated) of the 
work which was originally printed in the Coin Collector’s Journal contains a 
hilariously pointless supplement by Durst, the research for which was appar- 
ently conducted by opening a Redbook. 


“Proof Large Cents,” Penny-Wise 9 (1975), pp. 138. 

Breen describes how one determines what is a proof large cent, what the 
criteria for “proof” are and what difficulties one encounters in collecting 
proof large cents. 


“Proof Large Cents — Preliminary Notes,” Penny-Wise 3 (1969), pp. 
83-90. 

Breen’s first substantive, original article for Penny-Wise, this takes the 
form of a listing of all known varieties of large cents known in proof form, 
with information given on previous auction appearances and provenances. 


“The Proofing Process,” The Whitman Numismatic Journal 2, (1965), 
pp. 37-41, 123-127, 175-181, 229-233, 345-349, 399-402, 489-493. 

These articles form the basis of the opening chapters of the early draft of 
Breen’s book on proof coins, which was not published until 1977. Breen dis- 
cusses early proof coins, describing what makes a proof a proof and the tech- 
nology behind them. He then focuses on those made in the colonial era in 
what is now the U.S. He provides lists of colonial coins which he believes 
exist in proof form and discusses them in considerable detail. Later install- 
ments cover federal coins and (briefly) Canadian specimen coinage. 


“Proper Care of Your Coin Collection,” audio cassette tape, approxi- 
mately 13 minutes, 40 seconds. Part of Home Study Course in 
Fundamentals of Rare Coin Collecting and Investing (New York: 
Institute of Numismatic and Philatelic Studies, Adelphi University, 
1981), a collection of 20 cassettes with various numismatists speak- 
ing on different topics. Also includes 104 page booklet (loose sheets) 
describing the various lessons in varying detail and including an 
exam and course evaluation. 

Breen’s discussion focuses on the metallurgical aspects of coin toning 
and degradation, and describes various metallurgical reactions, how differ- 
ent metals react with air, moisture and materials from coin holders, what 
can be done to slow or eliminate reactions, notes on cleaning, and so forth. 
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The booklet contains only a brief biography of Breen, with no text accompa- 
nying his audio presentation. 


“A Quintet of Problems Concerning Number of Silver Certificates 
Issued,” Paper Money 13/4 (1974), pp. 155ff. 


The Rare Gold Management Investment Portfolio of ______ with 
Special Monographs (n.p., n.d. [1973]). Three ring binder. 

The only known example of this was included as lot 213 of the Ford 
Library Sale (Kolbe and Stack’s, June 1, 2004) and apparently did not sell. It’s 
difficult to know if this should be included as a published work in this bibli- 
ography, as it seems likely that it was a sample prepared as a prototypes for a 
program developed by First Coinvestors. Text apparently covers all federal 
gold issues, as well as commemorative gold and California gold. 


“The Rarest American Colonial and United States Gold Coins,” The 
Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 23 (1957), pp. 1065-1071. 


“Rarity and Value: A New Scientific Approach,” The Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine 23 (1957), pp. 209-215. 


“Recut Dates and Overdates,” The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 21 
(1955), pp. 161-168. 

The differences between recut/reengraved coins and ones featuring 
overdates are explained, and Breen includes a listing of 98 U.S. coins he con- 
siders overdates, with comments concerning them. (He notes that a full list- 
ing of recuts would be overly lengthy for an article.) Finally, Breen discusses 
the use of dated hubs and the effect this has on the production of seemingly 
recut dates and overdates. 


“Regarding RF-43 (CNL, April 1973, p. 398) Why Were the Early 
American Halfpence Called Coppers Rather Than Halfpence, and 
What Is the Origin of the Term ‘Coppers?,’” The Colonial Newsletter 
12 (1973), p. 416. 

Breen responds to a Research Forum question with the simple explana- 
tion that the coppers did not circulate as halfpence but at varying rates such 
as 14 to a shilling. Note that the title as given is not Breen’s, but rather the 
heading under which several responses to this question were printed. 


“Regarding RF-44 (CNL, April 1973, p. 398) ‘Counterfeit “peices of 
brass and tin,”’” The Colonial Newsletter 12 (1973), p. 417. 

Breen suggests that the counterfeits circulating in 1700 were likely 
either cast halfpence of William III (in brass) or cast copies of British tin far- 
things of Charles II. Note that the title as given is not Breen’s, but rather the 
heading under which several responses to this question were printed. 


“Regarding RF-46 (CNL, April 1973, p. 399), ‘The Questionable 
Coinage of Machin’s Mills,’” The Colonial Newsletter 12 (197 Sire 
421. 

Breen clarifies that the coppers produced at Machin’s Mills are closer in 
weight to 70 pieces to a pound rather than the 48 to a pound rate assumed 
by the author of the Research Forum query to which Breen is responding. 
Breen goes on to describe some of the further difficulties one runs into 
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when trying to determine the date of production of some pieces punch- 
linked to the operation at Machin’s Mills. Note that the title as given is not 
Breen’s, but rather the heading under which several responses to this ques- 
tion were printed. 


“Replies to Chuck Funk’s Letter,” Penny-Wise 9 (1975), pp. 62. 

Breen responds to a few comments in a letter by Chuck Funk which pre- 
cedes this response in this issue of Penny-Wise. Among other things, he men- 
tions his work on the 1975 EAC auction catalogue, which has since become 
famous for its Connecticut coppers. Responding to Funk’s question as to the 
status of the Newcomb update, Breen wrote, “The answer to this one would 
be unprintable. Not worth the adrenalin.” Not Breen’s title. 


“Reply on Washington Half Dollar, 1792,” The Numismatist 67 
(1954), p. 974. 

In answer to a query regarding the so-called Washington half dollars of 
1792, Breen notes that most of the information being sought can be found 
in his The U.S. Patterns of 1792 monograph, except for the number of Idler 
copies made. Published in the “Notes and Queries” section of the journal. 


“Research in the Archives: Gold Coinage Revisions by Dates — 
Philadelphia,” Coin Collector’s Journal 18 (1951), pp. 123-124. 

The final 1951 installment of Breen’s groundbreaking archival research 
conducted on behalf of Wayte Raymond. 


“Research in the Archives: Report in the Proofs, Essais, Restrikes and 
Related Material,” Coin Collector’s Journal 18 (1951), pp. 30-34. 

Wayte Raymond had hired Breen to conduct research in the National 
Archives in order to determine the proper mintages of U.S. coins. Here, 
Breen begins to publish the results of his research. 


“Research in the Archives: Revised Copper Coinage Figures, 1793- 
1857,” Coin Collector’s Journal 18 (1951), pp. 51-56. 

Breen continues to report on his research findings from the National 
Archives. 


“Research in the Archives. Silver Coinage Figures Revised,” Coin 
Collector’s Journal 18 (1951), pp. 104-116. 

Breen continues to report on his research findings from the National 
Archives. 


“Research in the Archives: Silver Coinage Figures Revised, 
Philadelphia Mint,” Coin Collector’s Journal 18 (1951), pp. 81-89. 

Breen continues to report on his research findings from the National 
Archives. 


“Response to Comments,” Penny-Wise 19 (1985), pp. 12-15. 

Breen’s response is part of a section of this issue devoted to discussing 
what some saw as problems with his Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents. 
In particular, Breen is responding to criticism levied against the book by 
Frank Wilkinson. Breen takes on Wilkinson’s comments one at a time, 
acknowledging a couple errors, but standing up for his substantive com- 
ments. Following this, the Penny-Wise editor declared a ceasefire between 
the Cohen and Breen half cents camps, writing “I don't know why half cent 
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collectors seem to enjoy a brouhaha so much, especially when it relates to a 
recent article or book on half cents.” 


“A Review of Half Cent Literature,” The Asylum 1 (1980), pp. 33-38. 

This article is significant less for what it is than for the furor it caused. 
An overview of significant published works on the U.S. half cent, the article 
appeared with an editor’s note stating that it had been written in 1966 and, 
hence, no works published since then had been included. This resulted in a 
furious letter from Roger Cohen, author of the then-standard guide to the 
series, American Half Cents, which was not included in Breen’s article since it 
first appeared in 1971. Among other things, Cohen declared that the editor 
of The Asylum, Jack Collins, was “a liar and a bigot,” and, quite famously, “a 
coprophagist.” This letter was followed by a reply from Breen, who stated 
that the article was taken from a copy of his half cent manuscript, “written 
1953-56, completed 1956, revised 1965-66.” A few revisions since 1966 had 
been made to account for (among other things) the death of collector 
Joseph Brobston, but nothing substantive had been added (such as, say, 
mention of Cohen’s book). This was Breen’s attempt at peace-making, and 
what effect it may have had is hard to say since it was followed by Collins’s 
own response to Cohen, which took Breen’s olive branch and set about 
beating Cohen with it: “In my opinion, American Half Cents is what a 
coprophagist would wrap his lunch in!” Perhaps not the most noble episode 
in our hobby, but certainly one of the more entertaining. 


“Robert Scot’s Earliest Device Punches,” America’s Copper Coinage 
1783-1857, Coinage of the Americas Conference Proceedings 1 (New 
York, 1985), pp. 9-29. 

A very important article. In it, Breen demonstrates that device punches 
were used on the 1794 cent dies, exposing as unfounded the traditionally- 
held belief that all of them had been hand-engraved. Instead, each die was 
begun with device punches and then individually hand tooled to emphasize 
particular details: it is this later retooling which gives each die its individual 
flavor. 


“The Secret History of the Gobrecht Coinages, 1836-1840,” Coin 
Collector’s Journal 21 (1954), pp. 1-28. 

Breen’s essay comprises the entirety of this double issue of The Coin 
Collector’s Journal. In it, he presents documentary evidence, largely in the 
form of correspondence between R.M. Patterson, director of the Mint, and 
various government officials, establishing the history of the Gobrecht 
coinage. A very interesting examination of the Mint’s internal affairs at the 
time, Breen examines the hiring of Gobrecht, the development of the 
Liberty Seated obverse and flying eagle reverse designs, the approval process 
which the Mint had to go through to have the designs accepted, and the 
technological changes which were taking place in the Mint at the time. 
Breen also deals with the subject of restrikes, which plague this series. 
Gobrecht’s work on gold dollar and two-cent piece patterns is also discussed. 
Subsequent sections deal with the 1836 reeded edge half dollars and the half 
dollar patterns of 1838 and 1839. 


“Semiofficial Restrikes of the Philadelphia Mint,” The Numismatist 66 
(1953), pp. 1038-1039. 


Examines two letters written by Mint Director James Ross Snowden, 
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which together demonstrate that while Snowden requested permission of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to sell restrikes of rare patterns and issues, he 
had already agreed to do so before requesting said permission. The earlier 
letter, which offers to restrike 1851 dollars, is written to early collector and 
dealer John K. Curtis. 


“Several Questions Answered,” The Numismatist 70 (1957), pp. 152- 
£53: 

The several points addressed include early counterfeit half dollars, cents 
struck by allegedly scratched dies, edge lettering on U.S. patterns, counter- 
stamps and the difficulty in establishing provenance. Published in the 
“Notes and Queries” section of the journal. 


“Silver Coinages of the Philadelphia Mint, 1794-1916” Coin 
Collector’s Journal, no. 159 (1958), pp. 1-28. 

Breen’s essay comprises the entirety of this issue of the Coin Collector’s 
Journal. This work examines the legislation and history behind the 
Philadelphia Mint’s silver coins and presents important new information on 
mintages, the number of varieties known (or number of dies known to have 
been used), dates of production and commentary on significant varieties. 
Most important for the earlier dates. 


“A Silver Dollar’s Story,” Gobrecht Journal 18, no.54 (1992), p. 38. 
Poetry. 


“Six Connecticut Mints?,” The Colonial Newsletter 13 (1974), p. 459. 

Breen proposes the hypothesis that there were six mints involved in the 
production of Connecticut coppers (plus the possibility of “half a dozen 
varieties which may conceivably represent private enterprise unrelated to 
the major mints”). 


“Some Legendary Liberty Seated Rarities,” Gobrecht Journal 3/7 
(1976), pp. 3-S. 


“Some Neglected Colonials,” The Colonial Newsletter 6 (1965), pp. 
160-162. 

Breen’s update to his Whitman Numismatic Journal article on the French 
billon sous of North America; gives new varieties and updates previously 
published information on them and the “old sous” or “Mousquetaires.” 


“Some Thoughts on the Quantities of Small Pine Tree Shillings,” The 
Colonial Newsletter 17 (1978), p. 624. 

Breen examines the legend that John Hull paid his daughter’s dowry in 
her weight in Pine Tree Shillings and speculates on the amount of money 
this would come to and the amount of coins Hull would have had to mint 
in order to earn such a fee based on his percentage. Not Breen’s finest work, 
as it doesn’t take into account the fact that much of what Hull minted was 
for himself using silver he provided and for which he did not pay a fee; nor 
does Breen have a marriage date for Hannah Hull which would allow for 
examination of the extant ledgers for confirmation. Breen’s thesis was 
quickly laid to rest by Ken Bressett, writing in the CNL for October 1978, 
who quotes Hull’s diary to make it clear that the wedding of Hannah took 
place before the production of small planchet Pine Tree Shillings and during 
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a period when the mint was inactive and that her dowry was not paid in 
cash (or very little of it was). 


“Some Unpublished Gobrecht Rarities,” The Numismatist 70 (1957), 
PPgos laa 2: 

Breen describes two new varieties of Gobrecht coinage which came to 
light following the publication of his monograph, Secret History of the 
Gobrecht Coinages. The first is an 1838 dollar restrike struck over an 1859 
dollar, with the undertype visible. Breen states that Henry Richard 
Linderman was at least as culpable as Mint Director Snowden in the creation 
of dubious restrikes. Breen then describes the second discovery, a new vari- 
ety of 1838 pattern half dollar discovered by Q. David Bowers. 


“The S.S. Central America: Tragedy and Treasure,” The Numismatist 
103 (1990), pp. 1064-1072, 1126-1130, 1166-1167. 

This article won the first place 1990 Heath Literary Award presented by 
the ANA. In. it, Breen discusses the S.S. Central America, its fateful voyage, 
contemporary accounts of its sinking and the rescue missions attempted, 
and its cargo, before turning to the attempts to locate the wreckage, the 
technology used to remotely monitor it and the recovery of some of the 
coins it had been carrying. Breen then turns his attention to the coins them- 
selves, giving an overview of what had been on board and what had been 
recovered. 


The Standard Catalogue of United States Coins from 1652 to the Present 
Day, ed. W. Raymond (New York, various dates). 

First published in 1935, the Standard Catalogue was exactly that: the 
standard reference work on U.S. coins for all collectors, whether beginners 
or advanced students. The 16th and 17th editions (dated 1953 and 1954- 
1955, respectively, though published in 1952 and 1954, respectively) credit 
Breen for the research for the volume. The 18th (1957, final and finest) edi- 
tion gives him credit for “compilation and basic research.” Both editions 
were largely under the editorship of John J. Ford, Jr., although Raymond is 
credited as editor of the 16th and 17th editions and O.E. Raymond is given 
editorial status for the 18th edition. 


“The Stepney Hoard: Fact or Fantasy?,” by P. L. Mossman, with con- 
tributions from E. P. Newman, J. Kleeberg, R.M. Martin, Q.D. 
Bowers, M. Hodder, J. Rock, T. Lenz, N. Rothschild and T. Kays, The 
Colonial Newsletter 38 (1998), pp. 1809-1851. 

This extensive overview of the group of coins frequently known as the 
Stepney Hoard includes the first publication of a manuscript written by 
Breen on the subject (pages 1811-1818). The rest of the article deals with 
Breen’s writings, often in the form of letters, on the subject and as such is a 
good secondary source. 


“Stop the Presses! Bulletin!!!!” Penny-Wise 11 (1977), p. 176. 

The reported discovery of an 1800 NC-4 with die cracks where the rim 
breaks were later to appear causes Breen to alert those working on the early 
large cent revision that they may have to rethink the emission sequences for 
this, S-208 and S-209. 


“The ‘Strawberry’ Leaf Cents of 1793,” Empire Topics, no. 8 
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(November-December 1959); reprinted in Penny-Wise 2 (1968), pp. 
210-212; reprinted in Penny-Wise 35 (2001), pp. 199-201. 

Breen describes the current state of knowledge concerning the so-called 
“Strawberry Leaf” 1793 cents, which he believed at this point were engraved 
by Wright. Includes a census on known examples and some provenances. 


“A Suggested Classification of Mint Errors,” The Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine 23 (1957), pp. 660-665. 


“Survey of American Coin Hoards,” The Numismatist 65 (1952), pp. 
7-24. 

A thorough chronological overview of 17 of the most significant coin 
hoards and other seemingly non-collector accumulations of coins found in 
what is now the United States. Well illustrated, particularly with a plate 
showing the die varieties of cents included in the Nichols find. This article 
(taken presumably with its supplement, which follows) won third place in 
the Heath Literary Award competition for the 1952 volume. 


“Survey of American Coin Hoards,” The Numismatist 65 (1952), pp. 
1005-1010. 

The introduction states: “Since the previous publication in the January, 
1952 issue of The Numismatist, the following three hoards have been 
brought to my attention.” Oddly enough, the article goes on to describe 
four hoards: the Thayer County, Nebraska, hoard of Kellogg $20 gold pieces; 
the second Boothbay Harbor, Maine, hoard of unspecified “treasure”; the 
Hull, Texas hoard of double eagles (which contained Paquet reverse exam- 
ples); and the Aaron White hoard of mostly copper coins put together dur- 
ing the Civil War. Breen gives information regarding the sale by Ed. Frossard 
of the remnants of the last of these hoards in his sale of July 20, 1888. Also 
appended to this article are corrections and updates to hoards described in 
his previous piece on the subject. 


“Through Darkest Los Angeles with Glass and Notebook,” Rare Coin 
Advisory, March 1973. 

Rare Coin Advisory was the monthly publication of First Coinvestors, Inc. 
I haven’t seen these and they are rather difficult to find. Breen did publish 
other articles in the publication but I’ve yet to find the necessary biblio- 
graphic information to include them herein. 


“Tips for Convention Exhibitors,” The Numismatist 71 (1958), pp. 
526-527. 


Good advice on what makes an exhibit memorable and what makes one 
forgettable. Would be well worth reprinting. 


“Trade Dollars of 1884 and 1885,” The Numismatist 65 (1952), pp. 


684-686. 
Breen discusses the probable history of these pieces, concluding that 
they are almost without question the product of chicanery within the Mint. 


“Trial Piece Designed for U.S. Cent 1792,” The Numismatist 64 


(1951), pp. 1310-1313. 
Apocryphal issues claiming to be uniface die trials for 1792 cents are 
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examined by Breen, who delineates half a dozen different varieties of the 
issue and speculates on their possible origin with Montroville W. Dixon. 


“The Twentieth Century U.S. Notes: Part IV,” Paper Money 16/5 
(1977), pp. 266ff. 

The “Part IV” in the title refers back to the articles Breen published 
(under different titles). 


“A Unique Liberty Seated Dollar: 1851-O,” in The Comprehensive U.S. 
Silver Dollar Encyclopedia, by J.W. Highfill (Broken Arrow, 1992), pp. 
106-108. 

The bizarre 1851-O proof restrike dollar coin, whose sharp rim and 
mintmark have largely been filed down, is Breen’s subject. He traces what 
we know of the illegitimate restrikes of the period, names Theodore W. and 
George J. Eckfeldt as the likely minters of this fantasy piece, and speculates 
on the circumstances behind the striking of this coin. 


“United States Coins,” in Encyclopaedia Britannica (Chicago, 1965); 
reprinted in the 1967 edition (vol. 16, pp. 775-776) and possibly 
others. 


“United States Copper Cents 1816-1857,” book review, The 
Numismatist 70 (1957), p. 169. 

A review of the second printing of H.R. Newcomb’s masterwork, which 
Breen points out is barely different from the first edition and does not 
include new varieties discovered in recent years. He lists five auction sales 
which included significant new varieties not to be found in here. 


“United States Eagles,” The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine 33 
(1967), pp. 1723-1729; [and issues to] 34 (1968), pp. 673-677. 
Reprinted in monograph form (see following entry). 

As with the rest of his series of examinations of U.S. gold coins by die 
variety, Breen gives the historical background of the series and of the previ- 
ous numismatic scholarship surrounding it, then focuses on examining 
every type, date and variety of which he was aware. Exhaustive work, still 
cited today. 


United States Eagles (Chicago, n.d. [c. 1968]). Hewitt’s Numismatic 
Information Series. Card covers, 59, (5) pages. 

The above series of Scrapbook articles combined in a more convenient 
monograph form. 


“United States Half Cents: Addenda and Corrections to Gilbert,” The 
Numismatist 65 (1952), pp. 461-462. 

A quick listing of varieties, with information not found in the Gilbert 
work, and corrections to erroneous data. Breen writes, “The following is 
intended as preliminary data to a forthcoming standard work on U.S. Half 
Cents which will provide descriptions of some new varieties, correct many 
errors and misconceptions both of description and of rarity, and also solve 
the question of restrikes in this series.” 


“United States Half Dimes: A Supplement,” Coin Collector’s Journal, 
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no. 160 (1958), pp. 1-16. Reprinted in D.W. Valentine, The United 
States Half Dimes (Lawrence, 1975). 

Breen’s essay, an update of the 1931 Valentine reference, comprises the 
entirety of this issue of the Coin Collector’s Journal. With this issue, Wayte 
Raymond’s seminal publication ceased publication. 


“United States Half Eagles 1795-1929,” The Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine, 31 (1965), pp. 978-981, 1277-1284, 1852-1859, 2157-2162, 
2413-2418, 2680-2683, 2964-2969, 3257-3261, 3515-3519; [and 
issues to] 33 (1967), pp. 1201-1202. Reprinted in two parts in mono- 
graph form: Early United States Half Eagles, 1795-1838 and Varieties of 
United States Half Eagles, 1839-1929. 

As with the rest of his series of examinations of U.S. gold coins by die 
variety, Breen gives the historical background of the series and of the previ- 
ous numismatic scholarship surrounding it, then focuses on examining 
every type, date and variety of which he was aware. Exhaustive work, still 
cited today. 


“The United States Minor Coinages, 1793-1916,” Coin Collector’s 
Journal, 21/3 (1954), 16 pages. 

Building on his previously published research from the National 
Archives, Breen examines the mintages of the minor (non-silver or gold) 
coinage and comments on the documentation which exists concerning 
these coins. Includes a nice gallery of illustrations of coins executed by the 
various Mint engravers and designers. Breen’s study comprises this entire 
issue. 


United States Pattern, Experimental and Trial Pieces, by J.H. Judd, with 
the collaboration of Breen and A. Kosoff (Racine, 1959), 253 pages. 
Revised second edition (1962; 260 pages). Revised third edition 
(1965; 260 pages). Revised fourth edition (1970; 260 pages). Revised 
fifth edition (1974; 260 pages). Revised sixth edition (Racine, 1977; 
276 pages). Revised seventh edition (Racine, 1982; 276 pages). 

The Judd book was only a slight revision of the Adams and Woodin 
book published half a century earlier, except that it had research notes by 
Breen and prices by Kosoff. Breen noted that the research of William Guild 
was also important to the project. Breen stated that the fourth edition was 
the one he “rewrote in detail, though most of what I wanted to include did- 
n’t get in” (copy inscribed to Mark Auerbach). Breen stated (in his May 1978 
“Bristles and Barbs” column) that he had no part in the sixth edition revi- 
sion, though as he was responsible for content appearing in earlier editions 
(some of which, presumably, made the cut), I include it above. 


“The United States Patterns of 1792,” Coin Collector’s Journal 21/2 
(1954), pp. 1-16. 

The rare and curious patterns of 1792 are examined in detail in this 
work. Breen’s study comprises this entire issue. 


“The United States Peace Dollar: Its Roots in History,” The Whitman 
Numismatic Journal 1(1964), pp. 25-33; 41-48. 

The impetus behind the writing of this article was the Congressional 
authorization of the continued production of Peace dollars, which had not 
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been minted since 1935. The article explores the history of the various 
designs and motifs utilized on coins bearing the dollar denomination and 
leads up to and discusses the particular history of the Peace dollar. As it 
turned out, while over 300,000 specimens of 1964 Peace dollars were struck 
in Denver during May 1965, none were released for circulation and produc- 
tion of the coins was stopped, with all extant specimens melted. Rumors of 
1964-D Peace dollars continue to this day, though the legality of their own- 
ership is questionable (a possible explanation for the lack of known speci- 
mens). 


“Unlisted Massachusetts Threepence,” The Numismatist 65 (1952), 
D..407 

Breen announces the discovery of the controversial Noe-35 Oak Tree 
Threepence, two examples of which he notes as existing. See Bowers and 
Merena’s Norweb Sale 1 (October 12-13, 1987), lot 1184 for a good overview 
of this coin. Appeared in the “Notes and Queries” section of the journal. 


“U.S. Gold Coins: Some Unsolved Problems,” The Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine 30 (1964), pp. 593-598. 


Varieties of United States Half Eagles, 1839-1929 (Chicago, n.d. [c. 
1967]). Hewitt’s Numismatic Information Series. Card covers, 45, (3) 
pages. 

The later parts of the series of Scrapbook articles published as “United 
States Half Eagles: 1795-1929” combined in a more convenient monograph 
form. 


Varieties of United States Quarter Eagles (Chicago, n.d.). Hewitt’s 
Numismatic Information Series. Card covers, 32 pages. 

The series of Scrapbook articles published as “Notes on United States 
Quarter Eagles” combined in a more convenient monograph form. 


Walter Breen Answers Your Numismatic Questions (Colorado Springs, 


1990). Video tape, 1 hour, 22 minutes. 
Numismatic Theater program, ANA Convention, 1990. 


Walter Breen Answers Your Questions about Numismatics (Colorado 
Springs, 1989), 1 audio cassette, 90 minutes. 
Numismatic Theater program, ANA Convention, August 11, 1989. 


Walter Breen Answers Your Questions about Numismatics (Colorado 
Springs, 1989), Video tape, 43 minutes. 
Numismatic Theater program, ANA Convention, August 11, 1989. 


“Walter Breen Comments,” Penny-Wise 2 (1968), pp. 126-127. 

More excerpts from letters from Breen, commenting on material appear- 
ing in previous issues of Penny-Wise, among other things. Interesting com- 
ments on building a large cents library. Title not Breen’s. 


“Walter Breen Comments,” Penny-Wise 2 (1968), polez. 
Comments from Breen, including information on counterstamped 
cents. Title not Breen’s. 


“Walter Breen Comments,” Penny-Wise 3 (1969), pp. 155-156. 
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Comments on proof large cents and other matters. Notes that “there is 
nothing new yet on the publication dates for my books,” a refrain Breen 
would unfortunately end up repeating often in life. Title presumably not 
Breen’s. 


“Walter Breen Comments on ‘Penny-Wise’ No. 11,” Penny-Wise 3 
(1969), pp. 93-94. 

Breen comments on a number of topics, particularly on John Wright’s 
article on 1794-1807 reverse types. Title presumably not Breen’s. 


“Walter Breen Comments on the 1795 G-3, CMM #2a Half Cent,” 
Penny-Wise 8 (1974), p. 69. 

Comments on an article by Milton B. Pfeffer which appeared in the 
November 1973 issue of Penny-Wise, largely concerning emission sequences 
of 1795 half cents. Not Breen’s title. 


“Walter Breen Replies,” Penny-Wise 7 (1973), p. 260. 

Breen responds to an open letter to him from Roger Cohen, Jr., which 
challenges some comments Breen made in his cataloguing of the Goldberg 
collection for Superior Galleries. Already, the tone of both Cohen’s letter 
(which directly precedes Breen’s response in this issue of Penny-Wise) and 
Breen’s response is strained at best, if not openly combative. The topics of 
the letters include half cent emission sequences and mintages. Not Breen’s 
title. 


“Walter Breen Replies,” Penny-Wise 24 (1990), p. 101. 
Breen responds to an inquiry from Pete Smith about the engraved NON 
DEPENDENS STATUS piece. 


“Walter Breen Speaks,” Penny-Wise 3 (1969), pp. 11-12. 
Notes on the current condition census on a number of varieties. Title 
presumably not Breen’s. 


“Walter Breen Speaks Out,” Penny-Wise 10 (1976), pp. 222-223. 

Breen discusses die hardening techniques at the early Mint, 1821 
obverse characteristics, the Colonial Newsletter, Jack Collins’s desire to pub- 
lish a photographic grading book on large cents, and early engraver James 
Hillhouse; he also pesters Jules Reiver about answering his letters. Not 
Breen’s title. 


“Walter Breen to Dick Young,” Penny-Wise 29 (1995), p. 303. 
A letter from Breen written April 30, 1989, to Dick Young concerning 
the edge blunder ONE HUNDRED A DOLLAR found on an S-21 large cent. 


“Walter Breen Writes,” Penny-Wise 3 (1969), pp. 56-58. 

Notes on a number of topics, including updated information on the 
Strawberry Leaf cents, the 1795 NC-2 and some middle date varieties. Title 
presumably not Breen’s. 


“Walter Breen Writes,” Penny-Wise 4 (1970), pp. 72-73. 

Breen writes on a number of topics, including his working definitions 
for use in the Newcomb revision, cherry-picking points and the answers to 
his earlier quiz. Title presumably not Breen’s. 


“Walter Breen Writes,” Penny-Wise 7 (1973), pp. 3-4. 
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Breen comments on the minimal circulation most half cents received, 
the inclusion of estimated prices in auction catalogues, ANA expulsions and 
Playboy Club toothpicks (!), among other topics. He also mentions that he 
spent part of his childhood in Wheeling, West Virginia, a little-known bio- 
graphical fact: “I spent too many years of my own childhood in .. 
Wheeling, West Virginia, being an inmate of St. John's Home (the orphan- 
age run by the Sisters of St. Joseph in Elm Grove) 1937-1941, going to 
Central Catholic High School part time after that, graduating in 1944.” Title 
presumably not Breen’s. 


“Walter Breen Writes,” Penny-Wise 7 (1973), pp. 98-99. 
Breen comments on the Smithsonian Institute’s holdings of large cents, 
among other topics. Not Breen’s title. 


“Walter Breen Writes,” Penny-Wise 11 (1977), pp. 83-85. 

This letter contains comments on the 1857 half cent hub, the problems 
EAC had been experiencing with the post office, protecting books from 
insect damage, a “new” 1852 variety and reverse leaf position notations for 
later date cents. Not Breen’s title. 


“Walter Breen Writes,” Penny-Wise 12 (1978), pp. 19-20. 

Breen commends the editors for the special issue on Sheldon’s death 
and then replies to some criticisms of his work on proof half cents from 
Ernest J. Montgomery. Not Breen’s title. 


“Walter Breen Writes to David Hall,” Penny-Wise 25 (1991), p. 274. 

Breen writes to Hall to caution PCGS against beginning to slab colonial 
coins, pointing out a number of reasons this is an ill-formed idea. Hall 
responds to Breen in the same issue. 


“Walter Breen Writes to Denis Loring,” Penny-Wise 26 (1992), p. 54. 
In a brief note Breen gives Loring permission to circulate, Breen claims 
that the criminal charges he is facing are false. 


Walter Breen’s Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins (New 
York, 1988). Hardcover with dust-jacket, xiv, 754 pages. 

Possibly the greatest single attempt to discuss all U.S. coinage, including 
colonial and private coinages, in a single volume. Sections deal with early 
American coins; federal minor coinages; federal silver and sandwich-metal 
coinages; federal gold coinages; commemorative coinages; the United States 
Provisional Branch Mint at San Francisco (1851-53); private, pioneer, and 
territorial gold coins; and other authorized local issues. Supplementary 
material includes a glossary, bibliography, metrological information, indices 
and a “How to Use This Book” section. While some have focused on the 
text’s occasional errors and the volume’s production problems (weak bind- 
ing entirely unsuited to the task), it would be tough to name another refer- 
ence work that includes so much solid information. While not the final 
word on any subject, it should certainly be referred to at the beginning of 
any numismatic project that falls within its scope. Breen stated that the first 
copies rolled off the press on May 6, 1988. 


Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of Early United States Cents, 1793-1814, 
written in collaboration with D. Bland; edited by M.R. Borckardt 
(Wolfeboro, 2000). Hardcover, 857 pages, 34 plates, (5) pages. 
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The successor to Sheldon’s Penny Whimsy, Breen’s manuscript was edit- 
ed and revised by Bland and Borckhardt, among others. Michael Hodder 
served as the editor for some time. Very nicely arranged and highly read- 
able, including updated census information and important provenance data. 
Introductions to each year of coinage help establish proper historical con- 
text. Supplementary materials include information on how the early cents 
were made, a survey of the principal literature on the subject, a standard 
bibliography, a bibliography of auctions cited in the census information 
(which is a great introduction to building a large cents library), indices and 
plates. In addition to the regular issue hardcover, two special issues were 
published: a deluxe hardbound issue and a leatherbound presentation issue. 


Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of United States and Colonial Proof Coins, 
1722-1989, (South Gate, 1983). Hardcover, x, 501, (2), [11 plates,] (4) 
pages. A revised second edition of “A Coiner’s Caviar:” Walter Breen’s 
Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Proof Coins, 1722-1977, see above p. 189. 

Although a controversial book in an area of coin collecting which seems 
to be inexorably split into Cohen and Breen camps, any objective observer 
would have to admit that Breen’s half cent encyclopedia is well worth own- 
ing, the occasional wart notwithstanding. While some of the data included 
are subject to debate (though not always framed as such by Breen), the sheer 
amount of information he includes makes this essential to any collector of 
half cents, and the amount of detail present on topics relevant to all early 
U.S. Mint activities and products is such that the book belongs on the shelf 
of anyone interested in early U.S. coins. Supplemented by Jack Collins’ pho- 
tography, which takes the volume out of the realm of coin guide and into 
that of the art book. Besides variety-by-variety examinations of the half 
cents of each date, Breen includes information on: how coins were made in 
the early years of the Mint; the literature on the subject; patterns and proto- 
types; rarity and condition; proofs and restrikes; counterfeits; die punches; 
errors; off-metal strikings; half-cent tokens; and detailed provenances. No 
special edition was issued, despite being advertised. 


Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Proof Coins, 1722- 
1977, see above under “A Coiner’s Caviar”: Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia 
of U.S. and Colonial Proof Coins, 1722-1977. 


Walter Breen’s Numisma: The United States Cent, 1793-1814, ed. B.A. 

Vogel (Longmont, 1998). Hardcover and paperback issued, 403 
ages. 

5 a collection of notes assembled posthumously by Vogel. These 

“Numisma” collections of old notes published by Vogel barely registered on 

the numismatic radar. Hardcover issued to extent of 24 copies, according to 

ANS catalogue. 


Walter Breen’s Numisma: The United States Cent, 1816-1857, ed. B.A. 
Vogel, (Longmont, 1998). 365 pages. 

A collection of notes assembled posthumously by Vogel. These 
“Numisma” collections of old notes published by Vogel barely registered on 
the numismatic radar. 


“Walter Mould and the Morristown Mint,” Penny-Wise 11 (1977), 
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pp. 162-167. 

Reacting to the discovery by Herb Silberman of the location of Walter 
Mould’s Morristown Mint, Breen gives an account “of Mould’s coining 
activities, 1785-88, so far as they can be reconstructed from the scanty exist- 
ing documentation and the coins.” Describes the legislation and other docu- 
mentation relating to the coins, as well as what can be learned by studying 
various traits of the coins themselves. 


“Weights of Sommer Islands Coins,” The Colonial Newsletter 16 
(197 7) paGi2: 

Breen reports that examples of the Sommer Islands coins vary widely in 
weight: by a quarter or more of total weight in some cases. He also remarks 
on a “secret marking” each denomination seems to incorporate into its 
design. 


“What Were the Coppers Brought over by the Quakers in 1682?” The 
Colonial Newsletter 16 (1977), p. 610. 

In reference to a quotation from a 1682 newspaper regarding a shipload 
of Quakers setting out for Pennsylvania with over 300 pounds worth of half- 
penny and farthing pieces reprinted in the previous issue, Breen speculates 
on what these coppers could have been, suggesting four possibilities: pri- 
vately minted farthing pieces; London elephant halfpence; 1642 “Kilkenny” 
halfpence and farthings; or “Armstrong” farthings of 1660-1661. 


“Who Are Portrayed on the Voce Populi Coppers?,” The Colonial 
Newsletter 16 (1977), p. 606. 

Breen speculates on the identity of the subjects portrayed on the Voce 
Populi issues and the meaning of the P found on some of them. Breen 
argues in favor of the P standing for “Prince,” or even more likely, 
“Princips” and the subject on these issues being James Francis Edward 
Stuart, known variously as James III or as “the Pretender.” The Irish connec- 
tion with these pieces backs up this speculation. 
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Blunders, Hoaxes, and Lost 
Masterpieces from the Numismatic 
Literature of the Renaissance 


by John Cunnally 


The numismatic books of the Renaissance reveal a fascinating 
picture of the robust collecting activity of that era, when humanists 
and antiquarians scoured the ruins and competed in the marketplace 
for the gold, silver, and bronze coins of Greece and Rome.! It will 
surprise no one to learn that these early coin books were not 
paragons of scientific accuracy, and were contaminated with imagi- 
nary, false, and hopelessly garbled images and inscriptions of coins 
that never existed, or genuine coins that were misinterpreted and 
distorted beyond recognition. This was a fault which the writers 
themselves often recognized and denounced, as when Jacopo Strada 
in 1553 — blind to his own gross inaccuracies and falsehoods — 
complained of the impudence et ignorance of his fellow numismatic 
authors. 

An interesting example of such impudence and ignorance, 
which is nonetheless valuable in revealing how Renaissance men 
contemplated ancient history, is a set of woodcut illustrations of 
consular or Roman Republican denarii, published in Strasbourg in 
1534 as an appendix to Johann Huttich’s Imperatorum et Caesarum 
vitae (Figure 1). The author uses the title Romanorum Consulum 
Effigies, “Portraits of the Roman Consuls,” for the woodcut illustra- 
tions, because he does not recognize that the helmeted head which 
appears on many of the Roman Republican denarii is the goddess 
Roma, but believes it to be a realistic portrait of the consul in office 
at that time. The irregularities and variations of the heads of Roma 
on the original coins are transformed by the engraver into scowls 
and grimaces suitable for fierce male warriors. The reverse images are 
also misinterpreted in these illustrations, sometimes to the point of 
absurdity. One of them shows a scene of warriors snatching a baby 
from its mother’s breast (Figure 2); this is copied from a denarius 
depicting two soldiers cutting a pig held by a third, which commem- 
orates an alliance among Italian tribes (Figure 3). Unfamiliar with 
the original iconography, the Renaissance artist has interpreted the 
oath scene as a well-known biblical event, Herod’s Massacre of the 
Innocents, without wondering why the Roman consuls would have 
wanted to record or celebrate such a tragedy. 


1 The best introduction to the coin collecting activity of the 
Renaissance remains the chapter on “Numismatics” in R. Weiss’s The 
Renaissance Discovery of Classical Antiquity (Oxford, 1969), pp. 167-179. 

2 Jacopo Strada, Epitome du thresor des antiquitez (Lyons, 1553), fol. bb2v. 
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Figure 1: Woodcut illustrations of Roman Republican denarii. J. 
Huttich, Imperatorum et Caesarum vitae (Strasbourg, 1534). Courtsey 
The Van Pelt Library, The University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 
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Figure 2: Roman Republican coin showing warriors attacking infant. 
J. Huttich, Imperatorum et Caesarum vitae (Strasbourg, 1534). 
Courtsey The Van Pelt Library, The University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia. 


Figure 3: Denarius of Veturius showing oath scene. From S.W. 
Stevenson, Dictionary of Roman Coins (London, 1889). 
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In their defense, let it be said that science and scholarship were 
not always the prime motivations for these pioneer numismatists of 
the Renaissance. Intoxicated by the glory of the classical world, 
many of the early collectors were convinced that the sight and touch 
of ancient coins could connect them in some magical way to the vir- 
tus or spirit of the conquerors, sages, and statesmen of antiquity 
whose names and faces were inscribed upon them. In an age that 
still believed in the miraculous efficacy of relics — St. Peter’s chair, 
or the spear of St. Longinus that pierced the side of Christ — we can 
only imagine the appeal of a silver denarius that might have jangled 
in the purse of one of Caesar’s legionnaires, or perhaps Caesar him- 
self. Little wonder that Hubert Goltzius of Bruges, in a series of jour- 
neys (1557-1562) through the Netherlands, Germany, Italy and 
France, claimed to have encountered 978 collectors in 120 cities, 
nearly every community great and small that he traversed. Goltzius 
presents a list of names of these people in his Julius Caesar of 1563, 
and they range from popes, emperors, kings, and queens to lawyers, 
physicians, artists, and merchants of every sort. He even visited a 
Jewish scholar in the famous ghetto at Frankfurt, probably to confer 
with him about ancient shekels, and listed his name in Latin and 
Hebrew — Zacharias ben Solomon, physician (Figure 4).3 

The Renaissance coin enthusiasts provided a vigorous market not 
only for the many dealers who set up shop from London to Naples, 
but also for the writers and publishers of numismatic handbooks, 
scholarly commentaries, and popular picture-books of ancient 
coins.* The first of these was the elegant I/lustrium imagines of 
Andrea Fulvio, published in Rome in 1517, a series of biographies of 
great leaders and heroes (and a few villains) from antiquity to the 
Middle Ages, illustrated with 204 woodcut coin-portraits, some 
copied from real coins and others imaginary (Figure 5).> Fulvio’s 
coin book had many sequels and imitators throughout the century, 
such as the Frenchman Guillaume Rouillé’s Promptuaire des medalles 
of 1553, which could boast 828 images of celebrities ancient and 


3 Hubert Goltzius, C. Julius Caesar (Bruges, 1563), unnumbered folios 
marked aa-dd. 

+ For a comprehensive catalogue of the numismatic literature of the 
Renaissance, see C.E. Dekesel, Bibliotheca Nummaria: Bibliography of 16th 
Century Numismatic Books (London, 1997); and for a history of this literature 
see J. Cunnally, Images of the Illustrious: The Numismatic Presence in the 
Renaissance (Princeton, 1999). 

S Andrea Fulvio, I//ustrium imagines (Rome, 1517). This handsome little 
book must have been well appreciated in the sixteenth century, judging 
from the number of extant copies in public and private libraries (25) record- 
ed by Dekesel (1997), p. 378. A few copies have survived printed on vellum 
rather than paper, no doubt for presentation to Pope Leo X and other nota- 
bles: G. F. Kolbe, “A Rare Vellum Edition of Andrea Fulvio’s J/lustrium 
Imagines,” The Asylum 21 (2003), pp. 95-98. 
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Figure 4: List of numismatists and collectors in some German cities, 
including Cologne, Mainze and Frankfurt. H. Goltzius, C. Julius 
Caesar (Bruges, 1663), f. aa4r. Photo courtesy of The American 
Numismatic Society, New York. 
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Figure 5: Portrait of Cleopatra VII. A. Fulvio, Ilustrium imagines 
(Rome, 1517), f. 13v. Photo courtesy of The John M. Wing 
Foundation. The Newberry Library, Chicago. 
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i 4 


Figure 6: Portraits of Aspasia and Pericles. G. Rouillé, Promptuaire dex 
medalles (Lyon, 1553), part 1, p. 119. Photo courtesy of The 
Newberry Library, Chicago. 
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modern, designed as if they were portraits on coins and medals, 
although the majority were invented by the author (Figure 6). In 
1548, Enea Vico, an engraver and antiquarian working in Venice, 
was the first to publish a book illustrating the reverse images of 
Roman imperial coins as well as their portrait heads (Figure 7), and 
beginning in the 1550s a number of scholars, including Goltzius in 
Flanders, Jacopo Strada in Italy, and Wolfgang Lazius in Austria, con- 
ceived of publishing a complete collection or corpus of Greek and 
Roman coins, though none of these ambitious corpora were ever 
completed.’ 

Given the passion for antiquities and the high prices that some 
collectors were willing to pay — as much as 60 gold ducats, Enea 
Vico tells us, for a rare bronze sestertius, a coin that would have 
scarcely covered the price of a decent meal during the reign of the 
emperor who struck it — we are not surprised to learn that many of 
the early coin cabinets were infected with false medals of modern 
manufacture.’ The famous “Paduan” copies of large Roman bronzes 
produced by Giovanni Cavino are the best known examples of these 
Renaissance replicas, but the Paduan medallist was by no means 
unique.? Vico in his chapter on forgeries names a dozen other die- 
engravers of his day (1555) who were prolific experts in this mischie- 
vous art, most notably one Giangiacomo Bonzagna of Parma, who 
“has surpassed all the moderns in this craft,” and “whose medals are 
accepted as antique.”!9 Since no fake coins or forgeries have been 
attributed to this Bonzagna by modern scholars, it is safe to assume 
that his imitations may yet be laying in the trays of great public or 
private collections, still “accepted as antique!” 

We must not suppose, however, that the collectors of the six- 


© Guillaume Rouillé, Promptuaire des medalles (Lyons, 1553). Quite popu- 
lar, this book was also issued in Latin, Italian, and Spanish versions, with a 
second enlarged edition in 1577. See Cunnally (1999), p. 206. 

? Enea Vico, Le imagini con tutti i riversi (Venice, 1548), sometimes cata- 
loged under Antonio Zantani, who wrote the text that accompanies Vico’s 
engravings. For a survey of the corpora projects of the sixteenth century, see 
Cunnally (1999), pp. 123-133. 

8 Enea Vico, Discorsi sopra le medaglie (Venice, 1555), part 1, pp. 52-53. 
J.-B. Giard more than anyone else has investigated the counterfeits and pas- 
tiches of this period: “Inventions et récréations numismatiques de la 
Renaissance,” Journal des savants (July-Sept., 1974), pp. 192-208, and 
“Critique de la science des monnaies antiques,” Journal des savants (July- 
Sept., 1980), pp. 225-245. 

° On Cavino, the modern authority is F. Cessi, Giovanni da Cavino 
(Padua, 1969), but there is an older work by R.H. Lawrence, Medals by 
Giovanni Cavino, the “Paduan” (New York, 1883), which has been reprinted 
several times and is easier to find. 

10 Vico (1555), part 1, p. 67. On Giangiacomo Bonzagna, see L. Forrer, 
Biographical Dictionary of Medallists, vol. 1 (London, 1902), pp. 104-105. 
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Figure 7: Bronze coins of Nero. E. Vico, Le imagini con tutti i riversi 
(Venice, 1548). Photo courtesy The American Numismatic Society, 
New York. 
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teenth century were always fooled or offended by such fakes. Charles 
Mitchell reminds us in his well known essay on “Archaeology and 
Romance in Renaissance Italy” that the falsification of antique 
inscriptions, monuments, and medals was considered an acceptable 
practice in that era, and often admired if performed with great learn- 
ing, taste, and technical skill.1! The French physician and collector 
Antoine Le Pois confesses in his Discours sur les medalles of 1579 that 
he once paid four écus of gold for a bronze medal of Scipio 
Africanus, so eager was he to have a relic of the hero, even though 
he knew very well that it was a modern forgery, and scarcely worth 
four pennies in material.!2 In a recent paper the art historian Ross 
Bresler puts forth a convincing argument that Cavino’s imitative 
medals were not meant to deceive, but rather to provide inexpensive 
“placeholders” for collectors unable to acquire or afford the real 
coins, and that a true connoisseur would not have been fooled by 
the Paduan’s replicas.!3 

The medal of Scipio purchased by Le Pois, however, was no mere 
copy of a genuine ancient coin, but belonged to a vast class of imagi- 
nary and fanciful pastiches which we sometimes encounter in mod- 
ern cabinets and catalogues of Renaissance medals, often under the 
label “Unattributed after the Antique.”!4+ The specimens found in 
modern collections are probably a small fraction of the number that 
were produced and circulated during the Renaissance, many surviv- 
ing only as pictures in the old coin books. These lost masterpieces 
included fakes which would certainly fool no one but the most 
naive collector today: medals of ancient worthies for whom no 
authentic coins existed, like Queen Artemisia of Caria, famous for 
her beauty, learning, and virtue; coins of Julius Caesar inscribed with 
his dictum Veni Vidi Vici, familiar to every schoolboy, and perhaps 
given to schoolboys as a prize; and bronzes of Marcus Agrippa bear- 
ing the image of the Pantheon on the reverse.!5 One of the latter 
appears in Guillaume Du Choul’s 1556 treatise on Roman religion 
(Figure 8), and we can hardly blame him for accepting it as genuine, 
since the real Pantheon bears an inscription declaring that it was 


11 Charles Mitchell, “Archaeology and Romance in Renaissance Italy,” 
in Italian Renaissance Studies, ed. by E.F. Jacob (London, 1960), pp. 455-483. 

12 Antoine Le Pois, Discours sur les medalles et graveures antiques (Paris, 
1579), preface. 

13 R. Bresler, “A ‘Trial’ of Giovanni da Cavino, Cinquecento Medallist,” 
Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, Pittsburgh, Nov. 1, 2003. 

14 See, for example, P. Attwood, Italian Medals c. 1530-1600 in British 
Public Collections (London, 2002), nos. 1231-1246. 

1S The Caesar “coin” with “Veni Vidi Vici” and the medal of Artemisia 
are both attributed to Giovanni Cavino: see Cessi (1969), pp. 111, 116. 
Before the end of the century, Antonio Agustin was warning collectors not 
to be fooled by them: Dialoghi intorno alle medaglie (Rome, 1592), pp. 291- 
292. 
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Figure 8: False coin of Agrippa with Pantheon reverse. G. du Choul, 
Discours de la religion des anciens Romains (Lyons, 1556), p. 7. Photo 
courtesy of The John M. Wing Foundation. The Newberry Library, 
Chicago. 


236 SUMMER 2004 * THE ASYLUM 


built by Agrippa, the friend, advisor, and son-in-law of the emperor 
Augustus.!¢ Not until the nineteenth century did archaeologists 
reveal that the Pantheon was built long after the time of Agrippa, 
during the reign of the emperor Hadrian around AD 120. The 
anonymous forger has learnedly copied the obverse head and 
inscription from genuine coins of Agrippa, and we can easily believe 
that he managed to sell quite a few of these to tourists in Rome, who 
were impressed by the grandeur of the Pantheon, and eager to bring 
home a souvenir. If he were still around today he could do an equal- 
ly brisk business with these items, and we can say the same about 
the rogue who sold Pope Paul IV a coin of Nero that had a portrait of 
St. Peter on the reverse!!7 

The creative counterfeits circulated among the Renaissance col- 
lectors, inspiring conversation and admiration like the real pieces, 
and passed as genuine antiques until the more rigorous numismatic 
scientists of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries — most 
notably Andreas Morell and Josef Ekhel — expelled them from the 
canon. The majority of these inventive pastiches have since disap- 
peared, victims of the purism of the Enlightenment and 
Neoclassicism, purged from the great princely and academic coin 
collections, ignored by the editors of the nineteenth century cata- 
logues and numismatic surveys, and rejected as unsaleable by mod- 
ern dealers in antiquities and auction houses. From the cabinets of 
popes and kings they found their way to dusty trays and bins in 
curio shops and flea markets, and ultimately to the foundry and 
oblivion. 

In searching for examples of these lost masterpieces of 
Renaissance medallic art, we should be aware that many of the 
numismatic inventions recorded in sixteenth century books were the 
results of innocent misinterpretations by the antiquarians and 
engravers who illustrated them, and never existed as actual pieces of 
metal. Morel and Ekhel in the eighteenth century preferred the term 
nummi goltziani for this category of “paper” coins, blaming the pio- 
neer antiquarian of Bruges for originating many of them, although 
such blunders were abundant long before Goltzius. A particularly 
egregious example is the coin showing a portrait of Caesar’s enemy 
Cato the Younger illustrated in Fulvio’s Illustrium imagines of 1517 
(Figure 9). This is copied from a genuine Roman denarius bearing 
the head of Bacchus and inscribed with the name of one of Cato’s 
kinsmen who was in charge of the mint at that time, a mistake 
which would not have amused the stern and sober Republican. 


16 Guillaume Du Choul, Discours de la religion des anciens romains 
(Lyons, 1556), p. 7. 

17 Agustin (1592), p. 292. The dealer, Agustin recalls, told Pope Paul that 
his face resembled very much the face of the apostle on the coin. No doubt 
the forger had access to the Pope’s own coins and medals. 
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Figure 9: Portrait of Cato the Younger. A. Fulvio, I/lustrium imagines 
(Rome, 1517), f. 6. Photo courtesy of The John M. Wing Foundation, 
The Newberry Library, Chicago. 
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Another example is the Greek coin 
bearing the letter M, which 
Wolfgang Lazius illustrated in 1557 
(Figure 10), identifying it as a drach- | 
ma from Marathon, a wonderful 
treasure for any Renaissance 
Hellenist, who would cherish a coin 
from the place where the Athenians _y,; : : 

and their allies crushed the Persian Figure 10: $02 °P eae 
invasion of 490 BC. Unfortunately we know today that the town of 
Marathon produced no coins in antiquity. This drachma was struck 
by the less glorious community of Sicyon, and the letter happens to 
be the Greek S (£), turned on its side. 

Often the non-canonical coins which appear in Renaissance 
books are not the results of such honest mistakes but are invented 
by the author or his engraver in order to provide a suitable likeness 
for an otherwise aniconic celebrity. In this way Andrea Fulvio is able 
to present us with the portraits of Caesar’s mother, father, grand- 
mother, and all three of his wives. Fulvio set the precedent for many 
other authors of Renaissance Bildnisvitenbiicher or collections of por- 
traits, most notoriously the Lyonnais publisher Guillaume Rouillé, 
who illustrates a medal of every famous person, historical, biblical, 
or mythical, from Adam and Eve to the Emperor Charles and Henry 
of Navarre. Among his invented portraits are the great Athenian 
leader Pericles and his mistress Aspasia, whose faces were not found 
on any coins genuine or fake (Figure 6). Such inventions can be 
excused in the case of popular picture-books like Rouillé’s 
Promptuaire, but we are disappointed to discover that even serious 
scholars were capable of adorning their numismatic treatises with 
imaginary coins made up “on the spot.” The duplicitous Jacopo da 
Strada, in his Epitome du Thresor des Antiquitez of 1553, includes a 
number of descriptions of Roman Republican and Imperial pieces 
with impossibly elaborate and complex scenes on the reverse, which 
are not illustrated and existed only as Luftmiinzen in his own head. A 
coin of Vespasian, for example, is described as showing the emperor 
in a triumphal chariot accompanied by soldiers carrying the spoils of 
the Temple of Jerusalem, a composition obviously derived from the 
teliefs inside the Arch of Titus.18 The reverse of a bronze medal of 
the three triumvirs Antony, Octavian, and Lepidus, which Strada 
claims to have acquired in Rome, is explained in such detail, with so 
many figures, attributes, and gestures, including soldiers bringing 
the severed head and hand of Cicero to the triumvirs, that one 
would think the author was describing a monumental fresco.!? “I 
greatly fear that some of these coins are suppositious,” writes the 


18 Strada (1553), pp. 55-61. 
19 Strada (1553), p. 13. 
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Figure 10 (opposite page): Coin of “Marathon.” W. Lazius, 
Commen. rerum Graecarum libri duo (Vienna, 1558). Photo Courtesy 
of The Houghton Library, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 
Figure 11 (above): Imaginary coin of Claudia, daughter of Nero. E. 
Vico, Le imagini delle donne Auguste (Venice, 1557), pl. XLVII. Photo 
courtesy of The Library of Congress, Washington, DC. 
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diplomatic Antoine Le Pois on Strada, “their reverses being rather 
strange.”20 

Sometimes these imaginary “paper” coins take on a heavier for- 
mat when some forger, trusting the authority of the writer, begins to 
strike them in earnest: the art historian Arne Flaten recently identi- 
fied a series of bronze medals, probably late sixteenth century, por- 
traying famous Roman empresses, which were copied from the often 
imaginary images engraved by Enea Vico for his 1557 book on the 
coins of the Roman Augustae (Figure 11).?! 

In instances where no surviving examples can be found in mod- 
ern cabinets, the author’s reputation for probity and for scrupulous 
scholarship — I would rate Fulvio Orsini and Antonio Agustin very 
high on a scale of trustworthiness, with Strada and the blustering 
scoundrel Gabriele Symeoni at the opposite end — may convince us 
that he is describing an actual piece of bronze or silver seen and held 
by him, rather than entertaining himself or his readers with a fanta- 
sy. And even Symeoni may be trusted in certain cases, when, for 
example, he describes and illustrates a false shekel of King Solomon 
with a Hebrew inscription in his 1558 book Illustres observations 
antiques (Figure 12).22 Symeoni has just enough scholarship to know 
that the Hebrew inscription, Shlomoh ha-Melek, means Solomon the 
King, but not enough to recognize that the words are written in 
modern square Hebrew letters, not the archaic “Samaritan” script 
that we find on genuine ancient shekels. He claims to have discov- 
ered this rarity in the sand of the river Saone, without speculating 
how a coin of Solomon could find its way to southern France, and 
we are tempted to dismiss his account as a falsehood pure and sim- 
ple. But for Symeoni’s sake we are happy to see that this same false 
shekel was seen and illustrated by the trustworthy Johann Heinrich 
Hottinger in Heidelberg a hundred years later (Figure 13). 

Another forgery | uae 
which we can be sure 
actually existed in 
metal, although it 
apparently failed to 
survive the_ great 
Neoclassical purge, is a 
fantastical medal of 
Julius Caesar, included 
by Wolfgang Lazius in 


Figure L3: See opposite page 


20 Le Pois (1579), ff. 2-3v. 

21 Arne Flaten, “Enea Vico’s Improvised Empresses: Medals and Prints in 
Mid-Cinquecento Italy,” Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, Pittsburgh, 
Nov. 1, 2003. 

22 Gabriel Symeoni, Les illustres observations antiques (Lyons, 1558), 
p- 130: 
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dargét, tiree parmi le fable du fond de Ja riuiere de Saone: 
car il y ha dun cofté la tefte de Salomon , & de Iautre fon 
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Figure 12 (above): False shekel of Solomon. G. Symeoni, Les illustres 
observations antiques (Lyons, 1558), p. 130. Photo courtesy of The 
John M. Wing Foundation, The Newberry Library, Chicago. 

Figure 13 (opposite): False shekel of Solomon. J.H. Hottinger, Cippi 
Hebraici (Heidelberg, 1662), pl. IV. Photo courtesy of the library of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary, New York. 
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(Vienna, 1558). Photo reproduced by permission of the British Library, 
London. 

Figure 15 (opposite above): False medal of Julius Caesar. W. Lazius, 
Commentariorum vetustorum numismatum specimen exile (Vienna, 1558). 
Photo reproduced by permission of the British Library, London. 

Figure 16 (opposite below): False medal of Julius Caesar. A. Le Pois, 
Discours sur les medalles et graveures antiques (Paris, 1579), pl. A. Photo cour- 
tesy of The Newberry Library, Chicago. 
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oe 1557 Specimen exile, or “meager specimen,” a fragment of an 
« unpublished catalogue of all the coins of the 
* Roman Empire.?3 The Specimen published by 
= Lazius covers the silver coins of Julius, 
; Augustus and Tiberius which the author 
riz found in the cabinet of the Emperor 
“yee Ferdinand in Vienna. About SO coins are illus- 
= trated on Lazius’s single copperplate (Figure 
; 14), and all appear to be genuine, and well 
= known in modern cabinets, except for the 
eae large silver piece of Julius, showing 
a complex scene on the reverse (Figure 15). A 
nude male figure reclines on a pile of arms, and reaches out his hand 
to accept a wreath from an eagle above; in the background is a two 
or three-story building of uncertain function. Despite the suspicious 
size — silver coins larger than the denarius are virtually unknown in 
the late Republic and early Empire — Lazius may have felt uncom- 
fortable in rejecting the authenticity of a coin owned by and per- 
haps especially admired by the Emperor. Indeed, in his text he has 
no trouble discovering a suitable interpretation, namely a dream or 
vision of Julius 
Caesar, who 
receives from 
the eagle of 
Jove an omen 
of victory over 
Parthia, a king- 
dom which he 
planned to 
invade before 
the daggers of 
Brutus cut him 
down. The building in the background, Lazius suggests, represents a 
fortified bridge crossing the Euphrates, the boundary separating the 
territories of the Romans and Parthians.?4 
The false coin of Julius was also owned and illustrated — with 
some slight variations in detail — by Antoine Le Pois in 1579 (Figure 
16), who offers an alternate interpretation of the complex reverse.25 


Figure 15: See Banas 


Figure 16: See opposite 


23 Wolfgang Lazius, Commentariorum vetustorum numismatum specimen 
exile (Vienna, 1558). This book is one of the rarest of the genre, and I have 
not located any copies in American collections. Dekesel (1997), p. 543, lists 
five examples in his census, all in European libraries. For more on this inter- 
esting volume, which claims to be a “sneak preview” of a vaster book in 
which the author illustrates and explains 700,000 coins, see Cunnally 
(1999), pp. 123-128, 200-201. 

24 Lazius (see note 22), ff. B2-B2v. 

25 Le Pois (1579), ff. 76-77. 
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Lazius, Commen. rerum Graecarum libri due (Vienna, 1558). Photo 
courtesy of the Houghton Library, Harvard University, Cambridge, 
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Figure 17: Woodcut plate showing coins of Northern Greece. W. 
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A century later Andreas Morell described it in his catalogue of 
Roman Republican coins, and reported having seen it himself, but 
declared “non est antiquus,” and it disappeared into oblivion.?° This 
Julius counterfeit is a good example of a literal pastiche (that is, a 
“pasted” work) which could fool the sixteenth century antiquarians 
because the imagery was cobbled together from several genuine 
sources. The reclining nude is actually found on imperial bronze 
coins and other monuments as a fallen warrior, often beneath the 
hooves of an emperor’s horse, extending his hand in a gesture of 
surrender or a plea for clemency. The building in the background is 
copied from the image of a temple facade found on real silver coins 
of Augustus, and in fact one of these is illustrated on the same cop- 
perplate in Lazius’s book. Whether Lazius suspended his. critical 
judgment of the anomalous coin out of deference to its owner the 
emperor Ferdinand, or was simply fooled by the Roman-looking 
iconography, cannot be known for certain; however, the proportion 
of false to genuine in this particular sample of the Emperor’s collec- 
tion — about one in fifty — seems to hold true when we examine 
other collections or corpora of coins illustrated or inventoried in the 
second half of the sixteenth century. 

In a survey of ancient Greek history and geography published in 
Vienna in 1557, Lazius illustrates about sixty coins from various 
Greek cities and kings on two full-page woodcut plates, representing 
the collections of the author and the emperor Ferdinand (Figure 
17).27 Of these I have been able to find only one that is clearly a 
modern confection, namely a silver didrachm inscribed with the 
name of Alexander the Great (Figure 18), derived from the classical 
coins of Corinth showing the helmeted head of Athena and flying 
Pegasus. Again, the use of authentic motifs has served the counter- 
feiter well, allowing this coin to 
pass the author’s critical eye. As 
Jean-Baptist Giard points out, the 
head of Athena was assumed to be 
a portrait of Alexander during the 
Renaissance because it was 
stamped on his genuine gold 
staters, and thus the young con- 
queror appears in sixteenth centu- Figure 18: False medal of 
ry paintings, prints, and medals Alexander the Great 


26 Andreas Morell, Thesaurus Morelliani, vol. 1 (Amsterdam, 1734), pp. 
576-577, no. XII. 

27 Wolfgang Lazius, Commentariorum rerum Graecarum libri Il (Vienna, 
1558). For more on Lazius’s interpretations of ancient Greek coins, see J. 
Cunnally, “The Portable Pantheon: Ancient Coins as Sources of 
Mythological Imagery in the Renaissance,” in Wege zum Mythos, eds. L. 
Freedman and G. Huber-Rebenich (Berlin, 2001), pp. 123-140. 
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with the long hair, feminine face, and crested helmet of the 
goddess.?8 

A careful survey of the other serious numismatic authors and 
cataloguers of the Renaissance, including Enea Vico, Hubert 
Goltzius, Antonio Augustin, Fulvio Orsini, and Adolf Occo, leads us 
to believe that the sixteenth-century antiquarians were not easily 
fooled, and when they were duped it was usually the result of a fairly 
clever and learned pastiche, much as a modern forger of old master 
paintings might deceive the experts by reusing antique canvases and 
stretchers. For more examples of this sort we can turn to Adolf 
Occo’s 1579 Imperatorum romanorum numismata, a kind of checklist 
of all coins of the Roman empire known to this learned physician of 
Augsburg, and examine the coins recorded by him which bear the 
portrait of one individual, namely Antinous, the companion and 
protege of Hadrian.?° 

Antinous died by drowning in the Nile in AD 130, and in his 
grief the emperor declared the boy a god and renamed a city after 
him. Many statues and temples were erected in his memory, and a 
large number of coins struck in his honor by various Greek cities of 
the East — Gustave Blum in 1914 catalogued 146 different issues 
from 28 mints.3° These are plentiful today, and one of them was 
copied by Fulvio for his portrait of Antinous in the J/lustrium imag- 
ines of 1517 (Figure 19). Fulvio calls him puerorum omnium formosis- 
simus, “most beautiful of all boys,” and no doubt his reputation for 
beauty stimulated the demand among Renaissance collectors for 
coins bearing his likeness, as well as the notorious nature of his rela- 
tionship with Hadrian. 

Occo records no fewer than thirteen coins and medals of 
Antinous, most of them genuine and easily found in more modern 
catalogues, but three are suspect. One of these is an interesting case 
of mistaken identity: a bronze struck in the third century to com- 
memorate an alliance between the towns of Thyatira and Smyrna in 
Lydia, showing a youthful male bust on the obverse, personifying 
the Roman Senate.3! Although the inscription reads IEPA CYNKAH- 
TOC, “Holy Senate,” Occo identifies the head as caput Antinoi, “head 
of Antinous.” These alliance coins were in fact produced a hundred 


28 J.-B. Giard, “L’image d’Alexandre le Grand 4a la Renaissance,” 
Numismatica e antichita classiche 20 (1991), pp. 309-314. 

29 Adolf Occo, Imperatorum romanorum numismata a Pompeio Magno ad 
Heraclium (Antwerp, 1579), p. 166. Occo’s book is not illustrated, and the 
coins are listed with a minimum of description information, just their 
inscriptions and a brief indication of the type. 

30 G. Blum, “Numismatique d’Antinoos,” Journal international d’archéolo- 
gie numismatique 16 (1914), pp. 33-70. 

31 B.V. Head, A Catalogue of the Greek Coins in the British Museum, vol. 
23: Catalogue of the Greek Coins of Lydia (London, 1901), p. 321, Thyatira no. 
aS 
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Figure 19: Portrait of Antinous. A. Fulvio, Illustrium imagines 
(Rome, 1517), f. 69v. Photo courtesy of The John M. Wing 
Foundation, The Newberry Library, Chicago. 
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years after the death of Antinous, although it is not unlikely that the 
ancient die-engraver was using the earlier head of the beautiful boy 
as his model, and thus leading Occo astray. 

Among the genuine coins of Antinous recorded by Occo we find 
a large bronze, well known to collectors today, inscribed on the 
obverse in Greek “Hostilius Marcellus, Priest of Antinous,” with a 
bust of the deified boy. The reverse has the chariot of the sun driven 
by Apollo and the legend KOPINOIOQN, “of the Corinthians.” Occo 
records this coin but he also adds two Renaissance forgeries with the 
same obverse, and endowed with more complicated and imaginative 
reverses. One is a beautiful medal with a spirited scene of Mercury 
taming Pegasus, which nowadays is attributed to Giovanni Cavino.*” 
Guillaume Du Choul illustrates this in his Religion des anciens 
romains of 1556, along with a genuine antique bronze of Antinous 
from Smyrna, showing a ram on the reverse (Figure 20).°° 

The second false coin of Antinous has a reverse image described 
simply as templum pulcherrimum, “a very beautiful temple.” Occo’s 
book is not illustrated, but fortunately a picture of the temple medal 
appears in the Religion of Du Choul, who reports that the medal is 
“in my hands,” and in Gabriele Symeoni’s Dialogo pio et speculativo 
of 1560 (Figure 21). The image is an elaborate facade — not a true 
Greek or Roman temple with a typical portico front, but a 
Renaissance classical building with two stories of columns flanking 
niches filled with statues, more like a sixteenth-century church 
facade by Bramante or Palladio than a Roman temple. We are to sup- 
pose that this is the great temple of Antinous constructed by 
Hadrian in the city of Antinopolis on the banks of the Nile where 
the boy was killed. The counterfeiter has placed a crocodile under 
the edifice to make sure we locate it in Egypt, and the inscription in 
Greek means “Hadrian built it.” Several examples of this medal sur- 
vive today, listed by Blum and Attwood.#4 

Further information about counterfeit coins that passed as gen- 
uine in the Renaissance, some of which no longer exist, can be 
found in one of the most interesting and fruitful documents of the 
numismatic activity of the Renaissance, a manuscript of drawings of 
ancient coins in the Houghton Library at Harvard University.*> This 


32 Cessi (1969), p. 105, no. 100. 

33 Du Choul (1556), p. 213. The Mercury/Pegasus medal is also illustrat- 
ed and commented upon by S. Erizzo, Discorso sopra le medaglie antiche, 4th 
ed. (Venice, c. 1585), p. 272. Erizzo’s Discorso was first published in 1559. 
The fact that Du Choul and Erizzo, both sophisticated scholars and collec- 
tors, accepted this medal as genuine so soon after it was struck by Cavino, 
weakens the supposition that Cavino did not intend that his imitative 
medals would deceive the collectors and pass as ancient. 

34 Blum (1914), p. 36, no. 3B; Attwood (2002), no. 1239. 

35 Houghton Ms. Typ 411, listed in the Harvard library catalogue as 
“Strada, Jacobus. Illustrations of Graeco-Roman Coins. 1550.” I hope to pub- 
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de parx,ou fon caducée. 


Ze cheual 
es 
Pegasus. 


Figure 20: Medals of Antinous. G. du Choul, Discours de la religion 
des anciens Romans (Lyons, 1556), p. 213. Photo courtesy of The John 
M. Wing Foundation, The Newberry Library, Chicago. 
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Figure 21: Medal of Antinous with temple facade. G. Symeoni, Dialogo pio 
et speculativo (Lyons, 1560), p. 191. Photo courtesy of The Newberry 
Library, Chicago. 


has been attributed (erroneously I believe) to Jacopo Strada;3° cer- 
tainly in style and binding it is an Italian product of the mid- 
sixteenth century.3”? Acquired in the 1950s with funds provided by 
the bibliophile Philip Hofer, the numismatic manuscript consists of 
171 pages illustrating about 1200 coins, mostly Greek, Roman 
Republican, and Roman Imperial (Figure 22).38 On another occasion 
I argued that the manuscript is a record of the cabinet of the 
Venetian patrician Andrea Loredan, because several of the more 


lish before long a more detailed analysis of this interesting document. 

36 Inside the front cover of the manuscript is an inscription in old 
handwriting, “Drawn by Jacob Strada for the Fugger family, 1550.” The 
Fuggers, a prosperous and powerful family of bankers in Augsburg, were avid 
collectors of coins and other antiquities, and they often employed Strada as 
their Italian agent and dealer. However, the drawings in the Harvard manu- 
script do not resemble in style and format any of the other numismatic 
manuscripts which Strada created for his many clients and patrons. These 
can be found in collections in London, Paris, Vienna, and Gotha, and usual- 
ly show one large drawing per page, often with embellishments added by 
the artist, including chiaroscuro shading. In the Harvard manuscript we nor- 
mally find six coins per page, with much effort to maintain accuracy and to 
indicate the actual size or scale of the coins. For images of Strada’s numis- 
matic drawings, see Dirk Jacob Jansen, “Jacopo Strada e le commerce d’art,” 
Revue de l’art, no. 77 (1987), p. 15, and the same author’s “Jacopo Strada’s 
Antiquarian Interests: A Survey of his Musaeum and its Purpose,” Xenia 21 
(1991), p. 62: 

37 The decorative motifs on the red morocco binding resemble those 
used by the “Fugger-Meister,” an anonymous Venetian bookbinder active 
from 1547 to 1556, whose work often found its way to the libraries of Hans 
Jakob Fugger and the bibliophile Cardinal Granvelle: I. Schunke, 
“Venezianische Renaissance-einbande,” in Studi di bibliografia e di storia in 
onore di Tammaro de Marinis, vol. 4 (Verona, 1964), pp. 172-176. 

38 The arrangement of the coins is roughly chronological: Greek cities, 
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Figure 22: Coins of Titus. Houghton Numismatic Manuscript, f. 92r. 
Photo courtesy of The Houghton Library, Harvard University. 


Cambridge, MA. 
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unusual or rare coins shown in the manuscript are mentioned in the 
books of Enea Vico during the 1550s, who reports seeing them in 
the Loredan collection.?9 

Whoever owned the coins depicted in the Hofer manuscript was 
a particularly astute collector, and we find no ducats of Solomon or 
Scipio in this lot. Forty-eight pages of the manuscript are devoted to 
the coins of the twelve Caesars from Julius to Domitian, around 250 
examples in all, a period of Roman numismatics which inspired 
many forgeries in the Renaissance, and I have examined this particu- 
lar section with some care in search of Renaissance inventions. Like 
other antiquarians of the time, the Hofer collector included late- 
antique contorniates among the coins of the earlier Caesars whose 
portraits they carried, and we cannot be sure whether any of the 
canonical-looking coins might be imitations or replicas of popular 
pieces struck by Giovanni Cavino and others of his tribe. But I have 
been able to find only two obvious forgeries in the pages devoted to 
the twelve Caesars. One is a large bronze of Nero showing the image 
of Salus enthroned (Figure 23). The Gothic finial at the top of the 
throne, which resembles a medieval bishop’s cathedra, helps to give 
it away. The other, on the same page, is a silver denarius with the 
well-known Decursio motif of Nero on horseback accompanied by 
foot-soldiers. An image of Salus enthroned is found on real gold and 
silver coins of Nero, but never in the large bronze format; and the 
Decursio motif appears on the large bronze sestertii but is unknown 
in the small silver. We can find little fault with our sixteenth centu- 
ry collector when we realize that as late as 1923 Harold Mattingly 
included the sestertius of Salus among the fake coins of Nero which 
were still deceiving modern collectors.4° In 1889, S.W. Stephenson 
accepted the Decursio denarius as genuine in his Dictionary of Roman 
Coins, despite the fact that it has Nero trampling one of his own sol- 


Hellenistic kingdoms, Roman Republic, Roman Empire. There are also two 
ancient Jewish coins, and surprisingly six Islamic coins (copper dirhems 
showing crude portraits imitating the antique from the Artugid and Zangid 
dynasties of the 12th century). Evidently the collector, who could not read 
the Arabic inscriptions, mistook these Muslim coins for classical antiquities 
of some unknown period or country. 

39 J. Cunnally, “A Glimpse into a Renaissance Antiquarian’s Coin 
Cabinet: The Hofer Numismatic Manuscript,” Classical Association of the 
Midwest and South, Cleveland, Ohio, April 17, 1999. For example, among 
the rarities owned by Loredan according to Vico is a large medallion of 
Alexander Severus with his mother Julia Mammaea, struck on two kinds of 
metal, an inner circle of brass and an outer ring of bronze: Vico (1555), part 
1, p. 32. This unusual bimetallic piece is displayed in the Harvard manu- 
script on f. 145v. Several other uncommon coins which Vico saw in the 
Loredan collection are also found in the manuscript, too many to attribute 
to coincidence. 

40 H.B. Mattingly, Coins of the Roman Empire in the British Museum, vol. 
1: Augustus to Vitellius (London, 1923), p. xxx. 
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Figure 23: Coins of Nero, Houghton Numismatic Manuscript, f. 83r. 


Photo courtesy of The Houghton Library, Harvard University. 
Cambridge, MA. 
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diers, not the best image to advertise the emperor’s skill in the decur- 
sio or public display of equestrian maneuvers.#! Banti and Simonetti 
in 1978 attributed the false Decursio denarius to Luigi Cigoi, the 
notorious forger of antique coins who flourished in the early 
1800s,42, but it would appear that Cigoi is innocent of this particular 
crime, unless he himself was fooled by his Renaissance predecessor 
and struck a new version of the coin! Indeed, thanks to the 
Renaissance numismatic books we can estimate the date of the first 
appearance of the Decursio denarius with a high probability to 
around 1550. The first edition of Enea Vico’s catalogue of the reverse 
types of the twelve Caesars does not include the false denarius 
among the silver of Nero. The second edition of 1554 adds several 
new coins to the canon, which Vico encountered after 1548, one of 
them being the Decursio denarius (Figure 24). 

The Hofer manuscript is especially valuable in revealing the great 
number of provincial coins of the Roman Empire that were available 
to the sixteenth-century collector, a category of numismatics which 
is not well known today outside of specialists, in part because this 
abundant provincial coinage has never been adequately cata- 
logued.#3 Struck to provide small change for the local markets of the 
Greek cities of the East, they are usually bronze pieces with Greek 
inscriptions, showing the image of the emperor or one of his family 
on the obverse, and some local deity, myth, or monument on the 
reverse. They are not greatly admired by most modern collectors 
because their imagery is often crowded, confusing, and even bizarre, 
violating the sense of decorum and eurhythmia we have come to 
expect from classical art since the days of Winkelmann and Lord 
Elgin. Yet the evidence is abundant that the Renaissance collectors 
coveted them and sought them out, displaying them alongside the 
Latin coins which are better known to us today. The Hofer manu- 
script includes 190 of these, about 15% of the total. Caracalla, for 
example, is represented by fifteen Greek provincial coins but only 
eleven Latin ones. These “Greek Imperials,” as the modern collectors 


41 §.W. Stephenson, A Dictionary of Roman Coins (London, 1889), 
prol7: 

42 A. Banti and L. Simonetti, Corpus nummorum romanorum, vol. 16 
(Florence, 1978), pp. 190-191; vol. 17 (Florence, 1978), p. 52. 

A succinct introduction to this subject is the section on “Greek 
Imperial” in R.A.G. Carson, Coins: Ancient, Mediaeval, and Modern (London, 
1962), pp. 96-102. See also K. Butcher, Roman Provincial Coins: An 
Introduction to the Greek Imperials (London, 1988) and W.G. Sayles, Ancient 
Coin Collecting IV: Roman Provincial Coins (lola, 1998). A full catalogue of 
the coinage is now being undertaken, see A. Burnett, M. Amandry and P.P. 
Ripolles, Roman Provincial Coinage, vol. 1: From the Death of Caesar to the 
Death of Vitellius (44 BC-AD 69) (London, 1992) and A. Burnett, M. Amandry 
and I. Carradice, Roman Provincial Coinage, vol. 2: From Vespasian to Domitian 
(AD 69-96) (London, 1999). 
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call them, were also the only sources for the portraits of many impe- 
rial celebrities, especially wives and favorites of the emperors, who 
were not flattered in this way by the central mint under control of 
the Senate. Examples include Hadrian’s Antinous, who is represent- 
ed in this collection by two pieces, the well known Hostilius 
Marcellus bronze from Corinth, and the same IEPA CYNKAETOC 
issue from Lydia that deceived Adolf Occo in 1579 (Figure 25). 

The inclusion of the “Holy Senate” bronze as a portrait of 
Antinous demonstrates that our Venetian connoisseur was not easily 
tricked by fakes, but could fall into errors of judgment when han- 
dling real coins. Another blunder which we can readily forgive 
occurs in the section on coins of Alexander the Great, whom the col- 
lector evidently regarded highly because he acquired 36 of them, 
including many varieties of the silver tetradrachms showing the 
head of Alexander as Hercules and the reverse of Zeus enthroned 
(Figure 26). Flanked between two didrachms of Alexander is a silver 
piece displaying the facing head of a beautiful goddess with flowing 
hair on the obverse, and on the reverse a charging horseman and the 
inscription ALEXANDROU, “of Alexander” (Figure 27). Would the 
collector have been disappointed to learn that this charming 
didrachm was not struck by the world conqueror he admired, but by 
a petty tyrant named Alexander who ruled the town of Pherai in 
Thessaly around 360 BC, and who kept the region in turmoil with 
his wars and atrocities, until he was finally murdered by his wife?+4 
The same coin is recorded a few years later by Hubert Goltzius 
(Figure 28), who claims to have seen it in bronze, although genuine 
didrachms of Alexander of Pherai are known only in silver. If 
Goltzius is correct, then some Renaissance forger must have copied 
the pretty didrachm sas z: 
in the cheaper metal, 
distributing it as a 
genuine coin of the 
great Alexander. A 
counterfeit based on 
a blunder, yet attrac- 
tive to the eye — a 
perfect symbol for 
the enthusiasm, art- Ee bh: Regn ee 
istry, misunder- Figure 28: Bronze imitation 
standing, and decep- Alexander of Pherai. H. Goltzius, Opera Omnia, vol. 
tion so characteristic 3: Graecia (Antwerp, 1708), pl. XXXV. Photo cour- 
of this period. tesy of The Hatcher Graduate Library, University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor. 


My iaseneeasry 
get, Ce is eS 


44 For images of the didrachm of Alexander of Pherai, see D. Sear, Greek 
Coins and their Values, vol. 1 (London, 1978), pp. 210-211, no. 2209; and C. 
M. Kraay, Greek Coins (New York, 1966), pl. 149, no. 471. The goddess on 
the obverse is identified as Hecate. 
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Figure 25: Medals of Antinous, Houghton Numismatic Manuscript, 


f. 106r. Photo courtesy of The Houghton Library, Harvard 
University. Cambridge, MA. 
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Figure 27: Didrachm of Alexander of Pherai between coins of 
Alexander the Great, Houghton Numismatic Manuscript, f. 34r. 
Photo courtesy of The Houghton Library, Harvard University. 


Cambridge, MA. 


Some Reminiscences 
by Q. David Bowers 


“Buy the book...” 


There is an old saying, “Buy the book before the coin.” Where it 
originated, I do not know, as it was a common adage when | started 
collecting in the early 1950s. However, it was popularized by Aaron 
Feldman in the 1970s or so. Aaron used to be a merchant in the New 
York Diamond Center on 49th Street, with a little booth scarcely 
large enough to fit into. On display he had a small assortment of 
coins. Then, somehow, numismatic literature captured his fancy, 
and visitors to his booth would see a few shelves of books. 

Aaron did much to popularize numismatic literature and its col- 
lecting, and his spirit continued to manifest in collectors, particular- 
ly during the (shall I call them this?) Golden Years of the 1980s and 
early 1990s, when several important buyers were simultaneously 
building large libraries. The names of Armand Champa, Harry W. 
Bass, Jr., John W. Adams, and Frank Van Zandt come to mind, plus, 
of course, Dan Hamelberg, who is still building his library. | rather 
imagine that John Adams is as well — one never stops adding vol- 
umes to a bookshelf. Champa and Bass have passed away, and Van 
Zandt has sold much of his material. 


A Prominent Advertising Executive 


While I’m at it, I should mention Frank Katen and George Fuld, 
both “greats” in the field of numismatic literature. Frank used to 
deal in coins in Milford, Connecticut, and circa 1950 entered into a 
virtual shoot-‘em-dead war with the officials of the American 
Numismatic Association, the details of which I related in my 1991 
Centennial History of the American Numismatic Association. 

Frank gave up the retail coin business and moved to 
Washington, D.C. There he became prominent in the advertising 
business. I recall during a visit to his home seeing a wall lined with 
photographs of Frank, sometimes with his wife Laurese also, with a 
virtual Who’s Who in Washington Politics and Society, with not a 
numismatist in sight. I was not aware of this part of Frank’s profes- 
sional career and was surprised to learn of its extent. 

Frank later turned to buying, selling, and auctioning books, with 
expertise, flavor, and élan — doing much for the hobby. 


Pneumatic Spinach and Other Matters 

George Fuld, a friend of mine since childhood, is one of the few 
numismatists active today who was collecting and writing in the 
1940s. He and his father Melvin virtually built the foundation of 
token collecting as we know it today, especially in the field of Civil 
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War issues. The Fulds were avid collectors of numismatic books and 
assembled a marvelous library. 

As most Numismatic Bibliomania Society members know of 
George for the book-collecting aspect of his life, I’ll mention a few 
other things. One time in the 1950s I visited George at his home in a 
suburb of Boston. At the time he was busy working with MIT in the 
development of aerosol cans to dispense food — sort of like the 
cheese dispensing cans that are popular today. He was discussing dis- 
pensing spinach this way — but as I don’t recall seeing Popeye ever 
holding a can of the stuff, perhaps the idea did not pan out. 

Another time I bought many thousands of Civil War tokens 
from George, mostly store cards, in what I thought was his main col- 
lection — but he had many others to sell later. At the time the retail 
value for a gem Wisconsin (for example) store card was, say, $1 to 
$2, with scarcely any buyers in sight. Things have changed a bit 
since, although Civil War tokens are a series that still keeps a lot of 
research and pure collecting flavor in its own community, including 
among members of the Civil War Token Society. 

On another occasion, when George had moved back to his home 
town of Baltimore, I was invited to be a guest speaker at the 
Baltimore Coin Club, this being in the 1960s. I hopped aboard a 
Delta jet in Philadelphia, and took one of the shortest flights then 
scheduled, just a matter of minutes to Baltimore. Upon arrival | 
found my bag was missing, and here I was in a sport shirt and khaki 
pants (great now for even formal occasions and standard dress for 
bourses and auctions, but not cricket for club speakers back then). 
George rummaged through his closet and, somehow, found a suit 
and shirt that fit, sort of — we were and are of different sizes. 

George is a prince of a person, one of the all-time greats in our 
hobby. He does not have a “clever” or mean bone in his body and is 
one of the most selfless, most sharing people I have ever met. In my 
opinion, the American Numismatic Association should honor this 
living example of numismatic expertise and excellence. By the way, 
since the very beginning he has been a member of the Rittenhouse 
Society, a group of us “youngsters” formed in the 1950s and formal- 
ized, in a way, in 1960 — dedicated to those who enjoy numismatic 
research. 

This reminds me that although collectors and dealers come and 
go in our hobby, research and writing seems to be a constant ingre- 
dient for long-lived interest. It seems to be the case that unless a 
Rittenhouse Society member from the 1950s has died (as have 
Grover Criswell and Walter Breen), they all still love numismatics 
today — as | write this, early members Dick Johnson, George Fuld, 
Ken Rendell (we spent a couple nice days together recently; Ken is a 
collector now, no longer a dealer), Ken Bressett and Eric P. Newman 
are all still active. This is truly amazing! In fact, I daresay that no 
other numismatic group ever existed for more than 40 years without 
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a single member resigning or being expelled. 


Roller Rinks and Gambling Casinos 


The Armand Champa Library catalogues, with descriptions by 
Charles Davis, stand as monuments to numismatic bibliography, 
giving many details that are not easily found elsewhere, at least not 
in a single place. Armand, a fine friend for many years, sold several 
of his coin collections through my company, including a notable 
holding of patterns. In Kentucky he owned and operated several 
roller rinks and at one time was president of the Roller Skating Rink 
Operators Association. His passion outside of numismatics was gam- 
bling, particularly in Las Vegas, where he enjoyed being feted like 
royalty, in the meantime “collecting” markers totaling over 
$4,000,000, which he used to paper a wall in his house. | guess the 
arrangement was quid pro quo: Armand liked the fun Las Vegas pro- 
vided, and Los Vegas liked the money he left behind. 

Armand was a “hail fellow well met” type of person, with infec- 
tious enthusiasm. He dearly loved to collect books — by varieties, 
just as he had collected coins. He did not read much, and likely even 
his rarest plated Chapman catalogues and Woodward listings pre- 
served their uncut pages (if so acquired). However, he loved to talk 
about them and share his knowledge. 


Bostonian Adams 


The collecting activity of John W. Adams bore fruit in two mar- 
velous books, United States Numismatic Literature, volume I: 
Nineteenth Century Auction Catalogs (Mission Viejo, 1982) and vol- 
ume II: Twentieth Century Auction Catalogs (Crestline, 1990), both 
published by the indefatigable George W. Kolbe, who is perhaps best 
known as an issuer of auction catalogues (many of which are simply 
marvelous in content). The Adams books, typographical master- 
pieces as well as rich sources of information, stand today as standard 
references on the catalogues produced by leading American coin 
auctioneers from the early days through the mid-20th century. 

Some time ago John Adams proposed me as a fellow of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, an honor which I accepted. 
Recently, Anne Bentley of the Society asked John and me, the only 
fellows who are also dedicated numismatists, to come up with some 
sort of a design for an MHS award medal. Nothing has been done 
yet, except that I would propose something traditional. The MHS is 
the oldest such society in America and was formed shortly after the 
Revolution. Among early activities was a request to local resident 
Paul Revere to write down a recollection of his famous ride. 

John has a way with words, and whenever he takes a notion to 
write something — on early copper cents, on Comitia Americana 
medals, on Indian peace medals — he has the ability to communi- 
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cate extensively detailed information in a highly readable manner. It 
is my secret wish that the management of his Boston financial firm, 
Adams, Harkness & Hill, might build a special room next to his 
office and insist that he spend several hours a day in there, door 
closed, doing numismatic writing. We would all benefit. 


A “Working Library” 

Today is probably a very good time to build a numismatic litera- 
ture collection, absent some of the limitless-budget competition 
around a decade or so ago. However, what items should be collected 
and what ones should not has not been defined, and different 
enthusiasts of out-of-print numismatic literature are apt to give you 
different opinions. 

I have what is called a “working library,” meant to be read, 
meant to be-used. Because reading is an essential part of the equa- 
tion, to me some of the very best items I own are magazines put out 
by dealers, collectors and others. A serial sequence of issues can 
often transmit the flavor of an era, complete with new coin issues, 
goings-on in the hobby, auction sales and other things that attract 
the interest and amusement of the editor or publisher. 

The Historical Magazine, launched in 1857, is the first American 
periodical with significant and consistent numismatic content. 
However, tidbits within its pages were widely scattered, and an 
entire compilation of all the numismatic information produced dur- 
ing the first decade or so of the magazine would probably fit into a 
very small book. Basically, The Historical Magazine printed questions 
from readers, invited responses and printed the results. As it was the 
only game in town, today it is important for that reason. 

The American Journal of Numismatics, which made its debut in 
1866, was published regularly through the early 20th century, after 
which it lapsed into being a series of monographs, often dull reading 
(opinion here). 


Father of the Coin Trade? 


The glory years of the publication are the late 19th century, fol- 
lowing its inception, when many old timers saw fit to give their rec- 
ollections of years before. Augustus B. Sage, not active in the hobby 
since the early 1860s, contributed thoughts of the “good old days,” 
which for him were the late 1850s. Edward D. Cogan, who decided 
to specialize in coin dealing after selling a small selection of large 
copper cents to mail bidders in late 1858, was prominent in its 
pages, including a lively in-print scrap with Ebenezer Locke Mason. 
Cogan enjoyed furthering the notion that he was the “father of the 
coin trade in America,” which he was not, even by a long shot. John 
Allan of New York City, for one, was in the business in the 1820s. 

Cogan held forth in a curio shop in Philadelphia in the late 
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1850s and early 1860s, where he offered coins and other items for 
sale, and sometimes conducted auctions. Several early catalogues 
were published and are quite scarce today. Those who participated at 
a distance were involved in what was called “letter bidding,” which 
might be called mail bidding today. The procedure seems to have 
been conducted on a high level of ethics, with sealed bids being 
received, and then opened during the sale itself, at which time a 
number of interested collectors and dealers were also present. 

One of Cogan’s patrons in Philadelphia was Joseph N.T. Levick, 
whose first love was large copper cents, leading to the gathering and 
publication of a photographic plate of the varieties of 1793 pub- 
lished in the April 1869 issue of the American Journal of Numismatics. 
It seems that no matter what, early collectors loved the large copper 
cents, in addition to whatever else they might enjoy — coins of 
ancient Rome, silver dollars or one or another of different specialties. 
Accordingly, large copper cents were among the first American series 
to be described as to varieties. 

Although being a member of the Rittenhouse Society seems to 
take the palm for an elixir of numismatic staying power, collecting 
large copper cents certainly is not far behind. Generally, advocates 
of the series become deeply involved and for a long time. If they do 
develop a wandering eye, chances are good that they expand into or 
migrate to something else requiring some study, such as tokens, 
colonials, or obsolete papers. It could be that study is what keeps the 
lamp of youth burning. Today, most newcomers to the hobby con- 
centrate only on high grades (seldom seen at all among early copper 
cents and not a major consideration in out-of-print books for a 
working library), spend all of their money, and drop out. Perhaps it 
should be mandatory that they read a few issues of the NBS journal 
The Asylum in order to capture the flavor of what traditional numis- 
matics is all about! 


An Unsung Hero 


In the Evening Transcript in Boston in the late 1850s, Jeremiah 
Colburn contributed information as to the varieties of copper cents 
and their scarcity, but I have never seen a file of these, and have it 
on my list of things to do to try to track some down. Without a 
doubt in my mind, Colburn was the leading numismatic guru of the 
late 1850s and early 1860s, the ultimate source for worthwhile infor- 
mation. 

Scarcely anything has ever been published about the life of 
“J.C.,” as he signed his contributions to The Historical Magazine and, 
later, the American Journal of Numismatists. Perhaps we of the NBS 
should command that Dr. Joel Orosz look into the matter — and 
give it the same treatment he accorded to some other unknowns 
such as du Simitiére and Gilmor. 
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Heck, for that matter we know all about Charles I. Bushnell and 
the sale of his collection by the Chapman brothers in 1882, and 
some of us know about his small monographs published in the late 
1850s and early 1860s. However, hardly anything has reached print 
about how he started collecting, what and where he bought coins in 
the early days, what happened to all of his research (we know that 
S.S. Crosby got some of it for use in Early Coins of America), and why 
he all of a sudden stopped collecting. In fact, he went even further 
— he rejected an honorary membership in the American 
Numismatic Society (for a short time called the American 
Numismatic and Archaeological Society), was not a participant in 
auctions or where collectors gathered, etc. What happened? 


More about Periodicals 


To me, a file of the American Journal of Numismatics from 1866 
through the early 20th century is a cornerstone for any numismatic 
library. I acquired my first set in the early 1950s, read through it, 
and then later replaced it with a bound set which I still have. A lot 
of the issues were on paper of high-sulfur content, and it is not 
unusual for a well-thumbed page to break or chip. Too bad. 

In the 1950s the American Numismatic Society still had for sale 
many bound bundles of early issues, wrapped in orange-brown paper 
and tied with string, available for all issues from 1866 up, save for 
some special studies by Edgar H. Adams, relating to private and 
California gold coins and the 1918-1919 Miller and Ryder studies. 

The Numismatist made its debut under the editorship of Dr. 
George F. Heath in 1888, and later became the official organ of the 
American Numismatic Association (founded in 1891). The early pub- 
lication schedule was irregular, with a few issues being published 
semi-monthly and others grouped together to include two months, 
plus a farewell notice that The Numismatist would be discontinued. 
However, Heath persevered, and it lives to this day, mysteriously 
shed of the word The, so now it stands less rhythmically as simply 
Numismatist. Presumably this is more “modern,” but who knows? 
The new ANA seal, looking somewhat like a moon in its first quarter, 
is not quite as appealing to numismatic bibliophiles as the old one 
— the lamp of knowledge on top of a book (a symbol used elsewhere 
as well, including by W.T.R. Marvin, numismatic printer, and the 
University of Michigan). 

My own set of The Numismatist was built in bits and pieces, 
beginning with the year 1894, and including bound volumes for the 
first decade or so, then loose volumes after that. In the 1950s many 
association members simply tossed their copies, or if they didn’t, 
were glad to give a pile of long forgotten issues to a fresh-faced 
enthusiast such as me. For some reason, issues prior to 1894 were 
hardly ever seen, and today my set includes reprints of the very early 
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years. In a way, The Numismatist took up where the American Journal 
of Numismatics left off. At the turn of the 20th century, when issues 
of the Journal were becoming more devoted to extensive mono- 
graphs and less to news, The Numismatist took up the slack and 
printed a lot of convention information, gossip, travelogues, new 
discoveries, and the like. 

Edgar H. Adams, a writer mainly for the New York Sun, but whose 
byline appeared in other papers as well, suddenly burst upon the 
numismatic scene about 1905, achieved stellar status as a researcher 
in the next decade (including on such esoterica as California private 
gold and United States patterns), then flamed out about a decade 
later, although he did create a rather pithy (by Adams’s standards) 
book on tokens in the 1920s and contributed a few items here and 
there later, including to Raymond’s Coin Collector’s Journal. 

Beginning around 1915, The Numismatist became less “newsy” 
and more devoted to lengthy specialized studies. Multiple issues 
were devoted to counterstamped coins of the world, and more than 
a decade was given over, month by month, to obsolete currency 
issued by the various states (in a memorable study by D.C. Wismer 
that is still useful today). 

Relatively little appeared in The Numismatist concerning current 
mintages. Accordingly, in 1920 if you wanted to read about the 
1920-S double eagle (today a formidable rarity worth tens of thou- 
sands of dollars), there was nothing to be had — except perhaps in 
digging through figures in a Mint report. Similarly, in 1922 there 
wasn’t anything said about the “no D” Lincoln cent, or the fact that 
regular 1922 Lincoln cents were often miserably struck. The collect- 
ing of coins by date and mintmark was not at all popular during this 
time, and would not be until the mid 1930s, when “penny boards” 
caught on in a big way and, in a more elevated scale, Wayte 
Raymond issued his “National” album pages. 


Coin and Currency Preservation 


Reading through The Numismatist can be an interesting exercise 
today. At this point, permit me a small diversion: there is also a 
tremendous amount of downright bad advice, including cleaning 
coins with acid, potassium cyanide (a deadly poison), or friction. No 
doubt any member who had beautiful mint state or proof coins and 
who followed the advice given in the publication would have seri- 
ously damaged his or her collection! Actually, this was not particu- 
larly unusual, and when Farran Zerbe visited the Mint collection in 
Philadelphia shortly after the turn of the 20th century, a person 
there said that during his tenure each of the coins had been cleaned 
three or four times. And, they were often cleaned by using silver pol- 
ish, leaving traces of white residue in the protected areas of the 
coins. 

Such practices explain why today in 2004, relatively few superb 
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gem proof coins survive without any hairlines. About the only way 
to get such things is when old-time collections come on the market, 
containing pieces that have not been scrubbed or dipped — the 
Garrett and Eliasberg cabinets being two such properties. Otherwise, 
under examination, even “gem” proofs have hairlines, and the hair- 
lines were put there by cleaning. 

More unfortunate, perhaps, were collectors who encased paper 
money in clear cellulose acetate envelopes in the 1930s, so the 
pieces could be viewed from each side. Chemicals in the envelopes 
reacted with the bills, causing them to become very brittle and break 
into chips and pieces. Much of Col. E.H.R. Green’s currency collec- 
tion was inadvertently destroyed in this manner. Even today, some 
brittleness is still seen on notes that must have been stored that way. 
I recall a chunk or chip breaking out of a beautiful $20 silver certifi- 
cate a few years ago, taking a part of the design and the bottom 
edge, the certificate itself seemingly crisp and attractive. However, 
the internal strength of the paper had been destroyed. 

I’ve already mentioned the self-destruction of certain issues of 
the American Journal of Numismatics, this happening even with the 
best of care. 


Later Periodicals 


In 1935 Lee F. Hewitt launched the Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine, which reached new horizons in terms of interesting arti- 
cles, reprinting many letters from readers, giving the latest news and 
other issues, telling of auction sales, and more — following in the 
footsteps of The Numismatist, but not bogged down by specialized 
articles that were of interest to just a tiny fraction of the readership. 
Lee Hewitt, whose personal collection I later auctioned (much to my 
delight, as I viewed him as a numismatic hero), had a reporter’s eye 
for interesting news. Today, a file of the Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine is well worth acquiring. The publication breathed its last in 
1976, but along its journey of more than 40 years gave more infor- 
mation than any similar span of any other early periodical. 

In 1960, Coin World was launched as the first weekly numismatic 
publication, followed soon by Numismatic News, which changed its 
frequency to match. In 1963, the weekly Coin Dealer Newsletter 
became a reality. I’ve often wished that I had a file of Coin World 
and Numismatic News, as they would be very interesting to look 
through. No doubt if each of these publications could be authorita- 
tively indexed as to subject, a vast archive would open for everyone. 
At the same time, modern CD-ROM or DVD technology could be 
used to reproduce the issues. 

In addition to periodicals produced by general interests, several 
dealers have issued their own magazines over the years, including 
Numisma, by Ed. Frossard in New York; several different titles by E.L. 
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Mason of Philadelphia; the Coin Collector’s Journal by J.W. Scott & 
Company, New York; Mehl’s Numismatic Monthly, by B. Max Mehl 
way down in Forth Worth, Texas; several titles by Thomas L. Elder, a 
short-lived series by Geoffrey Charlton, New York; the Kiriositi 
Kabinet by William Brown, New York; and others. 

Most of the numismatic periodicals | have mentioned are quite 
inexpensive today, and I recommend them highly for their content. 
Today, for just a few thousand dollars you can buy a set of The 
Numismatist starting in the mid-1890s, a full set of the Numismatic 
Scrapbook (currently available for under $1,000, I believe, and a super 
bargain at that), and acquire scattered issues of the American Journal 
of Numismatics. Do this, and you will be set for a year or more of fas- 
cinating reading! 

I haven’t said much at all about numismatic books. Perhaps in 
the future I’ll write about some of my favorites. 


Creating The E-Sylum, The 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society’s 
Weekly Electronic Newsletter 


by Wayne K. Homren 


On the morning of Friday, September 4, 1998, the Numismatic 
Bibliomania Society’s Internet e-mail publication, now known as The 
E-Sylum, was inaugurated with the following: 


This message is being sent to members and friends of the 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society (NBS). To be removed from 
the mailing list at any time, send a request to 
homren@cgi.com. 

In a Press Release going out soon to the numismatic 
press, we describe the purpose of the mailing list as follows: 

Numismatic Bibliomania Society Vice President Wayne 
Homren is collecting e-mail addresses for NBS members, a 
process which began at the national meeting at the Portland 
ANA convention. The resulting mailing list will be used to 
keep members and interested parties updated on NBS events 
and changes to the NBS web site (http://www.money.org/ 
club_nbs.html). To have your address added to the list, send 
Wayne a note at this e-mail address: homren@cgi.com. 

A number of folks signed up at the meeting in Portland. 
To that initial group we’ve added the addresses of other cur- 
rent and former members that the Board is aware of, plus a 
few numismatic pen pals we thought might be interested. 

This is intended to be a moderated, low-volume mailing 
list, with no more than one message every week or so. Its 
purpose and use will evolve over time - please send us your 
comments and suggestions. 

In the meantime, please visit our web site, and forward 
this note to any other e-mail pen-pal you think might have 
an interest. Remember, the list isn’t limited to only NBS 
members. Don’t assume they’re already on the list; we’re 
starting small, but with your help we can grow. 

Thanks for your attention, and welcome. 

Wayne Homren 

Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


This Is Going to Change the World 

The “cgi.com” in the e-mail address was that of my employer at 
the time — The Carnegie Group. The company was a spin-off from 
Carnegie-Mellon University, devoted to commercializing artificial 
intelligence technology. I was the sixth employee of the startup in 
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1984, when I returned to my hometown of Pittsburgh after a stint at 
Bell Laboratories in New Jersey. A software engineer by training, I 
worked on numerous projects for clients such as Digital Equipment 
Corporation, Boeing, the Defense Department, John Deere, Reuters 
and others, first as a programmer, then project leader and manager. 
The company grew to about 300 people at its peak. 

Starting my career at Bell Labs in 1980, I was on the Internet 
from day one, although it wasn’t called that at the time. E-mail was 
a natural part of my workday, as were newsgroups, an early bulletin- 
board feature. By the mid-1990s “The Internet” began getting 
noticed outside of universities and businesses. Early interfaces were 
crude, and I recall vividly my excitement when | was first able to 
locate a programming tool I needed over the Internet. What once 
would have taken me weeks, if ever, to find, I was able to quickly 
locate on a server somewhere in Switzerland. And this was before 
there were graphics-based browsers and search engines. Those who 
know me know I’m not the excitable type, but I raced to get Steve 
DiAntonio, a colleague I was working closely with at the time. | 
showed him what I was doing and explained how it worked. | said, 
“this is going to change the world.” In time this new publishing 
medium would change a lot of things, and would add a new dimen- 
sion to collecting numismatic literature. 

Getting started took time. I recall one NBS Board meeting where 
Mike Hodder and I exchanged e-mail addresses. It was like we were 
part of some exclusive society exchanging a secret handshake. Year 
after year I asked for a show of hands at the annual NBS General 
Meeting to see how many people had e-mail addresses, and each 
time only a few hands went up. The US numismatic literature world 
just wasn’t ready for a mailing list yet. But at the fateful meeting in 
Portland in August 1998, dozens of hands went up. The Internet had 
arrived on Main Street. 


Spreading the Word 


Shortly after the initial September 4 mailing, announcements 
were also sent to the COINS and BIBLIONUMIS mailing lists, as well 
as the Early American Coppers “Region 8” mailing list. The initial 
E-Sylum mailing list was comprised of the addresses of NBS officers 
and Board members, other current and former members, and other 
interested parties, for a total of 49 names. By noon, subscription 
requests began arriving from around the world. Peter Gaspar of St. 
Louis, Missouri, was the first. Jere Bacharach of the University of 
Washington in Seattle, was second, with Dr. Hubert Emmerig of 
Austria a close third. Some current members wrote to confirm or 
update their mailing address, and ten new folks subscribed. By 
5 p.m. the list had already grown to 59 names. Over the course of 
the Labor Day weekend, another twenty people subscribed, mostly 
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from the US, but from as far afield as Italy, Poland and the Russian 
Federation. 

Neil Rothschild offered to publicize the mailing list on the 
Compuserve coin forum, and Bill Malkmus offered to do the same 
on the NUMIS-L mailing list for collectors of ancient and medieval 
coinage. By September 15, the list had grown to 90 members. Coin 
World published an article about the e-mail list in the July 5, 1999 
issue. 


Banishing The Babbler 


The newsletter didn’t even have a name until the February 8, 
1999 issue, when we announced: “These e-mail missives are in their 
sixth month now, but they’ve never had a formal name. To remedy 
that situation, we’ve decided on The E-sylum, an obvious play on our 
print journal The Asylum.” Later I settled on The E-Sylum, with a cap- 
lid) eo 

The NBS Board had lengthy e-mail deliberations about the name 
before deciding on The E-Sylum. We voted on a list of about a dozen 
suggestions. I believe The E-Sylum was my idea, but it was my second 
choice — I lobbied for The Babbler, that being what members of an 
Asylum are wont to do. But saner heads prevailed, and The E-Sylum 
was born. 


The First NBS Web Site 


In the mid to late 90s I taught myself HTML, the language of the 
“world wide web.” These were the days before web page editors — all 
the formatting tags were coded by hand in a text editor. Later I 
would use my new skills on several projects, such as building one of 
the first customer service web sites for US West, the telephone com- 
pany now part of Qwest. To make things fun, J cut my teeth build- 
ing web sites for some of the clubs I belonged to, including NBS. The 
American Numismatic Association had donated server space for 
member club web sites, so the initial NBS web address was 
<http://www.money.org/club_nbs.html>. As noted in The E-Sylum’s 
inaugural message, the forum was intended partly to communicate 
updates to the web site. That purpose has been served, but The 
E-Sylum has grown into far more than that, with over 650 subscribers 
from around the world. 

Today we have our own web address <www.coinbooks.org>, and 
after a few years of paying to have it hosted elsewhere, we are back 
on the ANA servers for free. But the web site doesn’t look much dif- 
ferent than it did in 1998. The dichotomy between The E-Sylum and 
the NBS web site (and so many other web sites) was noted recently 
in the May 9, 2004 E-Sylum: 


Peter Koch writes: “The Internet is populated with sites 
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offering regularly updated information to its visitors. 

“Updates made weekly, be sure to visit us often.” 

Unfortunately, it’s a promise that’s tough to keep. 
Revisits to many of these sites reveal no new information, or 
that no one has updated the site in any way for months, or 
longer. Disappointing, but one can understand. Anyone 
who’s been involved in producing a periodical under a dead- 
line knows, it ain’t easy. 

That this newsletter has maintained a flawless published 
schedule at such a high level of quality is vibrant testimony 
to the marvelous collation of unique, enabling subject mat- 
ter, knowledgeable members and contributors, and the com- 
mitment and tireless efforts of our editor. Amazing. The E- 
Sylum is well written, looks good and always informative. 

If there’s another timely, superb resource in numismatics 
as good as this one, I truly would like to know. 

The NBS web site suffers the sad fate of many other sites 
as outlined in Peter’s initial paragraph. It is rarely updated or 
expanded, except for the regular additions to The E-Sylum 
archive. When elections are held, it can take weeks to get the 
officers’ information updated. After our annual meetings at 
the American Numismatic Association convention, it can 
take equally as long to revise. Why is that? 


Well, part of the problem is that no one person is fully responsi- 
ble for its content. As the original webmaster, I created it and made 
updates as directed by the officers and Board. Today, updates are 
ably handled by our volunteer webmaster Bruce Perdue. But the 
information on the site is wide-ranging, and not produced or main- 
tained by any one individual. Like any Society, the NBS is governed 
by a group of several individuals, and human nature being what it is, 
the web site is rarely a focus of discussion. 

Of course, a web site can serve its purpose well without ever hav- 
ing to change much. It stays out of sight and out of mind until 
needed. But a newsletter with nothing new to say would be a 
tremendous annoyance, which brings us to the topic of just what it 
is that makes The E-Sylum successful. Part of its success can be attrib- 
uted to its founding principles. The newsletter wasn’t started on a 
whim — I had spent several weeks thinking about the project before 
starting, and developed several unwritten rules to live by, which 
have served well to this day. It’s time to articulate them. 


The Seven Commandments of The E-Sylum: 


One: Thou Shalt Have A Regular Publishing Schedule. 
Computer bulletin boards and automated mailing lists serve a 
definite purpose, but have many drawbacks. While it’s nice to have a 
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forum that pretty much runs itself, human nature usually sees to it 
that the end result is anarchy. At times, days or weeks may go by 
without any posts to an Internet forum, and then you get such fasci- 
nating exchanges as “Hello — is anybody there?,” followed by 
replies of the ilk, “I’m here — it’s been pretty quiet for a while.” 
“Yeah, it has.” Scintillating. At the other extreme, you can have 
times when the forum erupts into ceaseless chatter, some of which is 
often enlightening, but the majority of which is simply noise, mak- 
ing one long for the days of prolonged silence. To avoid these prob- 
lems, any newsletter must have a strict publishing schedule. In the 
case of The E-Sylum, I chose a weekly format. Why? A month seemed 
too long to go between issues, and daily was just too much work. A 
week I could handle, or so I thought at the time. This schedule rep- 
resented a significant speedup in the communication with NBS 
members as opposed to the quarterly Asylum publication schedule. 


Two: Thou Shalt Have a Human Editor. 

The other problem with automated forums is the lack of a 
human editor to exercise judgement and impart style and organiza- 
tion. Automated forums are lightening fast publishing tools, but all 
too often serve only to spew mindless prattle across the globe at the 
speed of light. The most vexing problem is due to the nature of e- 
mail communication — the default settings of the majority of e-mail 
programs out in the world today automatically append the entire 
text of the original message when using the Reply command. Fully 
99.9% of The E-Sylum submissions received are replies to the previ- 
ous week’s issue, and 99.9% of those include 100% of the previous 
week’s text as a quote. With The E-Sylum issues running several 
pages, could you imagine attempting to read one with several full 
copies of the previous issue sandwiched between new submissions? 
Several other e-mail digests I receive come in this format, and read- 
ing them is a real chore. Few would look forward to reading an 
E-Sylum issue with that problem. 


Three: Thou Shalt Deliver the Issue Directly to the Reader. 

In the Internet realm, this is known as “push” technology. In 
practical terms, it means delivering the content as an e-mail message 
rather than a web page. Again, this commandment is dictated by 
human nature — web sites are out of sight and out of mind. Unless 
the issue shows up regularly where readers are likely to see it, most 
will not go out of their way to find and read it elsewhere. 


Four: Thou Shalt Keep the Format as Simple as Possible. 

The Internet is a very diverse medium, and publishers must keep 
in mind the fact that readers can and will use a variety of means of 
access, from high-resolution graphics screens and high-bandwidth 
transmission lines down to simple text readers and clunky old dial- 
up connections. With wireless access, some readers could choose to 
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view their issue on a PDA (personal digital assistant) or cell phone 
screen. With all these choices available, for a publishing format to 
work universally, it must adhere to the lowest common denomina- 
tor. In this case, that means plain vanilla text messages limited to 
about 70 characters per line. No graphics. No sounds. Just plain, old- 
fashioned words. As a result of this simple format, even lengthy 
E-Sylum issues require very little disk space and download very 
quickly. Of course, there now are ways to spruce up an e-mail 
newsletter with color and small illustrations without taking up a lot 
of space. The American Numismatic Association’s new Money Mail 
electronic newsletter is an example of this — it looks beautiful, and 
is a great example of what can be done by a professional editor and 
graphic designer with the right tools. 


Five: Thou Shalt Supplement, Not Supplant, Existing Communication 
Media. 

The history of technology is riddled with predictions that the 
latest newfangled gizmo will replace the current favorite. While 
automobiles did wipe out equine transportation, television did not 
eliminate radio, and the Internet has not eliminated books and 
newspapers. Rather, the new technologies both changed and supple- 
mented the traditional media. The E-Sylum was never intended to 
replace The Asylum, and it has not and will not. The E-Sylum is effec- 
tive in getting announcements out to the NBS membership in a 
timely manner, and it is an ideal forum for short items and queries 
relating to our organization and hobby. But longer, well-researched 
and illustrated articles of the type at home here in The Asylum are 
not appropriate for The E-Sylum, and never will be. Similarly, the 
simple, text-based E-Sylum will never supplant other numismatic 
publications, be they printed books and periodicals or web sites. 


Six: Thou Shalt Make Writers out of Your Readers. 

This is what I call the “Tom Sawyer whitewashing the fence” 
rule, recalling how Mark Twain’s protagonist talked friends into 
doing a chore for him by convincing them how much fun it was to 
paint a fence. This is only possible due to two things: (1) the fact 
that numismatic literature and research really is fun, and (2) the 
immediacy of e-mail — since it’s very easy to hit that reply button 
and submit a few lines of comment, readers do it regularly. Another 
happy coincidence is that The E-Sylum’s readership ranks include a 
Who’s Who of numismatic luminaries across the U.S. and the world. 
Whatever question comes up, it’s likely that one of our readers 
knows the answer, or better yet, was there in person thirty years ago 
when the event in question happened. When people like Eric 
Newman, Dick Johnson and Dave Bowers are among your readers, 
anything is possible. This maxim was merely a hope when I began 
The E-Sylum. 1 knew I couldn’t count on anyone but myself in get- 
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ting each week’s issue out the door, and fretted over whether I’d 
have enough material for weekly issues. But that’s never been a 
problem. One more thing to like about electronic publishing is that 
there are no space or layout constraints. If five new submissions 
arrive at the last moment, no worries — there’s always room for 
more. Early issues were about a page of material when printed, but 
I’m told typical issues run several pages or more these days. I would- 
n’t know — in six years I’ve never printed one out. 


Seven: Thou Shalt Not Be a Commerical Vehicle. 

The NBS Board agreed with my recommendation that the e-mail 
list not be used for direct commercial purposes — we would not pub- 
lish buy and sell requests for numismatic literature. Frankly, had the 
Board wanted to allow that, they would have had to come up with a 
new editor; I had no desire to edit classified ad copy, and didn’t 
want to fill the issue with text only a small number of readers would 
care to read. This maxim is related to number five — other forums 
and dealers exist to serve commercial purposes, and we had no rea- 
son to step on their territory. We do allow occasional exceptions to 
this rule, but only in certain circumstances, such as when the item 
sought is needed for numismatic research. 

As described in the fourth issue (September 29, 1998), appropri- 
ate material includes: 


e all NBS organization news 

¢ numismatic literature publication announcements 

¢ numismatic literature research project requests 

e¢ announcements of numismatic literature auctions, mail bid 
sales, and fixed price lists 

e information about other collector organizations as it relates 
to numismatic literature. 


The E-Sylum Discovers Itself 


As mentioned above, what came to be known as The E-Sylum was 
originally intended to serve fairly narrow needs of the NBS organiza- 
tion. But the power of the medium became apparent early on as the 
publication morphed into a broader role, addressing not just numis- 
matic literature, but numismatic research in general. It was also con- 
venient to include mentions of numismatic articles appearing in the 
general press. By the early issues of the 2000 volume most of the ele- 
ments seen in today’s E-Sylums are present: new publication 
announcements, research requests, comments and stories from read- 
ers, new or amusing stories relating to numismatics, the occasional 
editorial comment or “quick quiz”, and the featured web site. The 
E-Sylum has also managed to break a few important stories, which 
later in the week appeared in the mainstream numismatic press. 

One thing The E-Sylum did not become was a forum for literature 


276 SUMMER 2004 * THE ASYLUM 


collectors to discuss their newest acquisitions. On several occasions | 
invited readers to do this, but had few takers. 1 had hoped that the 
convenience of e-mail would encourage people to share their acqui- 
sitions in a “Show and Tell” format. No such luck. Since subscribers 
are so willing to write on other topics, I’ve had a hard time under- 
standing why this is. The best explanation I’ve come up with is that 
the majority of us are reluctant to discuss an item because we fear it 
isn’t rare enough, valuable enough, significant enough or interesting 
enough to risk boring their fellow readers. And those who do acquire 
truly rare, valuable, significant and interesting items are often too 
modest to flaunt them. 

Another thing The E-Sylum did not become is a forum for build- 
ing and publicizing the NBS web site. As discussed above, the web 
site rarely changes, and only a few people, such as Larry Mitchell 
and Tom Fort have provided new material for the site. But with all 
E-Sylum issues being archived on the web site, the end result is that 
it automatically gets new content weekly. Over time we have devel- 
oped quite a repository of numismatic knowledge, all available for 
the public to review at no cost. So in a backward manner, The 
E-Sylum has met this goal after all. 

Although The E-Sylum is a publication in what was at the time an 
entirely new medium for its audience, it is really nothing new under 
the sun. One of my favorite sources for contemporary accounts of 
18th century numismatics is The Gentleman’s Magazine of London. 
Begun in 1731, it is considered the first modern magazine and was 
the most influential periodical of the eighteenth century. Reviews of 
contemporary books and news accounts were regular features, as 
were letters from readers which sometimes amounted to lengthy 
articles on a wide range of subjects by the most learned men of the 
day. In America, another favorite numismatic source is The Historical 
Magazine, begun in 1857, a scholarly journal devoted to historical 
research and criticism, which exhibits some of the same properties. 
The E-Sylum is similar to these publications in several ways, but at its 
most basic it serves as a means of both formal and informal commu- 
nication among far-flung devotees of the subject, with an immediate 
flavor of the times. It’s like listening in on the conversations of hun- 
dreds of today’s numismatic personalities at a giant weekly gab ses- 
sion. Perhaps in years to come researchers will look back on The E- 
Sylum as a ready source of contemporary accounts of the state of 
numismatic research in the early 21st century. But all that matters 
right now is that the forum is a useful and entertaining way to keep 
in touch with our fellow numismatic bibliophiles and researchers. 


American Numismatic Pioneers: 
An Index to Sources 


by Pete Smith 


In numismatics, we appreciate those who came before and pre- 
served items we now collect. What marks the difference between an 
early numismatist we remember and another who is forgotten? The 
answer is simple and obvious. We remember those names that 
appear in our literature. 

Some of us research pedigrees of rare coins, past owners and the 
dealers who handled these coins. Some look for buyer’s names in old 
sale catalogs. Some study the authors of pioneering works or the cat- 
alogues of pioneering collectors. 

One fundamental concept when associating an individual with 
an event is to confirm that the individual was active during the 
appropriate period. Often it is difficult or impossible to confirm the 
date of birth or death of a numismatist found in our literature. This 
study is an attempt to help associate individuals with their times. 

This is a listing of persons prominent in American numismatics 
prior to the U.S. centennial in 1876. The definition of “prominent” 
translates as “having their name in print.” This is not intended to 
provide complete information, but is rather a directory to other 
sources where information may be found. 

First are listed the known eighteenth-century numismatists. The 
few American collectors were interested in classic ancient coins or 
coins of their mother country and showed an emerging interest in 
our colonial era coinage. 

The second period covers 1800 through 1857. In his book on 
American Numismatics before the Civil War, David Bowers estimated 
there were 100 to 200 collectors in New York City around 1857 with 
a thousand or more around the country. Only a small fraction of 
these are known today. 

The final period covers 1858 through 1875S. The transition from 
large cents to small cents sparked an interest in collecting our obso- 
lete coinage. The first references in American numismatics appeared 
in print. The variety of Civil War money substitutes created more 
collector interest. By the time of our centennial, coin collecting was 
well established and the pioneering period was over. The end of cov- 
erage by Attinelli seems appropriate for the end of this study. 

Our final listing is for the pioneering dealers who provided an 
orderly transition of ownership. Early dealers handled coins along 
with other antiques or curiosities. By 1876, it was possible to make a 
living as a full time dealer. 

Many of the listed players were not significant to the hobby but 
are included only because they did something to get their name in 
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print. Probably others with significant collections go unrecognized. 

The sources listed below are generally available to collectors and 
researchers. Probably other names appear in correspondence, pro- 
ceedings of societies, scarce club histories or other references that are 
difficult to find for study. 

Articles have been written on some of these numismatists and 
books on others. Perhaps any one of these could be the topic for 
another writer. While these sources may be a start there are probably 
other references to supplement the sources listed. 

This is a small beginning. If there is sufficient interest, NBS 
members may submit additional sources and lists of names for future 
publication in The Asylum. 


Sources 


[Ad] Adelson, Howard L. The American Numismatic Society 1858-1958 
(New York, 1958). 
The centennial history of the ANS with lists of officers and discussion 
of prominent members. 


[At] Attinelli, Emanuel Joseph. A Bibliography of American Numismatic 
Auction Catalogues 1828-1875 (Lawrence, 1976). 
First published in 1876, this is a listing of early catalogues with a few 
brief biographies. Some sales have little numismatic significance. 
Attinelli arranged for catalogues to be printed for some previous sales. 
Fixed price lists in part II (pages 75-101) are not indexed. 


[Bn] Bourne, Remy. Fixed Price Lists & Premium Paid For Lists of United 


States Coin Dealers 1822-1900 (Minneapolis, 1988). 
Listings and illustrations of price lists. 


[B1] Bowers, Q. David. American Numismatics before the Civil War 
1760-1860 (Wolfeboro, 1998). 
The story of Augustus B. Sage woven with others from the era. 
Includes founding members of Philadelphia Numismatic Society, page 
81, also B2 page 22. 


Bowers, Q. David. The Rare Silver Dollars Dated 1804 and the 
Exciting Adventure of Edmund Roberts. (Wolfeboro, 1999). 
Discussion of early numismatics with emphasis on the 1804 dollar. 
Some names in text are not in index. Includes founding members of 
Boston Numismatic Society, page 373. 


[B2 


— 


[C] Crosby, Sylvester Sage. Early Coins of America (Boston, 1875). 
Includes a list of subscribers. Some were friends and relatives of Crosby 
with no other known connection to numismatics. The list includes the 
few women who appear in this article. 


[F] Frossard, Ed. Numisma (Irvington, 1877-1891) 
An early dealer newsletter with business ads and discussion of current 
sales. 


[G] Gengerke, Martin. American Numismatic Auctions, vol. 3: 


THE ASYLUM * SUMMER 2004 279 


Consignors (n.p., 1987). 
Listing of consignors to numismatic auctions. 


[M] Mason, Ebenezer Locke. “Mason’s Photographic Gallery of the 
Coin Collectors of the United States” Mason’s Coin & Stamp 
Collector’s Magazine February, 1869. 

Includes the prominent collectors known to Mason. Many do not 
appear in any other source. 


[O] Orosz, Joel J. The Eagle That is Forgotten (Wolfeboro, 1988). 
The story of Pierre Eugene Du Simitiére with references to other 18th 
century collectors. 


(R] Rulau, Russell. Standard Catalog of United States Tokens 1700-1900 
(lola, 1994). 
Listings of tokens including brief biographical information and 
addresses of early dealers. 
[S] Smith, Pete. American Numismatic Biographies (Rocky River, 1992). 
Brief biographies of 1400 people involved with American numismatics 
up to the present. 


[St] Stickney, Matthew. “More About the 1804 Dollar,” American 
Journal of Numismatics 2 (1867), 
Includes a list of “Amateurs of Coins.” Fortunately, the text is included 
in B2, page 350. 


I. American Collectors Prominent Before 1800 


Andrews, John, Boston, MA [B1] 
Hardware merchant, collector of New England silver coins. 


Baker, Gardiner ( d. 1798), New York City [B1, B2] 
Manager of Tammany Museum, sold out to Scudder’s Museum. 
Bentley, William (Rev), Salem, MA [B1] 
Author of diaries quoted in The Numismatist. 
Clarkson, Matthew [B1, O] 
Mayor of Philadelphia, buyer of Du Simitiére cabinet of coins and 
medals. 


Curwin, Samuel (1715-1802), Salem, MA [B1] 
Merchant, collector of ancients. 


Du Simitiére, Pierre Eugene (1737-1784), Philadelphia [B1, O, S] 
Founder of American Museum, subject of book by Dr. Joel Orosz. 
Eliot, Andrew (Rev) (1718-1778) Boston, MA [B1, O] 
Pastor of Old North Church, collector circa 1767. 
Fowle, D., Boston, MA [At] 
Author of a small early work on currency values in 17S0. 
James, (Major), Philadelphia, PA [B1, O] 
Collector of ancient coins. 


Kunze, John Christopher (Rev) (1744-1807), New York City [O] 
Collector who donated to New-York Historical Society. 
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Logan, William [O] 
Buyer of coins from Du Simitiére, John Smith’s nephew. 
Peale, Charles Willson (1741-1827), Philadelphia, PA [B1, O, S] 
Founder of museum with various collections. 
Smith, John (1722-1771), Burlington, NJ [B1, O] 
Collector who sold coins to Du Simitiére. 


II. American Collectors Prominent 1800-1857 


Adams, Henry Sewell, Boston, MA [At, B1, C, G] 
Collector circa 1860, sold to Parmelee. 


Ashmead, C.C. [B2, St] 
On Stickney’s 1867 list of “Amateurs of coins.” 


Bach, Robert E., Brooklyn, NY [At, B1, B2, G] 
Began collecting in 1820’s, collection sold to Woodward for 1865 
auction. 
Bache, Alexander Dallas (1806-1867) [B1, B2] 
Descendent of Benjamin Franklin, began collecting about 1829. 
Bogert, Henry, New York City [Ad, At, B1, G, S] 
1858 member of ANS, collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1859. 
Borg, Louis [At, G] 
Consul of France, collection of medals sold at auction by Leeds in 
1867. 
Brady, Henry Austin (d. 1854) [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1855. 
Bushnell, Charles Ira (1826-1880), New York City [Ad, B1, C, G, S] 
Author of An Arrangement of Tradesmen’s Cards..., sale in 1882. 


Chambers, Harmon A., Carbondale, PA [At] 
Issued catalog of collection in 1855. 
Cohen, Joshua I. (1801-1870), Baltimore, MD [S] 
Collection of colonial paper money sold at auction in 1930. 
Cohen, Mendes I. (1796-1879), Baltimore, MD [At, C, G, S] 
Banker, collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1875S. 
Colburn, Jeremiah (1815-1891), Boston, MA [Ad, At, C, G, S] 
Began collecting in 1830s, founding member of Boston Numismatic 
Society in 1860, collection sold in 1863 by Woodward. 
Cooper, Camden, NJ [B2, St] 
On Stickney’s 1867 list of “Amateurs of coins.” 
Cooper, Joseph B., Newton County, NJ [B2] 
Farmer, collector of “curious coins.” 
Coxe, John Rodman, M.D., Philadelphia, PA [B2] 
Professor at University of Pennsylvania, collector of copper coins. 
Davenport, Henry, Boston, MA [B2, C] 
Collector in 1830s, Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, 
member Boston Numismatic Society. 
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David [B2, St] 
Incorrect listing for Davids; on Stickney’s 1867 list of “Amateurs of 
Coins.” 


Davids, Richard W., Philadelphia, PA [B1] 
Member Philadelphia Numismatic Society. 


Dickeson, Montroville Wilson (1810-1882), Philadelphia, PA [At, B1, 
B2, G, M, S] 
Physician, archaeologist, lecturer, author of early encyclopedia. 
Dogget, John Jr. [At, G] 
Named collection (few coins) sold at auction in 1852. 
DuBois, William E. [At, G] 
Author of A Manual of Gold and Silver Coins of All Nations, named 
sale in 1918. 


Eckfeldt, Adam, Philadelphia, PA [B1, S] 
Established U.S. Mint cabinet of coins in 1838. 


Felt, Joseph Barlow (Dr) (1789-1869), Salem, MA [At, B1, B2, S] 
Author of An Historical Account of Massachusetts Currency in 1839. 


Fisher, Joshua Francis (1808-1873), Philadelphia [B1, B2] 
Collector mentioned in Norton’s Literary Letter in 1859. 
Flandin, Peter (Pierre), New York City [At, B2, G] 
Listed as a collector circa 1822-27, collection sold at auction by 
Bangs in 1855. 
Frost, Adolph, Philadelphia, PA [B1] 
Author of 1856 book on coin mottos. 


Furman, Gabriel (1800-1854) [At, G] 
Judge, state legislator, antiquarian, collection sold in 1849. 


Gilmor, Robert Jr. (1774-1848), Baltimore, MD [At, B2, S] 
Collector with connections (Adam Eckfeldt) at the Philadelphia 
Mint. 

Groux, Daniel E. [At, B1, G, S] 
Author of Numismatic History of the United States promoted but not 
published, offered collection by lottery in 1855. 


Hall, James, Allentown, PA [B1] 
Bought collection of Bishop Hoffel in 1830s. 


Hamilton, Edward B. Wynn [B2, St] 
On Stickney’s 1867 list of “Amateurs of coins.” 

Hickox, John Howard (1832-1879), Albany, NY [Ad, At, B1, S] 
Author of A Historical Account of American Coinage in 1858. 


Hoffel, Bishop (or Huffel), Bethlehem, PA [B1] 
Sold collection to James Hall and Jacob Wolle in 1830s. 

Hone, Philip (1780-1851), New York City [AU pre ban | 
Merchant, Mayor of NYC 1825-26, collection sold by Ludlow in 
1852. 

Ingraham, Edward Duffield (1793-1854) [At, G] 
Collection in several sales in 1854. 
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Jewett, Ezekiel (1791-1877), Utica, NY [B1] 
Began collecting in 1826, collection sold at auction in 1879. 

Mason, W.G. [B2, St] 
On Stickney’s 1867 list of “Amateurs of coins.” 

McAllister, John A. Jr. [B1] 
Author of documentary letter on 1844 interview with Adam 
Eckfeldt. 

McAllister, John M., Buffalo, NY [At, G] 
Magician “Wizard of the North” with collection sold at auction in 
1873. (Sorting out the two McAllisters involved extensive research 
by Carl Herkowitz, Joel Orosz and Pete Smith.) 

Mease, James (Dr) (1771-1846), Philadelphia, PA [B1, B2] 
Collector of medals; author of first articles published in the U.S. on 
coins and medals. 

Mickley, Joseph Jacob (1799-1878), Philadelphia, PA [Ad, B1, B2, C, 
G,M, S] 
Began collecting around 1816 in search for cent from birth year, in 
several sales. 

Miller, Matthew T., Philadelphia, PA [At] 
Author of The Coins of the World in 1849. 

Moore, Michael, New York City [B1, B2] 
Collection sold to James Thomson in 1832. 

Morris, Jacob Giles (1800-1854), Philadelphia, PA [B2, St] 
Died on Arctic, uncle of Richard Wistar Davids, mentioned by 
Stickney in 1867. 


Muhlenberg, Henry Augustus (1782-1854), Reading, PA [At, B1, B2, 
St] 


, 


Began collecting around 1835, collection of ancient coins sold at 
auction in 1863. 


Nichols, John H. (1811-?) [At, B1] 
Son of auctioneer and 1828 buyer at Watkins sale. 

Norton, Charles B. [At, B1, G] 
Publisher of Norton’s Literary Letter, small collection sold by Leeds in 
1858. 


Norton, Frank Henry (1836-1921), New York City [Ad, At, B1, G, S] 
1858 member of ANS, recording secretary, collection sold by Bangs 
in 1858. 


Perry, Matthew Galbraith (1794-1858) [B1, B2, S] 
Naval hero, collection passed to his daughter. 
Reeve, John [B2, St] 
On Stickney’s 1867 list of “Amateurs of coins.” 


Riddell, John Leonard, New Orleans, LA [At, B1] 
Melter & Refiner at New Orleans Mint, author of A Monograph on 
the Silver Dollar in 1845. 


Robbins Hartford, CN [B2, St] 
Uncle of Stickney, mentioned by Stickney in 1867. 
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Roper, Lewis (Dr) (d. 1850) [At, B1, G. St] 
The first sale known with prices and buyer’s names. 


Scrymgeour, James [At] 
Collection with two lots of coins sold in 1851. 

Spier, Charles (Dr), Visalia, CA [B1] 
In 1873, “the oldest living and most successful numismatist in the 
world.” 


Stearns, William Gordon, Boston, MA [B2] 
Collector after 1830, founding member of Boston Numismatic 
Society. 


Stickney, Matthew Adams (1805-1894), Salem, MA [B1, B2, C, S] 
Began collecting about 1823, traded for 1804 dollar, collection sold 
in 1907. 

Thompson, James [At, B2, G] 
Author of Coin Chart Manual, collection sold at auction in 1848. 


Thomson, James [B2} 
Bought collection of Michael Moore in 1832. 


Thornton, James, New York City [B2] 
Collector circa 1822-27. 
Varden, John, Washington, DC [B2] 
Exhibited coins in 1829. 
Wainwright, Jonathan Mayhew (1792-1854) [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1854. 
Warden, D.B. [At, G] 
Collection with medals sold at auction in 1846. 
Watkins, Benjamin (1753-1828), Salem, MA [At, B1, G, O] 
Collection sold at auction in 1828, the first listed in Attinelli. 
Watkins, Tobias (Dr) (1780-1855), Washington, DC [B2] 
Member of Columbian Institute, donated coins in 1825. 
Wheatland, Dr. Henry, Salem, MA [At] 
Contributor to Attinelli. 
Wolle, Jacob, Bethlehem, PA [B1] 
Bought collection of Bishop Hoffel in 1830s. 


Wright, Charles Cushing (1796-1854), New York City [B2, S] 
Engraver and collector circa 1830. 


III. American Collectors Prominent 1858-1875 


Abrahams, John J. (Dr) [At, B1, G] 
Named collection sold at auction in 1865. 


Adams, Charles Francis, Quincy, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Adams, Phineas. Manchester, NH [B1] 
Collection including 1804 dollar sold by Haseltine in 1883. 


Allen, Jonathan, Alfred, NY [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
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Anderson, William, New York City [Ad, F, G] 
Member New York Numismatic Society, buyer at Stenz sale, collec- 
tion sold in 1877. 
Anthon, Charles Edward (1822-1883), New York City [Ad, At, C, G] 
President of ANS in 1967 and 1868-70, five sales 1879-84. 
Applegate, J. Henry Jr., San Francisco, CA [Ad, C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Appleton, S.L., Georgetown, DC [G] 
Consigned to Haseltine sale of 1876. 
Appleton, William Sumner (1840-1903), Boston, MA [Ad, B2, C, G] 
Founding member of Boston Numismatic Society in 1860. 
Athole, George C. (Rev) [Ad, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Low in 1885. 
Atkinson, Asher T. (Dr) [Ad, B1] 
Druggist, 1858 member of ANS 
Attinelli, Emmanuel Joseph (1832-1895) [At, F G] 
Author of Numisgraphics in 1876, reprinted as A Bibliography of 
American Numismatic Auction Catalogues, dealer in rare books, collec- 
tion in sales 1863-64. 
Aulick, J. Wily, Washington, DC [C, G] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, collection sold by 
Cogan in 1883. 
Aulick, R.V. (Dr) [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1873. 


Babcock, M.L. [At, G] 


Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1865. 
Bacon, Mary Ann [At, G] 

Collection sold at auction in 1863. 
Bagley, John J., Detroit, MI [C] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Bailey, James Muhlenberg, New York City [Ad, B1] 

1858 member of ANS, recording secretary 
Baker, John R., Philadelphia, PA [B1, C] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Baker, W.C., Morristown, NH [B1] 

Corresponded with Bushnell in 1855. 
Baker, William Spohn (1824-1897), Philadelphia, PA [B1, S] 

Author of Medallic Portraits of Washington. 
Balfour, David M., Boston, MA [Ad, C] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Balmano, Alexander, Brooklyn, NY [At, C, F, G] 
First vice-president of ANS 1879-80, collection sold by Haseltine in 
1873: 


Barnes, O.F., Mason, MI [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
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Barr, George L., Medford, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Barra, E.I. (E.J.) [At, G] 
Author of Something about Coins in 1863, collection sold at auction 
in 1865. 
Bartram, John [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1869. 


Bates, Thomas T., Traverse City, MI [C, G, M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869, collection sold 
at auction in 1880. 


Beebe, F.N., Columbus, OH [G] 
Consigned to Haseltine sale of 1876. 


Bell, Charles Henry (1823-1893), Exeter, NH [B1, C, G] 
Governor of New Hampshire, member Boston Numismatic Society 
collection sold 1895 

Bertsch [At, G] 
Contributor to sale by Woodward in 1865. 

Betts, Benjamin (1822-1908), Brooklyn, NY [Ad, At, C, G, S] 
President of ANS 1870-73, First vice-president of ANS 1869-70 and 
1873-74. 

Betts, Charles Willys (1845-1887), New York City [At, G, O, S] 
Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1863. 

Beveridge, D., New York City [B1] 

Buyer at Bogert sale. 

Bird, Frederick M. [At, B1, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1873, Steigerwalt in 1883, 
Low in 1908. 

Bishop, Edwin, New York City [B1] 
Collection sold at auction by Woodward in 1878. 

Bispham, Samuel A. (1796- ), Philadelphia, PA [G, S] 

Merchant, collection sold at auction by Chapmans in 1880 (first 
starred reverse cent). 

Blake, George Herbert [At, G] 

Collection sold at auction 1863-4. 

Bodey, C.N. [At, G] 

Collection sold at auction by Haseltine in 1872. 


Bohlen, John, Philadelphia, PA [B1, B2] 
Founding member of Philadelphia Numismatic Society in 1858. 


Bolen, John Adams (1826-1906), Springfield, MA [M, S] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 


Bond, L. Montgomery [At, G] 

Small collection sold at auction by Leavitt in 1870. 
Bond, Thomas Edward, Boston, MA [C] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Booth, Henry, Poughkeepsie, NY [C] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
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Boughton, Alfred, New York City [Ad, B1] 
1858 member of ANS. 


Brady, Oliver G. [B1] 
Engraver, 1859 member of ANS. 


Bramhall, William Leggett (d. 1903) [Ad, At, B1, G] 
Dry goods dealer, 1858 member of ANS, collection sold at auction 
1859-60. 

Brechemin, Louis [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Davis & Harvey in 1867. 


Brevoort, James Carson (1818-1887), Brooklyn, NY [At, C, G] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Brewer, Fisk P., New York City [Ad] 

Tutor at Yale, arranged Yale numismatic collection. 
Bridgens, William Henry [At, G] 

Die-sinker, collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1863. 


Brinley, Edward P. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Alfred S. Robinson in 1872. 


Brock, Robert Alonzo (1839-1914), Richmond, VA [B1, C] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Brooks, Henry Mason, Salem, MA [At, B1, G] 

Collection sold to Joseph Finotti, appeared in auction 1863 & 1866. 
Brown, Ammi Boston, MA [B1] 

Sold collection to Henry Mason Brooks. 
Brown, Mortimer S. New York City [Ad, B1] 

Baker, 1858 member of ANS. 
Brown, Nathan (Rev.) [At, G] 

A few lots sold at auction by Strobridge in 1863. 
Bryant, A.S., Springfield, MA [M] 

Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 
Burton, William E. [At, G] 

Comedian, collection sold at auction in 1860. 
Calder, John B., Providence, RI [C] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Caldwell, L.H., New York [M] 

Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 
Camp, E.M. [At, G] 

A few lots sold at auction by Banks in 1859. 
Campbell, John [At, G] 

Collection sold at auction by Haseltine in 1874. 
Capelle, William Curtis, Boston, MA [C] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Carhartt, C.W., Jackson, MI [M] 

Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 
Carnes, A.J. [At, G] 

Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1864. 
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Carnes, Lewis N., New York City [B1] 
Importer, 1859 member of ANS. 


Carrington, W.C., Richmond, VA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Carroll, Charles |G] 
Collection sold at auction by Gibson in 1864. 


Cauffman, Emil [At, G] 
Collection sold by Cogan in 1871. 


Chadbourne, Seth H. (b. 1836), Boston, MA [At, G] 
Bookkeeper, collection of American coins sold at auction in 1865S. 


Chambers, Robert B. [At, G] 
Collection sold by Leavitt at auction in 1865. 


Champion, Henry, New Haven, CT [Ad] 
Member of New Haven Numismatic Society in 1864. 
Chaplin, Charles, Boston, MA [At, B1, C] 
Printer, collection sold at auction in 1865 (see Gointoem Strong). 
Chesley, William H., Brooklyn, NY [B1] 
1858 member of ANS, subject of medal by Sage. 
Child, Dudley R., Boston, MA [C, G] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, collection sold by Low 
in 1908. 


Chilton, James R. (Dr) [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1865. 


Chubbuck, S.W. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1873. 


Clay, Dr. Charles [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Strobridge in 1871. 
Clayton, P. [B1] 
Buyer at Bangs sale in 1855. 
Clegg, James H. [B1] 
Wire worker and brushmaker, 1859 member of ANS. 
Cleneay, Thomas (d. 1887), Cincinnati, OH [C, G, S] 
Collection sold by Chapmans in 1890. 
Cleveland, Edmund Janes (1842-1902), Elizabeth, NJ [At, C, G, S] 
Collection sold by Cogan in 1872, Low in 1903. 
Clogston, William, Springfield, MA [G, M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869, sale by 
Woodward in 1881. 
Coffin, Arthur G., Philadelphia, PA [B2] 
Founding member of Philadelphia Numismatic Society in 1858. 
Coffin, F.E. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1865S. 
Collet, Mark Wilkes M.D., Philadelphia, PA [B1, B2] 
Founding member of Philadelphia Numismatic Society in 1858, 
developed American scale for measuring medals, died in Civil War. 
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Collins, G.T. (Dr) [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1866. 


Corner, William H. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Leavitt in 1866. 


Cory, Barney, Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’ s Early Coins of America. 


Cory, Edwin F. [B1] 
1858 member of ANS. 


Cram, George W., Norwalk, CT [C, F, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Strobridge in 1877. 


Creamer, George G., Salem, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Cristalar, A.M. [At] 
Poorly catalogued collection sold at auction in 1874. 


Crosby, Samuel Trevett, Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 

Crosby, Sylvester Sage (1831-1914), Cambridge, MA [B1, B2, G, S] 
Author of Early Coins of America, collection sold by Haseltine in 
1883. 


Crosby, William, Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Cummings, Edward S., New York City [Ad, B1] 
Musician, 1859 member of ANS. 
Davis, C.H., Troy, NY [B1, M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 
Davis, George B. [At, B1, G] 
Collection of Civil War tokens sold at auction by Bangs in 1869. 
Davis, George L. (1828-1890), Lawrence, MA [G, S 
Textile maker, collection locked in vault until 1953, sold by Stacks 
in 1954. 
Davis, Joseph Alba, Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Davis, Robert Coulton (1813-1888), Philadelphia, PA [C, G, M, S] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869, collection sold 
1890. 


Dawley, Joseph E., Boston, MA [At, C, G] 

Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1865S. 
Deakin, Walter [At, G] 

Collection sold at auction by Scott in 1867. 
dePeyster, Frederick J., New York City [Ad] 

First Vice-President of ANS 1875-76. 


de Peyster, John Watts (General), New York City [Ad] 
First Vice-President of ANS in 1875, author of Medals and Coins of 
Carausius. 
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Dodge, Robert J., New York City [Ad, B1, S] 
Engineer, President of ANS 1858-64. 
Dunn, John P. [B1] 
Buyer at early sales. 
Dwenger, H.G. [At, G] 
Named collection sold at auction in 1860. 


Earle, James, New York City [Ad] 
Member of New York Numismatic Society. 


Edwards, Francis Smith (Dr) (1826-1865), New York City [At, G, S] 
Physician, producer of copies, vice-president of New York 
Numismatic Society, collection sold 1865. 


Eddy, James (Rev) [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Leonard in 1866. 


Edwards, Ernest, Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Ely, Heman (1820-1894), Elyria, OH [C, G, S] 
Banker, collection sold at auction by Woodward in 1884. 


Emerson, R.S., Westfield, NY [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 


Emery, J. Osborn [At, G] 
Collection bought by Woodward and sold at auction in 1864. 


Emery, James, Jr., Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Endicott, Charles, Detroit, MI [Ad, B1, C] 
1858 corresponding member of ANS. 


English, Charles Jr., Camden, NJ [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 

English, Thomas Dunn (1819-1902), New York City [Ad, Bl] 
Author, 1858 member of ANS. 

Ezekiel, Henry Clay, Cincinnati, OH [C, G] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, collection in several 
sales. 

Farmer, E.J. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1869. 


Farrier, George H. [G] 
Collection of ancients and medals sold by Bangs in 1876. 


Fay, Albert W., Syracuse, NY [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Fellows, Charles Sumner, Chicago, IL [At, C, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1869. 

Ferry, F.W., Bethel, CT [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 


Feuardent, Gaston L., New York City [Ad] 
Dealer in antiquities, member of ANS. 
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Fewsmith, William A., Philadelphia, PA [At, C, G, S] 
Collection sold at auction by Mason in 1870. 


Field, Edward M. (Dr) [At] 
Collection bought by Woodward and sold at auction in 1863. 


Finotti, Joseph Maria (Rev) (1817-1879) [At, B2, G] 
Catholic priest, collection sold at auction by Woodward, member 
Boston Numismatic Society. 
Fiske, Daniel W., New York City [B1] 
1858 member of ANS. 
Fitch, Caroline M., Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Fleury, Paul E. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1862. 


Folwell, N.C., Philadelphia, PA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 


Foote, Charles B. [At, G] 
Collection sold by Cogan in 1859 with catalogue printed later. 
Foskett, James D. [Ad, At, B1, G] 
1858 member of ANS, collection sold by Sage in 1859. 
Fowler [At] 
One lot of 73 coins sold for 73 cents in 1865. 
Frederick, Montgomery L., Philadelphia, PA [B2] 
Founding member of Philadelphia Numismatic Society in 1858. 
Frederickson, Charles W. [At] 
Sale with one coin in 1871. 
Fulton, Samuel H., Philadelphia, PA [B1, B2] 
Founding member of Philadelphia Numismatic Society in 1858. 
Furman, Charles M. [At, G] 
Collection sold by Strobridge in 1872. 
Gale, Gabriel N.B., Albany, NY [B1] 
1858 corresponding member of ANS. 
Gallagher, Benjamin J., New York City [At, B1, G] 
Janitor, collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1869. 
Garrett, Thomas Harrison (1849-1888), Baltimore, MD [S] 
Banker, formed large collection passed to son Robert. 
Gay, Joseph E., New York City [Ad, At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Leavitt in 1875. 
Gersten, Conrad [G] 
Collection sold by Strobridge 1872-73. 
Gibbs, Isaac Hands, New York City [Ad, B1, S] 
Druggist, 1858 member of ANS. 
Gilman, Marcus D., Montpelier, VT [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Glosser, Jacob [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1860. 
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Glover, John R., Brooklyn, NY [B1, G] 
1859 member of ANS, collection sold by Low in 1898. 


Gooch, John A., Biddeford, ME [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Gorham, William H., Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Gorringe, Henry Honeychurch (1841-1885) [Ad] 
Explorer who brough Cleopatra’s Needle to NYC, member of ANS. 


Graham, J. Lorimer, Jr. (d. 1876), New York City [B1] 
Banker, 1859 member of ANS. 


Gratz, Simon (1838-1925) [At, G] 
Collection sold by Cogan in 1859 with catalog printed later. 


Green, Dr. Samuel Abbott, M.D. (1830-1919), Boston, MA [Ad] 
President of Boston Numismatic Society. 


Greenwood, Isaac John, New York City [Ad, B1] 
Druggist, 1859 member of ANS. 


Griscom, J.H. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1865. 


Groh, Edward (1837-1905), New York City [Ad, At, B1, G, S] 
Founding member of ANS, collection sold by Low in 1905. 


Gronberg, M.G. [B1] 
Bought cents at Levick sale. 


Hagadorn, Francis T. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Haseltine in 1874. 
Haines, Benjamin [At, G, S] 
Merchant and antiquarian, collection included in several sales. 


Haines, Ferguson, Biddeford, ME [G] 
Collector of U.S. large cents, collection in several sales 1876-1899. 


Halliwell, J.R. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Cogan in 1871. 


Hanna, John [Ad] 
Officer of ANS. 


Harpel, Oscar Henry, Cincinnati, OH [At, G] 

Issued 1861 FPL, collection sold at auction in 1866. 
Harrison, A.J. [At, B1, G| 

Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1863. 
Harsen, Jacob [At] (as Hansen in G) 

Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1864. 
Hart, Henry O., New York City [Ad, At, B1] 

Organizing member of ANS but not active. 


Hatch, Almond L., New York City [B1] 
Accountant, 1858 member of ANS. 


Haussler, Joseph, Hoosick Falls, NY [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
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Heaton, Samuel, Plattskill, NY [B1] 
1867 member of ANS. 
Hewitt, Alfred [At, B1, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1860. 
Hewitt, Robert Jr. [Ad, B1, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1862, Elder in 1914. 
Hill, M. (Rev) [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1863. 
Hocker, J., Philadelphia, PA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 
Hodge, J. Ledyard, Philadelphia, PA [At, B1, G] 
Collector of tokens, convicted of embezzlement, collection sold in 
1871. 
Hoffman, Francis S. [At, G] 
Collection bought by Woodward and sold at auction in 1866. 
Holland, Henry W., Cambridge, MA [C, G] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, collection sold by 
Woodward in 1878. 


Holley, E. McK [At, G] 
Small groups of coins in several sales. 


Homes, Henry A., Albany, NY [At] 
Author of early book on medals in 1863. 


Howland, Rufus, Greefield, MA [C] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Hughes, J.D., Chicago, IL [C] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Hunter, Alfred S. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1863. 


Ilsley, Ferdinand I. [At, G] 
Collection sold by Strobridge in 1876. 
Ilsley, Francis I. [At, G] 
Collection included in sales for 1864 and 186S. 
Jacobs, G.W. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1869. 
Jacobs, J.W. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1864 with catalogue printed later. 
James, F.H. M.D., Lancaster, NY [B1, C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Jansen, Stanislaus [At] 
Few coins sold at auction in 1871. 
Jaudon, Frank, New York City [Ad, B1] 
Treasurer of ANS 1859 to 1864, subject of medal by se 
Jenison, Orien Austin, Lansing, MI [C, G] 
Subscriber to Crosby’ s Early Coins of America, collection sold by 
Woodward in 1881. 
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Jenks, Abram S., Philadelphia, PA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Jenks, John Story (1839-1923), Philadelphia, PA [G, S] 
Collector after 1850, large catalogue of sale by Henry Chapman in 
19213 
Jenks, William J., Philadelphia, PA [B1, C, G, M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869, collection in 
several sales. 
Jester, William T.R., Philadelphia, PA [G, M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869, collection sold 
in 1914. 
Jewell, John M. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1863. 
Johnson, A.H., Springfield, MA [G, M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869, collection sold 
in 1922. 
Johnson, J. Augustus [G] 
Collection sold by Stronridge in 1876. 
Johnson, W.F., Boston, MA [C, G] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, collection sold 1897- 
09: 
Jones, D., Philadelphia, PA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Jones, George F., Philadelphia, PA [At, M] 
Author of Coin Collector’s Manual, shown on “Mason’s Photographic 
Gallery.” 
Jones, Justin, Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Junghams, Charles A. [At] (as Junghanns in G) 
Collection sold by broadside in 1863. 
King, E. Sr. [At, G] 
Collection offered by auction in 1872 but most bought back. 
King, John [At, G] 
Collection offered at auction in 1864 but withdrawn. 
King, William [At, B1, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1861. 
Klein, Francis Joseph (b. 1812), New York City [At, G] 
Watchmaker and jeweler, his attempt to make a profit on coins was 
unsuccessful. 
Knight, Francis H., Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Koppel, Joseph C., New York City [B1] 
1858 member of ANS. 
Lamb, William Eliot, Boston, MA [At, B2, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1861, founding member 
Boston Numismatic Society. 
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Landry, N., San Francisco, CA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 


Lathrop, Charles D. [At, G] 

Collection sold at auction in 1874. 

Lawrence, Theophilus W., Brooklyn, NY [Ad, B1] 
Book dealer, founder of ANS. 

Leathe, Frank [Ad] 

ANS Librarian 1865-66. 

Leavitt, J.P. [At, G] 

Collection sold at auction by Cogan in 1863. 

Lee, Francis H., Salem, MA [C] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 

Leveridge, C.A. [At, G] 

Low value collection sold by Bangs in 1873-74. 

Levick, Joseph N.T. (1828-1908) [Ad, At, B1, G, S] 

Banker, Treasurer of ANS 1867-74, collection in several sales 1859- 
1908. 

Lewis, Winslow M.D. (1799-1875), Boston, MA [B1, B2, G] 
Founding member of Boston Numismatic Society in 1860, subject 
of medal by Sage. 

Lightbody, Colin [At, G] 

Collection sold at auction by Cogan in 1866. 
Lighthouse, John C. (1844-1909), Rochester, NY [G, S] 
Maker of leather goods, began collecting in 1860, collection sold in 
1936. 
Lilliendahl, William A. [At, B1, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1862-65. 
Linchland, L. [At, G] 
Collection included in Strobridge sale in 1863. 
Lincoln, Charles B., Hartford, CT [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 

Littlefield, Marcellus, Woburn, MA [C, M] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, on “Mason’s 
Photographic Gallery.” 

Lloyd, H.W., Philadelphia, PA [M] 

Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 

Loder, E. [At, G] 

Contributed to sales in 1874. 

Lossing, Benson John (1813-1891), Dover, NY [B1] 

Historian, author of Lossing’s Complete History of the United States, 
1858 honorary member of ANS. 

Lousada, The Marquis [B1] 

1858 member of ANS. 

Mackenzie, Mortimer, Livingston New York City [At, B1, C, G, S] 
In the shipping trade, collection sold at auction by Cogan in 1869. 
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Maguire, F.P. [At] (as J. P. McGuire in G) 
Collection sold at auction by Leavitt in 1870. 


Marcou, Jules (1824-1898) Cambridge, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Marean, Charles Baltimore, MD [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Maris, Edward (1832-1900) Philadelphia, PA [C, G, S] 
Physician, author of books on 1794 cents and New Jersey coppers. 
Markgrass [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Cogan in 1874. 
Martense, John (d. 1862) [At, Ba] 
Friend of Lorenzo Abbey and Augustus B. Sage. 
Martin, Thomas, Philadelphia, PA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 
Marvin, William Theophilis Rogers (1832-1913), Boston, MA 


, , 


Printer and publisher of AJN, collection sold by Woodward in 1881. 


Mason, George B., New York City [At, C, G] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, collection in sales 
1862-79. 


Mauterstock, Joseph W. [At, G] 
Collection included in sale by Bangs in 1867. 


Mayers, William S. Frederick (1831-1878), New York City [Ad, B1} 
Author of “The Literature of American Numismatics” in 1859 trom 
speech at ANS, see above essay, pp. 162-164. 

McCoy, John F., New York City [Ad, At, B1, G, S] 
Collection sold at auction by Woodward in 1864, brother of A. 
Ramsey McCoy. 


McGuire, Bernard [At, G] 
Sale included one lot of 10,770 coins, bought by Cogan. 


McKay, John Jr., Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


McLane, John [At, G] 
Sold 11 lots of coins in 1868 for $1.39. 


Melber, Jacob J., New York City [Ad, B1] 
Tailor and grocer, 1858 member of ANS. 


Mench, Edward A. [G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1863. 


Mercur, Rodney Augustus (b. 1851), Towansa, MI [C, G] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, collection sold by Low 
in 1907. 

Merritt, George S. [At, G] 
Collection included in sale by Bangs in 1867. 


Middleton, Edward (Commodore) [At, G] 
Important collection of ancient coins sold by Strobridge in 1874. 
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Miles, M., Lansing, MI [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Modot, Joel G., Island, NY [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 


Moorby, New York City [B1] 
1858 member of ANS, inactive. 
Morey, Herbert E. (1848-1925) Malden, MA [S] 
Began collecting around 1857, dealer after 1890. 
Morgan, William H., New York City [B1] 
1858 member of ANS. 
Morgan, W.W. (Dr) [At, G] 
Named sale of curiosities sold by Birch in 1869. 
Morse, Charles H., Cambridgeport, MA [At, B1, G] 
1859 corresponding member of ANS, collection sold in 1860. 
Moses, S. Gerard, Philadelphia & New York [B1] 
1859 member of ANS. 
Neff, J.P.W. [At, G] 
Collection of foreign coins sold by Cogan in 1864. 


Nelson, James, Cold Spring, NY [C] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 

Nevil, W.H., Philadelphia, PA [M] 

Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 


Newcomb, C. G. [G] (J. C. in At) 
Collection sold by Cogan in 1870. 


Nexsen, John A. [Ad, At, G] 
Member New York Numismatic Society, collection sold at auction 
by Cogan in 1871. 

Nichols, Charles Porter (1822-1905) [B1, G, M, S] 
Collection sold at auction in 1904 and 1905S. 

Nippes, John C. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Birch in 1868. 

Nott, E.S. W., Corners, NY [G, M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869, collection sold 
by Elder in 1910. 

Ogden, R.W., New Orleans, LA [At] 
Author of An Enquiry into the Early Monetary History of the American 
Colonies. 

Oliver, James, New York City [Ad, At, B1, G] 
Picture-liner, 1858 member of ANS, collection sold at auction by 
Bangs in 1868. 

Osgood, James R., Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Packer, William Fisher. (1807-1870) [At, G] 
Governor of Pennsylvania, fine collection sold at auction by Cogan 
in 1871. 
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Paddock, F.A., New York City [B1] 
Possibly Francis or Franklin, bidder at 1859 sales. 
Page, Hollis, Boston, MA [B1, C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Paine, George T., Providence, RI [Ad, At, B1, G] 
VP Rhode Island Numismatic Association, collection sold at auction 
by Woodward in 1866. 
Parish, Daniel, Jr. [Ad, C, S] 
President of ANS 1883-96, subscriber to Crosby. 
Parker, J., Springfield, MA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 
Parker, James (1816-1874) [At, G] 
Congressman, collection sold at auction by Cogan in 1874. 
Parker, W.A. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Leavitt in 1869. 
Parmelee, Lorin G. (b. 1827), Boston, MA [At, C, G, S] 
Bought collections from Seavey, Brevoort, Bushnell and Crosby, 
sold 1873-90. 
Payfer, G.M., Troy, NY [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 
Pennington, Henry [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1859. 
Perine, George H. (Dr), New York City [Ad] 
1864 member of ANS and host of meetings, First Vice-President 
1864-69. 
Perkins, John L., Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Philippe, Louis [At, G] 
Collection of French medals sold by Leonard in 1864. 
Phillips, Henry (1838-1895), Philadelphia, PA [B1, S] 
Officer of Numismatic and Antiquarian Society, author of books on 
paper money. 
Piazza, C. [At, G| 
Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1861. 
Piper, William T., Cambridge, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Poillon, William, New York City [Ad, C, G] 
Collection offered in several sales 1883-1926. 
Poole, Henry Ward (1825-1890) [At, G] 
Named sale by Leonard in 1871. 
Pratt, George William, Boston, MA [At, B2, C, G] 
Founding member Boston Numismatic Society, consigned 11 lots of 
coins to 1869 sale. 


Pratt, J.F., Chelsia, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
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Pratt, Theodosius [B1] 
1859 member of ANS. 
Prime, William Cowper (1825-1905), New York City 
[Ad, At, B1, G, S] 
Author of Medals and Seals, Ancient and Modern in 1861, collection 
sold by Bangs 1860-64. 
Quincy, Eliza Swan, Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Ralph, Edmund S., Buffalo, NY [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Ralph, George F., Utica, NY [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Randall, F.P., Fort Wayne, IN [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 


Randall, John Swan (1817-1878), Norwich, NY [F, G, S] 
Buyer of “Randall hoard” of large cents, collection sold by Cogan in 
1878. 

Ravenel, Daniel, Charleston, SC [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Raymond, A.D.F., New York City [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Redlich, Abraham [Ad, F, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Scott in 1878. 


Remondino, P.C., Wabasha, MN [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Riley, Sarah Ann [G] 
Collection sold in 1860. 
Riley, Thomas [At, B1, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1864. 
Ripley, Joseph B., Savannah, GA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Ritchie, Thomas, Pope Brookline, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Roberts, O.O., Northampton, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Robinson, Brinley [At] 
Error in Attinelli, see Brinley, Edward P. 


Robinson, John, Salem, MA [C, G] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, collection sold by 
Woodward in 1879. 

Rollins, G.D., Springfield, MA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 


Romans, C.B., Mortonville, PA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 


Root, James E., Boston, MA [C, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Cogan in 1878. 
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Rosenthal, J. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1866. 


Ross, M. Denman, Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Rossiter, Thomas Prichard (1817-1871) [At, G] 
Artist, four lots of coins realized $14.50 in 1873. 


Rugg, Gilbert F., Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 

Rush, S. Jr., Philadelphia, PA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 

Rust, Horatio Nelson (1828-1906), Chicago, IL [B1, C, S] 
Subject of medal by Augustus B. Sage. 


Rust, Nathaniel Johnson (b. 1833), Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Salisbury, W.G., Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Sanders, Alfred (d. 1872), Davenport, IA [At, Bn] 
Collection sold by Fixed Price List by his widow in 1872. 


Sandford, C. Harrison [At] (as E. Harrison Sanford in G) 
Quality collection sold at auction by Cogan in 1874. 


Satterlee, Alfred H., Brooklyn, NY [At, B1, G] 
1859 member of ANS, collection sold by Bangs in 1862. 


Saunders, William A., Cambridge, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Schieffelin, S.B. [B1, G] 


Collector of ancient coins exhibited at Metropolitan Museum of 


Art, sale in 1879. 


Schultze, F.H. [At, G] 
Collection of German state coins sold by Bangs in 1873. 


Scott, C.R., Mortonville, PA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 


Seavey, George Francis, Cambridge, MA [At, B1, C, G] 
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Bought collection of W. J. Jenks, collection sold at auction 1863-73. 


Seymour, William Wood (Rev), New York City [Ad]. 
1865 member of ANS. 

Shafer, J.A., Allentown, PA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 


Shurtleff, Augustine (Dr) [At, G] 
Writer, collection sold at auction by Woodward in 1863. 


Shurtleff, Nathaniel Bradstreet, Boston, MA [B2, C] 


Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, founding member 


Boston Numismatic Society. 


Sims, J.R., Fort Plain, NY [At] 
Issued catalog of collection in 1869. 
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Slafter, Edmund Farwell (1816-1906), Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Slevin, Thomas E., New York City [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Smith, F.R., Grand Rapids, MI [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 
Smith, Francis [At, G] 
Collection sold by Bangs in 1870. 
Smith, Henry A., Pawtucket, RI [At, B1, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Strobridge in 1863. 
Smith, J. Hobart [At, G] 
Collection included in sale by Leavitt in 1874. 
Smith, William H., Brooklyn, NY [B1, G] 
1859 member of ANS, collection sold at auction by Haseltine in 
1885. 
Spencer, Charles S., New York City [B1] 
Attorney, remembered by Sage in 1867. 
Stenz, George [At, F, G] 
Collection of German coins catalogued by Strobridge sold at auc- 
tion in 1875. 
Stevens, Henry F., Vermont [At, B1, G] 
1859 member of ANS, collection sold at auction in 1864. 


Stevenson, William G., New York City [At, B1, G] 
1859 member of ANS, some coins sold by Bangs in 1860. 


Story, J.M.R. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1866. 


Streeter, S.F., Baltimore, MD [B1] 
Researcher and writer on Lord Baltimore and his coinage. 


Strong, Gointoem, Boston, MA [At, G] 
Psuedonym for Charles Chaplin, named collection sold by Bangs in 
1873: 
Stuart, Oliver J., New York City [B1] 
Engraver, 1859 member of ANS. 
Stuart, Robert L., New York City [B1] 
1869 member of ANS. 
Suyder, C.A.V. Reading, PA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 
Taylor, Alfred B., Philadelphia, PA [At, B1, B2, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Cogan in 1860-69, member 
Philadelphia Numismatic Society. 
Taylor, J.J. [At] 
Collection sold at auction by Leavitt in 1868. 
Taylor, James H. (Col), Charleston, SC [At, B1, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Lovett in 1875. 


Tefft, I.K. [G] 
Collection sold by Charles Fisher in 1867. 
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Ten Eyck, Elisha Y., New York City [Ad, B1] 
President of ANS 1867-68. 
Thomas, E.J.B., Philadelphia, PA [G, M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869, collection sold 
in 1894. 
Thomas, Edward M. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1865. 


Thorn, Edward P. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Birch in 1869. 


Towne, Horatio, Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Trernan, E.B., Elmira, NY [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 

Tripler, W.C. [At, G] 
Collection sold to Cogan, auctioned in 1859 with catalog printed 
later. 


Turner, T. Larkin (Dr) [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1866. 


Ufford, D.O.W., West Troy, NY [M] 

Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 

Upton, George P. [At, G] 

Collection sold at auction in 1871. 
Vail, John Cooper, New York City [Ad, B1] 
Poet and author, 1858 member of ANS. 
Valentine, David T., New York City [B1] 
1859 member of ANS. 

Vaux, William Sansom (1811-1882), Philadelphia, PA [B1, B2, C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, founding member 
Philadelphia Numismatic Society. 

Walter, D.L., New York City [C, G] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, collection sold by 
Scott in 1883. 
Ward, H. [At] 
Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1864. 
Ward, James W., Lakeville, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Wardwell, William T. (1827-1911), Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 


Watson, F.D., Philadelphia, PA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 


Watson, Loring, New York City [Ad, At, B1, G] 
Collection sold to Woodward for 1865 auction. 


Watson, Thomas D. [B1, G] 
Collection sold to Cogan for 1860 auction. 


Wauzman, Max [B1] 
1858 member of ANS. 
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Webster, George C., Boston, MA [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Weed, Walter S., New York City [B1] 
Clerk, 1859 member of ANS. 
Wells, G.H., Philadelphia, PA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 
Westcoat, J.E., Westfield, MA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 
White, Aaron [B1] 
Hoarder of coins. 
Whitmore, Henry, New York City [Ad, At, B1, G] 
Merchant, 1858 member of ANS, collection sold at auction by 
Bangs in 1859. 
Whitney, Edward Herbert, Boston, MA [C, G] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Wiggin, John Kimball, Boston, MA [At, G] 
Antiquarian bookseller, collection sold at auction in 1860, member 
Boston Numismatic Society. 
Wight, Edwin B., Detroit, MI [C, G] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, collection sold by 
Woodward in 1885. 
Wilbur, J.M. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Cogan in 1869. 


Wilcox, I.K.H. [B1] 
1859 member and donator to ANS. 


Wild, Charles [At, G] 

Collection sold at auction by Leavitt in 1874. 

Wilder, Lyman, Hoosick Falls, NY [C, G] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, collection sold by 
Haseltine in 1879. 
Wildey, Joseph W. [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Bangs in 1861. 
Williams, George [At, B1, G] 
Collection sold at auction in 1864. 

Winsor, Richard Boswell, Providence, RI [C, G] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America, collection sold by 
Chapmans in 1895. 

Wood, F. Augustus [Ad] 
Changed name to Isaac Francis Wood in 1868. 

Wood, Isaac Francis (1841-1895), New York City [Ad, At, C, G, S] 
Founding member and officer of ANS, collection in several sales in 
1873-94. 

Wright, J.A. [At, G] 

Governor of Indiana, collection sold by Bangs in 1863. 

Wynne, Thomas H., Richmond, VA [C] 

Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
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Yeager, F.M., Reading, PA [M] 
Shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 1869. 
Yerrington, J.D., Brooklyn, NY [C] 
Subscriber to Crosby’s Early Coins of America. 
Young, William [At, G] 
Collection sold by Bangs in 1862. 
Zabriskie, Andrew Christian (1853-1916), New York City 
[Ad, C, G, S 
President of ANS 1896-1905., subscriber to Crosby, collection sold 
1891-1909. 


Zabriskie, George Albert (1852-1931), New York City [Ad] 
Member of ANS. 
Zanoni, Joseph, Cincinnati, OH [At, G] 
Collection sold at auction by Cogan in 1867. 


Zehnder, George F., Philadelphia, PA [B1] 
Bought Gronberg cent collection. 


IV. American Numismatic Dealers before 1876 


Abbey, Lorenzo H. (b. 1823), South Orange, NJ [At, B1, Bn, G] 
Dealer in fishing tackle and later in coins consigned to Woodward 
sale of 1864. 


Ahlborn, Henry (b. 1835), Boston, MA [At, C, F, G] 


Tailor from Germany, later part time dealer, in two Haseltine sales. 


Allan, John (1777-1863), New York City [At, B1, B2, G] 
Born in Scotland, antiquarian, bookkeeper, collector by 1820, early 
coin dealer, collection sold at auction by Cogan in 1870. 


Baker, Charles D., Atlanta, GA [B1] 
Dealer in Confederate paper money after the war. 


Bechtel, C.H., New York City [Bn, F] 
Issued Price List of Confederate Notes and Bonds in 1875. 


Bennet, Charles E. (fl 1863-4), Cincinnati, OH [At, Bn] 
Issued a fixed price list in 1863-64. 


Bishop, C.L. (fl 1875), Jamestown, NY [At, Bn] 
Issued small fixed price list of Rare American Coins in 1875. 


Boysen, L. (fl 1875), Buffalo, NY [At, Bn] 
Issued fixed price list of coins in 1875. 


Brady, John, Baltimore, MD [B1] 
Owner of Old Maryland Curiosity Shop in 1840s. 

Bulkley, C.A., (fl 1860-75) Granville, NY [At, Bn] 
Sold via fixed price lists 1873-75, “The Oldest Coin House in the 
U.S.” established 1860. 

Burns, Charles DeF., New York City [Ad, At, F, G] 
Autograph and coin dealer, collection sold at auction by Leavitt in 
1868. 
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Cogan, Edward D. (1803-1884), New York City [Ad, At, Bn, F, G. R, S] 
Born in England, began dealing in coins 1856, issued store cards, 
honorary member of ANS. 


Cook, Henry (1821-1905), Boston, MA [At, B1, Bn, C, G, R, S] 
Employed in export trade, later boot and shoe sales, dealer in rare 
coins and books. 


Curtis, John K. (b. 1828), New York City [At, B2, Bn, G, R] 

Born in England, issued fixed price list in 1858-62. 
Dayton, William H. (fl 1860), New York City [At, Bn] 

Issued fixed price list of coins, medals and tokens in 1860. 
Deakin, Walter A. (fl 1866), Chicago, IL [At, Bn] 

Issued fixed price list of coins in 1866. 


Des Forges, John P., Baltimore, MD [B1] 
Bought coins from Robert Gilmore, Jr. in 1861. 


Dillingham, George A. (fl 1875), Titusville, PA [At, Bn] 
Issued fixed price list of coins and medals in 1875S. 


Douglas, William (fl 1875), Zanesville, OH [At, Bn] 
Issued fixed price list of U.S. and foreign coins in 1875. 


Downing, Robert Cincinnati [R] 
Issued Civil War store card as a dealer. 


Durbin, L.W., St. Louis, MO [M] 
Partner with Mason, shown on “Mason’s Photographic Gallery” of 
1869. 


Elliott, George M., Lowell, MA [C, F] 
Advertised in Numisma in 1877. 


Frossard, Edouard (1837-1899), New York City [Bn, F, S] 
Born in Switzerland, Civil War veteran, began collecting 1872, 
worked for Scott 1875. Published Numisma 1877-1891. 


Fullerton, Richard, Philadelphia, PA [B1] 
Advertised in Philadelphia to sell paper money, probably intended 
for speculators. 


Gerdts, Henry D. (fl 1862), New York City [At, B1, Bn, G, R] 
Issued Civil War store card as dealer, consigned to Woodward sale 
in 1879. 

Haseltine, John W. (1838-1925), Philadelphia, PA [At, B1, Bn, C, F, 
G. S] 


, 


Civil War veteran, partner with Mason in 1869, conducted 85 auc- 
tions 1870-98. 

Hill, Benjamin (fl 1861), Philadelphia, PA [At, Bn] 
Issued fixed price list of coins in 1861. 

Hill, Ezra, New York City [Ad, At, B1, R] 
Issued 1860 tokens as dealer in coins, medals, minerals, autographs, 
engravings. 


Holway, Edward W., (fl 1875) Decorah, IA [At, Bn] 
Issued fixed price list of coins and medals in 1875. 
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Homans, B. (fl 1860), New York City [At, Bn] 
Issued fixed price list of ancient and modern coins in 1860. 
Idler, William (1808-1901), Philadelphia [At, B1, G, R, S] 
Issued 1859 merchant tokens as dealer in coins, minerals, stationery 
& fancy articles. 
Kline, John W. (b. 1824) a.k.a. A.C. Kline Philadelphia, PA [At, Bn, 
B2, G, M;R] 
Issued 1876 tokens as dealer in coins, medals, shells, minerals, 
engravings, curiosities. 
Lanphear, William K. (1827-1887) Cincinnatti, OH [R] 
Engraver of CWT, advertised as coin dealer in 1860 city directory. 


Marshall, Morgan L. Oswego, NY [R] 
Issued Civil War store card as dealer. 


Mason, Ebenezer Locke (1825-1901) Philadelphia [B1, Bn, S] 
Conducted 35 auctions 1868-90, published periodicals. 


McCoy, A. Ramsey (fl 1862) Easton, PA [At, Bn] 
Issued want list in 1862, brother of John F. McCoy. 


Mercer, R.W. (fl 1874-95) Cincinnati, OH [At, Bn, F] 
Advertised in Numisma in 1877 as Natural History Store. 


Morse, Charles H. (fl 1859) Cambridgeport, MA [At, B1, Bn] 
Issued fixed price list in 1859. 


Newton, Alfred W. Philadelphia, PA [B2] 
Listed in 1860 city directory. 


Norton, Charles Benjamin (1825-1891) New York City [At, Bn] 
Issued fixed price list in 1857. 


Parker, T.M. (f1 1875) Woburn, MA [At, Bn] 
Issued fixed price list in 1875S. 


Ponce de Leon, Nester New York City [Ad, F] 
ANS member, advertised in Numisma in 1877. 


Proskey, David U. (1853-1928) New York City [At, Bn, R] 
Began as dealer in 1873, later conducted auctions. 


Randall, J. Colvin (d. 1901) Philadelphia, PA [At, F, G, S] 
Financially secure, part time dealer, sold out to Woodside. 


Robinson, Alfred S. (1836-1878) Hartford, CT [At, B1, Bn, G, R, S] 
Banker, conducted six auctions 1861-1872, produced copies and 
store cards. 

Rohan, Edward (fl 1862) Boston, MA [At, Bn] 

_ Issued fixed price list in 1862. 

Sage, Augustus B. (1842-1874) New York City [Ad, At, B1, Bn, G, R, S] 
Founder of ANS, Civil War veteran. 

Sampson, Henry G. New York City [At, B1, Bn, F, R] 

Advertised in Numisma in 1877. 


Scott, John Walter (1845-1919) New York City [At, B1, Bn, R, S] 
Born in England, called “The Father of American Philately.” 
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Sellon, Ed. M. (fl 1875), Castille, NY [At, Bn] 
Issued fixed price list in 1875. 

Spencer, A.H. (1874-75), East Clarendon, VT [At, Bn, F] 
Issued fixed price list, advertised in Numisma in 1877 as “amateur 
dealer.” 

Strobridge, William H. (1822-1898), Brooklyn, NY [Ad, At, B1, F, S] 
Advertised in Numisma in 1877. 

Warner, Charles K. (fl 1864), Philadelphia, PA [B1, Bn, R] 
Issued several store cards as dealer in American and Foreign Coins 
and Medals. 

Whipple, Henry (fl 1858), Salem, MA [At, Bn] 
Issued fixed price list of coins in 1858. 

Woodward, William Elliot (1825-1892), Boston (Roxbury) MA [At, 
BIZARRO cs 
Pharmacist, conducted 112 auctions 1860-1890. 


Zahm, S.H., Lancaster, PA [R] 
Issued Civil War store card as dealer. 


Recollections of 34 Years at Spink, 
1969-2003 


by Douglas Saville 


It really wasn’t that easy to find a job in the summer of 1969. In 
July I had an interview at Spink in St. James’s, with Howard Linecar, 
Manager of the Book Department, who had been with the company 
since 1935, and with Douglas Liddell, the Managing Director, who 
had started in 1946 after serving with the army during the war. In 
August I was offered the job as Howard’s assistant, and I duly started 
work in early September. 

The rather fine Spink building in St. James’s had been an apart- 
ment block and, in fact, until the late 1970s, there were still three 
private apartments in the building. From a certain angle that grace- 
ful building at 5, 6 & 7 King Street, St James’s, on the corner with 
Duke Street, reminded me of the prow of a sedate cruise liner. It was 
some weeks before I was comfortably able to find my way around 
the rambling building. On the ground floor was the Picture 
Department, specializing in English watercolour paintings, and the 
Furniture and Silver Departments — John Spink had started business 
in the mid-seventeenth century, and possibly even earlier, dealing in 
silver.! On the first floor was the Oriental Department, dealing 
mainly in Chinese and Japanese art. On the second was the Coin 
Department,* dealing in English and foreign coins, and medals, 
tokens, and banknotes. On the same floor the Orders, Decorations, 
and Medals’ Department was situated, including at that time 
Special Commissions and Medal Services, which mounted groups of 
medals for display, and a separate section manufacturing orders and 
medals for foreign governments. On the third floor, adjacent to the 
Ancient Coin Department,* was Howard Linecar’s office and the 
Book Department. Around the corner on the same floor was an 
office where three or four secretaries worked. The Accounts 
Department was on the fourth floor. The main Directors’ Board 
Room was at the corner of the top floor, the bridge, as it were, at the 
highest part of the building, or the prow of the ship. 


1 A researcher employed by Spink to produce a company history in the 
early 1960s had discovered that John Spink had traded from premises in 
Gresham’s Royal Exchange in the City of London. Those buildings had been 
destroyed in the Great Fire of London in 1666 and, henceforth, the date of 
the founding of the company had been pushed back from 1772, a date that 
had been presumed correct until then, to 1666. It seems likely that the foun- 
dation date might well be even earlier. 

2 Managed by Douglas Liddell. 

3 Managed by Edward Joslin, who had been employed at Spink since 
leaving the Army in 1946. 

4 Managed by George Mueller since the late 1940s. 
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Howard’s small office on the third floor was opposite the 
kitchen, with my ‘office’ next to his. HL’s office — Howard was 
always called ‘HL’ within Spink and amongst numismatists every- 
where — was lined on every available wall with shelves of books for 
sale, whilst mine was lined with printers’ parcels of our own publica- 
tions, packets of books wrapped in brown paper, as they had been 
delivered to us from our printers. It had a chair and a desk and a 
manual typewriter, and my initial task was to type invoices. I had 
never used a typewriter before, but I was a quick learner (I needed to 
be a quick learner). ‘They insist on us using a typewriter’ | was told 
by Howard, whose writing was neat, but oh, so miniscule as to be 
illegible! I was presented with an in-tray full of huge numbers of 
orders for books from booksellers and private clients. My arrival at 
Spink coincided with our publishing the first edition of what 
became of our world famous Standard Catalogue of Orders, Decorations 
and Medals.’ Hundreds of orders arrived on a daily basis. ‘Orders 
need to be kept up to date, young Saville’, HL reminded me, as he 
seemed continuously to pile up the newly arrived post in my in tray, 
as if feeding some voracious wild animal. 

We then had a packing and despatch room that dealt with all 
orders from all departments within the company. The Book 
Department had a dedicated Book Packer. ‘Mac’ had been with the 
company for many years. His packaging was to be admired, and was 
a veritable work of art in itself. He had huge hands and arms: 
nobody criticized his work, and no customers ever complained 
about his packing. He was a great packer of books, and rarely did 
anything arrive damaged, wherever in the world it had been sent to. 
‘Mac’ knew the postage rates for any weight, to whichever part of 
the world you care to mention. | think he received more letters of 
thanks than anyone else at Spink. 

At that time, Spink published something like 30 standard works 
on coins and medals, including Roman Imperial Coinage, in 11 parts, 
the first volume of which had been published in 1923. One of our 
most successful publications, the set had already been reprinted a 
number of times during the 1960s. Volumes 8 and 10, to complete 
the series, had yet to be published. The vast majority of our books 


S The Standard Catalogue of Orders, Decorations and Medals. With 
Valuations. (London, 1969). 

6 H. Mattingly, The Roman Imperial Coinage vol. 1: Augustus to Vitellius 
(London, 1923). The idea for the series had grown out of the work Mattingly 
had been doing on the British Museum’s Catalogue of Coins of the Roman 
Empire. He proposed to Spink that he expand that Catalogue into a hand- 
book for collectors of Roman Imperial coins. He thought it might comprise 
three volumes, and possibly take him three or four years to complete. It sub- 
sequently took some ten authors, ten volumes, in 13 parts, and almost 71 
years to complete. See D. Saville, “The Roman Imperial Coinage: The History 
of a Remarkable Series,” The Asylum 19 (2001), pp. 39-45. 
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were stored in the basement of a huge furniture repository near 
Victoria station in southwest London. One of my weekly tasks was 
to jump into a taxi and go to the warehouse to collect fresh stock to 
replenish the shelves at King Street. I had also to remember to take 
with me a flashlight, since more often than not the lights didn’t 
work in the basement where our books were stored. In 1966 Howard 
had published our first book catalogue, ‘About Those Coins’,’ con- 
taining a list of all of our publications, as well as hundreds of other 
books published all over the world. He delighted in telling me that a 
European institutional library had ordered a copy of every book list- 
ed in that first catalogue. Until the 1980s we published such a cata- 
logue annually, and each year it was updated by way of a manuscript 
card index, a method that worked remarkably well. 

In the December 1969 issue of the Spink Numismatic Circular’ | 
was ‘announced’ as a new addition to the Book Department at 
Spink. Early in 1970, HL and I had discussed the merits of dealing in 
second-hand and out of print books on coins, and we agreed to 
expand into that area, since at the time very few booksellers dealt in 
such books. I subsequently combed the London book trade, and 
bought everything I could find, almost irrespective of price, and 
within a short time we had a few shelves of second-hand books. 
Coincidentally, we had started to receive extensive ‘wants lists’ of 
books from a major institutional library in the UK. Surprisingly, few 
of the books on those lists were on our shelves for sale, but that, | 
soon learnt, was the nature of bookselling. By the spring of 1970 we 
had lists of literally thousands of books required by that library. We 
started to list second-hand books for sale in the Circular. In the 
February issue we listed ten books [See Figure 1]. By that time we had 
a part-time secretary, to help with the invoicing. 

My first trip abroad for Spink was to Amsterdam, to the famous 
dealer Jacques Schulman, who was to auction the library of the late 
Heinrich Pilartz, a well-respected dealer from Cologne. His library of 
some 1,100 lots was to be sold in April 1970. And many were on the 
lists of books needed for the institutional library. I have very fond 
memories of kindly old Jacques, forever chewing on one of his 
favourite large Havana cigars. The auction coincided with his moth- 
er’s 80th birthday, and everyone visiting Amsterdam for the auction 
was invited to attend the family celebrations in the Carlton Hotel. 


7 About Those Coins. A Catalogue of Numismatic Works Obtainable through 
Spink and Son Ltd. 24 pp. 1966. A number of such catalogues had been pro- 
duced periodically by Spink over the years, based on lists that had appeared 
in the Circular. 

8 The first issue of the Spink Numismatic Circular had been published in 
December 1892, and had been edited, and mostly compiled, by Leonard 
Forrer, including innumerable articles by him over the years, including his 
monumental Biographical Dictionary of Medallists. 
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lmustratea, valuations. Cara covers, wire spine. Z1s 
B13348 KOLBEINSSON, F. Islenzkar Myntir, 1970. 1969. 40 pages, illus- 
trated, with numbers struck and valuations. Includes banknotes. Limp 
card covers. $s 
B1i3349 LAMBROS, P. Monete Inedite dei Gran Maestri dell’Ordine di 
. Giovanni di Gerusalemme in Rodi. With supplement. Reprinted 

1969. 36+20 pages, 2 plates. Limp card covers. 45s 
BI3350 McNEICE, R. V. Coins & Tokens of Tasmania, 1802-1910. 1969. 
112 pages, illustrated. Includes paper money. Cloth. 35s 
B13351 SIEG, F. Sieg’s Montkatalog, 1969/70. 1969. 167 pages, illustrated, 


with English summary. Limp card covers. 30s 
B13352 SLABAUGH, A. —. Prisoner of War Monies and Medals. 1965. 
80 pages, illustrated, prices. Limp card covers. 8s 6d 


BI3353 TOWNSEND, MAJOR C. E. C. All Rank and No File. A history of 
the Engineer and Railway Staff Corps, R.E., 1865-1965. 1969. 126 pages, 
plates, ix appendixes. Cloth. 63s 


SECOND HAND BOOKS 


Si Attwood’s Catalogue of U.S. and Canadian Transportation Tokens. 
Boston, 1958. ‘‘Describes in detail, and gives the approximate market 
value of every known transportation token issued in the U.S.A., U.S. 
possessions and Canada up to January 1958.”’ Hiustrated. £1 15s 

$2 BIZOT, M. Histoire Metallique dela Republique de Holland. Amster- 
dam, 1688. 2 vols. Engraved frontispiece, plates, illustrations throughout. 
Original binding loose. Text and illustrations good. £10 10s 

$3 British Numismatic Journal. First Series, Volumes 1-10 (covering years: 
1904-1913 incl.). Bound in ten volumes. Each in first-class or very good 
condition throughout. each £3 10s 

S4 Burke’s Handbook to the Order of the British Empire. London, 1921. 
Editor A. Winton Thorpe. Coloured frontispiece, Original binding slightly 
marked. “‘... containing biographies, a full list of persons appointed to the 
order, showing their relative procedence and coloured plates of the in- 
signia’’. £8 

S5 BURN, JACOB HENRY. A Descriptive Catalogue of the London 
Traders’ Tavern and Coffee Houses’ Tokens current in the 
Seventeenth Century, presented to the Library of the Corporation 
of London by H. B. H. Beaufoy. London, !853. Engraved frontispiece 
of H. B. H. Beaufoy. Ex libris Walter Raglan Hubbard. Original binding, 
top of spine slightly damaged. £4 10s 

S6 HUMPHREYS’ HENRY NOEL. Coinage of the British Empire... London, 
1854. Frontispiece, 10 coloured plates, 23 plates of line engravings at rear. 
Original binding, Spine torn-gilt edges, very slight foxing, otherwise text 
and plates good. £5 5s 

S7 Numismatic Circular. Vol. 8, 1900 (Dec. 1899-Nov. 1900). Binding 
heavily marked by damp. Text and illustrations very good. £3 

$8 RUDING, REV. ROGERS B.D. Annals of the Coinage of Britain etc.. 
London, 1819. Vol. IV, plates only. Includes ‘“‘A map of England & Wales 
and Ireland with part of Scotland and of France .. . showing the various 
mints and exchanges ... established by... the kings of England... to the 
year 1810.’ Contents divided into four parts: British Coins: Kings of 
Kent, West-Saxons, Mercia, East Angels etc.: Silver coins, Gold coins, etc. 
with supplements to all sections. £6 

S9 SKELTON, H. P. A New Illustrated Manual of the Current Gold & 
Silver Coins of all Civilised Nations of the Globe... together with 
the System of Money, Weights & Measures... etc. London, 1862. 
Two parts including text and plates in one volume. Original quarter- 
leather binding in good condition. Gilt edges. Very slight foxing in text. 
Plates exceptional. £20 

S10 WROTH, W. Catalogue of the Coins of the Vandals, Ostrogoths and 
Lombards and the Empires of Thessalonica, Nicaea & Trebizund 


in the British Museum. London, 1911/. Frontispiece, complete set of 42 

plates in folder at rear for easy reference. Newly-bound. In first-class 

condition. £25 
Figure 1 


The first listing of second hand books to appear 
in Spink’s Numismatic Circular 
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Jacques was fluent in most European languages and he conducted 
the sale in Dutch, English, French, and German, simultaneously, 
dependant upon who showed interest in any particular lot. The trip 
was not only a wonderful experience, but also an ideal opportunity 
to meet the many coin dealers who, in the main, were at the sale to 
add to their own libraries. Spink, however, were buying not only for 
stock, but also for our new institutional client. 

In January 1970 A.H.F. (Fred) Baldwin died at the age of 80 years, 
and IJ regret very much not having met him, especially in view of the 
many stories I had heard about him and his famous family firm (see 
the obituary in the Numismatic Circular, March 1970). In the same 
month we listed 14 books for sale in the Circular. In September 1970 
Anthony Thompson, assistant at the Heberden Coin Room, 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, died (see the obituary in the 
Numismatic Circular, October 1970). In that month’s issue of the 
Circular we listed some 21 books we needed for clients. The follow- 
ing month we listed 41 second-hand books for sale. Towards the end 
of 1970 John Drury began what was to become his very successful 
company dealing in rare and out of print numismatic books, from 
an office in Colchester, Essex. Our two businesses, specializing in 
that type of book, developed simultaneously, and it was remarkable 
how much trading was conducted between our two firms over the 
years. 

In the 1960s Howard had acquired the rights to Major Gordon’s 
very successful British Battles and Medals.? We published the first 
Spink edition (that is, the fourth revised edition) early in 1971. 
Published at £10, the number of orders rivalled those we had 
received a year or so before for the Standard Catalogue of Orders, 
Decorations and Medals. Our part-time secretary helped to invoice the 
huge quantity of orders. Meanwhile, our second-hand book business 
continued to grow, and in the September 1972 issue of the Circular 
we listed no fewer than 130 second-hand books for sale. That same 
month we published a second edition of The Standard Catalogue of 
Orders, Decorations and Medals. ‘We’ still needed to invoice orders 
very swiftly, but now ‘we’ did have the help of a secretary. 

Anthony Thompson of the Ashmolean had been a naval histori- 
an as well as a numismatist, and had amassed a major library of 
books on that subject, which we purchased from his family. Whilst 
much was sold from the shelves in Spink, large portions were listed 
for sale in the March and April 1973 issues of the Circular. The 
second-hand book business continued to grow, and one of the high- 
lights we listed for sale in the September issue was a magnificent and 
heavily-annotated copy of Thomas Sharp’s great Catalogue of the 
Chetwynd Collection of Tokens, from the libraries of Lord Chetwynd 


9 Gordon, British Battles and Medals, 4th ed., rev. E C. Joslin (London, 
1971). 
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himself, Robson, Cutting, the renowned expert on tokens Arthur 
Waters, and more recent collectors, O.P. Eklund and Howard Gibbs. 
In April 1974 we handled some splendid books, including the mag- 
nificent 12 volume set of the Grand Duc Georgii Michailovich cata- 
logue of his Russian coins, as usual without the Peter I volume, but a 
wonderful set nevertheless. 

Surprisingly, and in spite of worldwide rampant inflation 
between 1974 and 1976, increasing numbers of books on the subject 
were published, including yet more of our own reprints of Roman 
Imperial Coinage. New Sylloge volumes, co-published with Oxford 
University Press, for the British Academy, were appearing regularly. 
We had been involved with both the Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum 
series since the 1930s!° and the British Sylloge since 1953.1! 
Simultaneously, we were handling a large number of non-numismat- 
ic books including a particularly important collection of books and 
manuscripts relating to Sir Richard Burton, the traveller and linguist. 
A major catalogue was issued in 1976.12 Between 1974 and 1976 we 
issued six catalogues of non-numismatic antiquarian books. 
However, we were straying away from our main area of interest, and 
since Howard Linecar was to retire in 1980 or thereabouts, it was 
decided to concentrate on publishing and dealing in numismatics. 

In 1975 I visited Lisbon, in the midst of the revolution, when 
the country was also suffering untold problems relating to the war in 
Angola. An unforgettable experience. I remember eating wonderful 
seafood, with my host, whose library I had come to the city to see, 
in a once-fashionable and rather expensive restaurant, with troops 
carrying machine guns patrolling the streets outside. 1976 saw my 
first trip to the United States. | bought two very large libraries of 
numismatic books — one from the estate of an Englishman, who for 
many years had lived on the West Coast and who had emigrated to 
the States in the 1920s. Comprising almost 100 large crates of won- 
derful books on uniforms, orders, decorations, and allied subjects, it 
really was a remarkably fine collection of books. The other, another 
large library, was that of one of the oldest-established and most well- 
respected coin dealers in the US. 

Extensive lists of books were offered for sale in the Circular dur- 
ing 1976 and 1977. 


10 The (British) Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum series: vol. 1, part 1. The 
Collection of Capt. E.G. Spencer-Churchill, Northwick Park: The Salting Collection 
in the Victoria and Albert Museum (London, 1931). 

11 Pp, Grierson, Sylloge of Coins of the British Isles, vol. 1: Fitzwilliam 
Museum, Cambridge. Part 1. Ancient British and Anglo-Saxon Coins (London, 
1953); 

12 Catalogue of Valuable Books, Manuscripts & Autograph Letters of Sir 
Richard Francis Burton KCMG 1921-1890. Many recorded for the first time. 
Including a fine portrait in oils. Spink, 1976. 88 pages, illustrations, some in 
colour. 221 items. 
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I] returned to the US in the following year, to buy a collection of 
books, off-prints, and periodicals from a dealer who described him- 
self as the ‘largest periodical dealer in the world.’ He had apparently 
acquired these coin books almost by chance. I remember taking a 
taxi from the town centre, with a note of the name and the address 
of the dealer I was looking for. The driver hadn’t heard of the street, 
but we drove around and around, and into the outskirts of the town. 
We stopped, the driver scratched his head in bewilderment, and 
opened a street atlas. J turned and glanced down a side street, and in 
the distance caught sight of what seemed to be a massive building, 
and I saw two letters of the name of the company, and asked the dri- 
ver if that could be it. We drove to it. It was a monster of a building, 
seemingly stretching for block after block. The collection the dealer 
wanted to sell contained a few nice books but, mostly, huge quanti- 
ties of off-prints from journals, and early auction catalogues, the 
whole stacked on three large pallets. They all contained the label of 
a well-known but, by then, deceased continental coin dealer. How 
they had ended up in this bookdealer’s hands | really couldn’t fath- 
om at all. Soon they were on their way back to Europe, to Spink. In 
October 1977 we listed for sale some 250 really quite fine books. 

The following month part of the library of the old-established 
firm of Hirsch Mynthandel in Stockholm was to be sold at auction, 
with a second part coming up for sale in April of the following year. 
At the first sale we had been a major buyer. | had called at the offices 
on the way to the airport, to collect the paperwork and at the same 
time succeeded in buying the firm’s collection of quite literally some 
thousands of European auction catalogues, some going back more 
than a hundred years. Once they were back in London we spread the 
word about the new acquisition, and soon we had clients visit us 
from all over the world to buy large numbers of these catalogues, so 
important for tracing the provenance of coins. 

In February we listed some 300 books we needed to buy for 
clients. 

In the April 1978 issue of the Circular we announced that we had 
purchased a ‘substantial’ numismatic library. Exceptionally fine 
items were listed in the May and subsequent issues, and | well 
remember often selling 90% or more of the books listed in the 
Circular. At that time it really seemed as though we couldn’t buy 
enough to satisfy demand for good quality books and sales’ cata- 
logues. On average, it had been usual for us to list a page or so of 
second-hand books in each issue of the Circular. In the September 
issue we listed some seven pages of books ‘from the working library 
of a major and old-established coin dealer’. There was a similar list 
in the October issue, and, with demand outstripping supply, prices 
escalated. 

Almost by chance, around the same time we bought a wonderful 
collection of annotated auction catalogues, many from the personal 


314 SUMMER 2004 * THE ASYLUM 


library of R.C. Lockett, which we had originally sold to the owner — 
we had purchased many at the sale of Lockett’s library, in 1950 
[Figure 2].13 The collection came back home, as it were, and the col- 
lection is now in the hands of a well-respected student of English 
numismatics, who makes full use of the unique information con- 
tained in those volumes. 

I had first visited California in 1979, and attended George 
Kolbe’s first public sale in June of that year.!4 The pound/dollar 
exchange rate was in our favour, and I remember buying many lots 
of books at the sale, and even more books afterwards, from the 
shelves at George’s first offices in Mission Viejo, California. I also 
remember the Ed and Kenneth Lee sale that George held in June 
1981,15 when a record $9,000 was paid for lot 853, a rare Hunter sale 
catalogue, issued by the famous US coin dealer Henry Chapman.!¢ 
The estimate had been $1,500 and the record stood until rather 
recently, when a plated Henderson sale brought $13,200 at one of 
the Bass library sales (also sold by Kolbe).!7 

In late 1979 we published the fifth, revised, edition of Major 
Gordon’s British Battles and Medals. We also announced the publica- 
tion of Volume 8 of Roman Imperial Coinage, for later that same year, 
1979, but that volume was destined not to appear for another two 
years. During 1979 trading continued much the same as in the pre- 
vious year. In February we offered for sale a wonderful complete set 
of King Vittorio Emmanuele of Italy’s Corpus Nummorum Italicorum, 
with the notoriously rare final Volume 20. A well-founded rumour 
was that the King’s editor had sent out six proof copies of the final 
volume, and that the volume was never actually published. Our set 
was beautifully bound in gilt-decorated dark blue polished calf. In 
the April issue of the Circular we listed four pages of really wonderful 
books, most of which sold so remarkably well, we printed a plea in 
the next issue: ‘We are always anxious to purchase good numismatic 
books — whole libraries or single important volumes.’ In the 
September issue we listed no less than seven pages of exceptionally 
fine books including finely-bound volumes of nineteenth-century 
sales’ catalogues. Later that year saw two more trips to the States, 
and the purchase of two more good libraries. 

Early in 1980 we announced that Volume 8 of Roman Imperial 
Coinage had been delayed for reasons ‘beyond the publisher’s con- 
trol’. Much of my time that year was spent trying to sort out the 
problems with that volume. Basically, the plaster casts of the plates 


13 The Numismatic Library Formed by the Late R. Cyril Lockett, JP., FSA. 
London, Glendining, October 6, 1950. 85 lots. 

14 G.F. Kolbe Sale, no. 5 ( June 9, 1979). 977 lots. 

15 G.F. Kolbe Sale, no. 9 June 28, 1981). 1025 lots. 

16 Idem, lot 853 (p.102). 

17 G. F. Kolbe Sale, no. 80 June 10, 2000), lot 173 (p. 57). 
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CATALOGUE 


of the 


Numismatic Library 


formed by the late R. Cyril Lockett, J.P., F.S.A. 


Day oof Sale 
FRIDAY, 6th OCTOBER, 1950 


Commencing at 3.30 p.m., approximately 


ON VIEW day prior and morning of sale 


BOOKS RELATING TC GREEK COINS, ETC. 


. Lot 
1 BABELON, J.: De Luynes Collection; Monnaies Grecques, 6 
1924/5, bound in 2 vols., the plates in 2 vols, folder, part 
calf and gilt. 4 
2 BEMENT, C. S.: A descriptive Catalogue of Greek Coins from 3 


the C. S. Bement cabinet, New York, 1921, cloth; and 
Hirsch Auction Catalogue, Rhousopoulos, 1905, half. calf. 2 


8 BRITISH MUSEUM CATALOGUES: Catalogues of the Greek 180 
Coins in the British Museum; Italy, 1873; Sicily, 1876; The 
Tauric Chersonese, Sarmatia, Dacia, Thrace, etce., 1877; 
Seleucid Kings of Syria, 1878; Macedonia, etc., 1879; The 
Ptolemies, Kings of Egypt, 1883; Thessaly to Actolia, 1883; 
Central Greece, 1884; Crete and the Aegean Islands, 1886; 
Peloponnesus, 1887; Attica, Megaris, Aegina, 1888; Ponius, 
Paphlagonia, Bithynia and the Kingdom of Bosporus, 1889; 
Corinth, Colonies of Corinth, etc., 1889; Mysia, 1892 Alex- 
andria and the Nomes, 1892; lonia, 1892; Troas, Aeolis 
and Lesbos, 1894: Caria, Cos, Rhodes, ete., 1897; Lycia, 
Pamphylia and Pisidia, 1879; Galatia, Cappadocia and 
Syria, 1899; Lycaonia, Isauria and Cilicia, 1900; Lydia, 
1901; Parthia, 1903; Cyprus, 1904; Phrygia, 1906; 
Phoenicia, 1910; Palestine, 1914; Arabia, Mesopotamia and 
Persia, 1922; Cyrenaica, 1927; all original bindings. 99 


Figure 2 
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had been photographed badly — they had been lit from the wrong 
angle. It was also a huge typesetting task. Later in 1980 we were 
invited to auction the remaining part of the library of E.S.G. (Sir 
Stanley) Robinson. Sir Stanley had specified in his will that the 
British Museum, the Ashmolean Museum, and the Fitzwilliam 
should take whatever they needed for their collections. Spink sold 
the balance of the library in Spink Coin Auction, no. 13, March 18, 
1981. In the March issue of the Circular 1980 we offered for sale 
Hermann Weber’s own profusely-annotated set of the 29 volumes of 
the British Museum Catalogue of Greek Coins, absolutely covered in his 
neatly written notes (‘A Unique Set of Exceptional Importance’). 
Extensive lists of books were published in the Circular throughout 
the year. 

During that year I also made several trips to Europe to buy col- 
lections of books, including one very large collection including five 
pallets of books from the original stock of Maison Florange/Ciani, 
sold to the then owner in the 1930s, some years prior to the pur- 
chase of that business by Madame Kapamadji. A trip to Canada early 
in 1980 resulted in a vain attempt at finding a buyer for a huge col- 
lection of Russian numismatic literature — and, on my part, an 
equally vain attempt at mastering the Cyrillic alphabet! Eventually 
the collection was sold at a specialist book sale in London in 
November 1981, and Spink did succeed eventually in buying some 
40% of the lots at the sale, mostly on behalf of clients. 

In mid-1980 we purchased the library of Fred Pridmore, one of 
the most famous of our authors, and a close personal friend of 
Howard Linecar. Much of the library was offered for sale in the 
November 1980 issue of the Circular. We still quite often see copies 
of Fred’s books with his distinct and very neat signature, usually on 
the endpaper. In April 1980 a library of almost 800 lots of books was 
to be sold in East Lansing, Michigan, by Joseph Lepczyk.!8 The cata- 
logue had arrived quite unannounced, and since Joe hadn’t been 
particularly well-known as someone who handled books, we had no 
idea where the library had come from, or in what condition of the 
books were. It turned out to be a really good library, and well worth 
the long trip, via Chicago. It was a horrendous journey, however, 
with long delays at Chicago, a snow storm, and a flight in a twin- 
engined commuter plane — not an enjoyable experience. But the 
books! Well, the books were well worth the time and trouble. I 
remember staying at the motel where the sale was to be held, and 
the French onion soup at that motel, well, it was the very best I have 
ever tasted! 

In 1981 we finally published Roman Imperial Coinage Volume 8 


18 Public Auction and Mail Bid Sale to Be Held at the Hilton Inn, Lansing, 
Michigan, April 1-2, 1980. (Of 2,406 lots in total, numismatic literature com- 
prised lots 1,339-2,093, the rest being coins, medals, and paper money.) 
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— at a price of £95.19 The price was certainly high. It was higher 
than we would have liked. It was higher than we had announced. It 
was a very high price; but it was entirely justifiable. The effort, the 
time, and the money it took to publish that book had been enor- 
mous. It had been a huge effort, and we very nearly did not publish 
it. We had experienced very serious problems in getting the book 
typeset. It had to be designed almost page by page, and we had 
employed a freelance designer. Costs had been allowed to escalate, 
beyond our control. It had languished at the printers for months. It 
had been something like three years in production after John Kent 
had handed the text over. Much talking at cross purposes had gone 
on, and the original estimates had been far exceeded — some three 
times over the original price we had budgeted for! 

Prior to giving our official order to the printer, we had, of course, 
checked our Standing Orders file which was full of ‘orders’ for that 
book, along with the (in my mind at least) fabled Volume 10 of RIC 
that would complete the series, a volume that John Kent had been 
threatening to produce since the mid-1970s. We had ‘orders’ for 
almost 1,000 copies of the book. Naturally, the big question was just 
how many of these booksellers, libraries, coin collectors, and dealers 
would pay such a hefty price for a volume that dealt with such a rel- 
atively narrow period of coinage. Some of the orders went back 
twenty-five years, to the mid-1960s! Some were from booksellers who 
were no longer in business, others from dealers who had retired, and 
collectors who had died and whose collections had long ago passed 
through not only ours but also through others’ hands. We printed 
3,000 copies, and gulped at the possible spectre of still having large 
numbers of this monster of a volume in stock years in the future. 
The volume sold quite extraordinarily well for such a remarkably 
specialized work, and we eventually recovered our cost. We reprinted 
this remarkable volume, with enhanced and much superior plates in 
2002, using the original mounted plaster casts, borrowed back from 
the British Museum, and this time they were lit and photographed 
perfectly. Little did we know in 1981 that John Kent was working so 
hard all this time on his no longer fabled, but, perhaps, almost fabu- 
lous Volume 10, which really was going to complete the series! 
Volume 10 would appear some 13 years later, in 1994. 

In October 1981, Anders Ringberg sold in Dusseldorf a really fine 
working library of some 1,658 lots of numismatic books, sales’ cata- 
logues and periodicals.2° The library had gone through a number of 
dealers’ hands over the past 100 years, but basically it was intact, 
and a real credit to the previous owners. A little eccentrically, at the 


19 J.P.C. Kent, The Roman Imperial Coinage, vol. 8: The Family of 
Constantine I, A.D. 337-364 (London, 1981). 

20 Eine Numismatische Handbibliothek Auktion, 26. 8-9 Oktober 1981, 
Diisseldorf. 1,727 lots. 
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end of the two day book sale a collection of some 75 lots of dies for 
nineteenth- and twentieth-century Bavarian coins and medals was 
sold. 

Towards the end of April the following year an auction was held 
in Ziirich, the library of some 1,200 lots of high-quality books, cata- 
logues, and periodicals, the property of ‘a scholar, lately deceased.’! 
[Figure 3] The sale realized remarkably high prices, three or four 
times higher and, in some cases, even more, than similar items we 
had for sale on our shelves back in London. It is slightly inexplicable 
to me as a dealer, but there are apparently always collectors who feel 
there is more chance of bargains at auction than buying directly 
from dealers. 

The next month an auction in London, at Glendining, saw the 
sale of Colin Kraay’s library.22 I well remember irritating Bill French 
to see the books as soon as I could. Bill was one of the very great 
auctioneers who had been at ‘Glens’ since just after the First World 
War, and who basically had run the firm more or less single- 
handedly after the death of Douglas Glendining. Eventually Bill 
called me and said he was in the midst of putting the whole library 
on shelves for viewing, and if I came over in a couple of hours I 
could start to view the books. By the time I arrived, there was Bill in 
his immaculately ironed white shirt and braces, sleeves rolled up, 
stacking books onto the shelves. I offered to help — and no doubt 
relieved by my offer, Bill and I delved into a chest, and found 
Colin’s almost complete set of the Chronicle, a run of some 100 vol- 
umes. Bill said we should put just a couple of them on the shelves, 
and not to bother taking the rest out of the crate. ‘Oh, no, we need 
to put all of them on the shelves,’ I told him, ‘and if you do that, 
you might be surprised what the lot fetches.’ He looked at me, and 
asked if I really thought it might realize more than the estimate, 
£400-500. ‘Yes, I think it might,’ I] responded. At the sale it sold for 
£5,800. 

1982 was a very busy year for auction sales. In June, in Zurich, 
Sotheby sold books from the library of the princes of Furstenberg, at 
Donaueschingen, a wonderful castle on the Rhine.2? The magnifi- 
cent coins and medals had mostly been sold in the 1920s and 1930s. 
The library was now to be sold in 451 lots, and many of the books 
were in almost perfect condition, with many in contemporary bind- 
ings. Unfortunately, by this time the market was becoming some- 
what less buoyant, and consequently we bought mostly on commis- 
sion, with few purchases for stock. Those books we did buy were sold 


21 Bank Leu A.G. Sale, no. 31 (29-30 April, 1982). 1,219 lots. 

22 Ancient Coins ... also the Library of Numismatic Books Formed by the late 
Dr. Colin Kraay ... of Oxford. Glendining Sale, 26 May, 1982. (Lots 161-293). 

23 Important Collection of Books on Coins and Medals. From the Library at 
Donaueschingen. The Property of His Serene Highness the Prince of Furstenberg. 
Zurich. 30 June, 1982. 451 lots. 
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almost before we unpacked them — their wonderful condition had 
virtually sold them for us. Only last year we bought a large library 
that contained many Furstenberg books that we had bought on 
commission at that sale, including a lovely set of Lochner’s 
Sammlung Merkwurdiger Medaillen (Nuremberg, 1737-1744) in eight 
volumes, each with the Prince of Liechtenstein’s bookplate. 

Periodically throughout the 1970s and 1980s I had visited a 
bookseller in Paris whose father, I gathered, had purchased from 
Florange much of the stock of Florange & Ciani, the great Parisian 
dealers. Occasionally he would sell some good items to me. He 
seemed to have a virtually inexhaustible stock of the rather rare vol- 
umes of Madame Tacke’s French edition of the great Michailovich 
catalogue of the Grand Duke’s collection of Russian coins, published 
by Feuardent in 1916. As he sold me each and every set, he would 
recount the fact that only 19 complete sets were ever delivered to 
Paris from St Petersburg. He had obviously managed to buy all of 
them! In latter years he became less easy to deal with and would 
raise his prices so the books were just too expensive for me to buy. 
This was of course very frustrating for me, but entirely common 
amongst older dealers, who rarely want, or need, to sell their stock, 
since it becomes a kind of collection for them! The last time I went 
to visit the dealer, I called at the old shop, but there were no longer 
books in the window, and nobody answered the doorbell. That must 
have been ten years ago. 

In the summer of 1983 we bought the working library of 
Michael Dolley, who had died earlier that year. Few items were ever 
listed in the Circular, since the vast majority were sold off the shelves 
direct to collectors. The final few months of 1983 were dominated 
by the handling of production of the revised edition of Roman 
Imperial Coinage Volume 1. Humphrey Sutherland, the author of the 
revised edition, and also the co-editor, with Robert Carson, of the 
whole RIC series, was the most delightful of authors to deal with, 
and most of his text was beautifully handwritten. When he received 
his galleys (proofs) in batches, he would check them, make correc- 
tions, which were usually minimal, and cycle around to the press 
(Oxford University Press, Printing Division) in Walton Street, in 
Oxford city centre, hand them in, and collect another batch. This 
went on for six weeks or so. The resulting second edition was beauti- 
fully printed and won a number of printing awards for the printer, 
and for Spink, as the publisher. The new volume was produced with- 
in six months of Spink receiving Humphrey’s text, all before the age 
of computerized typesetting. It appeared in January 1984, just sixty 
years after the publication of Harold Mattingly’s original Volume 
1.24 Just a few weeks after publication, we had sold 1,200 copies of 


24 C.H.V. Sutherland, The Roman Imperial Coinage, vol. 1: From 31 BC. to 
AD. 69. Augustus — Vitellius, 2nd ed. (London, 1984). 
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the total print run of 3,000 copies. We reprinted the volume in 
2002. 

In 1985 Spink took on the distribution of the Special Publications 
of the Royal Numismatic Society. We still act as their distributors for 
those volumes along with the annual Numismatic Chronicle. 

Howard Linecar died in June 1985 (see the obituary in the 
Numismatic Circular, September 1985). He was, and still is, very 
much missed at Spink. He had been working as a consultant since 
the late 1970s, having been associated with Spink for no less than 
fifty years. 

In that same month we published John Brooker’s catalogue of 
his collection of more than 1,350 coins of Charles I, as Volume 33 of 
the British Sylloge series.25 We continued to reprint volumes of 
Roman Imperial Coinage. In October of that year we sold duplicate 
books from the library of the Royal Mint as Spink Coin Auction 47. 
Bill French died in March 1986 (see the obituary in the Numismatic 
Circular, May 1986), John Brooker the same month (Numismatic 
Circular, June 1986), Humphrey Sutherland in mid-1986 (Numismatic 
Circular, September 1986), and Nicholas Lowick and Colonel ‘Jock’ 
Murray both in November 1986 (Numismatic Circular, February 
1987). 1986 was not a good year for numismatics. 

Earlier that year we had been commissioned by the Hongkong 
Bank (now HSBC) to publish two volumes for them, one on their art 
collection and the other dealing with their coin and banknote col- 
lection. We chose Giles Tillotson to produce the first volume and Joe 
Cribb the second. Giles was a Research Fellow at Peterhouse College, 
Cambridge, whilst Joe was Assistant Keeper of Coins and Medals at 
the British Museum. With the help of these two well-respected, 
knowledgeable writers, we were able to publish, towards the end of 
1986, a fine pair of beautiful books, both designed by our own gifted 
Paul Sharp. The two books won a number of printing awards.7¢ In 
1986 we also published Harry Manville’s first volume of his 
Encyclopedia of British Numismatics. An Annotated Bibliography of 
British Numismatic Auction Catalogues from 1710. 

A two-day sale of some 3,000 lots of numismatic books was held 
in Basel at the end of February 1987.2” There were four long sessions, 
nine hours each day with a strict one-hour lunch break each day. It 


28 J.G. Booker, Sylloge of Coins of the British Isles, vol. 33: The John G. 
Brooker Collection. Coins of Charles I (1625-1649) (London, 1984). 

26 J. Cribb, Money in the Bank. The Hongkong Bank Money Collection. An 
Illustrated Introduction to the Money Collection of the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation (London, 1987) and G.H.R. Tillotson, Fan Kwae Pictures. 
The Hongkong Bank Art Collection. Paintings and Drawings by George Chinnery 
and Other Artists in the Collection of the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking 
Corporation (London, 1987). 

27 Eine Bedeutende Numismatische Bibliothek/An Important Numismatic 
Library. 25-26 February 1987. Munzgalerie Basel / G.F. Kolbe. 2,935 lots. 
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was gruelling and exhausting, but fascinating, and an enjoyable trip 
to a lovely city. 

We sold as Spink Coin Auction 61 in October 1987 the numismat- 
ic library of Johan Chr. Holm from Landemaerkt, Copenhagen.?® 
[Figure 4] I fondly remember visiting the late Anne Holm, Johan’s 
widow, and the author of the award-winning novel I am David, in 
her country house outside of Copenhagen. | had to travel into the 
city by train to get to the offices of Johan, where I had to evaluate 
the thousands of books and catalogues, basically to decide which 
items should be sent for sale to London. She gave me the keys, and 
the code to the security system, forbidding me to write it down, and, 
just as I was leaving her house, she reminded me that if | hit the 
wrong button in the code I would find the office immediately sur- 
rounded by police! I succeeded in fathoming out the security system, 
and that evening I returned to her house with all the information 
and a list of all the books we could sell at a sale in London. Before | 
left Anne’s house, I caught sight of a magnificent presentation set of 
the 40 volume set of the Danish National Sylloge Nummorum 
Graecorum series. It was beautifully bound in vellum, and was 
inscribed to Johan Holm from the Director of the Nationalmuseet. | 
expressed interest in this wonderful set of books, and Anne made a 
promise to me that Spink would be offered it when she could bring 
herself to sell it. I understood completely. Some years later she died, 
and I learned too late, and after the sale, that the wonderful set of 
books I had seen in Anne Holm’s house had been sold in a relatively 
unimportant coin sale. I had missed the chance to buy the set I had 
seen in Denmark ten or more years before. 

That doyen of twentieth-century English numismatists, 
Christopher Blunt, died in November 1987 (see the obituary in the 
Numismatic Circular, February 1988). At the end of that year Douglas 
Liddell retired from Spink as Managing Director, after 41 years with 
the company, ten of which were as Managing Director, and is still 
missed. He had been a very worthy successor to Leonard Forrer as 
Manager of the Coin Department, and both had gone a very long 
way towards establishing Spink as one of the world’s leading dealers 
in coins and medals. 

In 1988 we published the sixth, revised, edition of British Battles 
and Medals, a large format book, with a revolutionary design by Paul 
Sharp. Edward Elias died in August of that year (see the obituary in 
the Numismatic Circular, October 1988). His Anglo-Gallic Coins, pub- 
lished by us, in association with Emile Bourgey, that most eminent 
of Parisian dealers, four years before, had won the International 
Association of Professional Numismatists’ Annual Book Prize for that 
year. The same month we published Bob Van Arsdell’s Celtic Coinage 
of Britain. Bob won the same prize for 1989. Dennis Cooper was to 


28 Spink Coin Auctions, no. 61 (October 22, 1987). 604 lots. 
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win the same award in 1990 for his Art and Craft of Coinmaking, and, 
more recently, Harry Manville won this award for his masterful work 
that we published on behalf of the British Numismatic Society, 
Tokens of the Industrial Revolution. 

Herbert Schneider died in January 1989 (see the obituary in the 
Numismatic Circular, July-August 1989). Herbert had formed what 
was recognized as the finest collection of English gold coins outside 
of the British Museum. Talking of gold coins, and especially of ham- 
mered gold, we were delighted to offer through the November 1989 
Numismatic Circular Lockett’s Henry III gold penny for £100,000. The 
library of the late Parisian dealer Alfred Page was sold at auction in 
Paris in October 1989. I remember viewing, and bidding on many 
lots, but for some reason | didn’t attend the actual auction.?? 

A new and much enlarged edition of our Standard Catalogue of 
British Orders, Medals and Decorations was published in September 
1990, some 21 years after the first edition that had been published 
the very month that I had joined Howard Linecar in the Book 
Department at Spink. 

One month later, John Brand, a former President of the British 
Numismatic Society died (see the obituary in the Numismatic 
Circular, March 1991). We subsequently purchased his library from 
his family. In November 1990 we published Robert Darley-Doran’s 
History of Currency in the Sultanate of Oman. We had been commis- 
sioned by the Central Bank of Oman to produce a cultural history of 
the country, based on its coinage and banknotes. Again, it was a 
book superbly designed by Paul Sharp, but it had not been an easy or 
straightforward project, since it was in Arabic as well as in English. 

The auction sale of the Adolf Hess library, comprising some 
2,746 lots and held in Frankfurt (Main) in April 1991 was a memo- 
rable experience.3° At the auction there were three separate rooms 
for bidders, all filled to capacity, one of which was reserved for 
English speakers. The Hess library, although really fine, was by no 
means complete, partly explained by the fact that when the firm 
moved to Lucerne, half the library remained in Frankfurt to form the 
basis of the Peus firm’s library. Possibly the most important part of 
the library to be sold was the series of unique annotated auction 
sales catalogues, including those belonging to Jacob Hirsch himself. 
There were some very high prices at the sale — and some nice sur- 
prises, emphasizing the importance of viewing every lot, however it 
might be described, at every sale. There were four sessions over two 
days: 9 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. and 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m., with innu- 
merable short breaks throughout the two days. 

In March 1992 we published Brian Robinson’s history of the 


29 Bibliotheque Numismatique Etienne Page. Paris-Drouot Richelieu. 
October 3, 1989. Lots (501)-944. 
30 Dr. Busso Peus Nachf, Sale no. 331 (April 30, 1991). Lots 7001- 9746. 
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Royal Maundy and the coinage associated with it, Silver Pennies and 
Linen Towels. | remember spending two very enjoyable days with 
Brian, and his lovely golden retriever, at his home in Derbyshire, 
choosing and laying out the illustrations for his book. He delighted 
in showing me the beautiful countryside around Eyam, where he 
still lives, and, in particular, the dams in the Derwent Valley, and 
the town of Birchinlee, created when the dams were being built and 
where his mother grew up. Oh yes, and his favourite pubs. In the 
middle of the same year we published the third revised edition of 
Jeffrey North’s English Hammered Coinage. 

December 1992 saw the one hundredth anniversary, to the exact 
month, of the founding of the Numismatic Circular. Exactly why it 
was first published in December was, and still is, a mystery. A special 
‘gold’ issue was published, with a laminated gold-coloured cover. 
The editorial contained articles of a reminiscent nature by Philip 
Grierson and Harry Manville, remembering Spink, perhaps not in 
the 1890s but at least in the early days of each of their collecting 
careers, shortly after and during the last World War. 

After many, many meetings that appeared to take place behind 
closed doors in 1992, Spink was purchased by Christies, our next 
door neighbours in King Street. 

Emile Bourgey, one of the most respected of all European dealers 
died in Paris in February 1993 (see the obituary in the Numismatic 
Circular, July 1993). Towards the end of the year, and as a part of the 
recognition of the centenary of the Circular, we published Dave 
Greenhalgh’s Cummulative Index to the Numismatic Circular 
1892-1992. A true labour of love, and a painstaking enterprise, with 
no fewer than 14,000 entries, the Index helped to illustrate just how 
all-encompassing and invaluable a publication the Circular really is. 
Just a glance through the pages of Dave’s Index will confirm that. 
Later the same year, in time for Coinex, we published Volume II, 
part 2 of Harry Manville’s Encyclopedia of British Numismatics: 
Numismatic Guide to British and Irish Periodicals 1731-1991. 

Patrick Finn, who had taken on the role of Director of the Coin 
Department after the retirement of Douglas Liddell, resigned in 1993 
to concentrate on developing his own coin-dealing business, first in 
London, and then a short while later moving back to his home 
county of Cumbria. Some months later, Andre de Clermont, 
Patrick’s co-director in the Coin Department, made a similar deci- 
sion, and left to start his own company, this time in London. 

The sale of Rollin and Feuardent’s numismatic library, perhaps 
one of the most exciting, and certainly one of the most important, 
auctions of numismatic books ever to have been held, took place in 
Paris, at the Hotel Drouot, in November 1993.31 In point of fact, it 


31 Bibliotheque Rollin-Feuardent. Numismatique Archeologie et Beaux-Arts. 
Paris. 26 November 1993. 444 lots. 
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comprised nowhere near the whole library, and I guessed at the time 
the sale included no more than 30% of the original working library. 
What must have been a remarkable collection of books and cata- 
logues had been divided three ways after the death of Felix 
Feuardent, and the portion now to be sold had apparently been 
stored away almost unnoticed by the family for many years until the 
decision had been made to sell it at auction. One can imagine, in the 
interwar years, the books and catalogues being packed up, and 
moved out of the building where the brothers had their business, 
just around the corner from the Bibliotheque Nationale. The viewing 
at the sale was so poorly organised that many of the, frankly, quite 
ridiculously huge lots of books and catalogues could not be viewed 
at all prior to the auction taking place. There were, seemingly, liter- 
ally mountains of good quality books and catalogues. Our purchases 
were sold in the Circular over the next year or more. 

As if we didn’t already have enough wonderful material in stock, 
early in 1994 we purchased the remaining books from the library of 
Peter Seaby. 

John Kent’s final volume of Roman Imperial Coinage, Volume 10, 
really, now, ‘to complete the series’ was published in 1994. It had 
taken just exactly six months to publish the volume since John 
handed over the text and the disk. Both author and publisher had 
learned a lot from their experiences with Volume 8, some 13 years 
earlier. John was brilliantly efficient, and the most capable of 
authors. 

At the very end of May 1994, a catalogue of the auction of what 
appeared to be a really fine numismatic library landed on my desk 
quite out of the blue. It had been sent to me by a client in France.%? 
The sale was to be held in La Rochelle on 3 June, and there were 
some 200 lots of books in the catalogue, mostly poorly or, at least, 
not fully, described. I cancelled all my appointments for the next 
three or four days and headed for La Rochelle, flying to Toulouse 
and hiring a car and driving northwards, through the lovely wine- 
growing region, with no time to stop (!), on towards La Rochelle. 
With considerable difficulty I found a hotel room, since there was 
some sort of congress in the town and almost all the hotels were full. 
I had just half a day to view the books. The sale was to start early in 
the afternoon. However, when | arrived at the barn-like building, I 
saw in the corner two well know Parisian dealers, who turned 
around and, by the looks on their faces, obviously weren’t exactly 
delighted to see me there. I approached the official in charge 


32 J.P.C. Kent, Roman Imperial Coinage, vol. 10: The Divided Empire and 
the Fall of the Western Parts AD 395-491 (London, 1994). 

33 Hotel des Ventes. La Rochelle. Livres Anciens et Modernes. Bibliotheque 
d’un Collectionneur et a Divers. 1 ere Vente: Livres de Numismatique. 3 Juin, 
1994, 172 (actually 191) lots. 
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(France, and especially a French auction, always has an official in 
charge). I managed to explain that I wanted to view every lot in the 
sale, and after some discussion, I was eventually allowed direct 
access to the shelves of really nice books, some in particularly attrac- 
tive bindings. It was a successful trip, and we managed to buy some 
40% of the lots. 

Early in 1994 the Bank of England commissioned Spink to pub- 
lish for them a history to commemorate the tercentenary of the 
founding of the Bank. Their author, Derrick Byatt, was an extremely 
well-organised archivist and former practising banker, with a wealth 
of experience and knowledge of the Bank. It augured well for the 
project. Promises to Pay. The First Three Hundred Years of Bank of 
England Notes appeared towards the end of that year.34 Just prior to 
printing the volume, I remember being handed by the Secretary of 
the Bank of England a transparency of the then new and as yet 
unseen Houblon £50 note that we needed for the final illustration 
for the book. I, along with the printers, was sworn to secrecy and 
once the transparency was used, it was rushed back to the Bank, not 
exactly with an armed guard... 

Martin Price died in April (see the obituary in the Numismatic 
Circular, 1995), R. Henry Norweb in June (Numismatic Circular, June 
1995), and our good friend and agent for Spink publications, Arie 
van der Dussen, in August. 1995 was another bad year for losing 
numismatists and friends. 

Laurence Brown, one time Managing Director of B.A. Seaby, Ltd., 
was now a consultant to us for Commemorative Medals. We had 
more or less ‘inherited’ Laurence when Christie’s acquired Spink in 
1992. Seabys had published Laurence’s first two volumes of his 
British Historical Medals, and it seemed obvious that we should pub- 
lish the third and final volume. We published that volume towards 
the end of 1995.35 

In mid-1994 we had been asked by the Bahrain Monetary 
Agency to produce and publish a volume linking the culture of the 
region with the coins and banknotes that circulated in the area. 
Robert Darley-Doran’s History of Currency in the State of Bahrain was a 
beautifully produced book, indeed a history of the culture of the 
area, and published in late 1995. In December the library of the well- 
respected and old-established Amsterdam dealer Jacques Schulman 
was sold by Anders Ringberg in Dusseldorf.3¢ Although a fine library, 


34D, Byatt, Promises to Pay. The First Three Hundred Years of Bank of 

England Notes (London, 1994). 
5S L. Brown, British Historical Medals, vol. 1: The Accession of George III to 

the Death of William IV (London, 1980). Idem, vol. 2: The Reign of Queen 
Victoria (London, 1987). Idem, vol. 3: The Accession of Edward VII (1901) to 
1960 (London, 1995). . 

36 Frankfurter Muenzhandlung GmbH, Sale no. 145 (1 December 1995). 
1,726 lots. 
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and comprising some 1,726 lots, it did not include all the books, 
many apparently being held back by the family. Had the complete 
library been sold then it would certainly have rivalled the Hess 
library in importance. 

Herbert Schneider had died in 1989, and the Schneider family 
had had the idea since then, and even before, to publish the collec- 
tion he formed over so many years. Peter Woodhead was commis- 
sioned to produce the text, and Volume I of the Schneider collection 
was published by Spink as Volume 47 of the Sylloge of Coins of the 
British Isles.’ 

1996 ended on a very sad note for everyone at Spink. lain 
Murray, who had been ill for many months, died. Iain had valiantly 
continued to work for us in the Ancient Coin Department, although 
suffering deteriorating health over a prolonged period. Since 1969 
Iain had worked with George Mueller and, subsequently, with John 
Pett, latterly as a consultant (see the obituary in the Numismatic 
Circular, March 1997). 

For many years the only real ‘rival’ to Spink in numismatic pub- 
lishing, in the UK and Europe at least, had been Seabys, although 
their books tended to be of the ‘catalogue’ type, whereas ours were 
more ‘academic’. H.A. (‘Bert’, hence B.A.) Seaby had started his 
career at Spink just after the First World War and he had written a 
number of books for us when he was with us. He recognised the 
importance of publishing and it was one of his main ambitions 
when he left to start his own company to publish books. In more 
recent years, and more especially after his death in the early 1980s, 
the company seemed to lose its way, and to flounder, even more so 
after they were bought by B.T. Batsford, at that time a well-known 
and well-respected publishing company, founded in the mid- 
nineteenth century. Unfortunately, I think it is fair to say, that com- 
pany in turn became dominated by accountants who understood 
neither the coin nor the publishing aspects of the business. Seabys 
were closed down, and the publishing side hived off to Batsford, 
who, by now, were themselves struggling. Batsford was then sold 
and the opportunity subsequently arose for Spink to buy the numis- 
matic titles and stock of Seaby Publications. These titles were added 
to our own substantial list in September 1996, after somewhat labo- 
rious discussions with the new owners of Batsford — the negotia- 
tions went on for months, and really seemed to monopolize my 
time for the whole year. 

The 1998 edition of the Standard Catalogue of Coins — Coins of 
England and the United Kingdom was published by Spink in September 
1997. We have continued to update and reprint all the standard 


37 P. Woodhead and D.G. Liddell, Sylloge of Coins of the British Isles, vol. 
47: The Herbert Schneider Collection Part I. English Gold Coins and Their 
Imitations 1257-1603. (Henry III-Elizabeth I) (London, 1996). 
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works originally published under the Seaby imprint since then, 
including especially David Sear’s handbooks on Greek, Roman, and 
Byzantine coins. 

John Slocum died in August 1997 (see the obituary in the 
Numismatic Circular, October 1997). I still have vivid memories of 
visiting him in his Bellevue Avenue mansion, in Newport, Rhode 
Island, en route to New York to attend the New York International 
Numismatic Convention, where we were to hold an auction of 
numismatic books with George Kolbe. I had stayed for a couple of 
days with John to see his books and his rather impressive non- 
numismatic library and the even more impressive contents of his 
house. He drove me to the airport at Providence to catch a com- 
muter flight to Newark, New Jersey and thence into New York. It was 
hinting at snow. I planned to arrive in New York that evening, and 
then, the following day, to unpack the books that we had shipped 
from London, early, in time for the viewing prior to the auction the 
next day, at the Convention. 

By the time John drove off, having dropped me at the airport, it 
was snowing more heavily. The flight was called and I boarded the 
plane, a small twin prop. We took off. The flight should have taken 
45 minutes or so, but after 90 minutes all I could see out of the win- 
dow was darkness, and we seemed to be circling. We were told 
Newark airport had been closed, so had Kennedy, and the only 
option, apparently, was to go back to Providence. We returned to 
where we had taken off from just two hours before, arriving back 
just before that airport was also closed. Along with thousands of oth- 
ers, I was stranded in Providence, and after being there for three 
hours, I realised I needed to find another way to get to New York. I 
was told there was a train station in Providence, so I caught a cab, 
and after waiting some four hours, managed to catch a train to New 
York. I finally arrived at Grand Central Station in New York at 
around 3:30 a.m., and got to the Convention hotel that morning at 
8 a.m., after having changed clothes and having had breakfast, only 
to be confronted with 20 large boxes of books that needed to be 
unpacked and put on view. Eventually they got onto the shelves 
some 30 minutes later than we had announced in the catalogue. We 
had a few complaints from one or two potential buyers who had 
turned up on time to view the books. 

Meanwhile, during the year, we continued to reprint our Roman 
Imperial Coinage series. We calculated that, considering all the 
reprinted volumes we had produced over the years since 1923, some- 
thing like 8,000 or more copies of most volumes were in private and 
institutional libraries around the world. 

Harry Manville’s third volume in his Encyclopedia of British 
Numismatics: British & Irish Periodicals (Numismatic) was published in 
the summer of 1997, whilst in October Christian Dekesel’s huge sin- 
gle volume Bibliography of 16th Century Numismatic Books finally 
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appeared, after the author had devoted many years to the work. 
[Figure 7] We had thought long and hard about how to publish 
Christian’s book. Obviously, it would have a relatively limited mar- 
ket, so we decided to produce just 400 copies, and co-published it 
with George Kolbe of Crestline. We couldn’t get the price any lower 
than £200, however hard we tried. Fortunately, little real resistance 
to the price was experienced, and by March 2003 we had just one 
copy of the book left in stock at Spink. It is unlikely to be reprinted 
in the foreseeable future. 

International Numismatic Congresses are usually held every five 
or six years, and in September 1997 one was due to take place in 
Berlin. Earlier in the year we had decided that we would produce a 
catalogue of all of our own publications along with those we distrib- 
uted for the Royal Numismatic Society, the Swedish Royal Academy, 
the Royal Academy in London, and so forth. It was now very nearly 
the end of August, and although we had the bare bones of the cata- 
logue, we still needed to get it designed, and, not least, printed! Paul 
Sharp was a freelance designer with whom I had worked for many 
years. He had carried out much superb work for us on book jackets, 
and for our auction catalogues in the pre-Christie’s days at Spink, 
and I asked whether he could come in, look over what we had pre- 
pared for the catalogue, and make something sensible out of it, 
explaining that it was urgent. He called in the next day, a Friday. | 
handed over all the text for the catalogue, with an idea for a cover, 
which I had scribbled down, to give him an idea as to what I was 
looking for from him. He packed it all away in his briefcase, and said 
he would be back on Monday at around ten in the morning. ‘Paul,’ I 
said, ‘incidentally, it needs to be limited to 32 pages, plus cover, and 
it’s, well, it’s very urgent....OK?’ He turned, smiled, and said he 
would be back on Monday. 

Paul was seldom late for an appointment, and as | crossed St. 
James’s Square at 9:30 on the Monday morning, I saw Paul parking 
his car. He followed me up to my office. He couldn’t wait to show 
me what he had done. He laid everything out on my desk. He had 
marked everything up to exactly fit the 32 pages, all the jackets we 
wanted to include were illustrated in the catalogue, and the cover 
was brilliantly designed. He had laid out every page perfectly, with 
instructions for our printer. It was a veritable work of art in its own 
right. He had done exactly what I needed him to do. He said it had 
taken him ‘just a few hours’. It was handed over to the printer, who 
delivered the catalogue to us with just a day to spare. Not only was 
Paul an artist, he was a designer with a wonderful imagination, and 
gifted with a flair that is so hard to find these days. The catalogue 
went with us to Berlin, and we gave away no fewer than 600 copies 
to Congress attendees, numismatists from all over the world. Paul 
died in June 1998, less than a year after doing that work on our Book 
Catalogue (see the obituary in the Numismatic Circular, July 1998). 
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He had been immersed in working on another major project for us 
at the time, but, thankfully, he had already laid the foundations for 
that work. 

We published a memorial volume to Martin Price in 1998,38 and 
later in the same year, a gift Festschrift to Charles Hersh in honour 
of his 75th birthday.°? 

One of the last, and perhaps one of the really best-ever recep- 
tions held at the grand old Spink building in King Street, St. James’s, 
was in late 1999 to mark the publication of The History of the Most 
Noble Order of the Garter, by Hubert Chesshyre and Peter Begent, a 
major history that we published in 1999 to commemorate the 650th 
anniversary of the founding of the Order. Many Knights of the 
Order attended the launch party, including H.R.H. The Duke of 
Edinburgh. 

Harry Bass, a collector and benefactor to the American 
Numismatic Society, and other charitable organizations, died in 
April 1998 (see the obituary in the Numismatic Circular, February 
1999). Charles Hersh, benefactor to the British Museum, whose 
Festschrift we had published a year before, died in January 1999 (see 
the same issue of the Numismatic Circular). 

In March 2000 we moved out of the building where we had been 
since the early 1920s, to new premises in Southampton Row, 
Bloomsbury, near to the British Museum. It was the original 
Edwardian Post Office building, but now enlarged by the addition of 
two upper floors. One distinct advantage is that we now have a dedi- 
cated auction room on the lower ground floor. In May 2000 we pub- 
lished Volume I of David Sear’s new revised and expanded edition of 
Roman Coins and Their Values.41 Now to be published in three vol- 
umes, each would be substantially more extensive than the previous 
single volume. A departure from the traditional single-volume hand- 
book, we wondered just how well it might be accepted by collectors. 
We sold some 5,000 copies within six months, and we had to reprint 
the volume. Volume II was then announced for publication ‘soon.’ 
For some years David had been working on the second volume. 

In 2000 Spink went ‘live’, and we launched our Web site, 
<www.spink-online.com>, now abbreviated to <www.spink.com>. 

The end of the year brought very bad news for all of us at Spink 
and in the coin world generally. Both Patrick Finn and John Kent 


38 Studies in Greek Numismatics in Memory of Martin Jessop Price. eds. R. 
Ashton and S. Hurter (London, 1998). 

39 Coins of Macedonia and Rome. Essays in Honour of Charles Hersh, eds. A. 
Burnett, U. Wartenberg and R. Witschonke (London, 1998). 

40 H. Chesshyre and P. Begent, The Most Noble Order of the Garter, 650 
Years. With a Chapter on the Statutes of the Order by Dr. Lisa Jefferson, 
(London, 1999). 

41D. Sear, Roman Coins and Their Values, 5th ed., vol. 1: The Republic 
and the Twelve Caesars 280 BC-AD 96 (London, 2000). 
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died in October 2000 (see the obituaries in the Numismatic Circular, 
December 2000). 

2001 was also a very bad year for losing numismatists. Leo 
Mildenberg, that doyen of European dealers in ancient coins, died in 
January (see the obituary in the Numismatic Circular, April 2001). 
Murray McKerchar, author of Paper Money Bibliography, published by 
Spink, died early in the same year. Jeffrey Mass died just weeks 
before seeing his volume on Short Cross coinage published in the 
Sylloge series (Numismatic Circular, June 2001).42, John Davenport, 
the author of many standard works on crowns and talers, and whose 
work Spink published in the 1960s and 1970s, died that summer. 
Noel Woolf, author of our publication The Medallic Record of the 
Jacobite Movement,*? died in May (Numismatic Circular, April 2001). 
Peter Begent, co-author of our History of the Noble Order of the Garter, 
died after an accident in Prague (Numismatic Circular, October 2001). 

We found quite by chance, hidden away amongst many 
mediocre books in a provincial auction sale, a book not recorded in 
Christian Dekesel’s sixteenth-century bibliography. It was a 1558 
edition of Bude’s De Asse, which we managed to purchase and subse- 
quently list for sale in the December 2001 issue of the Circular.*4 
[Figure 8] After a sad start, the year ended on a refreshing note. We 
published Harry Manville’s Tokens of the Industrial Revolution, which 
went on to win the International Association of Professional 
Numismatists’ Book Prize for 2002. 

Alex Stone, co-author with Howard Linecar of Proof and Pattern 
Crown-Size Pieces, published by Spink in 1969, died in May 2002 (see 
the obituary in the Numismatic Circular, August 2002). David Sear’s 
Roman Coins and Their Values Volume II was published in June 2002 
— this time we got the print run correct, and initially produced 
10,000 copies. We have not yet needed to reprint that volume. 

In the first few months of 2003 we reprinted five volumes of 
Roman Imperial Coinage. We also reprinted Volume 8 with improved 
and enhanced plates. A tradition that started in 1923, with the 
appearance of Volume I of Harold Mattingly’s visionary ‘handbook’ 
to the Roman Imperial Coinage series, continues. 

In March we published Martin Allen’s The Durham Mint for the 
British Numismatic Society, which we hope will prove to be as suc- 
cessful for the BNS and the author as was Harry Manville’s Tokens of 
the Industrial Revolution. In April we published, again with George 


42 J. P. Mass, Sylloge of Coins of the British Isles, vol. 56: The J.P. Mass 
Collection of English Short Cross Coins 1180 to 1247 (London, 2002). 

43 N. Woolf, The Medallic Record of the Jacobite Movement (London, 1990). 

44 Spink Numismatic Circular 109 (2001), p.426 no. $1107. 

45 TI), R. Sear, Roman Coins and Their Values, vol. 2: The Accession of Nerva 
to the Overthrow of the Severan Dynasty AD 96-AD 235 (London, 2002). 
Volume III to be published in 2004: The Decline and Fall of Rome and the 
Triumph of Christianity, A.D. 235-491. 
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EXTREMELY RARE — NOT RECORDED IN DEKESEL 

$1107 BUDE. GUILLAUME. [BUDAEUS]. 
Extrait ov Abrege du Liure de Asse de feu monsieur Budee, auquel les monnoyes, poix, et mesures 
anciennes sont reduites a celles de maintenant. Reueu de nouueau, corrige et additionne. Paris, par 
lan Ruelle, 1558. 16mo, 11 x 7cm., 128 leaves (A-Q8)} numbered as 23 6pp. + index (20pp). 
Very minimal] and very occasional marginal blemishes; minimal paper defect at margin of leaf C1, 
small tear at margin of leaf Q6 affecting one word, easily repaired. 18th Century full speckled calf; 
back gilt, red label, speckled page edges; marbled endpapers, green silk marker. Minimal wear at 
extremities. 
18th century inscription on first free endpaper: “A Mr. Rahault de Villers Auditeur des comptes a 
Paris En Jan 1775”. 
Possibly the owner of this charming book was Pierre-Francois Rahault de Saint-Val, listed as “avocat 
auditeur” (apprentice-attorney?) working in Paris from 1764 at the 5th bench at the Palais de 
Justice - see Liste des avocats au parlement de Paris pour l’annee 1770. 
Dekesel records just one copy of the 1555 Paris Edition, that in Vienna - National Bibliothek. The 
1555 edition has page 5 unumbered and page 7 numbered as six. These two errors have been 
corrected in the present 1558 edition. 
Extremely Rare. £1,500 


nr ¥ oe . a ever , 


Figure 8 
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Kolbe, Christian Dekesel’s even more extensive work on seven- 
teenth-century books, his three-volume, 3,234 page, Bibliography of 
17th Century Numismatic Books.46 Christian continues to work on his 
proposed Bibliography of 18th Century Numismatic Books. 

Our new, more user-friendly Web site was launched in June 
2003: <www.spink.com>. 

In February 2003 we published our largest-ever colour catalogue 
of all of our own publications, along with those we publish on 
behalf of others and those we distribute for other publishers, run- 
ning to some 96 pages. We took copies along to the International 
Numismatic Congress held in Madrid, in September 2003, and hand- 
ed them out to a similar number of attendees that were at the last 
INC at Berlin, but this time the catalogue wasn’t produced from a 
card index! 


46 C. E. Dekesel, Bibliotheca Nummaria II: A Bibliography of 17th Century 
Numismatic Books, 3 vols. (London, 2003). 


President’s Message 
by Pete Smith 


Coin collecting can be a solitary hobby. One image of a biblio- 
phile is an eccentric loner pouring over dusty books in his musty 
library. It may be security that keeps a collector from sharing or it 
may just be the lack of a kindred spirit. For 25 years the Numismatic 
Bibliomania Society has provided collectors with the opportunity to 
socialize with other collectors in person, over the Internet, or 
through our print journal, The Asylum. 

My introduction to numismatic literature as a collecting field 
came about 30 years ago. I visited a friend in Akron, Ohio, who took 
me to visit his uncle, a coin collector. During the visit we talked lit- 
tle about coins but much more about his interest in studying auc- 
tion catalogs to better understand the hobby and current market. 

I met Dick Punchard on November 6, 1976. He became my men- 
tor on U.S. large cents and related literature. He was generous in 
allowing access to his library as I was doing research on one of my 
early books. 

I met Jack Collins at the Early American Coppers convention in 
Cocoa Beach, Florida, in January 1979. Although we would meet 
again several more times, I can’t recall a private conversation. 
Collins had a vision for an organization of people who loved litera- 
ture and this vision grew into the Society we enjoy today. 

It was Dick Punchard who told me about formation of the 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society. With Punchard, I attended the 
1980 ANA convention in Cincinnati and the August 18 presentation 
by John J. Ford, Jr. The room was full, with about 100 in attendance. 
I recall an active discussion with Harry Bass heckling from the back 
of the room. I don’t know that the NBS had a larger attendance at 
any subsequent program. I hope somewhere there is a sign-up sheet 
to keep a record of attendance. Many members who attended the 
meeting in 1980 are still active in our Society today. 

Three years later, I attended the ANA convention in San Diego. 
On the evening of August 14, 1983, Dick and I| attended the first 
public auction conducted by Cal Wilson. Although I had Wilson 
sign the cover, I did not gather signatures of others in attendance. 
The only one I remember was Armand Champa. 

Wilson served as president of the NBS during 1983-85. He pro- 
duced a house organ, Wilson’s Numismatic Repository, from 1982 
until 1984. When he changed the name in 1984 to The Repository, he 
gave this reason — “Because.” Publication continued until 1988. 
During those six years, Wilson produced 24 issues of his newsletter.! 

Over the period of 1982-84, our quarterly journal The Asylum 


1 Wilson briefly surfaced to publish an additional issue of The Repository 
on his Web site, dated October 2001 and comprising Vol. V, Nos. 5-6. 
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appeared just four times in two-and-a half years. The editor of The 
Asylum during this period was Carling Gresham, who was ultimately 
relieved of this position by President Wilson. As a subscriber to both 
publications, | got much more out of Wilson’s publication than the 
official journal of our society. 

I recall Ken Lowe as the most gregarious promoter of our hobby. 
His articles in Out on a Limb, published by The Money Tree, included 
chatty reports on ANA conventions. He had a descriptive term for 
everyone he met. Let me quote from his report on the 1988 
convention: 


George Kolbe — the paragon. Imagine Peter Ustinov with 
the seeming innocence of Sergeant Schultz. Cal Wilson — 
looks like a college history professor at Swarthmore ... the 
voice of a television newscaster. John Bergman — perhaps 
the most unaffected individual I have ever met, also the 
tallest bibliomaniac (besides Del Bland) in existence ... 
Jimmy Stewart in “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,” the 
neighbor who single-handedly would volunteer to rebuild 
your barn and thank you for the privilege. Charles Davis — 
prematurely gray, mustached, retiring, knowledgeable. Remy 
Bourne — suave, debonair, polished, class (how-in-the-hell 
did he get involved with these reprobates?) Jack Collins — 
Hollywood, expensively bespectacled, bearded, well 
groomed. Carling Gresham — 50 years in the hobby (and 
looks like every year of it.) outspoken, opinionated, garru- 
lous, generous; warm, a helluva guy. 


I could write a paragraph and not reveal as much about each of 
those people. The descriptions also tell us much about Lowe. We 
were all shocked by his premature death. 

I missed the ANA convention in Cincinnati in 1988. This was 
the occasion for the greatest social event in the history of numismat- 
ic literature, now know as “The Invasion of Louisville.” Armand 
Champa hosted a busload of people at his house on July 23. Among 
the 50 guests was a professional photographer and videographer to 
record the event. 

One of the smallest NBS social events was the “Ard Browning 
Gravesite Tour” when Carl Herkowitz, Scott Rubin and I set off for 
Palm, Pennsylvania, to honor the grave (and life) of a great author. 
The trip represented Carl’s passionate pursuit of information and a 
personal connection with a book he loves. This is something we all 
share (or should). 

Death has taken Harry Bass, John Bergman, Armand Champa 
and Jack Collins, to name just some Bs and Cs. Families gather at 
funerals to honor the deceased and celebrate a life. In somewhat the 
same way, bibliophiles may gather at a public sale to honor a collec- 
tor and his library. 
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Another social event is planned for the 2004 ANA convention 
with “The Great Numismatic Libraries of Pittsburgh Tour.” Perhaps 
the NBS President in 2029 will look back at this event as his intro- 
duction to the social connections available through the NBS. Each 
of us has a unique set of experiences related to the hobby. These are 
a few of my recollections from the first 25 years of the NBS. It is pos- 
sible that some members have never shared their library with a 
friend or attended an NBS social event. We hope the NBS will con- 
tinue to provide social opportunities for our members to enjoy, if 
they choose. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NUMISMATIC 
BIBLIOMANIA SOCIETY ON ITS TWENTY-FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY AND A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO 

THOSE WHO HAVE HELPED TO PERPETUATE 
JACK COLLINS’ DREAM 


George Kolbe 


AVAILABLE NOW 
THE NEW COLLECTOR’S HANDBOOK 


$14.95 


Have you inherited a collection of which you have little or no practical knowledge? 
...or perhaps you are a collector who does not want his heirs to be faced with the 
ditficult situation posed by the first question. In either case, we recommend you purchase 
The Collector’s Handbook. This handy guide cuts right to the chase on every topic from 


record keeping to estate 
planning to disposition 
methods. 

The Collector’s Handbook is 
written to the active, current 
collector, but all pertinent 
chapters also include Tips for 
Heirs sections that aid in 
avoiding the common pitfalls 
encountered by that group. 
The guide is sized perfectly 
to keep with your collection 
or in a safe deposit box. 


The Collector’s Handbook is 
available for just $14.95 plus 
$2.05 shipping and handling 
per copy To order your 
copy: send your check or 
money order to HERITAGE, 
attention Kathy Eilers, 3500 
Maple Avenue, 17th Floor, 
Dallas, TX 75219-3941, or 
Call 214-528-3500, Ext. 392. 


HERITAGE 


Galleries & Auctioneers 


3500 MAPLE AVENUE, 17TH FLOOR * DALLAS, TX 75219-3941 
HeritageCoins.com * 1-800-872-6467 


Happy Birthday Numismatic 
Bibliomania Society 
from Darryl and Myron Xenos 
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Bid Sale of MUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


g__ the Money Tree, Inc 
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@ Rocky River, OH 44116 

#@ Phone: 440-333-3444 

Fax: 440-333-4463 

Dealers and Publishers of Fine Numismatic Literature 


WANTED 


® ANY U.S. AUCTION CATALOGUES WITH BUYER AND / OR 
CONSIGNOR INFORMATION 


* BID BOOK AUCTION CATALOGUES 


® SPECIAL EDITION OR INTERLEAVED AUCTION 
CATALOGUES 


® ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS 


® EARLY LISTS OR PUBLICATIONS ON U.S. COINS AS 
LISTED IN ATTINELLLI 


® DEALER OR COLLECTOR CORRESPONDENCE 


® AUTOGRAPHS OF MINT DIRECTORS OR IMPORTANT 
ENGRAVERS 


WILL CONSIDER INDIVIDUAL ITEMS OR WHOLE 
COLLECTIONS 


WRITE, CALL OR E-MAIL: 
DAN HAMELBERG 
303 S. MATIS, SUITE 200 


CHAMPAIGN, IL 61821 


PHONE 217-352-4851 
danhamelberg@aol.com 


AMERICA'S OLDEST NUMISMATIC 


BOOK AND COIN DEALERS 
founded in 1932 
first auction sale in 1935 
at the same location since 1953 


Stack's maintains a full stock of most standard numismatic 
references and can obtain most other titles as needed. We 
publish new works on coins as well as reprint others. We 
stock important out of print auction sale catalogues. 


Stack's regularly publishes lists of the books we have in 
stock. If you have not already received one, please write for 
your free copy, mentioning you saw us here. 


Our most recent publications include: 

The Numismatic Legacy of the Jews. 2000. $125 
The George C. Perkins. Collection. 2001. $125 

The Joseph Brobston Collection. (repr.) 1999. $250 
The Philip Showers Collection. (repr.) 1999. $75 


Stack's. A name you know and a name you can trust. 


STACK'S RARE COINS 

123 West 57th Street 

New York, NY 10019 

lel 2123822550 

Fax 212.582.1946 

Email to info@stacks.com 

See us on the web at www.stacks.com 
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ANY LANGUAGE 


ANY PERIOD 


ALWAYS WANTED 


we & 2 
SPINK 


founded 1666 


69 SOUTHAMPTON ROW BLOOMSBURY, 
LONDON WCI1B 4ET. TEL: 020 7563 4000 
FAX: 020 7563 4066 = http://www.spink-online.com 


The Great Numismatic Libraries of 
Pittsburgh Tour 


The Wayne K. Homren Library 
Featuring an extensive collection of monographs, pamphlets, journals, 
sales catalogues and manuscripts relating to American Numismatics 
Highlights include: William E. Du Bois’ 1846 Pledges of History(the first 
published account of the US Mint Cabinet); Mark Collet’s copy of the 1851 
Roper sale; Interleaved 1865 J. N. T. Levick / Lincoln assassination date 
sale; Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society Archives 1878-1889 


The E. Tomlinson Fort “Memorial” Library 


Featuring works dealing with the coinage and history of Europe up to 
the Fifteenth Century. 

Highlights include: Edward Gibbon’s copy of Renier Budel, De monetis 
et re numaria (Cologne, 1591); an original edition of Otto Posse’s Die Siegel 
der Deutschen Kaiser und Kénige von 751 bis 1913 (Dresden, 1909-1913); 
David C. Douglas’ annotated copy of the Regesta Regum Anglo- 
Normannorum (Oxford 1913-1968); R. W. Cochran-Patrick’s Records of the 
Coinage of Scotland (Edinburgh, 1876) — the first British numismatic book 
with photographic plates. 


Friday August 20, 2004 
Tour Bus Departs from the ANA Convention at the David Lawrence 
Convention Center in Pittsburgh at 1:00 PM 


$20 per person 
Space is limited, so book NOW. 
Send payment to NBS Treasurer W. David Perkins 


PO Box 212, Mequon, WI 53092. Please make cheque out to 
“Numismatic Bibliomania Society.” 


All proceeds will benefit the Numismatic Bibliomania Society. The tour 
is open to NBS members only. No refunds unless the entire tour is can- 
celled. For further information contact either Wayne Homren 
(whomren@coinlibrary.com) or Tom Fort (etfort@comcast.net) 


CHRISTOPHER EIMER 
Since 1970, buying, selling and writing about Commemorative 
and Historical Medals 
(view online at www.christophereimer.co.uk) 
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(Recipient of the 2002 Carl W.A. Carlsson Medal, 
presented by Medal Collectors of America) 
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MEDAL MAKING IN 
ISTH-CENTURY BRITAIN 


_ i 


CHRISTOPHER EIMER 
P.O. Box 352, London NW11 7RF 
United Kingdom 
Tel. (0044) 20 8458 9933 / Fax: (0044) 20 8455 3535 
art@christophereimer.co.uk (e-mail) 
www.christophereimer.co.uk (web-site) 
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The Coins Aren’t the Only Things That Are 
Scarce, or Tracking Down a Book about 
the New Orleans Mint 


By David Ginsburg 


A few years ago, I developed an interest in the gold coins pro- 
duced at the New Orleans mint in the 1840s and 1850s — the 
decades that were the height of the city’s glory as perhaps the richest 
city in America. 

I began to research the economic activity of the city in that era, 
as you might expect, on the Internet, and very quickly found the 
sites for the Historic New Orleans Collection <www.hnoc.org> and 
the Louisiana State Museum <Ism.crt.state.la.us>. On the State 
Museum’s Web site, I found A Medley of Cultures by former Louisiana 
State Museum Historian Kimberly Hanger, of which Chapter 3, “The 
Driving Force: Economic Activity in Louisiana,” was the most perti- 
nent to my research. 

I was very pleased to find that each chapter of this monograph 
includes a substantial bibliography, which, for Chapter 3, runs to 11 
pages of books and articles. However, the one listing that grabbed 
my attention the most was A History of the United States Mint, New 
Orleans, Louisiana by Charles J. Collins, Jr. (Baton Rouge, 1970). 

I was intrigued, because I’d never heard of this book before. I 
checked various online used booksellers (no luck), the numismatic 
booksellers (no one had heard of it) and asked a leading southern 
gold coin dealer (he hadn’t heard of it, either). Next, I asked my 
local public library to obtain the book through interlibrary loan — 
no luck there, either. The only copy they could find was in the refer- 
ence collection of the New Orleans Public Library, which they 
wouldn’t lend out! 

So, unwilling to buy an airplane ticket to New Orleans, I finally 
did what I should have done earlier: I subscribed to The E-Sylum and 
asked Wayne Homren, the editor, to ask my fellow subscribers if any 
of them had a copy. By the way, Mr. Homren hadn’t heard of the 
book, either. 

Much to my surprise and pleasure, shortly after my inquiry, I 
received a response from a subscriber who owns a copy (stored off- 
site, unfortunately for me). However, he thoughtfully referred me to 
an acquaintance of his who, very kindly, sent me a photocopy. 

The book is, indeed, about the New Orleans mint, although 
“manuscript” might be a better description than “book.” Also, as it 
was written by an architecture student at Louisiana State University, 
its focus is mostly on the building itself, rather than the activities 
that went on inside! 
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According to the Foreward, the manuscript “was made possible 
through a grant from the Baton Rouge Bureau for Lath and Plaster, 
which each year makes a grant to a student who has completed the 
architectural history courses in the Department of Architecture at 
Louisiana State University,” and was written in either “Summer 
1970” or “June 1971” (the title page and Foreward differ). 

The manuscript consists of approximately eighty 8.5 by 11 inch 
pages, 21 of which trace the history of the building, its uses and 
repairs, etc.; 21 of which are appendices (such as the text of the con- 
tract and specifications for the building of the Mint), footnotes and 
a bibliography; and the remaining 38 pages are pictures of other 
buildings also designed by William Strickland, floor plans of the 
Mint and pictures of architectural details of the building. 

As with other books I’ve read, I find Mr. Collins’s bibliography to 
be very tantalizing, as he lists sources such as: House Document No. 
462, The Branch Mint at New Orleans (27th Congress, Session II, 
March 31, 1842); “Issues of the U.S. Mint at New Orleans,” from the 
American Journal of Numismatics (11 [1876]); and the Manuscript 
Record Book (New Orleans, The United States Mint, c. 1850). 

My only regret is that my copy appears to be a “copy of a copy,” 
with consequential degradation in picture quality. 

In an effort to obtain an “original” copy of this apparently pri- 
vately printed manuscript, I thought I’d try to reach the author, 
whom I now believed to be either a practicing architect or an archi- 
tecture professor. Much to my surprise, a simple Internet search con- 
nected me with Mr. Collins, who was somewhat surprised to be 
asked questions about his 33-year-old effort. 

He told me that the Baton Rouge Bureau for Lath and Plaster was 
a private trade association of plaster contractors, which offered a 
$500 scholarship to architecture students to produce a research 
paper. He told me that he believed that about 15 to 20 copies of the 
manuscript were originally produced. 

We discussed his research, which was quite thorough, as he trav- 
eled to the National Archives (where he obtained the building’s floor 
plans) and interviewed all the New Orleans architects and builders 
involved in the various renovations of the Mint that he could. He 
mentioned that one of the architects involved in the 1931 conver- 
sion of the Mint building into a Federal prison retrieved a manu- 
script book from the then-unoccupied building. 

We also discussed his assertion in his manuscript that William 
Strickland designed the Mint without ever visiting New Orleans. Mr. 
Collins said that he was advised to read the society pages of the New 
Orleans’ newspapers during the time, as the arrival and stay in the 
city of such a prominent visitor from the then-distant city of 
Philadelphia would certainly have merited one or more mentions. 
Mr. Collins said that he was unable to find such a mention, and that 
the lack of a visit by Mr. Strickland led to him designing a building 
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that was more suited to being built in Philadelphia (on bedrock 
foundation) rather than in New Orleans (on a rather swampy foun- 
dation). As a consequence, the Mint building developed structural 
problems within five years of its construction and a series of repairs 
and supports were needed over the following 15 years to keep it 
from sinking into the unstable soil. 

When I remarked on the thoroughness of his bibliography, he 
responded by saying that he was very conscious of the need to be 
complete and that he “wanted to leave good footprints.” He also 
mentioned that when the Mint was being renovated by the 
Louisiana State Museum, the firm involved read his book and then 
sent two employees to consult with him. 

Following my conversation with Mr. Collins, I contacted Greg 
Lambousy, Director of Collections of the Louisiana State Museum 
who told me that the Baton Rouge Bureau for Lath and Plaster, once 
one of a number of similar organizations in Louisiana, no longer 
operates, and that a ledger containing the letters of the Office of the 
Superintendent of Repairs to the Branch Mint at New Orleans, 1856- 
1859, was donated to the Louisiana State Museum by Samuel 
Wilson, an architect, in 1976 and is currently on display in the Mint 
exhibit. 

If you have any questions about the manuscript, please contact 
me at <ginsburg.d@worldnet.att.net>. 


Charles P. Senter 
By John Adams 


The Ford Library Sale of June 1, 2004 fetched all-in proceeds of 
more than $1.6 million. This sum represents a new world record and 
by a wide margin. Why on earth did so much money roll in? 

John J. Ford, Jr. was very precise in describing his library: he col- 
lected not rarity or value but knowledge. It turns out that knowledge 
has a lot of value that, in Ford’s case, has been hidden from public 
view for many years. Hopefully, buyers of Ford material will come 
forward to share their newly acquired knowledge. It is in this spirit 
that the following brief article is proffered to The Asylum’s reader 
ship. 

Charles P. Senter is known to the cognoscenti by an American 
Art Association Anderson Galleries catalogue dated October 27, 
1933. Conducted during the nadir of the Depression, the sale was 
anything but a financial success. Great rarities were bunched into 
bulk lots and hammered down at a fraction of the values that had 
obtained just a few years earlier. 

The author owns a priced and named copy of the 1933 Senter 
sale and was privileged to buy at the Ford Sale Senter’s own copy! of 
“Betts” [See figures 1 and 2], the bible of all collectors of North 
America historical medals ever since the volume was first published 
in 1894. The combination of the named auction sale and Senter’s 
annotated copy of Betts (lot 180 in the Ford Library sale) offers sever- 
al insights into the history of medal collecting in this country. A few 
illustrations will help to make the point. 

Senter listed his acquisitions next to the appropriate Betts num- 
ber, noting the date of purchase, the price in code, the condition 
and occasionally the source. By aggregating all his dates of purchase, 
we get half a dozen heavy concentrations that we assumed to be auc- 
tion sales. Hoping to break the price code, we checked Adams and 
Manville for sales on or shortly before the dates in question. This 
exercise produced zero hits. In fact, Senter did not participate in auc- 
tions (of which many collectors were suspicious in those days). 
Rather, he dealt directly with the major dealers who had the finan- 
cial means to hold large amounts of material in inventory. Indeed, 
Senter’s copy of Betts reveals that Wayte Raymond and B.G. Johnson 
were regular suppliers, apparently sending large consignments on 
approval. 

Senter’s acquisitions range over a ten-year period, beginning on 
May 12, 1921 and ending on May 26, 1930. The first W.W.C. Wilson 
Sale, the major medal sale of the decade, occurred on November 16 


! The copy is unsigned but the holdings are identical to the medals sold 
in the 1933 catalogue. 
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The Period of Colonization. a7 


72. 1690. Obv, LUDOVICUS MAGNUS REX CHRISTIANISSIMUS. 
coun. (A die-sinker in Paris.) Bust similar to last. 

Kev. Same as last, 

Copper. Size 26. Mcl., 16. 


73. 1490, Oby, LUDGVICUS XIN, REX CHRISTIANISSIMUS * 
Bust similar to last. 

Rev, Same as last. 

Copper. Size 26. 


94. 1690. Oly, LYROVICVS. MAGNVS, REX . CHRISTIANISSTI- 
mys @ Bust of the King to right, without drapery, in a de- 
pressed circle. 

Aev. FRANCIA IN NOVO ORBE VICTRIX . IW exerzue, KR- 
BECA, LIBERATA |M.bc.xc. (Translation under 68.) De- 
sign similar to last, but the beaver is crawling wf the rack at 

the loft. 

mize 32. S. % Med. Lawis le Grand, Ed: 1723, 234, 
A: j.N,, IX, 1, [See note on 68.) 


PRENCH-INDIAN MEDAL. 


og 15-1693. Ob, LUDOVICUS MAGNUS REX CHRISTIANISSIMOS, 
“Bust of King to right undraped, laureated. un. zovswe.e. be- ahs 
low bust. Vie 
: Rev. reLicrras pomus avousrar. (The pride of the Royal 
* house.) At the top, bust of the Dauphin to left, spren . 
opeLrH. beneath. (His Serene Highness, the Dauphin). Bust 
of the Duke of Burgundy te the right, . Lup. p . ByvRG , 
peneath. (Louis, Duke of Burgundy). Bust of the Duke 
“d Anjou to left, puin.p. any. beneath, (Philip, Duke of 
Anjou.) Bust of the Duke de Berri, at the bottom, .car.p. 
nirur . beneath. (Charles, Duke of Berri) The busts of 
Louis and Philip face each other. All are in profile with 
flowing hair, In exergue, M.DC.XCHIL. 5. novscm, ow. ¥ 
Silver and copper. Size 48. 


Laval Univ. (Canada). , Le 


ae 


Figure 1: A page from C.W. Betts, American Colonial History Illustrated 
by Contemporary Medals (New York, 1894) with annotations by 


Charles P. Senter. 
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106 Historical Medals of America. 


210. QOév. THE -?. BRITISH -- GLORY <:!-REVIV . D-:. BY <1 
wy 5. a ADMIRAL <- VERNON o Half length figure three-quarters to 
left; line below legend ; finger points at Rr, elbow at R, 

Rev. Same die as 201, but face of die slightly worn or 
turned down, so as to obliterate some of the water lines 5 
two sal) houses added at right on water front, and one house 
and tower at left, This die as altered is used on 215. 

Brass. Size 23. 


aii. Ofv, THE: BRITISH’ GLORY*¢ REVI¥ , Do BYC ADMIRAL 6 


apih ve verRNon> Half length figure three-quarters to left; line 
PB below legend; finger points between x1, elbow between on. 


Rev. HE . TOOK . PORTG . BELLO . WITH . SIX . SHIPS . 
ONLY. In exergue, Nov. 22.1739. Ships irregular, one, 
one, one, one, at right, and two at left; three sailing left ; 
three right ; no boats, and one vessel in harbor; ene steeple 
pointing at ¢; no land lines; water lines below lower ships. 

Brass, Size:23.. A.J, N., I, 48, No. 17.. This may be 
Med. IIL, Geo. TI, 107. 


212. O61, Similar to 210. 

Rev. HE . TOOK . PORTO » BELLO . WITH . SIX . SHIPS. 
ONLY. In exergue, BY, COURAGE, AND | conpucT. Ships one, 
ane, two and two; four te left, two to right: one vessel in 
harbor; one steeple pointing at 1; water lines below lower ships. 
"This may be Med. IL, Geo. IL, 110, which gives six 
varieties, 


Sa 
ae 


213. Ov, THE . BRITISH . GLORY . REVIV . D. BY . AD- 
“MIRAL . VERNON : . © (y’s reversed), Half length figure 
three-quarters to left ; line below legend; finger points at . 
between # and 8, elbow below last yn. 

Rev. HE . TOOK . PORTO , BELLO . WITH . SIX . SHIPS , 
ONLY. 1739:. In exergue, BY . COURAGE . AND | ConDUCT 
in's reversed). Ships one, one, two, two; four left. two 
right ; four boats in harbor, one outside; tree on both. sides 
of harbor; tower and steeple pointing at w and J; water lines 
and faint land lines. 

Copper. Size 2. 


Figure 2: A page from C.W. Betts, American Colonial History Illustrated 
by Contemporary Medals (New York, 1894) with annotations by 
Charles P. Senter. 
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to 18, 1925. Senter made no purchases on this date although, given 
that Wayte Raymond did make extensive purchases at the Wilson 
sale, some Wilson pieces undoubtedly became part of Senter’s hold- 
ings. His failure to participate in that sale emphasizes the then popu- 
larity of private treaty transactions as a distribution channel in sharp 
contrast to the ascendancy of the public auction in modern times. 

It is difficult to overstate the quality of the Senter collection In 
recent times the best set of Betts medals to come on the market 
belonged to Lucien LaRiviere. This material, described by Bowers & 
Merena in three separate catalogues (2000-2001), contained only 
one great rarity not found in Senter, the Annapolis Tuesday Club 
medal. In contrast, the Senter catalogue boasts an Oglethorpe medal, 
a 1693 Louis XIV family medal, an HONOS ET VIRTUS medal, an 
Anthony Wayne medal and the 1780 Virginia Happy While United, 
none of which are in LaRiviere. 

If Senter had a special strength in his United States section, it 
was the Admiral Vernon medals. Over one fourth of the 623 num- 
bers listed by Betts are Admiral Vernon medals. The typical Admiral 
Vernon medal bears an unimaginative design struck in shallow relief 
on poor metal. Most often the differences between varieties are 
minute and the individual pieces quite worn. In short, it is for most 
collectors of Betts medals an unappealing segment. The LaRiviere 
Collection contained just a handful of specimens as did the Paul 
Patterson Collection and as do the holdings of John J. Ford, Jr. 

Charles Senter was one of the very few Betts medal collectors to 
have the patience and curiosity to take the Admiral Vernon section 
seriously. His Vernon set (totaling 159 different varieties) was built 
meticulously, with acquisitions in nine of the 10 years that he col- 
lected culminating in two very large purchases made in 1929. 
Virtually all of the Admiral Vernon purchases were entered and 
attributed; indeed, Senter describes several dozen varieties not to be 
found in Betts. 

Lacking evidence to the contrary, it is tempting to conclude that 
Senter amassed his collection simply by making it known that he 
would pay top dollar at a time when there were few rivals. Such may 
well have been the case but, from the notes in the Vernon section, it 
is clear that the collector was also a student of some depth. Indeed, 
any future publication on Admiral Vernon medals will have to take 
account of the varieties he discovered, the varieties that he possessed 
in silver and the relatively few varieties that he failed to obtain. The 
man collected for but a brief span of years but his approach was 
intense. 

Assembling a world-class collection of Betts medals in a scant 10- 
year period is an accomplishment that only the specialist can fully 
appreciate. 

However, this was not the only dimension of Senter’s collecting 
prowess. Lots 145 through 182 comprise some world-class 
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decorations including Austria-Hungary’s Order of the Golden Fleece, 
Russia’s Order of St. Vladimir (Gold cross), Poland’s Order of the 
White Eagle, Siam’s Order of the Crown and Corea’s Order of the 
Plum Flower. These fetched $175, $80, $75, $42, and $50, respective- 
ly, in the depths of the Depression. Among British historical medals 
were Davison’s gold medal for the Battle of the Nile at $92.50 and an 
example in gold of Boulton’s medal to honor the heroes of Trafalgar 
at $125. To assemble such gems, Senter must have maintained an 
extensive correspondence with the leading European dealers. 

Any thoughtful numismatist will be struck by the fact that an 
important collection was assembled as if by stealth. Senter wrote 
nothing about his hobby. There is no notice of his attendance at 
ANA conventions or similar gatherings. His obituary does not appear 
in The Numismatist. He even traveled under the radar of Pete Smith. 

For the record, Charles P. Senter was born on February 14, 1870, 
the son of William Marshall Senter and Jane Wilkens Senter. His 
place of birth is listed as Gibson, Tennessee, but the census of 1880 
finds the family in St. Louis, where the father is listed as a cotton 
merchant. With more digging we suspect that Charles Senter will 
prove to be a man of many parts. For now, suffice to note that he 
served as Marshall for the 1904 Olympic games held in St. Louis and 
that he died in 1933 at the age of sixty-three. 


Frank Van Zandt 
(1949-2004) 


By Joel J. Orosz 


A Holmesian ability to deduce biography from a close observa- 
tion of appearance has never been my forte, but I felt positively 
Sherlockian the day I met Frank Van Zandt, which was during the 
1993 ANA annual convention. The tanned and weather-beaten face, 
the calloused hands, the baseball-style cap worn at a less-than-jaunty 
angle, the unhurried diction, the habitual skeptical expression, all 
pointed to “farmer” as the man’s occupation. So he proved to be; 
moreover, he possessed all of the virtues — and vices — commonly 
ascribed to sodbusters. On the virtuous side of the ledger, he was 
open, generous, honest, and fiercely independent. On the vice side, 
he could be narrow, resentful and judgmental. As a sum of these 
parts, however, Frank Van Zandt was a collector of remarkable 
breadth and achievement, a man whose considerable faults were 
more than outweighed by his exceptional virtues. 

It must be noted, before anything else is said, that Frank’s rustic 
exterior belied a surprising level of sophistication on a number of 
topics. I first glimpsed this when I noted that his home in Livonia, 
New York, was located on Van Zandt Road. Subsequently, I learned 
that it was so named because Van Zandts had farmed the surround- 
ing countryside since the republic was young. Frank lived in the 
“new” farmhouse on the property, which had been built not long 
after Andrew Jackson had thrashed the British in New Orleans. 
Similarly, Van Zandt’s unpolished style on the bourse floor didn’t 
square with the fact that, at various times, he had served as the 
President of the venerable Rochester Numismatic Society, and as 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society. 

That theme of “apparent hick/actual achiever” was never more 
evident than it was throughout his collecting activities. Frank got his 
start in numismatics by inheriting a coin collection, but he added to 
it with a vengeance. His cabinet of American Indian artifacts, some 
gathered from the fields of his own farm, some acquired from less 
exemplary sources, was dazzling. Van Zandt’s library was a wonder, 
filled with specialties such as a nearly complete shelf of the publica- 
tions of Joel Munsell. 

His numismatic library never quite rivaled those of Champa, 
Bass, or Ford, but it was clearly in the second rank behind these leg- 
endary collections. It was Frank, after all, who owned two sets of the 
American Journal of Numismatics, and thus discovered that there 
were two distinct varieties of the Levick Plate. Examine the footnotes 
in Q. David Bowers’ book American Numismatics Before the Civil War, 
and see how heavily Dave relied upon obscure ephemera from the 
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Bronze medal issued by the Rochester Numismatic Society in honor 
of Frank van Zandt. Photo curtousy William Coe. 


Van Zandt library in order to reconstruct the story of the antebellum 
coin-collecting scene. Or consider that the definitive set of W. Elliot 
Woodward catalogues, formed by R.W. McLachlan, went directly 
from the Chateau de Ramezay to Van Zandt Road in Livonia (this set 
is now in the capable custody John W. Adams). Nor did Frank limit 
himself to U.S. imprints, for his shelves were freighted with substan- 
tial runs of Canadian, British, and other non-US. literature. 

Frank’s library was so extensive, and contained such depth on so 
many subjects, that a scholar might well have regarded it as a private 
research repository. In 2001, for example, when I needed to examine 
a known genuine specimen of Jeremiah Colburn’s handwriting in 
order to write a “Printer’s Devil” column (see “Colburn’s Cogan: An 
Exercise in Reconstructing Provenance” in The Asylum, Winter, 
2001), I turned to Frank first. Despite the fact that, in a burst of mil- 
lennial housecleaning, he had by then sold off large portions of his 
nuimismatic library, he was still able to produce a holographic letter 
from Colburn. 

| would be a dishonest eulogist, however, if I were to minimize 
the dark side of Van Zandt’s personality. His tanned skin was rather 
thin, and as a result, he was perpetually embroiled in conflicts with 
fellow collectors or dealers. To be his friend for any length of time 
was to pass back and forth between his favor and his wrath. To be 
out of his favor — to catch the brunt of his wrath — was not an 
experience for the faint of heart. Yet his wrath was not implacable; 
the fallen could, and oftentimes did, rise again into his favor. 

Though his wrath was unpleasant, I prefer to remember the 
many good and decent aspects of his being. Long will I recall his 
cackling laugh over the phone, which often erupted as he recounted 
how he had confounded the condescension of some stuffed-shirt 
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collector or dealer. Still grating on my ear is the screeching that 
came over the line every time he shifted in his desk chair — a chair 
that apparently had not seen the business end of an oilcan since the 
“new” house had been built. Occupying an honored spot on my 
bookshelf is a priced and named copy of Augustus B. Sage’s Bogert 
catalogue that contains the discovery copy of the notice of sale for a 
private collection of coins that Sage conducted in New York City 
prior to the Civil War. In sheer generosity, Frank simply gave me 
this wonderful item. 

So, to paraphrase William Strobridge, we bid farewell to the fond 
old farmer. Not even Holmes could have deduced, from Frank Van 
Zandt’s appearance, the full measure of the man who dwelled within 
— the extent of the bad, certainly, but mostly, and now for eternity, 
the extent of the good. 


Reminiscences of the Early Days of 
Coin Auctions, Auction Catalogues, 
Numismatic Publications and the NBS 
by R. Craig Kammerer 


In 1967, I began attending weekly auctions/bid board closings at 
a coin shop called Jonathan’s in Inglewood, California. In atten- 
dance often were two other coin and numismatic book fanatics 
named Dan Demeo and Doug Bird. Dan and | both were graduate 
students at UCLA, so we often saw each other at work. 

A professor of electrical engineering at UCLA, he was very active 
in ancient coins and invited me to attend a private Classical Coin 
Collectors group, which met at members’ homes. The group had 
been active since the 1930s. A prominent member of the society was 
the famous auctioneer George Bennett. George was not only the pre- 
mier auctioneer for all auctions of coins held in the Los Angeles area, 
but a brilliant man. He could converse on ancient coins, Russian his- 
tory or just about any historical topic one could imagine, if he had 
the time and knew you well. George auctioned for Superior, Bowers 
& Ruddy, Kreisberg & Cohen, Numismatic Fine Arts et. al., as well as 
for his own small firm, which held periodic auctions in Van Nuys, 
California. Since George was quiet and unassuming, many people 
did not know of his vast knowledge of coins and history. 

George Kolbe began business circa 1967 and then was operating 
out of Mission Viejo, California, as your author clearly remembers 
receiving Kolbe auction catalogue #1 in 1976 [see figure 1]. 

At this time, I was buying ancient and English coins from B.A. 
Seaby, and Spink & Son, both of London, England. Coins were usu- 
ally purchased from George Muller, books from Howard Linecar, of 
Spinks, and from both Bert and Peter Seaby of Seaby’s. In June 1967, 
Seaby sent a relatively new employee of theirs, David Sear, to the 
C.O.I.N. convention, which was then held at Los Angeles Airport. 
David Sear sold me several ancient Roman coins, and a subscription 
to Seaby’s Coin & Medal Bulletin. A subscription was also begun to 
Spink’s Numismatic Circular. Both periodicals were available via sur- 
face mail at a very nominal rate, though the delay in receipt often 
precluded obtaining items one might want from those periodicals. It 
was about 1969 that Spink’s hired a new man as assistant to head of 
the book department, Howard Linecar; namely, Douglas Saville, who 
remains at the firm today as head of all their world-class publica- 
tions. Prior to 1969, all correspondence received by your author 
from Spink’s came from Howard Linecar (books) or George Muller 
(ancient coins). 

Joel Malter was the primary ancient coin dealer in the Los 
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NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


ON SALE 


rumber One 


Closing Date February 28, 1976 


G, FREDERICK KOLBE 
Past Olfice Box 2097 
24001 Estilo 
sion Viejo, California 92675 


Figure 1: The cover of George Kolbe’s first auction catalogue. 


364. FALL 2004 * THE ASYLUM 


Angeles area in the mid-to late 1960s, having started business in 
Venice, California. Joel quickly expanded, moving to Santa Monica, 
and then Encino, where he remains today. Joel published illustrated 
lists frequently in the early days, which were very well done, and full 
of information. A full set of these publications contain much infor- 
mation of ancient coins from all countries. 

At about this time, an old-time dealer named Sam Kabealo ran 
auctions in Pasadena, California, and Bird, Demeo and I attended 
most of his sales. Each catalogue was a leaflet-like paperback in small 
format, with few pictures. Concurrently, two men both named Sam 
ran the Long Beach Coin Convention, which were always huge gath- 
erings of most of the prominent dealers in the U.S. In addition, one 
of these men often held coin auctions at his Long Beach coin shop, 
which presented many offerings. 

Superior Coin & Stamp, then in downtown Los Angeles, began 
auctions at about this time, and I attended their first and all subse- 
quent auction sales, held on the second floor of their downtown 
offices. 

About 1971 or 1972, Joel Malter hired part-time a UCLA student 
named Bruce McNall. Bruce was a very capable ancient coin dealer 
and began Constantinople Fine Arts, followed by Numismatic Fine 
Arts (NFA), in partnership with Joel Malter. Numismatic Fine Arts 
had been the name of a coin firm led by Ed Gans, an old dealer in 
Berkeley, California, who had retired in the early 1960s. I remember 
that it was at about this time that UCLA purchased the numismatic 
library of Edward Gans for $100,000 and deposited the volumes in 
the UCLA research library. I perused many of those valuable vol- 
umes, including an original Giovanni Dattari, Monete Imperiali 
Greche. Numi Augg. Alexandrini (Cairo, 1901), which had been signed 
by the author. Relatively soon, Bruce McNall dissolved his partner- 
ship with Joel Malter and took the name NFA with him to Beverly 
Hills, where his firm prospered until about 1993, when it ceased 
business. Its sales catalogues [see Figure 2] were superb objects of art 
in their own right. Many famous dealers worked at NFA, including 
Steve Rubinger, Simon Bendall and David Sear. 

In about 1980 a new book dealer set up a table at the Long Beach 
Coin shows: John Bergman. John was a most cordial, helpful and 
friendly dealer, who enjoyed talking and learning about books. A 
visit to John’s table was always an enjoyable experience and by itself 
made a trip to Long Beach worthwhile. John lived in Long Beach, so 
he rarely missed a show. No matter what your purchase intentions 
were, John would always have time for you, and greet you with a 
smile. If there were more John Bergmans in the world, we all would 
be much better off, and this writer misses him greatly. 

It was about 1972 that Bowers & Ruddy, then headquartered in 
Hollywood, began auctions, with the sales held at the local Holiday 
Inn, and we attended their first sale, and most thereafter, until the 


Renewal Form 


Dear NBS Member: 


Once again it is time to renew your membership to the Numismatic Bibliomania Society for 2005. 
Don’t miss any copies of our award winning journal The Asylum. 


Name: 
Address: 


Please send your check or money order for $15.00 (if you live in the US) or $20.00 (if you live 
outside the US) to our treasurer: 


David M. Sundman, Secretary-Treasurer 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society 
P.O. Box 82 
Littleton, NH 03561 


” 
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P.O. Box 3788 © 342 North Rodeo Drive 
Beverly Hills, California 90212 
Telephone: (213) 278-1535 


Figure 2: An NFA literature sale from the mid-1980s. 
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firm left for New Hampshire [Figure 3]. One of their early sales fea- 
tured the collections of Matt Rothert. At the sale, Matt autographed 
his book on fractional currency for sale attendees. 

At that time, Ken Lee was a dealer in Glendale and specialized in 
California Gold; he also sold his famous book on California gold 
pieces. 

Jack Collins was “free-lance” at this time, but did occasionally 
enter into contracts as an astute cataloguer and photographer. It was 
not an infrequent occurrence to find him with photographic equip- 
ment, bellows and other accessories behind various dealers’ tables at 
Long Beach shows. Once a visit to see Jack in the offices of Abner 
Kreisberg and Jerry Cohen in Beverly Hills produced a very enjoyable 
afternoon discussing catalogues, books, and Jack’s future projects. 
Jack could talk for hours, was quite well informed, and would always 
have an opinion on any subject. At the time he was working on sev- 
eral projects, one being a book on the 1804 dollar. 

Cal Wilson and his Numismatic Repository began about 1980 and 
offered many tomes. 

A dealer named Bill Castenholtz was also active in the numis- 
matic book field at this time. He published an occasional publica- 
tion, called The Numismatic Messenger, selling a large variety of 
numismatic books. A visit to his home in Pacific Palisades, 
California, led me to a large room, which had all walls loaded with 
books. Bill once offered me many copies of an out of print book on 
the ancient Syracusian decadrachma, though, unfortunately, | 
declined his offer. 

Being a true collector, | have maintained complete sets of Bowers 
& Ruddy/Merena, Superior, NFA and others, as well as The Asylum, 
having been a charter subscriber. I also have kept sets of Bowers & 
Ruddy lists, from the days when Bowers was in partnership with a 
man named Hathaway, in Santa Fe Springs, California. In fact, my 
first Bowers review/small list was received about 1962-3 while an 
undergraduate student. At that time, he ran a small firm in a place 
called Johnson City, NY. AU common U.S. $10 gold pieces cost $35 
at that time, while $20 pieces were only $48.50 in common AU 
grade. If one bought 10 pieces, then a 50 cent discount per piece 
could be had. Ads for books were few and far between, as there was 
little interest compared to today. In fact, most auctions had piles of 
catalogues out for attendees and there was little interest in saving 
any, except for a single copy, to use during the current auction sale. 

It is my hope that The Asylum thrives for at least another 25 
years. It is also my fervent hope, that many paper publications do 
not disappear, under the influence of the Internet, which is so full of 
misinformation and advertisements that it could never replace the 
printed word, but only supplement it. 
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Figure 3: A sale held in Los Angeles by Spink & Son and Bowers and 
Ruddy in 1976 featuring the Scottish collection of S.P. Fay. 


President's Message 
by Pete Smith 


NBS 25th Anniversary 


The Numismatic Bibliomania Society began with 88 charter 
members in 1979. I began our annual membership meeting at the 
Pittsburgh ANA Convention by honoring the following charter 
members who are still active members in 2004: 


John W. Adams 
J. Richard Becker 
Mary Bergman 
Henry Bergos 
Michael Bourne 
Q. David Bowers 
David Gladfelter 
Russell Hibbs 
David Hirt 
George F. Kolbe 
Joseph Lasser 
Marvin Lessen 
Denis Loring 


Harrington Manville 
Richard Margolis 
Alan M. Meghrig 
Eric P. Newman 

Joel J. Orosz 

Jesse Patrick 

Phillip W. Ralls 
Margo Russell 

David Sklow 
William F. Spengler 
Stephen Tanenbaum 
Barry Tayman 
Anthony Terranova 


John Wilson 

The idea for our society was developed over dinner during the 
1979 ANA convention in St. Louis. A few members who were there 
shared their recollections at our 2004 membership meeting. 

Other activities included introduction of officers and our fund- 
raising auction. Among the donors for this year’s auction were Q. 
David Bowers, John Cunnaly, Christian Dekesel, Hal Dunn, David 
Fanning, Tom and Gosia Fort, Wayne Homren, George Kolbe, 
Douglas Saville, Pete Smith, Myron Xenos and a number of people 
who anonymously placed items on the auction tables. More than 
one thousand dollars was raised this year, most of which will go 
towards paying the expenses of our 25th anniversary issue. 

After a lively discussion, the members present agreed to provide 
a complimentary hard-cover copy of our 25th anniversary issue of 
The Asylum to both the ANA and ANS libraries. 

The following members and guest signed the register at our 2004 
meeting: 

David T. Alexander 
Anne Anaszewicz 
Gerald Anaszewicz 
Carol Bergos 
Henry Bergos 
Bruce L. Burten 
Frank Campbell 


Bob Fritsch 

F. Gordon Frost 
David Gladfelter 
N.M. Graver 
Nancy Green 
Carl R. Hirkowitz 
Dave Hirt 


Phil Carrigan 
John Dirnbauer 
Craig Eberhart 
David Fanning 
Carl L. Feldman 
E. Tomlinson Fort 
Dan Freidus 
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Eric Holcomb George Kolbe Bruce A. Perdue 
Charlie Horning John Kraljevich Edward Perkin 
John Huffman Denis Loring Bill Rau 

Peter Irion Alan Luedeking P. Scott Rubin 
Carlos Jara David Menchell Pete Smith 
Brad Karoleff Joel Orosz Barry Tayman 


Myron Xenos 


General Chairman 

Wayne Homren, past president of the NBS, served as General 
Chairman for the ANA “World’s Fair of Money” in Pittsburgh. He 
managed to attend several meetings during the convention. He orga- 
nized items from his collection for the exhibit area. He also arranged 
for an exhibit of the Carnegie Hero medals. 


The Great Numismatic Libraries of Pittsburgh Tour 

Tom Fort and Wayne Homren opened their libraries for “The 
Great Numismatic Libraries of Pittsburgh Tour.” They spent much 
effort to organize and arrange their materials for public viewing. 
Wayne gave commentary on the local sights as we bussed through 
Pittsburgh. 

A thunderstorm passed through the area on the day before the 
tour. Many tree branches were blown down and clean-up efforts 
were visible as we bussed through the area. Shortly after our tour 
hurricane-fueled rains flooded areas that we traveled. Neither library 
was damaged but travel was difficult for a few days. 

Although there were some last-minute substitutions, I recall 
(with my notes) that the following attended the tour: 


Henry Bergos Charles D. Horning 
Bruce L. Burton Carlos Jara 
Frank Campbell Brad Karoleff 
Phil Carrigan Joanna Koch 
Craig Eberhart Peter Koch 
David F. Fanning George F. Kolbe 
Dan Friedus Alan Luedeking 
David Gladfelter Joel Orosz 
Nicholas M. Graver Edward Perkin 
Nancy Green William G. Rau 
Russell Hibbs P. Scott Rubin 
Eric Holcomb Pete Smith 


Exhibits 

David W. Lange won the Aaron Feldman Memorial literature 
exhibit award with his exhibit of “Coin Boards (1934-2004)” stretch- 
ing the scope of literature to include coin boards. Lawrence Sekulich 
took second with “An 18th Century Magnum Opus” showing a book 
by George Virtue and discussing its prior owner, John Trotter 
Brockett. Wayne Homren took third place for “Numismatic 
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Literature of Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society Members: 
The First 100 Years.” Radford Stearns exhibited “A Tribute to 
Randolph Zander” with publications, pricelists and journals edited 
or written by Zander in the last half of the 20th century. 


The E-Sylum Awards 

The NBS continued to win awards at the Pittsburgh convention. 
The Numismatic Literary Guild gave our Web site (www. coin- 
books.org and The E-Sylum) an award for “Best Non-Commercial 
Web Site.” The E-Syluim also received an award from the ANA for 
“Best Club Publication.” 


Elections 

Elections for officers of the NBS will be conducted in 2005. 
Former President and board member Scott Rubin has agreed to chair 
the nominating committee with assistance from our founder George 
Kolbe and board member John Kraljevich. If you would like to serve 
on the board or recommend another member for service, please con- 
tact the nominating committee. 


The Next 25 Years 

When the NBS was formed, there were no lap-top computers, no 
world wide web, no e-mail, and no auction catalogues produced on 
CD-ROM. Publications evolved from typed manuscripts to print-on- 
demand documents produced from disk media or transmitted over 
phone lines. With all the modern innovations, we still collect, study 
and appreciate ink on paper. 

Technology will continue to change. Although there will be new 
ways to research numismatics, I assume we will still have public and 
private libraries in 25 years. We will still read old books and want to 
own the titles we enjoy. 

Members who have stayed with us for 25 years understand the 
value of literature. If our society is to grow and prosper, we need to 
reach out and find others who may not share our passion now but 
can learn these values. 


Numismaric BIBLIOMANIA SOCIETY. 


Ona 
President Vice-President Secretary/Treasurer 
Pete Smith John W. Adams W. David Perkins 
2424 4th Street NE 60 State St., 12th Floor PO Box 3888 
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The Asylum (ISSN 1552-1931) is published quarterly. Manuscripts sent to the 
editor should be accompanied by a CD. Submissions may also be emailed. 
Authors, please put your name(s) on all submitted material. 

All accepted manuscripts become the property of 
The Numismatic Bibliomania Society. 

For more information, please contact the editor. 


N.B.S. Membership: $15.00 annual dues in the United States, $20.00 else- 
where. Members receive all available issues of the current volume, if avail- 
able. Requests for membership and change of address should be submitted 
to the Secretary-Treasurer. 
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FIXED PRICE LIST 


I am issuing fixed price lists of scarce and interesting 
numismatic literature and ephemera including 

@ Rare 19th-century American Numismatic 
Periodicals 

@ Reference Works, Auction Catalogues and Society 
Proceedings 

@® Ephemera Including Signed Correspondence from 
Prominent Numismatists 

All carefully catalogued and described in detail. 

For a free copy of the list, please contact 


DAVID F. FANNING 
PO Box 6153, COLUMBUS, OH 43206 
E-MAIL <FANNINGS2@EARTHLINK.NET> 


Get on Board with The E-Sylum 


the weekly e-mail newsletter of the 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


Hundreds of bibliophiles around the U.S. and the 
world subscribe to this free publication, containing 
news and information about NBS 
and numismatic literature in general. 


To subscribe, write to Wayne Homren at 
whomren@coinlibrary.com 
For more information, see the NBS web site at 
http://www.coinbooks.org/ 


An Open Message To Martin Gengerke. 


Hi Marty. 


It has been a few years since 1 spoke to you at the New 
York ana about the idea of reprinting the eighth edi- 
tion of your major work, American Numismatic 
Auctions, last published in 1990. It has been the 
major source work and an inventory check fist for 
those of us who collect auction catalogues. Karl 
Moulton has provided us with a catalogue from 1990 
to the current times, but { have had numerous 
_ requests from collectors and new-comers who would ike 
to collect the earlier material. As with all collectibles, 
research works such as yours create the destred impe- 
tus to undertake the task. 1 would [ike to encourage 
you to reprint your eighth edition as is, or 1 will 
gladly pay you $1,000 for a rintable disc and the 
permission to reprint fi y Giant for the benefit of 


those who need the information. 


Respectfully, 
Myron Xenos, - 
and a whole group of catalogue collectors and researchers. 


1260 Smith Court 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
Phone: 440-333-3444 

Fax: 440-333-4463 


AVAILABLE NOW 
THE NEW COLLECTOR’S HANDBOOK 


$14.95 


Have you inherited a collection of which you have little or no practical knowledge? 
...or perhaps you are a collector who does not want his heirs to be faced with the 
difficult situation posed by the first question. In either case, we recommend you purchase 
The Collector’s Handbook. This handy guide cuts right to the chase on every topic from 


record keeping to estate 
planning to disposition 
methods. 

The Collector’s Handbook is 
written to the active, Current 
collector, but all pertinent 
chapters also include Tips for 
Heirs sections that aid in 
avoiding the common pitfalls 
encountered by that group. 
The guide is sized perfectly 
to keep with your collection 
or in a safe deposit box. 


The Collector’s Handbook is 
available for just $14.95 plus 
$2.05 shipping and handling 
per copy To order your 
copy: send your check or 
money order to HERITAGE, 
attention Kathy Eilers, 3500 
Maple Avenue, 17th Floor, 
Dallas, TX 75219-3941, or 
Call 214-528-3500, Ext. 392. 


Tx Planning, Strategy, and Estate Advice from Collectibles Experts 
oe for Collectors and Their Heirs 
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HERITAGE 


Galleries & Auctioneers 


3500 MAPLE AVENUE, 17TH FLOOR * DALLAS, TX 75219-3941 
HeritageCoins.com ¢ 1-800-872-6467 


AMERICA'S OLDEST NUMISMATIC 


BOOK AND COIN DEALERS 
founded in 1932 
first auction sale in 1935 
at the same location since 1953 


Stack's maintains a full stock of most standard numismatic 

references and can obtain most other titles as needed. We 

publish new works on coins as well as reprint others. We 
stock important out of print auction sale catalogues. 


Stack's regularly publishes lists of the books we have in 
stock. If you have not already received one, please write for 
your free copy, mentioning you saw us here. 


Our most recent publications include: 

The Numismatic Legacy of the Jews. 2000. $125 
The George C. Perkins Collection. 2001. $125 

The Joseph Brobston Collection. (repr.) 1999. $250 
The Philip Showers Collection. (repr.) 1999. $75 


Stack's. A name you know and a name you can trust. 


STACK'S RARE COINS 
123 West 57th Street 
New York, NY 10019 
Tel.212;582.2580 


Fax 212.582.1946 
Email to info@stacks.com 


i. Ke 
See us on the web at www.stacks.com 


FINE 
NUMISMATIC 
BOOKS 
ANY LANGUAGE 


ANY PERIOD 


ALWAYS WANTED 


w & x 
SPINK 


founded 1666 


69 SOUTHAMPTON ROW BLOOMSBUR 
LONDON WCIB 4ET. TEL: 020 7563 ree 
FAX: 020 7563 4066 http://www k-online.co 


George Frederick Kolbe is Pleased to Announce 


TWO PUBLIC AUCTION SALES 


The John J. Ford, Jr. Numismatic Library - Part II 
Held in Association with Stack’s 
AND 
Rarities of American Numismatic Literature 


Featuring the Craig N. Smith Library 


A FEW HIGHLIGHTS: 


THE FIRST A. N. A. PRESIDENT’S SUPERB SET OF THE NUMISMATIST, INCLUDING 
THE FIRST SIX VOLUMES * COL. GREEN’S DELUXE BROWNING ° A SUPERB LEATHER- 
BOUND SET OF ANS NUMISMATIC NOTES AND MONOGRAPHS * A SUPERB FIRST 
EDITION RED BOOK + AN EXCEPTIONALLY FINE SET OF THE AMERICAN JOURNAL 
OF NUMISMATICS * GEORGE FULD’S BOUND SETS OF WOODWARD, SMALL FORMAT 
CHAPMAN, FROSSARD, COGAN, HASELTINE, LOW, AND OTHER CLASSIC AUCTION 
SALES « S. H. CHAPMAN’S PRICED, NAMED, AND PLATED BEMENT U. S. SALE * ELDER’S 
WOODIN SALE OF U. S. GOLD COINS WITH PLATES * HARRY BASS’S ANNOTATED SET 
OF BREEN GOLD MONOGRAPHS « EDGAR ADAMS’ PLATED WOODSIDE AND OTHER 
CLASSIC PATTERN SALES * VARIOUS CHAPMAN BID BOOKS ° A VERY FINE SET OF 
FROSSARD’S NUMISMA + EIGHT EXCEPTIONAL CROSBYS, INCLUDING JOHN 
ROBINSON’S ORIGINAL SUBSCRIPTION COPY + A FINE, COMPLETE SET OF B. MAX 
MEHL SALE CATALOGUES * PLATED CHAPMAN AND OTHER CLASSIC AUCTION SALES 


Both Sales Scheduled for Early June 2005 


Exceptional Consignments Accepted for Inclusion tn the 
Smith Sale Until March 15, 2005 - Please Call or Write 


Ford Catalogue: $35.00 * Smith Catalogue: $35.00 * Both Catalogues: $45.00 
Catalogues also accessible at our web site approximately 60 days before the sale 


George Frederick Kolbe - Fine Numismatic Books 
P. O. Drawer 3100, Crestline, CA 92325-3100 USA 


Tel: (909) 338-6527 - email: GFK@numislit.com - www.numislit.com - Fax: (909) 338-6980 


CHRISTOPHER EIMER 
Since 1970, buying, selling and writing about Commemorative 
and Historical Medals 
(view online at www.christophereimer.co.uk) 


The Pingo Family and Medal Making in 18th Century Britain 
(Recipient of the 2002 Carl W.A. Carlsson Medal, 
presented by Medal Collectors of America) 


THE PINGO FAMILY 


MEDAL MAKING IN 
IS TH-CENTURY BRITAIN 
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CHRISTOPHER EIMER 
P.O. Box 352, London NW11 7RF 
United Kingdom 
Tel. (0044) 20 8458 9933 / Fax: (0044) 20 8455 3535 
art@christophereimer.co.uk (e-mail) 
www.christophereimer.co.uk (web-site) 


